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Thursdav, i si Jvne. 



MESSRS. Otis and Gallatin.— Mr. Otis, it feema, 
1ms found out, that Mr, Gallatin has talents, if 
he has not ** a fecond ftiirt to his back." Perhaps 
Mr, Gallatin may have made the difcovery which 
others have made, that Mr. Otis has more than a fe- 
cond jfhirt to his back, and ruffkd ones too ; and that 
fie has a comfortable fhareof legal affurance, which 
fomcttmes pau*es for abilities. As the eaflern dele- 
gate has had his heart fofteued, and has condefcend- 
cd to compliment Mr. Gallatin upon his fpeech, 
what a pity the Pennfylvania delegate could not for 
a moment forget his dignity and enncjpur, and not 
only compliment Mr. Otis upon his Ballon town- 
meeting fpeech, but upon his faculty of ft ringing 
words as Yankees firing onions 1 ! ! 

Remarks on the ebo-vc. — It is not ftrange that the 
minds of a certain party fhould be riffled by the 
pointed and conclufive anfwer of Mr. Otis, to the 
remarks of their leader, whatever may be the ftate of 
their Hurts. If it was a compliment to him to fay 
that he had made the only American fpeech that was 
delivered on their fide ; it was no great compliment 
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to them. — When occafion requires, the Yankees will 
Ihow themfelves as ready at bringing up infurgents 
^s th$y are at bringing onions.. . ._ 

French Impudence and Irijh Ignorance exemplified.— 
The following letter was received by the printers on 
Saturday, ajid they, have the ftrotigeft' reafon to fup- 
pdfe, that it gave rife to the 'report-that Captain Gar- 
rifcan had fent his infi ructions to this city. 

TRANSLATION. 

Citizens James Carey and John Markland, 
No. 83, North Second Street. 

On board' the French Brig Le Pandour, at Sea, 
^d Pr atrial , $th Year of the French Republic y 
one and indivifible. 

Citizens, ' 

" By your paper of the 13th May (No. 82), I have 
feen with the greater! furprifc, the falfe renorfs of 
Captain Swain, of the fchoones Expedition. - I will 
retort the whole, in afluring you that the Eriglify 
'have not only not taken the Jeaft fortification in the 
"irfahd of Porto Rico, but they have not even tried 
'{& effects of the Spanilh cannon on that ifland, the 
Gbyetnor whereof is a brave foldier. 

I have likewife feen in feveral newfpapers from 
'New- York, libels of the printers of that city agaihft 
Jhe French privateers. It any of them have comi.- 
iriittea* arty reproachable acts, pleafe to aflure the 
citizens of the United States, that the generality of the 
^privateers take a pleafure in, and make it their Jacred 
'duty x to exercife in the execution of the orders which 
.they have from Gbvernment, that humanity andgene- 
rq/ity which is infeparable from French republicans* 
C(,iripare, for an inrlant, the conduct of the Englifli 
with ours, and you will be eafily convinced of the 
c^irrerence which is between th$ two. It is to be 

hoped, 
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hoped } that the wifdom and prudence of your rcpre- 
Jentatives, together wit ii the juftice and equity of the 

French Government; will draw clofer the knot 
\vhk;h tied us ; and that nothing hereafter may be 
able to diiunite us. This is the with of my heart. 

[0* Carey s Daily Jdvertifer.1 



S. J, CahlTs Letter prefented by a Grand Jury.' 
At the Court of the United States for the middle 
circuit, In the diftrict of Virginia, at the capital, in 
the city of Richmond, on Monday the %z& day of 
May, 1797 ; 

Prefent — James Ire del, Efq, one of the Jufticcs of 
the Supreme Court of the United StateSj and Cyrus 
Grifiiu, Eh j. of the diftrict of Virginia : 

A number of gentlemen were fworn as the gram 
inqueft for the body of the diftrict , who having 
received their charge, retired from the bar, and re- 
turned with the following prefentment. 

We of the grand jury of the United States for th« 
diilrict of Virginia, preient as a real evil, the cir&ul 
letters of/ever at members of the late Congrefs, and par* 
ticularly letters with the fignature of Samuel J. Ca- 
bell, endeavouring, at a time of real public danger, 
to ditleminate unfounded calumnies againlt th( 
happy government of the United States, and thereby 
urate the people (herefrom, and tctmcreafe, or pro- 
duce, a foreign influence ruinous to the peace, happi- 
ncfe, and independence of the United States. 

John Blair, Foreman, 
(A copy.) Tefre f 

Wh, Marshall, Clerk. 

And yet Mefirs. Giles and Nicholas vow and pro- 

teft, that there is no fuch thing as a French faction ! 

Thefe gentlemen come from Virginia, but it teems 

they have never heard any trfmg of the matter. 
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Friuat, 2 d Juke. 

The Jejfrrfoti'kid. — At a time when it is to nccef- 
Iary for the lafety and independence of the United 
States, that the French Government fhoutd be taught 
that all the branches of our Government are in 
union, and that the people are refolded to fupport 
their Government; we find, on the contrary, in- 
triguing characters, hoftile to our liberties, retorting 
to every expedient to keep alive the hopes and ex- 
pectations of the French tyrants. The efforts of 
ibme of the minority in the Houfe of Reprefenra- 
tives of Congvefti, cannot fail to Annulate the Di- 
rectory to profecute the plan of fubjugation and 
plunder. 

Barras (in his infolent, bombaflic fpecch to the 
meek and fuppliant Munroe, who truly represented, 
hot the good people of America, but a Jet of debafed 
and crouching fatellites) (ays, that " France will not 
degrade herfelf to calculate the consequences of the 
ccfridefceiifion of the American Government to the 
fiifisctfidos of its ancient tyrants." — On this text 
the official Redacteur, by order of the Directory, in 
a paragraph written no doubt by Dc la Croix, fays, 
France will never forget that, in fpite of the moft 
wicked in fin national here pafled, only by a majority 
of two votes, that fatal treaty which has put the 
Americans under the guardtanfbip of the Engliih." 
Attempts are now making by French partita ns, ta 
perfuade France that there is only a majority of two 
votes agamfi a proportion which has for its avowed 
objects the rocanefi acquieicence in the unprovoked 
outrages of haughty France, and a humble tender of 
advantages to which fhe can have no juft preten- 
tions, uritil fhe lias offered an apology far her intuits 
and compensation for tier piracies. 

If France can be thus persuaded that there is 
w if bin a Yew votes of a majority of the reprcfentatives 

of 



JUNE, 1797* 7 

of the people devoted to her interefts, with the Vice- 
prefident at their head, can it be any longer doubt- 
ed, that fhe will perfift ia attempting the fubverfion 
of our conftitution, and the destruction of our li- 
berties? 



HLxtraff of a Letter from a Gentleman in Virginia to 
his Friend in this City. — " Thepreient appears to me 
to be a crifis in the fortunes of the human race. 
France evidently teeks to govern the world, by 
placing power in the hands of men who will be fab- 
fervient to her for the preservation of that power. 
Thus Holland in the form of a republic is, and muft 
be, as obedient to France as a French province. 
That Government can only be preferved by the pro- 
tection of France, and thofe who govern can only 
keep their places by the fame protection. So in 
Italy you perceive a republic or two is now forming. 
It is by no means impoffible, that the Atifirian do- 
minions in Italy may be loft during the prefent war, 
and converted into one or more republics. If the 
pecuniary aid of Britain is withdrawn, they rnuft be 
loft. Thefe republics can only preierve their ex- 
ilic nce by the aid of France, and they will, confe- 
quently, be entirely under her control. Should 
his dominions in Italy even be reftored to the Em- 
peror, a French party will be found there, which 
will not eafily be extirpated, and which will be 
ready in another war to take up arms for France. It 
appears to me, that an effort is making to govern 
the whole world s either by conqueft\ or by placing 
power in the hands of men who will ufe it lb as 
promote the views of France. The only effort whicl 
has ever been made in this country by a foreign 
nation, to influence our elections, and to place 
power in the hands of the partifans of fuch foreign. 
nations, has been made by France, and fhe has 
;cretly, and openly. She has made it b^ 
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and by that o "an citizens devoted to her. 

The feme plan wl liiutly purfucd in Eu 

rope, b purfu America alio. It is to place 

in the hands of thole who are indebted to 
for it, brwho will ufe it For ner aggcandi 
In Europe, it is enough to eftablifh a repub- 
an .-form of government; in America, it is neeef- 
iry to do more. Pol telling, already, a government 
nirely republican, it is neceiFary to calumniate it, 
to excite jcalouiies of (he republican diipo fitipns of 
t hole who conduct it, and thereby to bring them 
ifrcpute with the people, and, by doing lb, to fill all 
>ur departments with men who, being elected by a 
lallion tor France, rouft keep up that paflio'u to 
t eep their places. The effort to univerfkl dominion 
plain, and its pi h rapid. It feems to be 

impofnbje that the French parly in our country can 
k blind to this danger. They nmft lee it, yet they 
*ourt it. They keep the people blind, by talking of 
Britifh influence, which they know does not and 
annot exift. Of this, the letter afcribed to Mr. Jef- 
hrfon; if really written by him, is a ftrong inllance. 
hope and have heretofore believed, that he did not 
write it. 1 wait with eagcruefs for his denial of il* 
it fnall not be denied, J own that my opinion of 
"the moral :-t of that gentleman, as well as of 

liis politics, will be much dimimihed." 

To XMot/iai Jdjjhfaii Ejq. — Jt is now no longer a 
oubt that vou are the author of the abominable 
i toMazzei, which has made fo much noife, and 
cited lb much indignation, throughout the United 
Stai 

nr fijenec, after being publicly, and repeat- 
edly, called on by (^umbers of your fellow-citizens to 

e of your guilt. Had 

pi the charge, all who know your 

; v tiling which appears in print, 

1 - 1 c t , and vvLu Lave heard your 

profei lions 



you I" ■ 
to mini 
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of: 



a*; 



ibli 



Satisfied 



proleiiions ot reinject lor public opinion, 
that you arc filent, becaufe you dare not contradict 
it : confklering you, then, as the avowed author of 
That indecent libel again ft the government and cha- 
racter of your country, t fhall animadvert on it with 
that freedom which the magnitude of the fubject. 
requ 1 

The effects intended to be produced by you in 
Europe are apparent, from the writings of a French 
journal! ft. 

The following comments are made on your pre- 
cious letter in the Paris Moniteur ; — w The in tere fl- 
ing h im one of the mod virtuous and enlight- 
ened citizens of the United States, explains the can- 
of Americans in regard to France* It is certain, 
thai, of all the neutral and friendly pow r ers, there is 
none from which France had a right to expert more 
intereft and fuccours, than from the United States. 
is their true mother-country, fince fhe has al- 
lured to them their liberty and independence. Un- 
grateful children ! inftcad of abandoning her, they 
might to have armed in her defence. But if impe- 
rious circumltanccs had prevented them from openly 
declaring for the Republic of France, they ought, at 
;, to have made demon Orations, and excited 
apprebenfions in England, that at fome moment or 
would declare themfelves. This fear 
e would have been fuffieient to force the cabine; 
London to make peace. It is clear, that a vv 
with the United States would tlrike a terrible bio 
at the commerce of the Engl i fh , would give them 
uueafinefs for the prefervation of their pofteihons 
on the American continent, and deprive them of 
the means of conquering the French and Dutch co- 
loni 

" Equally. ungrateful and Impolitic, the Congrete 
baftens to encourage the Englifh, that they might 
purfue, in tranquillity, their war pf extermination 

a'juuiAt 



to 
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againft France, and to invade the colonies and coro^ 
inert -e of France, They lent to London a Mi Dif- 
fer, Mr. Jay, known by his attachment to England, 
and his perfonal relations to Lord Grenville, and he 
concluded, fuddenly, a treaty of commerce which 
united ilicin with Great Britain more than a treat/ 
of alliance. 

* e Such a treaty, under all the peculiar cirenm- 
ilanccs, and by the confequences it mull produce, is 
an act of hofuHty againit France, The French Go* 
vernmeut, in fhort, has teftified the refentment of 
the French nation, by breaking off communication 
with *in ungrateful and faithlefs ally, until fhe will 
return to a more jnfl and benevolent conduct. Juf- 
tk (■ and found policy equally approve this meafure 
of the French Government. There is no doubt it 
will give rife, in the United States, to difcuflions 
which may afford a triumph to the party of good 
republicans, the friends of France, 

" Some writers, in di (approbation of this wife and 
neceflary meafure of the Directory j maintain, that in 
the United States the French have for partifans only 
certain demagogues, who aim to overthrow theex- 
iftiu£ government. But their impudent falfehoods 
Convince no one, and prove only what is too evi- 
dent, that they ufe the liberty of the prefs to ferve 
the enemies of France/' 

The effects intended to be produced by your let- 
ter in tlic United Slates, and the effects which it 
mult inevitably produce, will he hereafter examined. 

A Fellow citizen. 

There being fome talk of inaccuracy tn the tranjlatton 
"which has appeared tH the papers $ of the following let- 
ter, we lay it before our readers m the Frwch* 

Prom the " Gazette National'* ou 1c Moniteur Uni- 
verfcl," Paris, Sixtidi, 6 Pluviofe (January 25). 
Florence f le i eF Janvier. — Lettrc de M. Jefferion, 

ci-devant 
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ci-devant Miniftre des Etats Unis en France, et 
Secretaire au departement des affaires etrangeres, £ 
un citoyen de Virginie, 

Cette lettre iliteralement traduite) eft adreiTce a 
M, Maz2ei> auteur dr:s ** Recherches hi/loriques et 
politiques fur les Etats Unis d' Amen que," demea- 
tant en Tofcane. 

" Notre etat politique a prodigicufcment change 
depuis que vous nous avez quitte. Au lieu de ce no- 
ble amour de la liberie et de ce gouvernement repub- 
licain, qui nous out fait pafler triomphans a travers 
les dangers de la guerre, un parti Anglican -monar- 
chicoariflocraiique b'eft eleve. Son objet avouc eft: 
de nous impoler la fubftanoe, comme il nous a deja. 
donne les formes du gouvernement Britannique; 
cependant le corps principal de nos ci toy ens refle 
fidele aux principcs republicains. Tous les pro- 
prietaires fbnciers font pour ces principes, ainfi 
qu'une grande mafte d'hommes a talens. Nous 
avons contrenous (republicains) le pouvoir executif, 
le pouvoir judiciaire (deux des trois branches de la 
legiflature), tous les officiers du gouvernement, tons 
ceux qui afpirent a Fetre, tous les hommes timides 
qui preterent le calme du Dcfpotifme a la mer ora-> 
geule de la Liberie, les marchands Bretons, et les 
Araericains qui trifiquent avec d^s capitaux Bretons, 
les fpeculateurs, les gens intereiTes dans la banque 
et da us les fonds publics (ctablifTemens inventes dans 
des vues de corruption, et pour nous a Mi mil er au 
modele Britannique dans les parties pourries). 

" Je vous dsntterois Id ifievre fi jc vous nommaisles 
apoftats qui ont embrafle ces herefies; des hommes 
qui etaient des Solomons dans le con fell, et des 
Samfcus dans les combats, roais dont la chevelure a 
ete Coupee par la cat in Angleterre. 

rt On voudrait nous ravir cette Hbcrte que nous 
avons gagflee par taut de trayaux et de dangers. 
Mais noua la conferverons ; notrc maffe de, jjoids A 
5 dt 
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dc riuiefie cii trop grande pour que nous ayons a 
craiudrc qu'on tcnte d employer la force coutre nous. 
11 fulfil que nous nous reveillons, et que nous rom- 
pions les liens liliputiens dont il nous ont garroles 
pendant le premier fommeil qui a fuccede a nos tra- 
vaux. II luffit que nous arretions les progres de ce 
me d'ingratitudc et d'injuftice envers la France; 
dc qui on voudrait nous altener pour nous rendre i 
TiniWnce Brttannique," etc. 



Miwroe, — c< We are at length acquainted with 
all the nrcumfianccs relative to the infamous treat- 
ment this country, through their Minuler, has met 
with from the French. Surely there never was a 
more impudent pretence for quarrelling with us. 
Munroe intends, it is fa id, landing in New -Ham p* 
fhirc, and travelling home through the eaftern 
States, becaufe he has never leen that part o( America. 

*' Does he fuppofe there is a man, not reduced to 
a Irate of idiotifm, who can be impofed on by fuch 
a pretence ? Cabal and facliorj are in his heart ; he 
has been impregnated by Barras and De la Croix 5 the 
feet us is completely formed, and the parturition will 
be promoted by the obftetric hands of Goody Lang- 
don and Goody Jervis, aiilfied by that old gentle- 
woman lately retired from the chief magistracy of 
MafTachufetts. The returning good fenfe, which 
is mowing ilfeJf in all parts, will, I hope, take the 
proper fteps to produce an abortion. Munroe is 
precifely following Genet's manoeuvre ; that impu- 
dent Frenchman exhibited himfelf from the fouth 
upwards ; Munroe will make his experiments from 
the north downwards ; Fauchet and Adet have, by 
their emiflaries, been making their experiments to 
the weft ward. America is thus to be itioked back- 
wards and forwards, and crofTways, by thofe imper> 
tinent quacks, in imitation of Dr. Perkins, with his 
metallic traffars, As to France, every exertion 

fhould 
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fhould be made to avoid a rupture, con fi fleet with 
the duty we owe ourfelves. She is undoubtedly 
endeavouring to deftroy our independence, and re- 
quires us to fall proftrate before her: that I would 
not do, but I would open an avenue for her to retreat 
if (he fhould be fo inclined. If I thought an ? 
extraorj/nary would be more acceptable to the Di- 
rectory than a minifler plenipotentiary, I ihould have no 
objection to gratify them. I believe, however, they 
are not playing fo diildifh a game ; they arc aiming 
at ejfeniidls, and it is our duty to let them know, 
that, although we have borne a great deal, yet there 
is a point beyond which we are determined not to 
go, l( France is determined to quarrel with us> 
file will do it whether we fend an envoy extraordi- 
nary or a minifler plenipotentiary. It is indifpen- 
fably neccflary therefore to make vigorous prepara- 
tions for defence *." 

American Anecdote. — A Frenchman being lately 

in company with an American, the conversion 

d on the difference between thdr countries. 

The Frenchman was a little on the high firatn of 

cnthufiafm, and faid his country would make the 

Americans do as they wifh, as they did the Italians 

in Italy. The American very promptly replied, that 

I be Americans were men and were warriors, and the 

113 only tbngfters ; that they had never been 

ut for 'wielding thefword to defend their rights. 

[If this man had confulted certain members in 

Congrefs, they would have told him he fhould not 

make ule of fuch irritating language.] 



* Why not fay for *war ? What fort of a nation is that which 
does nothing but defend idelf ? Such a nation mud ever be like a 
town befieged, and nine times out of ten it will capitulate or be 
uken. 
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Saturday, 3* June. 
Modes of Corruption. ^~\ correfpondcnt fuggefts 
that there are various modes of obtaining influence 
y corruption ■ one may be, giving a large ihm to a 
mwjyer as landing connfcl for the French Republic ; 
another may be to releafe the captured veflHs of a 
friendly merchant j another to withhold payment for 
a large fupply of leather, or other articles, furnifhed 
the Republic by contracl, until the contractor gives 
the proper evidence of chjfm by jufl iflcations, apolo- 
gies, conceptions* and abufe of Great Britain*. 

Jefferfon. — \ curious contraft might be diiplayed, 
by exhibiting the letter of Citizen Jejferfon to Citizen 
Mazzei in one column, and by its iide the fpeech 
of the Vice prelident of the United States to the 
Senate, on taking the oath to ftipport the consti- 
tution, a constitution hi form like the Britifh con- 
ftitution. It is faid that an ingenious work of this 
kind is now preparing. The work would be more 
complete if the author would fubjoin* in a third 
column, Citizen Jefferfon's letter to Citizen Bitijamin 
Bannecker t the black man. 

In the courfe of the preient and preceding year, 
the merchants of (he United States of America are 
fuppofed, on a moderate calculation, to have loft 
by the unjuft captures of the French nation on the 
high fcas 13,000,000 dollars. During the prefent 
feffion of Congrefs, one of the members, a country 
gentleman, noways concerned in trade, brought 
forward a refutation to call on the French nation to 
pay our merchants for the cargoes which had been 
taken from them ; and, extraordinary to tell, 



* Proofs of inftanccs of all thefe modes of conniption could 
have been produced very eafily, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Livingfton, the repre&ntatlve of the city of 
New- York; Mr. Swanwick, ditto, Philadelphia; 
and Mr, S, Smith, ditto, Baltimore ; oppoled the mo- 
tion, and declared the French ought not to he a&ed 
fuch an ttnrwfQnabk thing* 



Monday, 5 th June, 

Remarks on Covgrefs, — Alter Spending forty thoi 
fand dollars of the public money, in a confutation 
of two weeks on a piece of buimefs which a jury of 
twelve well-informed boneft men would fettle in 
two days, and treading over the fame ground twenty 
times, in order to confute a lubjeft which is one of 
the plaincll that over came before a Icgiflalive body, 
the French partifans in a gr;^at ailembly are at 
length driven to declare themselves. The refult of 
their tedious deliberations is this ; they arc willing, 
citizens, to fubrait all your complaints againft France, 
of intrigues, infults, and fpoliations of property to 
the amount of twelve million of dollars, to the juf- 
tice and honour of the French Government ; they 
trc to very polite as not even to mention thefe inju- 
ries in their communication to the President, al- 
though thai was the very bufinefs for which they 
were called together ; fome of them, indeed, icera 
ib terrified, or Something worfe, that they declare it 
is much better to lofe all the money, than to rifle 
the dilpleafure of the terrible Republic^ by talking 
about ourloflfes, even among ourfelves, for fear her 
agents fhould overhear us. But when they fyenk, 
of French merits and the caufes of French com- 
plaints (which God knows arc both non-entities)* 
every man talks like a Cicero or a Ft/her Ames, The. 
French, they fay, are the Saviours and guardian 
angels of this country. Our treaty with them, and 
all the other treaties we ever jnade with any tiation 

on 
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on earth* fhall be laid at their feet, that they may 
pick andchoofe out of them. This, citizens, is the 
manner in which thefe daftards, if they do not de- 
iervc a worfe name, hare debated themfelves ; and 
may the curfe of cowards light upon them, as furely 
as they are endeavouring to debafe us alL Thefe 
fcrvants of ours are willing not only to part with 
our money j, but they arc ready alfo to throw our 
honour into the bargain. 



Tuesday, 6 ,h June. 

The Lyon of VermonL— ^To-morrow morning nt 
eleven o'clock will be expofed to public view the 
Lyon of Vermont* This lingular animal is fa id to have 
been caught on the bog of Hibemia, and, when a 
whelp, tranfported to America ; curiofity induced a 
New-Yorker to buy him, and moving into the 
country, afterwards exchanged him for a yoke of 
young bulls with a Vcrmontcfe. He was petted in 
the neighbourhood of Governor Chittenden, and 
foon became fo domeflieated, that a daughter of his 
Excellency would flroke him and play with him as 
a monkey. He differs considerably from the African: 
lion, is much more clamorous and lcfs magnani- 
mous. His pelt refembles more the wolf or the 
tiger, and his geftures bear a remarkable affinity to 
the bear : this, however, may be alcribed to his hav- 
ing been in the habit of afibciating with that fpccies 
of wild bealt on the mountain : he is carnivorous, 
but not very ferocious — has never been detected in 
having attacked a man, but report fays he will beat 
women* 

He was brought to this city in a waggon, and ha* 
feveral days expofed himfelf to the public. It has been 
motioned to cage him — as lie has difrovcrcd much 

ui 
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tincafinefs at going ivith the crowd*. Many gentle- 
men, who have (cen htm, do not heiitate to declare, 
they ihink him a moil extraordinary heath 



Wed; 



,th 



ESDAYj 

Debt bf Gratitude to France. — Clearly as it appears 
to every candid mind, that we neither do, nor ever 
did, owe any thing to the prefent rulers of France, 
thefaliehood is it ill repeated, not only in all the de- 
mocratic circles, but by fome members of a great and 
very refpectable aHembly. If any thing can equal the 
ftupidity of this conduct, it is the obftinacy with 
which fome men per Jilt in it. Suppofe, for a mo- 
ment, there was a debt of gratitude due to Louis 
XVI. and his Court, there can be no juftice what- 
ever In transferring this obligation to his murderers ; 
(o men, who at that period had no more concern in 
the act of ailifting America, than the flaves of 
Algiers. 

Thcfe ufurpers (for fuch they are in the worft and 
fullelt fenfe of the term) were, at that period, moi 
of them too young, and all of them too poor anc 
irriignificant, to have any thing to do in the buiinefs. 
Country lawyers, infidel philofophers, ftage-playcrs, 
mendicant abbes, and others equally defpicable, 
who acquired power in the revolution by intrigue 
and violence, can never be the legitimate heirs of the 
Bourbon family, or the true representatives of 
landed and mouicd intereft of France* No ; the 
revolution has been complete, in a physical as well 
as a moral view ; not only the government, but th* 
palaces, the warehouses, the fields, and the trea- 
sures, have all fliifted hands. The rightful owner 



* It will be feen in the proceedings of Congrefs, that this beaft 
aflteH leave to be excufed from going with the reft of the Members 
to wait on the Frefident, 

VOL* VI. c Wnc 



tt GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

have been violently difpoffeffed ; fome of them ar* 
murdered, and others are now wandering in exile ; 
and the property as well as the power of that devoted 
country have been feized, as a prey, by a band of 
daring confuirators ; by men, as unufed to property 
as they were to power, and who, to retain both, op 
prefs their brutified countrymen, and fpread contu 
lion, rapine, and carnage, as far as they can carry 
their arms or intrigues. 

Whatever fubmiffion, therefore, cowards may think. 
is due to this terrible Republic \ we are furely under 
no obligation io her, either moral or political, for the 
benefits we received from ber murdered fbvereign. 
On the contrary, as ibon as fhe feized the govern- 
ment, fhe displayed a policy inimical to the United 
States, and full perfevercs in it j fhe has fown dif- 
cord among our citizens, plundered our commerce, 
broke the faith of a treaty the claimed, and infultcd 
our jufl and peaceable government in the molt orFen- 
iive manner ; and thefe things have not been tranf- 
acled in a corner, but having palled on an open 
theatre, are notorious to all Europe. 

How much then muft the glory of the United 
States be ob1 cured in the eyes of virtuous and intel- 
ligent foreigners, when they fee men, of fome rank 
and respectability in the commonwealth, join a few 
mercenary gazetteers, in offering incenfe to this 
tammon enemy I Will it not be jull to prefage our 
approaching diflulution, when twenty years only 
have produced to great a declention in private and 
public virtue, and the facial principles of truth Ttnd 
juflice ? 

Let us bring the bufinefs liome, and endeavour 
to illuftrate it by fuppoling a cafe, which is much 
lefs improbable t linn many others that have happened 
in our memory. If an army of French revolution!!!* 
fhould land on or near our country, and, by open- 
ig the prifon-doors, proclaiming liberty to the 

llavey, 
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laves* ana noiding out the temptation of equality 
(or plunder, which is fynonimous) to the worthlels 
and profligate, they fhould organize a holy infur- 
reclion in the fouthern States; luppofe, again, they 
Ihould be fo fortunate (which God forbid !) as to re- 
duce two or three of thofe States ; and, to fortify their 
conqueft, they fhould transfer the property from the 
preient proprietors to their flaves, and to others, the 
vile inftruments of the revolution ; would the mid- 
dle and northern States ft ill acknowledge them as a 
part of the American confederation ? would they 
liften to thefe intruders with any patience, if they 
claimed a right in the Union of 1 776, or pretended 
to any lhare in the honour of eftablifhmg the Ame- 
rican independence in its rights or franchises ? 
Would they not rather conflder them as a common 
enemy, and arm with zeal to expel or crufh. them, 
as foon as poflib1e ? 

I have adduced this fuppofition, beeaufe it is not 
an improbable one, and to afk our fouthern orators, 
the principal advocates of the French intereft, how 
they would relim. fuch an event. They cannot be 
weak enough to imagine, beeaufe they had figured 
on the floor of Congrels, or el fe where, as the par- 
tilans of France, that their property, or the pro- 
perly of their friends, would be the more fecure. 
Thete new lords of the foil would not inquire, whe- 
ther a man was a democrat or an ariftocrat in poli- 
ties, whether he was a federalist or antl- federalist, 
devoted to England or to France, but what wealth 
he had ; and whether he would carry a inuiket to 
Jubjugate the other States. 

If this cafe has any analogy with our relation to 
Prance, and I fincerely think it has, what (hall wc 
fay to thofe orators in Congrefs, who labour fo zeal- 
oufly in recommending the rebel government of 
that country to the friendship and gratitude of their 
ki low -citizens j and this at a time when her armies 
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ire dcfolating Europe from motives of ambition ; her 
agents and miuiiters are intuiting our own Govern- 
ment ; and her pirates are plundering our veflels in 
every part of the ocean ? J am really afhamed that fo 
degenerate a fpirit ihould appear any where in the 
United States, and much more when it appears in 
her public councils. If, like the uninformed In- 
dians, we are really awed by the devil, in the name 
of all that is chrlftian and manly, I hope we fhall 
not copy them fo clofcly, as to fall down likewiie 
and worfhip his image. 



Thursday, S fh JuNE. 

0' Careys and the Learned P/g-.— Adverttfemeni.— 

The docility, traetability, and fagacity of many ani- 
mals, iuch as the Jog, hoifc, and ehphanf, have been 
as much the theme of conversation as the ftupidity 
and itubbornnefs of the pig has been proverbial. 

This little animal forms an exception to the gene- 
ral rule j lor be nut only equals any, but exceeds all 
the above in their molt eminent qualities. 

He will read fight, JfeU, tell the hour of the day, 
difllngulh colours, the number of perfons prefent, 
Sec. &c. And what is more ationifhing, any lady or 
gentleman may draw a card and keep it concealed, and 
the fig) without any heliUlion, will difcover the 
card drawn front another pack. 

To lje fceu by any number of perfbns, at Mr. 
Cook's houfe, corner of Market and Third Street, 
from ten in the morning till one, and from two till 
feven in the evening. Admittance one quarter of a 
dollar, 

ft may not he amifs to inform thofb who have a 
defire to fee the performance of this fapient animal, 
that they will do well to lofe no time in gratifying 
their curiofity, as it is confidently reported, that the 
TCareys are about to engage him as editor to thcic 
Jaiette. Friday* 
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John B — //, Efij. Grog-wan ami Bankrupt. — To the 
inhabitants of the counties of Philadelphia and 
Delaware, and the public in general* On Friday, 
June ad, broke into the (but hern apartment of that 
magnificent fabric at the corner of Walnut and 
Sixth Streets, a Mr. John B — 11, taylor, debauchee, 
grog-drinker, and fquire. This wonderful animal 
was bred in the village of Darby, in the county 
of Delaware, At the age of eighteen he received 
the honourable title of grog- drinker, at twenty 
he obtained the name of debauchee, for which he 
was eaft, out of the tabernacle of the holy lambs. 
He fought fafcty by flight, and arrived fafe at Sa- 
lem, New-Jerfcy. Here he exhibited a fpecimen 
of his ablilities with the infipid fair, and the grog- 
men, but was foon obliged to move his quarters ; 
he next pitched his tent in Baltimore, and from 
thence to Virginia. From Virginia the grog-mau 
returned to his native village of Darby, after an ab- 
fence of feven years, more or lefs, The exploits of 
the fquire being very notorious, it would therefore 
be fupertiuous and indelicate to repeat them, as the 
chief of them overftep the modefty of nature. 
Shortly after his arrival in the village of his nati- 
vity, he {et up grog-drinking, cock-fighting, and 
borfe-racing, which he perfevered in for the fpace 
of three years, when, fume how or other, his neck 
ftipt into the noofe of matrimony. He then moved 
to Philadelphia, rented a houle in Strawberry Alley, 
and commenced grog-drinking on a very extenfive 
plan. He has fometimes been feen at noon -day 
crawling into his door on as many legs as a fnap- 
turtle generally ufes ; and it would have taken 
very ikiiful phyfiognomiil to have diftinguiflied bii 
from that animal. Having drank grog and eaten 
oyfiers for nine months, he bequeathed his landlord 
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a three -legged ftool, a few needles without eyes, and 
the clean fing of hell * } in place of his rent. 

This fame fquire grog-man having a little low 
cunning, with which he took in his brother flats, 
got credit of them to the amount of feveral hun- 
dreds, and is now paying them off with a fponge. 

The faid fquire grog- drinker is to remove his 
quarters on the twenty-fixthof this month ; therefore 
every honeft, difhonefl, fuperfrcial, or judicious 
landlord, inn-kepeer, flore-keeper, &c, &c. are 
hereby cautioned to have no contractions with him 
the faid fquire, for, inftead of the ready rhino, they 
will receive the fponge, 

Jtme 2ij 1797. A bilked Creditor. 



Saturday, 10 th June, 

Trench and Sptmijh Cruelty towards American Sail* 
trs. — Captain Mernhew, of the fhip Mount Vernon, 
gives the following account of the different fpolia- 
tions committed on the trade of the United States 
t>y French privateers, which came immediately 
within his own knowledge during his flay at the 
port of St, John's, Porto Rico, and which can be 
attefted alio by a number of other citizens of Amtv 
rica, who had the misfortune to be carried in there. 

Captured by the privateer Vengeance, the 
fchooner , Loring Taber mafter, belonging 

to Boflon, bound to Jamaica , and fent to St. Do- 
mingo. The mate and feveral of the crew of faid 
fehooner were put on fhore at St. John's, destitute of 
every neceffary, being plundered even of their 
wearing apparel : the 7natetookfhk in a few days afttr y 
and died ; the exj enfes of his interment, &c, were 
defrayed by the different American captains. 
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The iriip Hope, of Bofton, John Seward matter, 
was captured by the pilot-boat Democrat, in a few 
hours after leaving the ifland of St. Thomas, This 
veffel was loaded with coffee and cotton at Sminam, 
and hound to Bofton, iince condemned. — Captain 
Seward was kept a prifbner on board the privateer 
Democrat, for fix days after her arrival ; and had it 
not been for the very lpirited exertions ufed by fome 
American captains and others, he would not even 
then have obtained his liberty. 

Captured and brought into port, and iince con- 
demned, the ichooner Delight, of Penobfcot, Mark 
Hatch matter, bound from Barbadoes to fome port in 
the United States ; the captain and crew turned on 
fhoreat St. John's, deJtUute of both money and dothes, 
being pillaged. 

Captured and brought into port, and condemned, 
by the privateer Vengeance, the brig Two Sifters, of 
Baltimore, Captain Hubbard, bound from Montferat 
to the ifland of St. Thomas ; the captain plundered 
of his wearing apparel, and every other neceffary 
belonging to himfelf and crew. 

Captured and brought into port, the bark Sufan, 

of Biddeford, Smith mafter, bound from 

St. Vincent's to North Carolina. Captain Smith and 
his crew turned on ihore (though they folicited 
mtirh without effect to be left in the bark), where 
they remained at the town of St. John's, at a very 
heavy expenfe, to wait the iifue of the bark's trial 
at Gruadaloupe, which finally arrived about the mid- 
dle of May. Verdict of the French tribunal, cargo 
condemned, the veifel cleared, but the bark's re- 
ntier, fea-letter, and all her other papers deftroyed 
or made away with by the captors, and the vefTel fo 
much pillaged by them as not to be in a flate to 
return to the continent. 

Captain Smith applied to Mr, Paris, the French 
marine agent at Porto Rico, to affitt him to put the 
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barque in fuch a condition as would enable him to 
return in her to Biddeford, without any redrefs or 
effect. Cnptain Smith was therefore necelfitated 
to purchase the American fchooner Delight, which 
was condemned; in the purchafe of which he was 
joined by Captain Strong, and five or iix different 
captured American m afters and mates ; being the 
only alternative they had left to return to America. 

Brought into the port of St. John's by a French 
jrivateer, the mate and crew of a fchooner belong- 
ing to Bolton, whom they turned on fhore without 
a lecoad fliirt or jacket, or a tingle dollar in their 
pockets. This fchooner, name forgotten, was owned i 
at *Bofion, and commanded by Captain Dunken- 
dorfF, loaded at Tobago, and bound to Boflon. 
Cleared. 

Brought into port by the privateer Triumph, the 

>rig , John Fry mailer, bound from Baltimore 

to St. Bartholomew's. After feveral days detention, 
md loaded with innumerable expenfes, he was with 
difficulty cleared, hut pn a ftipulated condition of 
entering into a written obligation to acquit the 
owner and captain of the privateer from all coft and 
damages. 

Captain Will jams, of Baltimore, of the fchooner — , 
wlonging to Norfolk, and his people, were brought 
to St. John's by the privateer Vengeance, and turned 
on Ihore without a dollar in their pockets. They lent 
the fchooner for trial to St. Domingo, where fhe 
was foon condemned, under pretext of not having 
either regifter or fea-letter, which the captain of the 
privateer was bafe enough to deflroy or conceal. 

Taken by the privateer brig Vengeance, and fince 
condemned, the ihip William, of Portland, Robert 
Strong matter ; bound from St. Kitt's to Portland, 
In a few nights after the capture of faid fhip, the 
late of her, and one tailor and the cabin-boy, whom 
the privateer permitted to remain on board, took an 
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opportunity, while the French prize-mafter and eight 
Frenchmen were napping or off their guard, to rife on 
Ihem and retake the lhip. In the conflict, which lafted 
a confiderable time, the French prize-mafter and two 
of the Frenchmen were killed, and three others 
badly wounded ; but, unfortunately, the next day the 
imp William was met near Porto Rico and retaken 
by the French privateer Eagle. Both from the crew 
and owners of the privateers the brave and intrepid 
American mate and mariner experienced everv degree 
of cruel, unmanly, and favage ulage, dlfgraieful to 
be related, Theie two bold and brave fellows were 
lent in a few days after, to irand their trial before a 
French tribunal , to St. Domingo, in an open boat, 
double ironed on both legs and hands ; and, if report 
faid or ipoke truth, with orders to throw them both 
overboard if the boat was chafed by an Englifh cruifer. 
The American captains, and others, prefented a fpi- 
rited and humane memorial to the Spanifh governor 
of Porto Rico, Don Raymondo de Catlro, repre- 
fenting thofe men as American mbjecls, and praying 
that they might be tried by the Spauifh laws ; but 
to which he never deigned to return an atifwer. 

Brought in by the privateer Vengeance, the 

fchooner , Captain Jones, of Bolton, who fold 

his cargo at Guadaloupe, and purehafed a return 
cargo there, bound for Bofton. Captain Jones was 
met by an Englifh. cruifer, and carried into St. Kitt's ; 
where, after trial, he was acquitted, and permitted 
to proceed on his voyage to Bofton, but was met in 
a few days after by the above privateer Vengeance ; 
and, merely under the pretext of Captain Jones be- 
ing at a Britifh ifland, he was again captured, from 
whofe clutches he was glad to get clear, after fevcral 
days detention, paying heavy port charges and other 
expenfes, and being plundered of all his ftoct and 
{mall ftores. 

Brought in by L'Efpiegle privateer, and fince con- 
demned, the brig Nabby of Hartford, bound from 
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Antigua to New- York, loaded with rum, fugar, and 
coffee. 

Alio the floop Hannah, of Milford, fince con- 
demned j bound to New- York, loaded with fugar 
and molaffes, from Martinico. 

Brought in by the privateer Triumphant the brig 
Ceres, of Newbern, James Moor matter, loaded 
with lumber for Trinidad, So little regard had the 
owner or captain of tins privateer to laws, cuftom, 
or ufage, that they itripped the brig Ceres entirely 
of her fbrouds, and part of her running rigging and 
fpars, with which they again fitted out the privateer, 
though the brig Ceres* condemnation had not ar- 
rived when the Jmp Mount Vernon left Porto 
Kico. 

Brought in by a row-boat and eight men, and one 
fwivel gun, the mow Harmony of Kennebunk, 
Burnham mafter; hound from Barbadoes home 
with rum. The owner of this privateer, Monf. M» 
Mallet, fold the cargo in a few days after, and the 
vefll-1 in about four weeks after her arrival, though 
no condemnation for her had yet come to hand. 

Captured and brought in by L'Efpiegle privateer^ 
the lliip Kitty, belonging to Mr. Coppinger of Phi- 
ladelphia ; bound from the Ifle of France to faid 
port, loaded with coffee, fiigar, cotton, indigo, and 
bale-goods. 

Captain M'Pherfon, and Mr. Cox thefupercargo 
of the above ihip, were confined on board without 
even having permiiHon to convene, or fee a tingle in- 
dividual, directly or indirectly, or to correfpotid with 
the ftiore by tetter. They at length found mentis, by 
the aid of Mr. Bayly, an interpreter, to have a ttrong 
and urgent remonftrance, fiating their grievances, 
drawn op and pre fen ted to the Governor Don Kay* 
tnondo de Catlro, but to which his Excellency 
never returned an anfwer : and, finally, when the 
iiland was bclieged by the Britith, they were taken 
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from on board the fhip with the crew, and clofely con- 
fined in prifon, where they yet languifh without any 
profpecl of being liberated, unlets by the interference 
of the Executive of their country. Five teamen of the 
above (hip Kitty, all citizensot America, and with pro- 
tec! ions in their pockets, were put on board the Spa- 
nifh frigate Juno to be fent to the Havannah and 
treated as Englifh prisoners of war, This extraordi- 
nary circuroitance happened on the morning of the 
day on which the fhip Mount Vernon was to fail ; 
therefore there was no time to be loft to refcue thofc 
poor fellows fromfucha dreadful fituation. Aftrong 
and urgent reprefentation was made in their favour 
by fome American captains and others, that they 
might be put on board the fhip Mount Vernon, 
which was at length granted \ but not until the very 
inftant that the fhip Mount Vernon was weighing 
anchor, when the poor fellows arrived from on board 
a guard-boat from the Spanifh frigate Juno. 

Some days previous to the fhip Mount Vernon 
leaving Porto Rico, there were thirteen American 
failors brought to the town of St, John's under a guard 
of fcldiers from the weft end of the ifland, and put into 
dole prifon, where there were no lefs than fifty ne- 
groes confined. Thefe men were all American citi- 
zens, and had each of them a protection ; being 
part of the crews belonging to the brig Induftry of 
BoAon, Jofeph Ryder matter, bound from Dema- 
rara to Bofton ; and of the fchooner Betfey, W. 
Sturges, from Trinidad j and the fhip Induftry, Ro- 
bert Oram mafter, of Port fmouth (New Hampshire), 
all taken by a privateer and carried into Cape 
Rooke. 

Five American captains being made acquainted 
with the dreadful fttuation that thefe poor fellows 
were in, clofely confined in a imall cell, and the 
weather then extremely fultry, prefented a remon- 
ft ranee to the Governor for their liberation, whvcK 
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was granted, after their being confined in a loath- 
fome prifon nine days ; but on condition that they 
would pay the gaol fees, and that they mould take 
them on board their different veffcls off the iiland. 

Thofc thirteen mariners agree in their feveral ac- 
counts of what Captain Merrihew heard reported 
before, at the town of St. John's ; that the French 
privateers had taken within a fhort time feveral other 
American vcffels, and brought them into the differ- 
ent ports of the fouth and weft part of the iiland of 
Porto Rico. Some of the captains, to the number 
of rive or iix, as well as the crews of thole veflels, 
took their paffage in a Danifh bark bound to St. 
Croix from Cape Rooke ; it being the bed opportu- 
nity that was preiented to them to return home, after 
lofing their veffels. 

Captain Merrihew cannot conclude his recital 
without mentioning a matter that happened to him 
and the other American veffels at the port of St. 
John's, during the early part of the fiege of that 
town by the Britifh ; on which he would not pre- 
fume to comment, but leave it to an impartial pub- 
lic to draw what inference they think proper from to 
extraordinary a circum fiance. 

On the fourth or fifth day of the fiege the Britifh 
brought feveral mortars to bear on the town, and on 
the fhipping in the harbour ; which, of confequence, 
induced the fhipping for their prefervation to remove 
to a greater diflance round a point of land ; in per- 
forming which, as is always cufiomary, five or fix 
American vciTels then in port hotfted their colours, 
to prevent the Britifh firing or annoying them while 
they were thus anxtoufly employed in removing 
their vcifels to a place of lately. The neceffity of 
hoifting their American colours was evident, as the 
French prize-mailer of the American lhip Kitty of 
Philadelphia, in omitting to ufe this precaution, was 
arly inilrumcntal in the lot's of the ihip ; the being 
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ired at, and ftruckby a ihell, which went through her 
quarter-deck, but fortunately happened to lodge in a 
barrel of rice, which choked the futee for the moment, 
until the people extinguifhed it without doing further 
damage to the fhip. But in about an hour after, the 
Captain of the port, Don Hurtado, came on board 
the Mount Vernon, and every other American veiTcl, 
and demanded, in the moft haughty tone of lan- 
guage, their vciTels' colours, which were not re- 
turned them until after the Britiih abandoned the 
liege*. 



Monday, 12 th June. 

Peace with the Emperor. — Bofton, June 8. — Yef- 
terday afternoon arrived here the fhip Telemachus, 
CapiainPrentifs, in thirty days from Liverpool ; by 
whom we have received London papers to May 4, 
which contain Paris news to April 28th, much later 
than before received. Thefe papers abound with 
events of the greateft magnitude. 

The article moft interefting to Americans, con- 
tains well-corroborated accounts that preliminaries of 
peace had been figned between the Emperor and 
the French Republic, having been concluded by 
the Archduke Charles and General Buonaparte. 
The events which led to this meafure were an un- 



* Will any one tell me then, that indfttEnJettce is fa very great a 
blefling as it has been held to be ? Can. tins word, this mere name t 
make up for the lofles, the innumerable infuhs, the inconceivable 
mortification that the people of thefe ** independent** States are 
compelled to bear ? I enter not into the i'ubject of difpute between 
Great Britain and her American Colonies, which led to their inde- 
pendence ; nor do I know that, the quarrel once begun, independ- 
ence was not unavoidable; but la lfcrt that, abltractedly confi- 
dtred, this independence was a great evil to America; and I 
greatly fear that, in (lead of profit a ad honour, it will finally prove 
a tource of nailery and difgrace. 

i ex ampled 
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exam pled feries of victories by the French army in 
Italy over the Auftrians, in which the latter loft be* 
tween fifteen and twenty thoufand men, in killed, 
wounded, and prifoners; great quantities ofammu 
nit ion, military (lores, proviiions, &c. and two 
millions worth of quicklilver from the mines of 
Idria. Our corroborations of this intelligence are, 
firfr, Mr. Fox in the Brilifh Houfe of Common?, 
the jd of May, announced the event, and Mr. Pitt 
did not contradict it. Second, the French Execu- 
tive Directory, on the 26th of April, in a meflage 
to the Council of Five Hundred, fay, a difpatch from 
General Morcau is terminated by the following 
poflfcript : " A courier which I received this mo- 
ment from General Buonaparte, announces me the 
ligning of the preliminaries of peace with the Em- 
peror*'" This meffage created the tiveliefl emo- 
tions of joy, as the harbinger of a fpeedy peace. 
Third, the Directory, in another meifage on the 
fame day to the Council of Five Hnndrcd refpecting 
the French Colonies, &y, "The Confiitution ought 
not to be put in activity until after the peace ; but 
every thing announces that this peace will be con- 
cluded in lefs than a month." It may be neceflary 
here to Hate, that the reafon why the Directory did 
not receive a courier from Buonaparte announcing 
the above event as early as General Moreau, was, 
that General Buonaparte, in order to flop the ufelels 
efFuiion of blood, directed the courier he lent with 
%hc intelligence to proceed to Moreau's and Hoche*s 
army on the Rhine before he went to Paris. Fourth, 
General Vernier, Governor of Slraiburg (on the 
Rhine), announced by the found of trumpet on the 
24th of April, a letter from General Regnier to Ge- 
neral Vandamme, as follows: u I have the pleafure 
to inform you, General, that the preliminaries of a 
peace have julr been figned by the army of Italy ; 
jrul an armillice has jutl been proclaimed between 
4 the 
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the Auftrian army and that of the Rhine and Mo- 
felle; and, in consequence, you will ceafe all hoftili- 
ties, and the advanced pofls will remain in the fame 
polition.'* This event canfed unulual demonflra- 
tions of joy at Strafburg, which was brilliantly illu- 
minated. At Paris numerous difcharges of artillery 
announced the peace ; bufmefs was fufpended, and 
the ftreets and gardens refaunded with the fhouts of 
Five la Paix I Five la Repuhlique f Fifth ; General 
Leclcrc arrived at Paris from the army ; left the 
two Generals fettling the preliminaries of peace. 
General Buonaparte required, that the formal 
acknowledgment of the French Republic by the 
Emperor fhould be expunged from the treaty, as 
the Republic ftood not in need of it for its exigence. 
A number of lefs prominent occurrences convince Ui 
that peace now exilts betsveen the French Republic 
and the Emperor of Germany. 

It will be afked, Does the peace include Great 
Britain ? We can give no decihve anfwer on this 
head. A Paris paper of the 26th April fays, "The 
Directory alfo reckon on a peace with England : 
and on the 2d of May the Britifh Parliament voted 
one million eight hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds loan to the Emperor ; likewife provilion for 
guaranteeing three million five hundred thoufand 
pounds, to be raifed on account of the Emperor. 
This was on the day the news arrived of the Em- 
peror's having made peace ; the officiality of which, 
Mr. Pitt fcemed unfatisfied with ; but told the Houfe 
if it was necefTary to flop the loan, it could be done 
in any ftage of the bill. 

The conditions of the peace are varioufly frated. 
Some fay that " Auftria confents to the boundaries 
ot the Rhine and the Alps, and the liberty of Lom- 
bardy and Mantua." Others ftate the conditions to 
he, "* 1 ft, the independence of Italy, ad, The cef- 
£on of part of Upper Auftria to the Prince of 

Orange, 
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Orange. 3d, The expenfes of the war to be paiil 
by the Emperor, 

The French armies of the Upper and Lower Rhine 

>th palled that river about the 19th of April. Ge- 
neral Moreau attacked and carried, at noon-day, the 
ftrong poll of Kehl ; before 7 o'clock, planted the 
tri- coloured flag on the battlements of that very 

Lehl which they had defended for fifty-two days 
again ft Prince Charles and all the vigour of his ve- 
teran army. General Hoche ellablifhcd his posi- 
tion on the right fide of the Rhine, after a pitched 
battle, and three actions, in which he took feven 
thoufand prifoners, twenty-feven cannon, feven 
iiandards, and lixty waggons. 

American Traitors. — To the Editor of a Bqfton Pa- 
per : Paris, March 29, — " To the difgrace of our 
country, and its degradation, in the eyes even of 
Frenchmen, there are a number of Americans, who, 
forgetful of every obligation which binds man to 
man, are engaged in fitting out privateers to 
crane again ft the American commerce ; and whole 
folicitations have been highly inftrumental in pro- 
curing the unjuit orders refpecting American veuels, 
which have been ifliicd by the Directory, I know 
not the names of all the perlbns thus concerned, 
but am ma tie acquainted, that among them the fol- 
lowing make a boafl. of their depredations, viz. 
Captain John Coihn Whitney, Captain Wil- 
liam Cohell, Mr. William Allis, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Callender, and Mr. Samuel Hatch, all of 
your place, or its vicinity. There are others whom 
I have heard named ; but they have been aihamed 
of their conduct, and have done all in their power 
to repair it. I iy m path ize with the friends, parents, 
and connexions of the perfons named j as they muft 
condemn a cupidity which gratifies itfelf at the ex- 
pense of patriotifm ; and, to refcue myfelf and other 
Americans here from the general imputation, 1 muft 

rcqueft 
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requcft that you make this as public as you can. 
Captain Thomas Lewis, of Marblehead ; Ellery, of 
Cape Ann j fevera! New-Yorkers, and Sou Lucre, 
are on the fame black M.*' 

Spanijh Cruelty, — New- York, June 10. Captain 
Pratt, juft arrived from Carthagena, reports that, 
while he lay there, the fchoooer Polly and Jenny, 
Captain Parfons, of fourteen guns, from Jamaica, 
was brought in there j which, after an engagement 
of two hours with two Spanifh privateers, one of 
fix teen, the other of ten guns, to the leeward of 
Carthagena, was boarded ; the Captain, ftrir. and 
fccond lieutenant, furgeon, and two of the people, 
murdered in the cabin ! The Captain was hauled 
upon deck, and had hts head chapped ofF ! Thofe 
who were not Englifhmen on board efcaped this 
treatment. This was told Captain Pratt by the re- 
mainder of the Polly and Jenny's crew. 



Mutiny in the Fleet. — Boflon (fame date as the 
above article), A ferious mutiny broke out in the 
whole Britim channel fleet the 15th of" April. On 
that day, when Admiral Bridport ordered the fleet 
to prepare for tea, inllead of weighing anchor, the 
crew of the Queen Charlotte gave three cheers as a 
fignal of difatfeelion ; as the plan had been preme- 
ditated, the reit of t\ic crew followed. The officers, 
thunder- ft ruck, could do nothing. They were loon 
all confined, and ropes hung from the fore-yard arm 
m terror em to the unpopular of the fleet. Deputies 
each fhip repaired on board the Queen Char- 

te, a iiiit rate ; and the mutiny, in confequence 
of an intemperate procedure of Admiral Gardner, 
ailumed the mofl alarming aipect. The demands 
of the teamen were an advance of pay to thirty fhil- 
\kt month ; a due allowance of provifions ; a 
more equal diltribution of prize-money, and the dtfr 

vol.. >: v placement 
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placement of feveral obnoxious officers. Thefe de- 
mands created the molt alarming apprehensions in 
the Briuih Mini 11 ry ; but they were complied with 
in their fuHcll extent. Admiral Bridport communi- 
iK-d to the crews the concefiion of the Government, 
ind a pardon from the King ; on which they all re- 
turned to their duty. The contagion ipread through 
every port in England. 

A new loan of 1 8 } ooo,ooo/. was carried in the 
Houfe of Commons May i, 193 againft 50. 

No intelligence had been received from Mr. 
[-Iammond, who had been fen! to Vienna on a paci- 
fic embafly. 

Twenty- one counties, cities, and towns, have 
petitioned for peace and the difmiflal of Pitt. Other 
counties were aiTcmbling. 

Three per cent, confols, May 4, 48 1-2 *. 



Tuesday, 13 th Jitne. 

Fames Gallantly. — Some of the papers fport Mr, 
.'Thomas Paine as a man of gallantry. They fay, 
iincc his latt trip to Paris, he was taught on his 
knees at a lady's feet by her hufband. The French- 
man, aftnniihed at what he faw, exclaimed, " Vat 
the devil be you doing , Citizen Pains ? n — " Only" re- 
plied Pa i oe , " meajhrmg your lady for a pair ofjltiys.** 
The Frenchman, quite pleated with Tom's anfwer, 
h[ffid % and thanked him for his politenefs. 



* To infert article* of foreign newa h contrary to my plan ; and 
I have only given a piace to theie two articles by way of preierviog 
site dale 0*1 the moft diftrcfling news that ever reached me. We 
now I 1799] know that a great deal of what is contained in thefe 
article* was lalfe ; but we alio know, that too much of it was true. 
Niiver was England fo near the brink of definition. I never felt 
any thing liku- doubt, as to the refult of the war, except at the 
receipt of this news j and then 1 confefs 1 was alarmed, though I 
did not defpalr. I it'll I relied on the virtue and bravery of the na- 
tion ; but the gloom wasfiKh as I could not fee through. 

Wldnesday, 
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Wednesday, 14 th June. 

Definition of a Patriot. — To Peter Porcupine, A 
correspondent of yours in one of your papers, in 
tiuiu : . g forae tfri£lures by the O'Careys, has given 
the Significant title of Irifti patriots. As the 
etymological hi (lory of this word is not, perhaps, 
very generally underftood, I have taken the liberty 
oi handing you the following definition. 

The word patriot has its origin from one Pat, an 
Irifhman, who lived in the time of Oliver Cromwell. 
He was a very turbulent and noify fellow; always 
raving again it the then republican Government, and 
often kicking up a Riot : from whence, the people 
ufed to obferve on thefe occafions, that Pat riots. 
The two words have iince become one, by being 
modelled into that oi patriot. 

Mr. Pirwkney. — Letter from Harrifbnrg. Sir, It 
appears that our rejecled envoy pufferies the Chrif- 
tian virtue of humility in an eminent degree ; when 
he is (mitten upon one cheek he very cordially turns 
the other, and fervently prays for his enemies, thougU 
they defpitefully ufe and perfecute him. Not with- 
franding his country has been loaded willi every in- 
dignity that a French Dircclory is capable of otter- 
ing, and htmfelf treated with every perfonal intuit, 
except the la ft, that of being whipped or kicked out of 
France (which, from every appearance, would have 
been the cafe had he continued there murh longer), 
he concludes one of his difpatches to Mr. Pickering 
in thefe remarkable words : " No perianal flights can 
prevent rac from moft earncftly praying that the in- 
dependence and liberty of France may be firmK Se- 
cured by a fpcedy and honourable peace." He dat^s 
one of his letters to La Croix, ** 7th Pluviofe," ad- 
drelTes him by the title of tf Citizen Minifter," and 
n 2. concW&vLS, 
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concludes, " Accept the affurancc of my perfeR con* 
federation" This (ridiculous and contemptible at all 
times) is, in the prefent pofture of affairs, mean, 
fervile, and degrading. If he could have fqueezed 
in " falut et fraternite," we Ihould have had a 
complete formulary of republican epiftolary cant; 
though we hive no right to complain, as he has 
done tolerably well, confidering the fhortnefs of the 
letter alluded to. When did the people of America 
adopt this jargon ? L believe we arc all fully iatisfied 
with our old mode of ftyle and addrefs, and have not 
yet fern the neceffity of an alteration \ particularly 
to tooth and flatter a nation which is at this moment 
trampling upon our dearell rights and adding infult 
to injury. And yet, after fpcndmg many days in de- 
bating whether any intuits have been offered to our 
country, Congrcfs have at length determined the 
point in the affirmative by a majority of two votes 
(fifty to forty-eight), O my country ! how art thou 
fallen ! Ah American. 

[The above remarks are juft fuch as I would wiih 
to have been the author of. Mr. Pinckney certainly 
did not behave with the dignity of a Ivltnifter from 
an independent State. What has been termed pru- 
dence, and tafmmfi, will meet with another name 
from the voice of other nations, and from the pen of 
the hiltorian : and as to the adoption of the atheilt 
calendar, it falls tittle fhort of the ap oil ate cere- 
mony of trampling upon the crols.j 



Thursday, 15 th June. 

Sieyes*' — From a Paris paper of April n. "A 
4f monflcr, a prieft, ci-devaut curate of Dragui- 
" gnan, entered this morning the houfe of Sieves, 
" member of the Council of Five Hundred, under 
" pretence of afking force relief, and fhot him with 
" a piilol. Sieves, while he was endeavouring to 
1 *' put 
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put afide the ptftol from his brcafl with his left 
" hand, received two balls in his arm ; a third grazed 
" his haunch. The wound, though deep, fortu- 
ft nately docs not appear to be mortal. Poul is the 
•* name of the aflafllu, a relation of the famous 
* e preacher of that name. He h arrr.fted. A num- 
ber of papers were found upon him, of which we 
do not yet know the contents *.'* 



t( 



French Intrigues in Georgia, — The following lette 
was received by Saturday's poll, bul it came too late 
for infertion on that day. The reader will perceive 
that it is written by a foreigner, and will make al- 
lowances accordingly. 

Churlejion, id June, 1 79 7, 
Mr* Peter Porcupine, 
If you flattered yourfclfbccaufe Adet's diplomatic 
blundcrbufs has made no great execution in a north- 
ern direction, it would have flill lefs effect in a 
fouthern one, let me tell you that you are greatly 
miftakeu. 



* A Paris newfmonger may call this expulfed prieft a monfter, 
if be pleafe5,, oor will any one attempt to jiiftlfy him j but if ever 
aa iflaffin deferved to be called an 3VLnger of his country's wrongs, 
be who puts an end to the life of the infamous Sieyes wi) I molt cer- 
tainly deierve it. This wretch was himfelf a Roroifh clergyman, and 
{as is common with apoftates) become the moft favage of the per- 
fecutors of the body to which he had belonged. He was one of 
tbofe whom Play fair {in his Hiftory of Jacohiniftn) reprefents as 
celebrating with every demon ft ration of joy the bloody malTacres of 
St. Domingo ; and he is well known to be the man who had the 
principal part in organizing the boly mfuriection of the loth of 
Augiift, for which he afterwards palled fen fence of death on hi* 
Seven 

He has been of all parties, and well with all. In a contro- 
verfy with Tom Paine he defended monarchy as preferable to a 
TtpKblii, He has fncceffively acted with Biiflbt, Marat, Damon, 
Robefpierre, Barrere, Tallien, and is at this moment {if the world 
«not delivered of him) ncYive, plotting, under ihe devil of the five 
tyrants. So that, I think, the Pans newfmonger might have ap- 
plied the term monjer to the patient rather than to the doctor. 

D ? To 
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To ranvim e \ou of your error, know then (and I 
im *!d it ii> uo more a lecret) that warlike prepara- 
tion- aft mjtde in fame part of Georgia, either Ig fly 
to ihe afiilrante r.t the toyvn of St. Auguftine, tup* 
jolcd to ' c a tacked before long by the Englifh, 
or to Uke a previous pntft'Jfion of it and of the 
w+iolt province ol Eaft Florida in the name of the 
Frctv .1 Republic. Know that, bchdes feveral re- 
cruits of liiat nation, about fifteen hundred of our 
O'W! mHintryi&rn Irom ihe back parts of the t'outhern 
States are in ruddLcis to march on that expedi- 
tion, under ihe command of General Clarke, and 
beaded by Spaniih* German, and French officers, 
i tf-t th* monies draughted out of the treafii* 

giflaturr to pay its pri- 

i i loyed by her Agent for 

clothing, paying, and lining out with arms and 

ammunitions, '.hat body of men, in joint expenses 

villi thi Spanifh ConliiL Know, that a certain French 

Baron, de B— -y, who came la fl year to ibis city from 

Philadelphia in company with the Duke of Liancourt, 

under a di'guife very ofkn adopted in this part of 

the world by French I pics, that of itinerant bota- 

aUis ; and w Liu went back ' v bimfelt to Philadelphia 

1»\ land upon ihe very idci tical track, of Miuifieur 

ift returned again, and landed in this 

i, uiit'n- his iirll qucftion^has been, What is 

pinion about ihe new PrefidenVs Ipeech 

to Cungrrts ? 

You ma \ therefore conclude, "Mr Porcupine, from 
the aij»<-vi of ll inga in thefc fuulhern States, that 
fonie blows are pre) aired in the dark which will foon 
cndai rnal peace and welfare,; and 

thai if \d< l*i rial body is returned to the land 

of Pluvjofe and KUialctre, his intriguing genius, 
pht lying fpirit of Elias, remains tcattered 
among In* difciplcs on this eontiuent, 

1 am yoi Carouxiensis. 

$ - Friday, 
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Friday, i6 lk June. 

Buonaparte's Rapacjty and Cruelty. — London, May 
5. A letter from Milan of the iifi ult. written by a 
gentleman of known refpe<ft ability, lutes the lol low- 
ing particulars refpecli ng the leandalous condu t of 
the French General in Italy, whofe virtue and gene- 
rofity we have fometimee extolled in the molt cnihu- 
fiaftic ilrain : 

ft The French owed the Venetians about 28 mil- 
lions for grain, cattle, &c. as the inhabitants of the 
continental dominions of the Republic of Venice 
had chiefly furnifhed theie articles. The French 
have dtfcharged this debt, by bringing about a revo- 
lution in thefe provinces, which are likcwife Can to 
be pillaged in the fame manner as Lombarcly* Jm- 
menle contributions will be impofed as the price of 
liberty ; public and private property will be plun- 
dered* and all young men forced lo enlifi, or fly, 
that, in the latter cafe, their eftatcs may be confis- 
cated, Buonaparte, at the time he iigned a treaty 
of peace with the Pope, invited againil his Holinefs 
the dutcby of Urbino, which has lately been revo- 
lutionized. After having induced the Grand Duke 
of Tufcany to pay four million of livres on condi- 
tion of the French garrifon being withdrawn from 
Leghorn, he has ordered it to be again occupied by 
a whole divifion. The rery moment the irate of 
Genoa had ranfomed itielf, all its fubjecls who pol- 
fefledany property in the Imperial fiefs, were cruthed 
with taxes. Prince Doria has paid 150,000 livrcs ; 
and the Fiefques, the Balbis, and others, have been 
laddled with enormous Turns, 

"Buonaparte has extorted from Lomhardy rjo 

millions in money and merchandise, without laking 

) the account the fpo Hat ions of churches, the 

pillage of private property, and the robberies com- 

(uitted >yith arms in hand. Threo hours wore fuf- 

D 4 iu\e\>V 
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ficient for General Maflena to feize on the Mount 
of Piety at Milan, containing precious effects, to 
the amount of fifteen millions of livres, and on the 
chefts of the hofpitals, communities, fee. The fame 
line of conduct was obferved by the French generals 
at Bologna, Modena, and Ferrara. All the furniture 
of the Archduke Ferdinand at Monza has been pil- 
laged. This prince had removed a confiderable 
part of his effects to Bergamo, a neutral town ; but 
Buonaparte ordered them to be carried off by 
force, and a piece of furniture worth fifty thoufand 
livres, with which the late Queen of France had pre- 
sented the Archdutchefs, has fallen to the lot of his 
wife. 

" Salicetti has by thefe means raifed a fortune of 
four millions; Buonaparte, a ftill greater; and all 
the other generals and commifiioners have collected 
confiderable wealth. 

" In addition to the robberies committed, Buona- 
parte has received confiderable fums -from Genoa, 
Venice, and the Pope, on his promising to fpare 
them. As to the direct contribution in money, 
Lombardy has paid upwards of fixty-five millions. 
As the capital in circulation did not amount to more 
than twenty millions, it became neceffary to dis- 
charge the remainder in merchandife, plate, and 
with money borrowed at Genoa. Count Litta, after 
having paid 500,000 livres, has fled for fear of worfe 
treatment, and Count Grepi to pay 900,000 livres. 
All the inhabitants of Milan had been ordered, on 
pain of confifcation and baniftiment, to return to 
town ; and now the permifiion to withdraw to their 
villas is fold them for 4000 livres per mon'h. Mar- 
chefi, the celebrated linger, having refufed to appear 
on the fiage, was ordered by Buonaparte to quit 
Lombardy within three days, and not to return on 
pain of death. 

" A beautiful • paffage of Taffo's Jeruialem ap- 
pears 
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of Italy. 
Hoolc : 



4t 

the prcfent ftate 
It is thus tranflated by the elegant Mr. 



** Shall then a favage race, whofe barbarous mind 
No reaion governs, and no laws can bind — 
Shall their, infiriate ftill of wealth and blood, 
Lay on our willing necks' the fervlte load ? 
SulIi are the fuffering and th T itifulting fcorn, 
Which leven long years our paffive train has borne ; 
That diftant Rome may blufh to hear our fhame. 
And future times reproach th' Italian name." 



French and Spaniards -unite to plunder the Amert* 
cans. — The fhip Alfred, of Bofton, Captain Atguith, 
bound from Liibonto SafFee, with ia,ooo dollars on 
board, was captured by a French privateer, who 
took out the money, and put it in the privateer, and 
put men on board to bring her into Ceuta ; but on 
the 14th of April was captured by Admiral Jcrvis, 
who liberated her, and deiired the Captain to go to 
Cadi/, to feck redrefs for the money, and on the 
night of the 6th the Captain ran the fhip on fhore, 
fix miles to the foulhward of Cadiz. The Captain 
and crew, on their arrival at Cadiz* were put in irons 
in tliecadle called Santa Pietre. 



Saturday, 17 th June. 

Toft-office Rafcality. — It will he recollected, per- 
haps, that I lbmetime ago publicly complained of 
the injury I was likely 10 fnftain from the foul play 
ihown to my paper, in its patTage to diflant places. 
1 then intimated, that it rouft certainly be afcribable 
to the pofl-rnafters on the road; and I think the 
following' extract of a letter will convince the pub- 
]ic,that my charge was not ill founded. 

" Stockbridge, Majfaehufetts, %th June, 179", 

<*Su, By the affiflance of Mr, , I have 

become 
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^blcnber tor your Gazette. I received 

papers regularly for two or three weeks, but 

that* for fcveral fuccefiiTe weeks, the hills of 

kave corns, but not a Jingle paper, I am 

disappointed, as I valued your Gazette more 

ia any other paper we receive, and in- 

1 tended to preterre them with the utmoft care. I 

not inclined to think that the pofi-mafier at 

Philadelphia is lb inattentive as to fend a bill 

** workly, and vmtfatdmg the papers ; but it is owing 

j^itry of fame famdrel on the road." 

From the WZr ef pofage having regularly got to 

is Hear, that the papers were as regularly 

1 the pod-office here, and as they have not 

x^kbridge, they muft have been detained 

by tome p*fl-majler or pofimaflers* 

I have complaints of the fame kind from the 
neighbourhood oi Frt\Lritkjlmrgh t and from the town 
of A at which latter place, the printers Willct 

and O'Connor, who have always had a paper regu- 
larly tent, without a iingle omiffion, complain of 
received one* 
To Cupprefs fo da Hardly and afTaflin-like a con* 
^ainfl the lil>erty of the pref-, and fo ron- 
ptuousa violation of the law of the Union, I am 
iced to oflcr to any one who will give informa- 
polt- matter, or deputy, who fhall 
detention, or otherwife retard the progrefs 
kn Gazette, fo that the laid poft-mafier, 
bcuted to conviction, the fum 
dollars ; and I ila hereby offrr, and 
klf U' pay ihc faid fum to fueh informer, 
h conviction iliall take place in 
* the United States of America. 
Wm, Cobbett, 
'$» "797* 

Partiality 
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Partiality fcr Fr*atr. — M*. PN>*CT?:ki. T&c 



fear of offend in.; 



on ourfelrcs iicr terrible 



11 I c 



fon£ with all the uppontion member* is Congress. 
Alu tough they arc tVnfible that oar cocnascree e in 
danger of being annihilate, and that our Scamcm. 
will all deleft into fo ei|Ti ternce, if Government 
does not take fume effectual means to prated than ; 
that protection is as moch a doty as allegiance, and 
repugnant neither to the law of nations, nor to th* 
treaties exifting between the two countries ; they 
are full haunted by the tenors of war ; they nave 
but one anfwer to all kinds of arguments on the 
iiifiject ; but one unvarying difmal cuckoo- for 

Tbefe phtlofophers ihudder at the ver\ thought of 
arms ; the idea of fhedding blood, even in tbcirowu 
defence, makes the tweet milk of bumanitv Hand 
ftill, and curdle in their veins. It is very true, they 
confefs we have been robbed of twelve or fourteeu 
millions of dollars ; our Government has bcrn 
fliaraefully intuited; our Minifter has been dilhiitf- 
ed like a fpy or a vagabond ; our fcaraen are dying 
by fcores in French prifons ; and the French lull 
continue their piracies ; but we had better lofe all, 
iky they, and iuffer all, than prepare to defend cur- 
felves, or even to talk about 11 ; the Directory will 
hear of it, and we fhall certainly have a war. 

One would imagine, that the oppofition were 
all converted into good peaceable Quakers, if he did 
not recollect the eagerneft that thr fame men disco- 
vered, about two years fince, to go to war with I 
land, for fpoliations inconiiderable, when compared 
with thofe of France ; that it required all the ad- 
drefs, the influence, and firmnels of Washington, to 
preftrvi- the peace; or, if he had forgot their extrava- 
gant rejoicings for the bloody victories of France, 
her opprcliion and tyranny over the ftirroundtng 
nations. But thefe facts, recorded in all the Gazettes 
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of the day, to the lading infamy of thefe hypocritical 
friends of peace, furnifh. a key to unlock the fecret. 
The truth is, and it is a facl I wifh the reader to re- 
member, they have not the leaft feruple whatever to 
plunge their country into a war with Great Britain, 
by which we mould lofe more in one year, than by 
the enmity of France in ten; but rather than quar- 
rel with \he grand ttepuhlic, they would fubmit to 
any thing, however injurious or dep-ading. They 
are ready to palliate, if notjultify, all her enormities ; 
to make treaties, or to unmake them, as fhe fhall 
dictate : nay, fo excefhvc is their complaifance, that 
they are willing not only to pardon all her offences, 
to cancel all her debts, but to transfer the guilt of 
her crimes to what they are bafe enough to call the 
errors of their own Government. 

If this is not French influence, if it is not treachery 
to the United States, I do not know what name to 
give it. 

French Decrees agawfi (he United States. — French 
Arret of April 10. "The Executive Directory 
directs that the pafTports granted by the Miniiters 
and diplomatic Envoys of the United States of 
America, or paffports certified by them, fhall not 
be admitted, nor acknowledged of any authority. 

" The Minifier of Police is charged with the exe- 
cution of this arret, which fhall be printed. 

(Signed) « f Rewbell, Prefident. 

* ( Lagarde, Sec, Gen." 

19th. It is flatcd as a certain fact, that the Minis- 
ter of External Relations has written to the Com- 
miffioners of the Trcafury, not to pay any turns due 
to the Americans. Has Charles Dc la Croix had the 
dexterity 1o break altogether an alliance which Ro- 
jefpierre himielf refpectcd ? He is, without doubt, 

ignorant 
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ignorant how much commerce and maritime advan- 
tage this rupture will hold out to England. 



Monday, iq^June. 

Blockade of Cadiz* — Captain John Barton, from 
Cadiz, has politely handed us the following : 

His Britannic Majejlys Ship Captain 



Sir, 



Cadiz, T\th Aprils 1797. 



of 



n comequence of the unprovoked declaration 
war from his Catholic MajeftVj agatnft his Britannic 
Majefty and the Britifh nation, it is found right that 
Spain fhould no longer have any trade, 

J have therefore the honour to acquaint you, tha 
no neutral veffel fhall hereafter be fullered to enter o 
leave the port of Cadiz, without having obtained my 
permiflion, or that of the Commander in Chief of 
the Britith fleet, that from this moment Cadiz is to 
be considered as a blockaded port. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelsok, 
To the Danifh Conful. 

Jofe Yznardy Efq. Pro-conful General for the 
United States of America, in Cadiz, Sec, 

It is hereby made known, in the name of the 
Government of the United States, that it is meet and 
is neceiTary for the better lecurtty of commerce, that 
all veffels now in the bay, cleared by this confulate, 
ftiodd fufpend their failing until further orders; and 
whatever captain tfanfgreilbs this notice, is to be 
accountable for all and every confequence which 
may refult from his difobedience, either again ft 
any particular American citizen^ or the nation at 
large. 

CaJix, 14/// April) 1797. 

Pofifcript 
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Pqftfcript to Admiral Nelfoa'a ^rder, published ill 
this Gazelle of Friday laii, 

P- S. Rear-admiral Nrlfon requefls the Ammran 
Conful will have the goodnefs to direct his letter to 
the Danilh Cou'ul, and make it public for the in- 
formation of all other coiiiuls. 

Copy of the Letter a ddreflld to Rear-ad msral Nellbn, 

SjR, Cadix^diprii 15, 1/97. 

The America n Onful reiiding in this city has 
fhown us the olricui note which you have addtcfTcd 
to him, wherein you mention that this is to be con- 
sidered a* a blockaded port, and that no velfd will 
afcied to pafs in or out, without your or the 
Ciiief Commander's leave. We eanncit but exprets 
ourfurpriie at this unexpected intelligence, the mere 
lb, as laid meafnrc is contrary to the exiftmg treaties 
of amity and commerce between our respective iovc- 
reigns and nations, and the King o( Great Britain 
and the Britiih nation. Appearing, as it does by your 
faid official note, that an abfolute :ower is invefled 
in the Chief Commander and in }ou, we deem it a 
duty highly incumbent upon us, before we commu- 
nicate the needful in format ton to our refpeeiive fu- 
periors, to requeft you will be plcafrd to inform us in 
anfwer, whether veifels belonging to Americans, 
Danes, Swedes, Venetian^, andGenoefe, fome now 
ready to put to fea, and others partly loaded, bound 
for neutral ports, and furnifhed with certificates 
fpecifying the property on board to be bona fide neu- 
tral, will be furfered to proceed on their voyages, 
without running the riik of being detained ; and 
we beg leave to obferve, that we conceive an exph It 
and categorical anfwer on this important head, due 
to the permanent friend fhip protefled by our re- 
ceive nations and the conftant dehre they fhow 

to 
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to continue In amity and good underfianding with 
his Britannic Majefty and the Britiih nation. 

In cafe you mould not judge proper to grant faid 
requeit, we have to beg your precife informatioi 
thereon, that we may jointly difpatch an exprefs to 
the court of London, in order to folicit the juil ac- 
complifliment of this application. 

(copy.) 

Vllh de Paris, off Cttd'm t 
Gentlemen* li)th Apnl, 1797. 

Although I do by no means admit the rcafonin ; 
jn your letter of the 15th intfant, addrctred to Rear- 
admiral Nelfon, that the blockade of an enemy's 
port is unufuul, much lefs unprecedenlrd ; having 
in two in fiances carried a finiilar meafure into exe- 
cution during the laft year, in the Mediterranean, 
viz. Toulon and Leghorn ; I have great fal 
in relieving the minds of the merchants of tit ; 
powers refident in Cadiz, by giving you the . 
equivocal atfurances, that ;. ps and veflel 

neutral nations, loaded with bona fide proper! y f 
neutral merchants, carrying clear and authent; 
cuments in proof thereof, will (upon prefenl 
to the commanding officer of the fcjun 
Britannic Majefiy's (hips under my command) be 
permitted to proceed from Cadiz to their ret 
live deit hiations, after fuch examination as tit 
officer ihall in his difcretion judge ncceflar 
make. 



(Signed) 
Neutrtd Coti/'/tls refidmt at Cadiz. 



vis. 



M Jjnin\ the French Spy, in Canada. — "Wc leam, by 
ibted authority, that a certain Majo IV? 4 La 
from the State of Rhode Ifland, and a brother r»i 
a Thomas Butterflcld, from this State, have lately 
been apprehended^ and are now in irons iu Quebec, 
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upon fomething more than a fufpicion oftreafonable 
practices againft the government of thar province. 
it was found that Major M'Lane had a commiilion 
under the French Republic, was under pay, and for 
about two years pail had been faithfully employed 
among the French inhabitants, whifpering fedition 
in their ears, founding their difpolitions, and endea- 
vouring to engage them to rife againft their prcfent 
government. On examination it appeared, that this 
was a branch of an cxtenfive plan of operations fet- 
tled in the French cabinet ; that M'Lane had fo far 
fuccecded in his enterprife, that, upon the arrival of 
a French licet in the river St. Laurence, the maga- 
zines were to be blown up, and the French inhabit- 
ants io rife in a mafs, fly to arms, and exterminate 
the Englifh. Several characters in this State are im- 
plicated as participating in thefcheme. 

French and American Flags. — Thelaft Bofton Cen- 
tinel, under the head of Rumours, after mentioning 
icvcral which we have already published, fays, " It 
" is rumoured in this town, via Marblehead, that 
" the French Council of Five Hundred has ordered 
** Barney's American flag * to be taken down from 
" the walls of their hall ! It will be remembered, 
li that the flag in quefiion was never grefented by the 
" American Government." 

But' it will he remembered though, that the French 
flag in return for it, was received by the American Go- 
vernment, and by every branch of it fucceflively ; : 
and a moil trifling, childifti (not to fay fhameful 



* This flag is called Barney's, I prefume, because it was carried 
into the Convention, and delivered to the Prefident, by that rene- 
gado captain ; but he acled under the direction of Munroe, the 
American ambaflador ; and the flag that the Convention fent to 
the Congrefs in return, was formally received, and depofited in 
the archives by the three branches of the Legiilature. — See the 
" Prpfpctlfrom the Congrefs Gallery." 

and 
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and fcaudalous) exhibition it was. At the time when 
this dirty flag was received here, no one laid a 
word againft its reception; it is, therefore, too late to 
difown the gift for which it was a return. The 
befl way is, to confefs our folly, and avoid the like 
in future. 



Advertifemmt Extraordinary, —The following ex- 
traordinary advertifement is copied from tin 
Centinel of the 14th inil. — *' Whereas my wife 
Betty has eloped from my bed and board, and has 
behaved in an unbecoming and indecent manner, by 
propagating the human fpecies in a way other than 
the one prescribed by law ; this is to caution all 
kinds of people, both black, white y or fiebatd, 
again ft truliing her on my account (harbour they 
imy if they can) ; as I will not pay one rtidle of hex 
contracting after this date. 

** John Bolton-. 

" Bridgewater } dime 1 4/* 



Tuesday, 2o lh June. 
Sans-cidotte Morality, — From a Paris paper of the 
4th April. — The roads through the republican terri- 
tory continue to be infeited by robbers, infomuch, 
that thole who have occafion to travel, having been 
long apprized by the public prints of the number o£ 
affaffinations committed by thofe brigands, no longer 
expofe themfelves by night on the public roads. The 
brigands thus finding their plans defeated, have 
adopted another mode, of which one of them be- 
came the victim a few days ago. 

In the village of Trappe, about a league diflant 
from Veriailles, a traveller found himfelf benighted. 
The roads near the village being unfafe, he determined 
toileep there. He entered into a fmall tavern, and 
tonverfed with the wife* in whofe conYerfation he 
vol, vi. e thou^X. 
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thought be could diitinguifh an honelt heart. Jul 
as he was oa the point of going to bed, at half paft 
teo o'clock , he heard feme one entering the houte ; 
he I i lie tied gently at the door> to difcovcr whether it 
was the landlord of the tavern, who was ablent on 
his arrival. The firft words he heard, were addreffed 
by the wife to the hufband: *' Have you found any 
game this evening V — (t No,* replied the hufband. 
*' We have iotne above Hairs*" laid the wife. They 
now went in, and the traveller heard no more. His 
frtuatiun was lerrible. To remain where he was, was 
dangerous ; to make a pretext for going out, fiill 
more Co, He (tirred the cinders, as if in the act of 
covering the fire, let his fhoes felt, and, in a word, 
made pretty nearly the noife of a perfon going ta 
bed He now ieated himlclf on, the bed, kept his 
pifiols and fwovd in readinefs, and expected, not 
without agitation, the moment when he forefaw he 
fhuuld be attacked. At midnight, the noiie of a 
ladder placed againft the wall, and that of a trap 
raifed at the bed -tide, convinced him of the attempt 
which was about to be made. He crept by the foot 
oi the bed, and at the in it ant when the tavern- 
keeper had half entered the room, he made a cut at 
his head with a fabre. The latter fell into the 
apartment below. The light being extinguished, 
the woman, w r ho mi (look her wounded hufband for 
the traveller, laid hold of him and cut his throat. 
At this moment the trampling of horfes was beard ; 
the traveller looked out at I he window, and perceived 
a body of gendarmes who were returning from efcort- 
itig the mail. He gave an alarm, and the gendarmes 
forced the door. The traveller told his flory. The 
gendarmes feized both him and the woman, and 
conducted them to priibn at Versailles, where they 
are now trying by the Criminal Tribunal of the de- 
partment of Seine and Oiic. 



•rsmmm 
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Premium on the Capture of American Flour. — The 
Commiflion of St, Domingo have refolvcd to give 
bounty of half a dollar per barrel to privateer ownei 
and crews, for all the flour they fhall lawfully cap- 
ture and bring into that port. 

Here the commljfiomd fcoundrels of St. Domingo 
are endeavouring to outwit the black and mulatto 
pirates, that they equip to plunder the American 
trade. The owners and crews are promifed half 
dollar a barrel bounty, on all the flour they fhall 
lawfully capture and bring into the ifland ; but what 
is not lawfully captured, as is the cafe with nine 
tenths of their prizes, 1 fuppofc mull be fold, or 
ftored, for the benefit of the Commiffioncrs. 



Wednesday, zi^June. 
Captain Young's ingem9its Deception^ — New- York, 
June 19* Captain Francis Young, of the brig Po- 
laiki, which failed from this port the 26th April, off 
Cape St. Nicola Mole, about three leagues, fell in 
with one French fchooner and three boats in a calm. 
They came within mu fleet fhot of him, and fired. 
They hoifted national colours. The brig had four- 
teen wooden guns. Captain Young finding ihey 
were refolved to come on board, made two cartridges 
with powder, tarred canvafs over them, and then 
wound rope-yarns on them, until each was as big as 
a man's head, leaving a hole for priming. He then 
made them fall: to the wooden guns, and fired ore 
to the leeward, but hoifted no colours. They li ill 
approaching, he hauled up thceourfes, as is cuflom- 
ary when a fhip engages, fet the Englifh colour 
fired one of them to the windward, which made 
as mueh report as a fix-pounder. They put back 
for the fhore. The brig flood for them until there 
came a good breeze, then made all fail^ and got off. 

£ 2 \x 
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It was that alone which faved him, and a brig that 
belonged to Philadelphia that was in company < 

Baches treafonable Publications. — Mr. Porcu- 
pine, I have often wondered at the audacity of old 
Ben's grandfon, and have been furprifed that he has 
not been flopped in his treafonable career of abufe 
againft the Government of the United States, before 
this time. I am no friend to needlefs profecutions 
for the offences of the prefs : they are weeds natural 
to the rich foil of liberty ; but there are certain limits 
beyond which they are extremely dangerous, and 
ought to be checked. There is hardly a paper that 
has been iflued from this peftilential prefs, fince the 
opening of the prefent Congrefs, that has not been 
itrongly marked with fentiments feditious, inflam- 
matory, and libellous. As a fpecimen, I have Select- 
ed only two or three out of the paper of yefterday 
morning, which I requeft you to republish, that the 
citizens of the United States may fee the enormity, 
and provide ibmc remedy for it, before the evil be- 
comes incurable. Speaking of the expenfes incurred 
by the prefent fefTion of Congrefs, he fays : 

" If this enormous expenfe is incurred at the 
threfhold, what may we not expect, when effect 
ihall be given to the hoitile views of John Adams 
and theBritifh faction ? If the people are flill blind- 
ed to the views of the Prefident by three votes, and 
his adherents, they will foon open their eyes to as in- 
famous a fyftem as ever was attempted to be practiled 
upon a free people. Twenty-one thoufand dollars 
for an anfwer to the lpeech of a man who is medi- 
tating war and ruin to the United States, is fuch a 
flupendousact of folly and extravagance, as fcarcely 
to be equalled in the annals of any country. 

" Mr. Adams, in his war-whoop, talks about a 

wound in the American bofom. The King of 

x Great 
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Great Britain and the Emperor talked" in the fame 
manner, he fays, and then adds, ** France has given 
them a falve for their wounds ; and if Mr. Adams 
will indulge his own ienfations, crofs the Atlantic, 
tind join Ms two friends, he will alfo find a falve for 
the wound in his bofom.'* 

The quotations require no comment : they fpeak 
for thcmfelves : they may be trnced to their fource, 
and the reader will readily gaefa where that lips, 
when he is told that this proftitute fon of oil and 
lamp- Waek was the intimate of all the French Mi- 
nifters, and difperfes many (I might lay hundreds) 
of his papers daily among non-fubferibers. 

Tins tail- mentioned facl I can corroborate ; for I 
myfelf get every day one of two papers which Bachc 
has, for many months, continued to fend to a perfon 
who does not fubferibe to his infernal folio. 

Dreadful Storm. — Wilmington, June 19- On 
Saturday about noon, the appearance of the horizon 
in the north -well indicated a growing and fudden 
guft * between the hours of two and three it reached 
this place. The thunder was fharp, the lightning 
vivid, and the rain fell in torrents. It is remarkable 
that, during this ftorm> hail, rain, and pieces of ice, 
fell alternately. Jn fome places in the neighbour- 
hood it is aflerted, that the hail, or pieces of ice, 
meafured fix inches diameter : the windows of feve- 
ml houfes have been fhattercd. We do not hear of 
any other damage or accident occurring. 

Ycfterday (Sunday) was fo intenfely warm and 
dole, that a refrefhing breeze was fought in every 
ion. In the middle of the day, the wind 
ihilted due north, and towards evening we were vi- 
fited with a guft not inferior to that of the previous 
day, with this difference, that no hail nor ice fell, but 
the air was fo fharp and cold an to make the fire- 
fide comfortable: and doors, which a few houia 
e 3 \sefctc 
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to had been thrown open to caufe a free circu- 
lation of air, were as eagerly {hut, as if to guard 
again ft a north wellern in the month of Decern! >er. 
The gingham gentry and invalids were either cloaked 
or houfed for the remainder of the evening. 



Thursday, 2i d Juke, 

Congrejpottal Indecorum. — In reading the debates 
of our prefent Houlb of Rcprefentatives (as they are 
called), how is the mind of him who loves his coun- 
try, and whole heart beats with anxiety, when any 
thing occurs in which her dignity and honour are 
jntireited, torn with the mofl excruciating of all re- 
flections, when he fees that honour and that dignity, 
upon which we fo much, and heretofore fo ju/ily 
prided ourfclves, entrulted to the protection of a fet 
of men, who feem f" little interefted in its preferva- 
tion \ and that Houf*, on whom the public fafety, 
and national < haraeter, depends, turned into an af» 
fembly for the. difplay of abilities, that, in many in- 
fiances, might do honour to a foeietj at Billingfgate ! 
Dn lamation they do ufe, but of what fpecies is it ? 
The fubjett perjhutl — the end in view perjonal — the 
refulting evil may, and is very like to have a more 
public influence. Talents many of them, without 
doubt, pofiefs; but when talents are fo miferably 
misapplied, in private life they excite our contempt ; 
in a public fituation, fo important as the Represent- 
ative of a would-be free people, they fliould caufe a 
different feeling ; and in moll inllancesdo raife 
afeutiment that few, who with their country's welfare 
at the prcfent enfis, would willingly chcrifh. Their 
puerilities, or, as Mr. Thatcher terms it, their imio- 
cent mirth, are difgufting ; the abufe and invective 
thrown out by one, and recriminated by another, is 
degrading in the loweft degree. It finks the indivi- 
dual members in the etiecrn of the people ; it can- 
not 
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not fail of finktng the refpectabilify of the Hoofe 
the opinion of the world. It would have made the 
lenate of Carthage blufh in its mofi urapoliibed 
ftate. The members of that corrupt body would 
bave fhmnfc from the ufe of inch language as forms 
the ornament of moll: of thefpeeches in our polite and 
civilized Sanhedrim, 

Yet let us not boaft of what we were, but look at 
what we are ! No more a fubjecl of envy, but a mri- 
nument of pride, of impotence, and fervility, for 1 
world to gaze at 1 Pilfered and fpumed by the fiftm 
we folded to our unfufpecting heart ; a mere foot- 
ball to be kicked about at the pleafure ot every petty 
European tyrant I without power, feemingly with- 
out the wifh either to avoid or to relent it ! 

While this is our iituatson, thofe dignified by the 
nth of Reprcfenia fives of the People, wafie their 
time and the public money, in vague and de&Uory 
debate, in calling each other traitors, fatfic 
fools, and upbraiding with guilt and treachery, wttl 
the only apparent object of putting Mill fart! 
off, ihe bufinefs upon which they were afTembled, 
Tis ailonifhing ! 'tis diitrefiing ! v tis abominabl ! 
Would to Heaven they would either learn to talk 
fenfe, or elfc go home : either is preferable to tho 
prefent. 



Friday, 23'' JutfE. 

American Youth. — Mr. Cobbett, You conclude 

your remarks of Saturday evening, on the official 

account of the feandalbus behaviour of the mod 

magnanimous and mo ft Catholic Dons towards our 

Government, through Mr, Ell i cot t, with their wards: 

" The American youth are now as gentle as lambs ; 

ir hearts, which whilom beat to high, nuw lie 

lumpiJh as a ft eel dumpling." 

I beg leave, Sir, to tell you, that the independent 

e 4 Yic&tV^ 
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hearts of the American youth beat as high now to 
Jignalize their valour, as they did when Monfieur 
Smith thought it neceflary to endeavour with his 
boittcrous eloquence to wake their fpirit. The 
American youth have been educated in principles of 
independence, love of freedom and their country. 
When a blow is aimed at her, when fhe is ufed 
with indignity, they do not take into confederation 
who the nation is that attempts to fubvert her inde- 
pendence, but are ever prepared to repel with indig- 
nation every inch attempt, to prove to the world that 
the fpirjt of their fathers lives in them, that they do 
not regard the qualifications of a matter, and that 
they will, to the lait drop of their blood, defend 
the government of their country again it the wearers 
of plain or tri-coloured cockades, againlt intriguing 
royal ills or intriguing republicans. 

All the rcafon that 1 can alfign. for Monfieur 
Smith's lilence at this critical moment, when war 
itares us in the face, why he and his co-operators 
view the fame behaviour in different countries, in 
different lights, is limply this ; their feelings are not 
American ; France is their country ; the oppreffors 
of the world their fellow-citizens. This was the 
rcafon why we were not to attempt to obtain redrefs 
from Britain for her aggrciHons, but immediately 
to declare war againit her — and this is the rcafon 
why we are now to fnfFer every injury that France 
can poffibly accumulate upon us, without daring to 
y more than that her unparalleled aggreffions have 

excited our nvarmefifmfibility'* 

Yet the hearts of the independent American youth 
are not acted upon by fuch reafons : America is 
their country, her freedom is dear to their hearts : 
they know that that country, by the power of her 
arms, obliged a nation to acknowledge her inde- 
pendence, a nation which hts ever been able to 
conquer thote who now attempt to opprefs as. 

Animated 
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Animated with this refleftion, whenever the fa- 
thers of the land think proper to call upon them to 
iignalize their valour, they will he found ready to 
prove that the heat of their hearts is not regulated 
by any other confederation than the weight ut the 
infult offered their country. T 

Remark. — The fignature of the foregoing letter Is 
a latisfaelory excuie for the little irregularities that 
may be found in the ftyle : as to the fentiments, 
they fiand in no need of apology ; it is only to be 
regretted that they are not as generally prevalent as 
Juvents imagines. The young men who were fi> 
proud, a year or two ago, to decorate their hats and 
caps with the tri-coloured cockade, are not, \ am 
afraid, now ready to defend the government of their 
country againll its wearers to the laft drop of their 
blood* 



Satubday, 34 lh June. 

Mr, MarJhalTs Departure from Richmond. — Rich-* 
mond, June 21. On Tburfday lait an elegant en- 
tertainment was given by a number of the gentle- 
men of Richmond to General Marfhall, as a tefti- 
niomal of their pleafure at his being appointed one 
oi the ambaffadors for the adjustment of the differ- 
ences which ib unhappily exilt betwixt this country 
and the Republic of France. We cannot call to 
mind an jnftance of the kind in which fuch a general 
liannony was difcoverable. Many toafts were given 
immediately applicable to the occafion of the Teaft, 
which expreffed the liveUeft fentiments of afFeclioi 
for the French — conveying, at the fame time, a juft 
fenle of the injury we have received from that 
nation, and indicating a perfect reliance upon the 
wiidom of our ambafladors, and the jufike of the 

RtptHic 
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Republic for the complete reft oration of that friend' 
inip which has been to unfortumteh diflurbed. 

Ycfierday evening our worthy fellow citizen 

John Marthall, left this city, in order to join his 

colleague, Mr. Dana, at Philadelphia, from whence 

they go immediately to France. Mr, Marfhall was 

fcorted fex^n or eight miles on the road by the city 

ight-horfe, by a difcharge of cannon — in (hurt, 

cry mark of attention which could be, was thown 

pon this occalion.* At parting with his company, 

be manly afpect of the General appeared to yield 

to his natural icniibility ; and not having, at this 

moment, words to exprefs his thanks for their po- 

itenefs — a tear evinced the feelings of his mind, 

nd foretold, that kts eoxtitrys gved rejied on his heart, 

•—Health to his perfon— Pieajure to his voyage — an4 

SUCCESS to the negotiation *. 



Monday, 26 th June. 
BacJie and Jefftrfmu — Bathe calls Mr. Adams the 
President by three votes ; he forgets that his friend 
Jefferfon is Vice- pre Jident by a ttill fin aller number, 
and though by the constitution elecled, yet had 
not even a majority of the votes of the electors. la 
it like a republican to reflect on the will of the ma- 
jrity, however llnall ? Do not all true republicans 
Tefpect the will of the majority ? Can republican 
government be admini tiered on any other princi- 
ples ? Do Mr. Jetier fan's friends recoiled that the 
act for lixiiig the feat of government on the Potow- 



* Still the fame wtiTnioq cant about the j^ftice of THE Rtpub- 
J/V," ami ihc "frientt/hty whUh bus beat fo VtiFORlUNM ELV 
dijlttrht,!" and the vik-' hankering after the *' SUCCESS *ftin «r- 
gttiation .'*' Still the fcitne poor, jmlil la turn cms l'uitimenw I Where 
will Uui end ? 

% mac 
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mac was carried by a majority of one in the Senate, 
and of two in the Representatives, and that the time 
for removing there is nearly at hand? Let them 
think of thefe things, 

Bqfion Chronicle. — The American public are re- 
queued to read the following fentiment in the lad 
Chronicle — " For I hold it would he far better to have 
« a CIVIL WAR, than a war with France." That 
is to fay, State again ft State — neighbour againft neigh" 
bour~—-fm againft father — and brother againft brother 
—for this is the cafe in thole moft horrible of all 
fcourges, civil wars I I put the French and all other 
foreigners out of fight in this inftance ; for our le- 
gally conftituted authorities will take, I doubt not, 
proper fteps with them, and proper care of our- 
selves. I only mean to attract the public attention 
to a trea/bnablejenttmentf which ought not to pafs* 
like the ordinary abufe of the Chronicle, unnoticed. 
If there be any relation of Marat's in this country 
capable of writing fuch a fentiment, is it not {hock- 
ing that a printer can be found fo forgetful of 
himfelf and country as to print it, and publifh it to 
his fellow citizens ? This is a liberty of the prefs 
very little ihort of the liberty of burning our houfes, 
fo lately pra&ifed by fomc of the fame ftamp with 
that writer. 

Orleans, alias Egalites. — Washington, Pennfyl- 
vania, June 30. Palled through this town on Sa- 
turday laft, on their way to Philadelphia, the three 
fons of the late Duke of Orleans (Egalite;. Jt is 
faid that they have explored the greater part of the 
ivejlern country *. Tuesday, 



* Being of royal blood, they have been, I fuppofe, chalking 
out kingdoms for themfelves, in lieu of the feigneuries the Car- 
magnoles have kicked them out of. Of this we may be certain ; 

that 
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Treaty wttlt Tripoli, negotiated by Joel Barlow.— 
Whereas a treaty of peace and friend fhip has been 
concluded in the manner herein-after mentioned, by 
the Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
and the Bey and fubjec/ts of Tripoli of Barbary ; 
which treaty, written in the Arabic language, being 
translated into the language of the United States, is 
in the words following, to wit : 
Treaty of Pence mid bVmirfflnf between the United 

States of America and the Bey and Subjects of 

Tripoli of Barbary : 

Art. i. There is a firm and perpetual peace and 
friendfhip between the United States of America, and 
the Bey and fubjecls of Tripoli of Barbary, made by 
the free con fen t of both parties, and guaranteed by 
the moft potent Pey and Regency of Algiers. 

Art. 2. If any goods belonging to any nation with 
■which either oi the piirtirs is at war, fhall be loaded 
on hoard of vetiels belonging to the other party, they 
ihatl pafs (rce 3 and no attempt fhall be made to take 
or detain them. 

Art, q. If any citizen, fubjedts, or effects, belong- 
ing to either party, ihall be found on board a prize 
veilel taken from art enemy by the other party, fuch 
citizens or fubjecls ihall be fet at liberty, and the 
efTecis reftored to the owners. 

Art. 4. Proper pafTports are to be given to all vef- 
fels of both parties, by which they are to be known, 
md coniidering the di fiance between the two coun- 



that they have not been furveying the wefierji country far nothing. 
—The French are getting round us on every fide. Thefe aiifto- 
crata are juft as dangerous as the fans-culottes. However they may 
differ in other refpe&s, they all agree in a with to extend ihe do- 
minions of France, and the hune of the French finme, and parti- 
cularly in an irreconcilable, natura), innate hatred of .ill that ia 
Engli/hj or that is related to or with England. 

i tries, 




Hiall be allowed for procuring fuch pafTports, Daring 
this interval, the other papers belonging to fuch 
vefTels fhall be fumeient for their protect ion. 

Art. 5* A citizen or fubject of either party having 
bought a prize condemned by the party or by any 
other nation, the certificate of condemnation and 
bill of fale fhall be a fufficient paflfport for one year : 
this being a reafonable time for her to procure a 
proper paflTport. 

Art. 6. VefTels of either party putting into the 
ports of the other, and having need of provifions or 
other fupplies, they fhall be turnifhed at the market 
price. And if any fuch veiTel fhall lb put in from a 
dilafter at lea, and have occaflon to repair, fhe fhall 
be at liberty to land and re-embark her cargo, with- 
out paying any duties. But in no cafe fhall fhe be 
compelled to land her cargo. 

Art. 7. Should a veffcl of cither party be caft on 
thefhore of the other, all proper aillitanee lhall be 
given to her and her people ; no pillage fhall be al- 
lowed ; the property fhall remain at the dtfpofal oi 
the owners, and the crew protected and fuccoured 
till they can be fent to their country. 

Art. 8. If a vetTel of either party fhould be at- 
tacked by an enemy within gun-fhot of the forts of 
either j die fliall be defended as much as poffible. 
If (he he in port, fhe fhall not be feized or attacked 
when it is in the power of the other party to protect 
Iier ; and when fhe proceeds to lea, no enemy fhall 
be allowed to purine her from the fame port within 
twe nty-four hours after her departure. 

Art. 9. The commerce between the United States 
and Tripoli- — the protection to be given to mer- 
chants, matters of vefTels, and feamen — the recipro- 
cal right of eftablifhing confuls in each country, and 
tbe privileges, immunities, and jurifdiclions, to be 
enjoyed by fuch con fuh, are declared to be on. the 

turns 
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&me footing with thole of the moil favoured nation! 
refprctively. 

Art. io, The money and prcfrnls demanded by 
the Bey of Tripoli as a full and latisfiio'lorv eonfide.r- 
atlon on his part, and on the part of his fubjects, 
for this treaty ot p rpctual peace and friendfbip, are 
acknowledged lo have been received by him previous 
to his figntng the tame, according to a receipt which 
is hereto annexed, except filch part as i - promilrd on 
the part of the United States to be delivered and 
paid by them on the arrival of their Con fill in Tri- 
poli, of which part a note is like wife hereto annexed. 
And HO pretence of any periodical tribute or farther 
payment is ever to be made by eh her party. 

Art. 11. As the Government ot the United States 
of America is not m any fonje foundtti on ths ChrijVum 

\gim % as it has in itielf no character of enmity 
againft the laws, religion, or tranquillity of Mut- 

Imen — and as the laid States have never entered 

to any war or act of hollility againft any Maho- 
metan nation, it is declared by the parties, that no 
pretext arifing from religious opinions ftiall ever 
►reduce an interruption of the harmony exifting be- 
tween the two countries. 

Art 12. In cafe of any diiputc arifing from a vio- 
lation of any of the articles of this treaty, no appeal 
lh all be made to arms, nor fhall war be declared on 
any pretext whatever. But if the Conful refiding at 
place where the dtlpute mail happen, ihall not 
able to fettle the fame, an amicable reference 
lh ill be made to the mutual friend of the parties 
hefe, by engaging to abide by his decifion. And he, 
by virtue of his iignature to this treaty, engages, for 
himfelf and his fuccefibrs, to declare the julHce of 
the cafe according to the true interpretation of the 
treaty, and to ufe all the means in his power to en- 
force the obfervance of the fame. 

Signed 
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Signed and fealed at Tripoli of Barbary, the 3d 
day of Juaied in the year of the Hegira 1 2 1 1 
— ^orrefponding with the 4th day of Noveun- 
ber, 1796 — by 

(l. s.) Jussuf Bashaw Mahomet, Bey* 
(l. s.) Mamet, Treafurcr. 
{l, s.) Amet, Minifter of Marine. 
(l. s.) Amet, Chamberlain. 
(l. &) Ally, Chief of the Divan. 
(l. s.) Solution Caya. 
(l. s.) Galil, General of the Troops. 
(l. s.) Mahomet, Comdt. of the City. 
(l. 5.) Mamet 9 Secretary. 
Signed and fealed at Algiers the 4th day of Argil, 
121 1, correfponding with the 3d day of Ja- 
nuary, 1797, by 

(l. s.) Hajfan Bafliaw, Dey. 

And by the Agent Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America, 

(L. s.) Joel Barlow. 

I Joel Barlow, Agent and Conful-General of the 
United States of America, for the city and kingdom 
of Algiers, certify and atteft that the foregoing is a 
true copy of the treaty concluded between the laid 
United States, and the Bey and fubje&s of Tripoli 
of Barbary, of which the original is to be tranfmittcd 
by me to the Minifter of the laid United States, ia 
Lifbon. 

In teftimony* whereof, I fign thefe prefents with 
/ . my hand, and affix thereto the feal of the 
' ' "' Confulate of the United States, at Algiers, 
this 4th day of January, 1797. 

Joel Barlow. 
To all to whom thefe prefents fhall come or be 
made known. 

Whereas the underwriter David Humphreys hath 
been duly appointed Commiflioner Plenipotentiary, 
by letters patent under the fignature of the Prelident . 

and 
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and fcal of the United States of America, dated the 
30th of March, 1 795, for negotiating and conclud- 
ing a treaty of peace with the moft illuitrious the 
Bafhaw, Lords and Governors of the city and king- 
dom ot Tripoli: — Whereas by a writing under his 
hand and Teal, dated the 10th February, 170,6, he 
did fin conformity to the authority committed me 
therefor ) cunfl it 1 1 te and appoint Joel Barlow, and 
Jofeph Dunatdfon, jun. Agents, jointly and fepa- 
ralely, in the bufiuei's aibrefaid ; — Whereas tlie an- 
nexed treaty of peace and friend Imp was agreed 
upon, figned, and featcd, at Tripoli of Barbary,and 
011 the 4th of November, 1796, in virtue of the 
powers aforefaid, and guaranteed by the inoit potent 
Dey and Regency of Algiers ; and whereas the fame 
was certified at Algiers on the 3d day of January, 
1797, with the fig nature and fcal of Haifa n Bafhaw, 
Dey, and of Joel Barlow, one of the agents afore- 
faid, in the ablence of the other: 

Now know ye. that I, David Humphreys, Com- 
miifioner Plenipotentiary aforefaid, do approve and 
conclude the laid treaty, and every article and claufe 
therein contained, referving the fame and neverthe- 
lefs for the final ratification of the Prefident of the 
United States of America, by and with the advice 
and content of the Senate of the laid United States. 
Intefiimouy whereof, I have ligncd the fame with 
my name and fcal, at the city of Lifbon, this 10th 
of February, 1737. 

(h. s.) Davtd Humphreys. 

Now be. It known, that I John Adams, Preiident of 
the United Slates of America, having fecn and con- 
fidercd the fa id treaty, do, by and with the advice 
and confrnt of the Senate, accept, ratify, and con- 
irm • tid every claufe and article thereof. 

md to the end that the faid treaty may be obferved 
tnd performed with good faith on the part of the 

United Slates, 1 have ordered the prcmiles to he 

made 
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public j and I do hereby enjoin and require all 
perfons bearing office, civil or military, within the 
United States, and ill other citizens or inhabitants 
thereof, faithfully to obferve and fulfil the laid 
treaty, and every claufe and article thereof. 

In tejiimony whereof y I have cauted the leal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to 
thefe prefentSj, and iigned with my hand. 
(l. s.J Done at the city of Philadelphia, the tenth 
day of June, one thoufand icven hundred 
and ninety-icven, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the twenty- 
firft. John Adams*. 



Wednesday, aS th June. 

0" Carey 's RttfettUty. — The readers of this paper 
may, perhaps, remember feeing, the other evening, 
a paragraph in it, defending the Circus againtt the 
attack of the O'Careys, and ftating that thofe attacks 
were occa honed by a refufal, on the part of the Cir- 
cus people, to advertife in their paper. This para- 
graph, the enraged editors, in their paper of la ft 
evening, attributed to me, and at the fame time call 
it u a puff, to fuppojt the declining attractions of 
the Circus/' This they were led to believe, I fup- 
polc, becaufe the Circus man is a Frenchman, it 
being well known that I have an extreme partiality 
for that nation. 






* The i tth article of this treaty certainly wants fome explana- 
tion. That *' the government of the United States of America is 
bno fenfe founded on the Cbrifiian religion™ is a declaration that 
one might have expected from Salitaatt Knya f HaJJhn Bajba^ ur 
the fam-mlottc Jod Barlow ; but it founds rather oddly from the 
Prffit/fjtt and Senate, If it will admit of fatisfaitory explanation. 
it ought to receive it ; for it certainly looks a little like trampling 
ye* tie crefs, 

VOL. VI. F TUe 
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"" * — . "*:•-• . O'Csrcjs knew well that I was 

-■ -.* . :.— parapaph in queltion; but 

~: -.:• a :- smile ot" it to introduce an 

*:...•. :' will founded, would fink me 

• x ::.-\:-.k. and alraoit to a level with 

-.> 7: : ■ :'-■. : •• We have heard, Peter, of 

- .-*««: \-".r "o t!:e directors of the canal 

.- : •:"" .". -::d do all their printing for 

• r «> % vr. -> \ .is found that we had been 

• .--.-.-. v.* •. • :. -: pi-rivie." 

\ ■«• . *."..- ;■: :.v ba^nefs will (how what 

• .*rr ..-- -;■ ■". -'.-..:> :.-.£■ peat 0'» mult be. I took, 
s- v.. • ■ .x :.' .::c:\ Tickets for fale. It is of 

.;.. .^ -v t> : -: 'a .:> p*y motive for fo doing, 

.--■.. v.* . l p.:":\\- cr private nature, whe- 

■..--. .• > :. ".:.:; water into the city or 

• ■ -.- .>.-. n. :. i /. : d it ; I had the tickets 
« k ... . . . :*.*.:• . zv.J. I thr-u^bt it was natural 

».-. ■*■ v .'-x -X ; k « . \:xv:. :!:at, while I publifhed 

.,*> v* ■- .-. *. ■.": ■. ,, ::"i accommodate them with 

». vx - . •. .v.a.:^. The fcrft day's draw- 

x\ v. - . v N v\vv\ s* paper, and, as I fup- 

«\-.v v . - . .; a .-;■'.: appear there regularly, 

■• «.» • •. v. :> :>r :.:>, with a promife to 

. • ■•. * c* v c -.«:-> a> they came out. 

,\ ^-, x ; . ", .-.:v : \. i :"a::ee at being obliged 

• » •> •- v ■.» •» ;'.\* ^:ea; O's paper; befides, 

• > \ , v .%• r \v .vv. ; :v.er the difadvantage of 
X . ■ r\x : . .\ . ;.-. :i\;n they. I therefore 
s x , , v .e • y.-:.v w::e:!ier he might not be 
.v ■ ,,- ,\y» ..:,•.:*. :.»»:« the cheek-book at the 
,. v '.' • >.v. ,-.;■: :!•.' I'iws clerk to me. He 
•».s .* .•:..; ;j !;\*:r\ : hut he very politely 

«, \,», . «\, w.;!i the- htis. on condition of 

.. • » . » .■ e. «.. .•■» » e-.up-nalion. This favour 

» .« ,. » »., v o. .«»»c|»i!u^: and I once more 

i - -v s ."v «»'«»> »» ' 5 >» , i* »'i;ned ill will, to the 

• -VN • >, ,» „ %v ihc i^'i*iii.-\ •*. However, Mr. 

' * Standifli 
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Standi (h Forde, the principal manager, teeing my 
advertisement promiftng the lifts; and perceiving, 
7 prefume, the advantage the infritution would de- 
rive from it, offered ''without any letter or applica- 
tion on my part) to furnifh me with an authentic 
lift of the drawings ; which has been done ever 
fincc. 

I advertife nothing for the lottery -office. It is 
for myll'lf ; for the fate of my own tickets. When 
1 advertife for the lottery-office I will he paid. The 
advantage of my publlfbing the lifts has, I believe, 
already been perceived by all thofe who have any 
thing to do with the infritution. It has made the 
lottery known, where it never was before heard of, 
and has brought hundreds of dollars to this city 
from the remoteft parts of the Union. I often re- 
ceive a hundred dollars by one poft for tickets. I 
have already taken three thou fa nd dollars worth, 
and have no doubt but I mall difpofe of tickets to 
twice that amount. Compared to a paper like mine, 
what is the G 1 Careys* ? The number of papers tr 
I print more than any other man in the city is greater 
than what the O'Careys print altogether. It was 
well enough to confine the Hits to a paper like this, 
if the managers meant to keep the drawings a fecret, 
and have all the tickets left upon their hands. I 
can fee no one that could polfibly be benefited by 
advenifing in their blunderiug colleclionj except 
the book-keeper and themfelves. There is ibme- 
thing in it immoral as well as impolitic ; as, while 
it cuuld fcarcely eifcr be feen by any perfou, who had 
money to fpare, it might potlihly tempt now and 
then a poor wretch of I rim town to venture his 
week's wages in a ticket, while his wife and children 
tpight be ftarving m- rags. 



f % 



Thursday, 
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Thursday, 29 th June. 

0* Careys and the Learned Pig. — When an account 
of this "fcientific arimiaV* firft appeared in this Ga- 
zette, it was reported that the O'Careys were about 
to engage him as their editor, judging him to be 
extremely well Calculated to aid them in mifleading 
the " fwinijh multitude ;** but it would feem, that, 
after palling the evening together over a bucket of 
itrong wain, they difcovered that the grunting de* 
mocrat was not half fo much a hog as themfelves. 

M'Clenachan and Thomas. — On the day that the 
news arrived of the order of Council refpe&ing the 
Bank of England, Mr, Blair M'Clenachan, the very 
refpe&able reprefentative of the county of Philadel- 
phia, who was exulting at the event, was afked by 
a gentleman of the bar, what it was that pleated him 
fo much ? " Why," replied Mac, " have you not 
" heard of it ? The Bank of England has flopped 
" payment. The damned rafcals are broke now ; 
«' they have got their deferts at lanV* — " Oh, fie, 
•' Mr. M'Clenachan," replied the gentleman, " you 
fi fhould not call them rafcals. There's no rafcality 
" in merely breaking, you know, if they give all up, 
" and don't make over their property to cheat their 
<f creditors*." 



French Fraternity. — Tuefday arrived here the brig 
J}ove, Captain Benjamin Wyatt, twenty-nine days 
from Guadaloupe. Captain Wyatt relates the fol- 

* It may not be amifs to obferve, that this «* home JtrokeJ* a* 
it was called, was attributed to Joe Thomas ! If Blair could meet 
with his antagonift now (1799), he might certainly return the 
blow. Thomas muft be allowed to have furpafled Blair; but, per- 
haps, it would be very difficult to find another fuch a pair in the 
whole univerle. 

lowing: 
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lowing : Had fomc convcrfation with the fupercargo 
of a (chooner belonging to Virginia, who informed 
that he was taken bound to Gnadalcupe : the cap- 
tain and lieutenant of (he privateer which took him, 
came on board and prefented two plflols to his breatr, 
and (aid, " That if he did notfivear that he was buinui 
H to an Rnglijh port, they WQuld Jhoot him on the [pot" 
In order to lave his life, he was obliged to comply ; 
in con teq ue nee of which the vcflel and cargo were 
condemned *, 



Mnnroe, — On TueiHay evening laft arrived in this 
city the celebrated Citizen Mm/roe, late Mini ft er of 
the United States at the Court of Barras and com- 
pany -J". 



Friday, io lh June. 

Venice and Buonaparte. — Buonaparte, to the Doge 
of Venice. — Head-quarters, Judenberg, 20th Ger- 
minal (April). 

In all the Venetian territories in Terra Firma, the 
fubjeels of your Government are under arms, and the 
rallying cry is, " Death to the French !" 

The number of the foldiers of the army of Italy, 
who have been their victims, amount already to feve- 






* French fraternity, Jike all other good things, is grown indif- 
ferent to us, from being overloaded with it 1 it is humbly hoped, 
however, that this trait will, from its jingutarity, be an agreeable 
Ireat. 

f It is confidently reported, that a certain Ex-miaifter has fpe- 
::d largely in the conjifcatcd property , now fo plenty in our lit- 
ter republic. Such traffic, we are much inclined to think, cannot 
tend to ftrengihen an attachment to the interefls of his own coun- 
Hj; au attachment which was never thought to be very ftrang. 
While the gentleman is enjoying by anticipation the variety of 
pleafiires that attend htm on his feudal domains, it may not be 
amifs to remind him of a rmxim which has been fully fanctioned 
by very recent experience, that *wbat u got ever the 4cviPi back 
*ki under his ItUy, 
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ral hundreds. In vain you affcci to dilavow 
movements which have been provoked by jourielf. 
After 1 have carried our arms into the heart of Ger- 
many, do you believe that I (hall not be able to 
make the firft nation in the world be refpected ? Do 
vou imagine that the legion of Italy will fuffer tamely 
the niafikcres which you excite ? The blood of our 
broth rs in arms fhall be avenged; and there is not 
a French battalion charged with tiie minion, which 
does not feel three times the courage and Strength 
neeeflary to punifh you. The Senate of Venice has 
returned the blacken 1 perfidy for the generality with 
which we have behaved towards it I fend you my 
proportions by one of my aid-de-camps and chief 
of brigade — War or peace. Ff you do not immedi- 
ately take every meafure nccefTary for difpt riing the 
banditti, if you do not, as foon as poffible, arreft 
and put into my hands the authors of the murders 
which have been committed, war is declared. The 
Turks are not on your frontiers; no enemies menace 
you ; yet you have fanclioned the premeditated de- 
iign of the priefls, to form infurrcction, and to direel: 
it againil the French. 1 give you twenty four hours 
to djfperfe them. The days of Charles VII. are pafr. 
If, nor withstanding the good-will tbeFrcncfc Govern- 
ment has fhown towards you, I fhall be compelled 
to attack you, do not imagine that the French fol- 
dier?, like the brigands you have armed, will ravage 
the fields of the innocent and unfortunate people of 
Terra Firma. No ! I fhall protect them ! and they 
■will hlcls the caufc which has obliged the French 
army to deliver thpm from your tyrannical govern- 
ment. Buonaparte. 



Ferine. — Paris, May 3. A courier arrived laft 
night to the Directory from Buonaparte, who brought 
letters to the deputies from Milan. The following 
are their contents : 

The 
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The French troops commanded by General Go- 
rieux, joined to the Lombard legions under General 
Lehoz, marched again it Verona, 

They found before the town the inhabitants 
armed, and ihe Sclavonian ttoops intrenched with 
cannon. The French General lummoncu the com- 
mander to diilirm and dilVnifs them. The com- 
mandant anfwered, that he could not at that mo* 
ment, as the people were irritated againft the 
French. Immediately the pealanls attacked the 
Lombards, and were repulfed. The French Geue- 
ral ordered an attack to be made. The reh fiance 
was obltinate, but the Venetian fatellites of oligar- 
chy were at length routed. They fled to a large 
houfe which they had eiiablifhed for their maga- 
zines, and where they had their ammunition and 
proviiions. From this they kept up a dreadful lire, 
but a fhell fell amongit them, let fire to their pow- 
der, and all blew up : four or five hundred Slavo- 
nians, with their commandant, were the victims to 
the explofion \ 

At the departure of the courier t the city had been 
fired, and the fire was fpreading on all fides * 1 ! 

Gallatin 



* The trcjtmf nt that the Republic of Venice has received fmra 
the favage defpots of France, though unjoft and cruel in the 
1 degree, is what every pajjivc t/et/traljffttchas fuffered, RTfd 
is good as they had any right to expert. Neutrality towards thefc 
enemies of the human race was a crime agamfl foriety; as it im* 
lacit approbation of their atrocious politics, as well as a 
fclfifh indifference to the fufferings of* others. But a tame fub- 
iriiffitni on the part of every government to their infults and ag* 
greffions, through the whole courfe of this diabolical war, h;is 
been the line means to provoke their inereaic and continuance, 
Unit! even the voice of complaint irfelf has been froothered, Ve- 
uice refitted all the application? ot the combined powers to take a 
part in the war againft France, even after the plundering and 
murdering fans-culottca bad entered haly. She hugged hrrfclt 
up in her neutrality, and flattered berfelf with her imagined fatety 
on the l?qxder§ of ihe Adriatic . What has all this availed her? The 
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Gallatin and Sfvommei in Congrtfs. — The crafty 
foreigner, who» to complete our degradation, leads 
the majority of a certain great aflembly, It ill be- 
trays, the lhtiie depravity that governed him in his 
former attempts to impede the operations of Govern- 
ment* I prcfurne he thinks that what failed of 
iiicccfs in Braddoek's field, may be executed more 
;ually in Philadelphia; as to leave the country 
ejpofed to the depredations of a daring and unprin- 
cipled enemy may be more fatal, as it is doubtlefs 
qaite as criminal, is to raife the iiandard of rebel- 
lion in its bofurn. 

* Through (he whole of the prefent feflton of Con- 
rrrch. has this quibblcr oppol'ed every effort made by 
the friend;, of Government, to protect, our commerce, 
or to repel the intuits of the bale and perfidious 
Gaul. But as every artful icoundrel, (o has this 
Moniieur fometimes committed bimielf; his cow- 
ardice has fometimes betrayed him into a vote, re- 
pugnant to his well-known principles, and pro- 
duced a neceflity of cheeking it, as toon as poflible, 
by another directly hoftile, Thus has the wretch 
often been at war with himfelf. 

When Cungrefs refolved, after a difgraceful op- 
position, to fortify, the ports and harbours of the Uni- 
ted States, his name appeared among the Yeas; but 
on the next day he refuted his affent to provide artil- 
leries, to garrilbn thefe fortifications after they fhall 
be completed. He has confefied in the fullett and 
moft unequivocal terms, that the commerce of the 



Gallic hordee have invaded her territories,, fdzed on her fortifi- 
cations . ; burned her towns; laid the whole ftate under contribu- 
tion; murdered her citizens; and, to complete their iniquity, are 
goiii£ to partition her territories to indemnify the Emperor, 

Such will be your fate, you torpid Americans ! as Aire as you 
have a countiy to lufe, luppinefs and independence to be broke a 
m 'poii, 10 lure the lavages of Gaul will be with you, as foon as 
I arms are difengaged from the wars of Europe, 

United 

# 
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United States has fuffered greatly by the depreda- 
tions of its enemies, and that it is by far their moffc 
vulnerable part ; yet he has {trained every nerve, 
exerted all the reiburces of fophiftry and quibble, 
to oppofe the only kind of armament calculated to 
defend it. In fiiort, this Genevefe patriot, though 
driven out of his courfe fometimes by timidity, has 
never loft tight of his objecl ; that of flopping the 
wheels of Government, and truckling, like his poor 
trodden-down countrymen, to the haughty man* 
dates of France ; but through this feflion of Con* 
grefe he has trimmed, and quibbled, and contra- 
dicted himtelf lb often, that the man I once hat< 
for his political fins, 1 now begin to defpife alto 
his imbecility. 

How long ihall Pcnnfylvania be difgraced, and 
loie her ftation in the fcale of the United States, 
by fuch a fufpicious outlandifh reprefentalive ; by 
a man, who, in her better days, that are pair, 
would hardly have been trufted with the office of a 
conftable, or a fherifPs undcrtl rapper ? I remember 
the time, and I remember it with regret, when th< 
found of his uncouth gibberifh alone, if there had 
been nothing elfe againft him, would have been a 
fure prevention to his ever riling to confidence. In 
thofe days Pennfylvania had too much virtue and 
good tenfe, to intruft the public welfare to the keep- 
ing of an old privateer/matt) or to vote a French wolf 
the guardian of her Jlteep *. 

Saturday, 

* It has often been (aid, and I think it cannot be too often re- 
peated, that the French influence Is continually gaining ground in 
this country, and that the American cha rafter as an independent 
people will be foon entirely loft. If there is any perfon who his 
arrived at the years of difcretion, arid can doubt the truth of this 
obfervationj I would not with him to Tiave fairer proof of the ex-* 
iftence of this influence than what was exhibited on Thurfduy in 
the Houfe of Representatives of the United States. A propolicnn 
for arming for the purpofe of protecting the commerce of the 
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Saturday, i lt July. 

Munroe. — Monfieur Munroc, as was reported, did 
actually arrive in this city on Tuefday laft, but hav- 
ing difobeyed the ordinances of the health-office, 
was, with his family, ordered to return down to the 
vefTel the next day, there to remain until all on 
board had undergone the ufual formalities of ex- 
amination ; which order he thought proper to 
comply with. 

This mud have been confoundedly grating to one 
who fo lately had the honour of fyeechiffwg m f re- 
fence of the fullans of France, featcd on the throne of 
liberty, and lurrounded with their hundred thousand 
flavcs. 



United States, being before the Houfe, a gentleman, a reprefent- 
ative of one of the firft commercial cities, in the courfe of his 
oppofition to the meafure, made the following remarks: "We 
** have lent an extraordinary embaffy to France, to adjuft our 
" differences ; and before we know the fuccefs of the negotiation, 
*' we are putting ourlelves into a ftate of defence ! What will the 
" French Directory fay to this ? Will they not very properly aik, 
•' For what purpole is your Government arming ? You came here 
** to treat with us about peace, and are preparing for war at home'. 
" Will France approve of our aiming? Will (he not fend your 
'* negotiators home again, to tell your Government to lay down 
" your arms before you begin to treat with us ? Can it be ex- 
** pefted the Directory will treat with us when they fee we are 
** preparing for war, in cafe we do not fucceed in our demands ?" 
I believe there have never been, fiqce the formation of our govern- 
ment, fentiments fo humiliating and fo degrading to our chat after 
as an independent people, expreffed by any one of its greateft 
enemies. If the American people are reduced to fuch a ftate of 
vaffalage and humble reliance on France, as to be afraid of putting 
themlelves into a many pofture of defence, without the previous 
approbation of the Directory, I think it high time to throw afide 
the preient expenfive form of government, and to folicit Farmer 
Giles, and a few other Frenchmen, to do the bnfinefs for us. This 
ftate of vaffalage may well fuit the ideas of an infurrec"bon-breeder 
of Geneva, a defperate gambler or negro-driver of Virginia, a 
bankrupt impotent rcprtfaitative of Philadelphia, or a fraudulent 
Jerfeyman ; but can never accord with the feelings of a real 
American,' 
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La Fayette mid Co, rehajcd at the InUnefian ef 
Buonaparte. — A Paris paper of May 1, fays, that 
Buonaparte, previous to the figntng of the prelimi- 
naries of peace, demanded the releafe of La Fayette, 
Bureau Ptify, and Lai our Maubourg ; which demand, 
it would feem, was made in confequencc of an or- 
der from the Directory. 

Upon this article the Paris Editor obferves : w It 
" is not to be fuppofed that the hero of Italy, 
f< diftinguiihed by every noble and generous fenli- 
'' men!, would have neglected to break the chains 
" of the iHuJlrmts vidims of the vengeance and ty- 
" nanny. of the Eiiglijk Government: but it is pleaf- 
" ing to fee the Directory themfelves anticipating 
** this act of magnanimity and juft ice. It is a glorious 
,f triumph of the fpirit of moderation over the fury 
•' of party." 

A lew facts relative to this lUujtriom victim* and 
his magnanimous deliverers may not be amifs at the 
prefent moment. La Fayette was firft impeached 
by Jean de Brie^ whole name we have very lately foen 
among the leaders of the Council of old ones. The 
impeachment was fupportcd by Briffbt in the befi: 
fpeech that famous fcoundrel ever made. The w hole 
of the Brifibtiue faction (the faction that now rules) 
ufd the utmoft of their endeavours to bring him to 
tlie block ; and, no fooner had they dethroned the 
King, than they profcribed La Fayette by a decree 
which would dishonour lavages. lie was declared 
to he out of the protection of the law ; it was en- 
joined on every citizen to fhoot, or othervvife to de- 
iiruy him if pofljbk ; every magifbate was ordered 
to caufe tea re h to be made for his wife and children, 
and to imprifon them wherever found ; and, that h\< 
infamy might be handed down to polteriiy, his houfe 
was ordered to be reduced to allies ; and a monu- 
ment erected on the fpot, bearing an infcriplion ex- 
Drein>c of his crimes and of the jud vengeance of the 

nation. 
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nation. And this man the wretches have now the 
impudence to call the iUuftriom victim ; and the vic- 
tim too of the Englifh Government ! The millions of 
murders tbey have committed at Nantz and other 
places, they will alfo lay to the charge of the Eng- 
lifti Government ; nor have I the Jeafi: doubt but 
we fhall yet hear the Knglifh Government accufcd 
uf cutting off Lonis XVI. and his family. 

It is fomething curious enough that the Directory 
fhould difpute with Buonaparte the honour of de- 
manding La Fayette's releafe. Bafe hypocrites! 
They were every man of them amongft his moll bitter 
enemies. It was ha Croix that propofed to denounce 
liim for correfponding with the King and Queen ; 
Carnot obtained the decree for arretling him, and 
Merlin (our old flag friend) was one of the three de- 
puties fent to the army to fei2e on the carcafs of the 
** iUuJirious victim,*' and drag it to the bar of the 
embly. This is the "jttft" and " magnanimous** 
lew that now throws the blame of La Fayette's im- 
rifonmenton a government that never had him in its 
power, nor ever interfered at all respecting him. 

This is the age of impudence and rafcahty. Truth 
is become falfehood, and falfehood truth. The atro- 
cious, notorious lie contained in the above-quoled 
aragraph is publifhed through this country as an 
r lick of ftewst entitled to the ufnal degree of credi- 
bly. The publishers are careful to make no com- 
ent that may tend to betray its falfehood. They 
Hand, angler- like, watching its progrefs along the 
ream ; and though they know they are n* thing with 
naked hook, they alfo know that in fuch nume- 
rous fhoals there are always fome gudgeons. 



0' Careys ami the Learned Pig. — Sir, Having oh- 

ferved that you have been a fecond timemiiinformed, 

at leafl that you have a lecond time mifin formed the 

>ublic refpecting the learned pig, I take the liberty 

t to 
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to addrcfs to you a " Statement of facls" rcfpe&ing 
him ; which itatemcnt, as it is in defence of an in- 
jured individual, you have, I truft, too much im- 
partiality to refufe a place in your Gazette. 

This Solomon of the fwinith multitude received 
the firft rudiments of his education in the patriotic 
town of Belfaft, in the north of Ireland. The De- 
mocratic Club, and the many focicties of United 
Irishmen in and about that town, fo improved ihc 
talents of this Hibernian, and he and they became fo 
afli nutated, that he was admitted to their noclurnal 
meetings ; where, though but quite a roafter, he 
loon rendered hitnfelf conipicuous as an orator in the 
caule of reformation. 

As he arrived at maturity his views extended. He 
removed to the metropolis, where he found many 
difciples, among whom the CVCarcj % now in thi3 
city, were looked upon as the greatelt zealots. But, 
not poffeflhig fo much/olid undemanding as their 
learned apoitle, fome of them got a yoke round their 
fw in till necks j others, to fave their bacon, turned 
king's evidence againit. their own afibciates ; one of 
whom was of the medical tribe *, and had, like his 
learned fellow-citizen, arrived at a kind oifrefidsncy 
among thefiuine. The confequence finally has been, 
the family of the great Os, loyal anddifloyal, king's 
evidences and democrats, lick and well, rotten and 
found, have all tranfported themfelves to this coun- 
try, and principally to this poor unfortunate State, 
where there is no gallows, and where fome of them 
have endeavoured to diifeminate their hog's wafh 
principles by tolling them up to the public in the 
form of a newfpaper. 

To return to the learned pig ; whether it be ow- 
ing to the character of the O' Careys, or to fome other 



* DsBor Z>rtttan t againft whom one Pbllfot Carey turn^ 
ling's evidence, 

caufe, 
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caute, I know not ; but of this I can a/fure the puT>-* 
lie upon the word and honour of a gentleman, that 
iince his arrival m America he has never had the 
leaft concern or acquaintance with them 5 nor has 
he, as you have related, Mr. Porcupine, evtr con- 
defcended to treat with them for the editorfbip to 
(heir Gazette. Candour. 

Swatnvifk. — To Johv Swan wick. — Sir, Although 
it is a well-known fact that 300 r actions through 
life have been governed by intereft and ambition, 
and of courfe cannot create furprife in any one who 
h acquainted with you ; yet your conduct through 
the different ft ages of your political career, from the 
day on which you firft mounted the rofirum in the 
Slate-boufe yard {preparatory to becoming a can- 
didate tor a feat in our State Legiflature> to the pre- 
lent time, has been marked with Co many circum- 
itances of evil tendency towards Government, and 
fo fubvertiveof the good order and happinefs enjoyed 
by every good citizen of the United States, that it is 
a duty incumbent on every man who w ifhes for a con- 
tinuance of that blefling to expofe the wickednefs to 
which your mcafures would lead. 

Impreficd with this opinion, and from a lincere 
regard to the welfare of my fellow -citizens, I fhall 
in this addrefs lay before them fome matters which 
have pa tied unnoticed in all that has hitherto becu 
written on the fuhjeel ; for the pre lent I fhall con- 
fine myfclf to two. Firft, that a few years ago no 
man could have exprefFed more exalted opinions of 
Great Britain (your native country) than you did ; 
and then, according to the ideas you held out in all 
con verfat Ions regarding her, the was the mqji ge- 
nerous and the inojl powerful nation on earth — a na- 
tion with which the United States mull, both from 
intereft and policy, form the clofcfl connexions. 
Secondly, the grcatcft enemy of France could not 

have 
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have reprefentcd that nation in a more contemptible 
point of view than you. have done ; it was a nation 
(to ufe your own words) on which America could 
place no dependance ; her policy was always dangerous 
to the world ; her merchants were men deftitute of 
honour, and totally ignorant of the true principles of 
commerce ; a nation, in fhort, with which our inter - 
courie mud for ever be very limited. 

Witofueh avowed fentiments and opinions of the 
two nations at the period mentioned, let mealkyou, 
my fage politician, how you can reconcile them to 
thofeyou now hold out to the world in your laboured 
fpecches in and out of Congrefs. Is the Britifh na- 
tion lefs generous, or is it lefs the intereft of Ame- 
rica to form a connexion with her at this day than it 
was when fhe was fo much your boa ft ? What new 
difcovery of virtue have you made in the French peo- 
ple ? Has their conduct in the couric of this war, 
which they wage againft heaven and earth, been 
fuch as to imprefe on your mind a more favourable 
opinion of them than that in which you formerly 
held them ? or rather, my virtuous citizens, have 
you been fo charmed by Genet, Fauchet, and Yklet y 
in the nocturnal communications you have fo fre- 
quently had with them, as to become a profelyte to 
thecaufeof France, and to advocate her atrocities 
towards the countries in Europe, and even her re- 
peated injuries and infults to this country, which 
adopted you, and wherein you have received Co 
many benefits ? Finally, let me afk you, is your 
conduct the refult of precious confeflions to Father 
Fauchet, which, as one of his penitents, you have 
been in the habit of making to him ? and has he by 
his gentle admonitions eafed your tender confeience 
on the fcore of your fins in having been once attached 
to Old England, or pretending to befo, abfolved you 
from it ? But the truth is, my little Statefman, as I 

obferved 
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obferved before, you hold no opinion or fentiment 
cither of countries or of men, that is not connected 
with your interefl and ambition ; to gratify them, 
you would facrifice the world ; nay, not excepting 

that country of which you are now a partifan. 



Monday, 3 d July. 

Munroe. — On Saturday laft, about three o'clock in 
ibe afternoon, was performed, in forae tavern in this 
city, a mofl ludicrous farce, called " The Welcome 
#o Citizen Munroe" The principal characlers were 
the Virginian Philofophcr, Mrs. M'Kean's hufband, 
and Moniieur Citizen Tazewell, of the ancient do- 
minion, commonly called the Land of Debts. 

An analysis of this performance will be attempted 
in my next ; in the mean time let the Ex-niinifter 
and his welcoming crew greafe themfelves well over, 
for I promiie them a roalting, 

Paine s Age of Reafon ; Comments on it by a German 
Clergyman** — Citizen Paine, The papers have an- 

ounced your arrival in America, and therefore my 
ime is come to attack your Age of Reafon, When 
encountered face to face, you may defend you rfelf if 
you think proper, and have no reafon to complain of 
foul play. The treatment which 1 intend to give 
you fhall accord with your deferts ; that is, I fhall 
contider you as a profane fool, and if you can offer 
any thing in your vindication I am willing to hear it. 

Text. It has been my intention for fcveral years 
patf to publifh my thoughts on religion. 

Comment. Your motives are pretty well known. 
You wrote the firft part of the Age of Reafon to fave 
your ugly head from the guillotine, and the iecond 
part to procure a little fomething to eat* 

Text. 
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/. The circum fiance that has now taken place 
io France has rendered of this kind tx 

ingly nereffary : left in the general wreck of fuperfu- 
tion, &e. we lofc fight of moral**}, oi humanity, and 

of the theology which is true. 

Comment. You offer wonders of inconfiftenry for 
our digeftion. We are to believe you on your word, 
that we infallible men of reafon, having the Bible of 
creation (as you call it) daily before our notes, are, 
notwithstanding our omnifcience, in imminent dan- 
ger of lofing fight even of morality, humanity, ant 
theology. That a work ? a written book on religion, 
is not only neeeffary i but even exceedingly neceflaryj 
for our prefervation : that our Creator has not pro- 
vided for fuch a work, but has abandoned mankinc 
to the pernicious effecls of leduction and immorality : 
that he is furpaflfed in benevolence by you ; and l hi 
be left the fabrication of a work exceedingly neccflki 
in a moral view, to the care of poor filly Tom Paine : 
—the deiils may believe this article of your faith if 
they choofe, but certainly I fhall not believe it* 

Test. When a man has fo far corrupted and pro- 
ftituted the cbaftity of his mind as to fubicribe his 
profeilional belief to things he does not believe, he 
bas prepared himfelf for the commiflion of every 
ne. He takes up the trade of a priefl for (he fake 
of gain, and, in order to qualify himfelf for that 
trade, he begins with perjury. 
Comment. This is a gloomy, but it may bean exact 
it ion of your own heart. We are told by a cer- 
tain Mr. Oldys that you have frequently been guilt} of 
perjury; thatyou tried for the priefl hood, and were re- 
; that your itch of preaching was lb great, that, 
tor a time, you went fcreeching about as an itinerant 
preacher among the Method ills. This, probably, is 
the principal cauie of your malevolcncy ; you aimed ;t 
.efthood, and could not obtain it. The grapes 
ire four, faid the fox when he could not reach them. 
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From your difappointment, the acrimony which you 
manifeit againft the priefrs may be iurfir.iently ex- 
plained. Now you argue in the manner of the 
thieves and the pickpockets, v. ha furmiie, from a 
confcio ufnefs of their own difhonefty, that all the 
world are diftioneft. A whore will hardly believe 
that any woman is challe ; nor you, from a know- 
ledge of your infincerity, that any prieft is fincere. 
But the French priefts have faved the honour of the 
clergy by a confutation of your calumnies with their 
blood. At (he time that you wrote your book, at 
the time that you, pitiful wretch, denied the Lord 
who bought you* in order to lave your life at the ex- 
penfe of your ialvaiion; at that time, thoufands of 
them fuffered their throats to be cut for the fake of a 
good conleience. As they have done, the Chriftiaii 
prieiis of every country will do when the hour of 
trial thallcome; and fuch actions as thefe cannot 
be obfeured by the ravings of an apotiate and a de- 
bauchee, 

Text. As feveral of my colleagues, and others of 
my fellow- citizens of France, have given me the 
example of making their voluntary and individual 
profeilion of faith, I will abb make mine. 

Comment, You were a citizen of France then, 
though you denied it in your letter to General 
W afhingion. A liar ought to have a good memory. 
But as to the circumstance of your profeflton of faith, 
that is pleafant, as we (ball enjoy the opportunity of 
©bferving the apifh grimaces of a French Legiflator 
lay ing hi« creed. 

lext. I believe in one God, and no more. 

Comment* What do you call the God that you be- 
lieve in? Is it whifky, punch, or Madeira wine? 
It appears like rebellion againtt the majeity of reafon 
10 luear a fot talk of his believing in God. But, as 
the God ddcribed by the modern deiila feems to be a 

deified 
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rieiiiecl devil, in fuch a one you may poflibly 
believe. 
Text. I hope for happinefs beyond this life. 
Comment. Reafon awards happinefs only to the 
virtuous; and therefore your hope is ridiculous in the 
extreme. Certainly that heaven rauft be a proper 
hogfty where fuch fvvine as you will iind admit- 
tance. 
Text. I believe the equality of man. 
Comment. If you have kept a negro wench for 
your concubine, your faith in this relpect may be 
very natural. 

Text. I believe that religious duties conftft in do- 
ing jutticej loving mercy, and endeavouring to make 
our fellow-creatures happy. 

Comment, Yes, in endeavouring to make your fel- 
low-creatures happy; but the remark mult not be 
forgotten, that the only fellow-creatures the majority 
of the modern deilts feem to have, are the itrumpety 
inhabitants of the common flews. As to your jufl ice 
and mercy, your creditors, your wives, and the 
fentence which pa (Ted on the King of France, may 
witnefs to thefe. To hear you talk of ju nice an< 
mercy is like hearing a whore preaching up 
virtue of chnttity. 

Text, We cannot ferve God in the manner we 
ferve thole who cannot do without fuch fervice. 

Comment. We know it, Tom, we know it, that 
we cannot ferve God in the manner we ferve th 
*ho cannot do without fuch fervice. We cannot, foi 
example, ferve him with foups and ragouts; wc 
not pi after his feet nor pull his teeth ; but does it 
>l!ow, that, becaufc we cannot ferve him in this 
manner, we cannot and fhall not ferve him in 
manner ? And fuch a blockhead as you, who 
frame fuch objections as thefe, will undertake 
to write upon religion 1 
Text. The only idea we can have of lervin^ God, 

a 2 \% 
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i> that of contributing to the happinefs of the living 
creation that God has made. 

Comment. But what do you mean by happinefs ? 
Is it the knowledge of God and of his will ? Is it con- 
fidence in God, rectitude of volition and aClion, 
peace of conference, and a well-founded hope of fu- 
ture felicity ? You well know that fuch a happinefs, 
and fuch a mode of contributing to the happinefs of 
ourfelves and of others, are very foreign from the 
purpofes of deifm. Indeed it is difgu fling to hear a 
blood-hound, who, contrary to every principle of 
law and jufiicc, pronounced the fentence of con- 
demnation and banifhment on an innocent King, 
fpcaking of contributing happinefs and ferving God. 
What fort of a Being mult that God be who would 
number fuch wntehes among his fervants ? 

Text. I do not believe in the creed profefTed by 
the Jewifli church, by the Roman church, by the 
Greek church, by the Turkifh church, by the Pro- 
teflant church, nor by any church 1 know of. My 
own mind is my own church. 

Comment. It founds like madnds to hear a man talk 
of ft believing in a creed :" a little more tnadncis, 
and you will be a downright afs ; for already you 
have one and the fame faith with your horfe on the 
common. Your horfe does not believe in the creed 
profefled by thejewifh church, by the Pvoman church, 

the Greek church, by the Turkifh church, by the 
Protectant church, nor by any church. His own 
liodivS his own church ; and we wifh you fortune to 
your horfe faith. 

TtxL The Chriftian defpifes the ehtiiecft gift of 
God to man, the gift of reafon ; and having endea- 
voured to force upon himlelf the belief of a iyflcm 
igainft which reafon revolts, he ungratefully calls 
human realbn, as if man could give reafon to him- 
lelf. 

.matt, Kr^ru the lame principles, you mai ar- 
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gue that your pqflariors are not human , but fume- 
thing divine ; and poffibly in time the deifts may 
deify their backftdes. The backfide, you know, is a 
choice gift of God to man, and a fieceffary part of 
the human body ; likewife yon know, that a man 
could not give the backfide to hhnfelf ; consequent- 
ly, according to your logic, he ought not ungrate- 
fully to call it the human hackfide ! Do you fee that 
you are a blockhead and an ais ? 

After experiencing fo many lies,* ibpbifms, and 
prevarications, in order to demolifh the Chri Irian 
religion, you certainly ought to have offered fomc- 
thing better in its iiead. Where is the fenfe, in 
combating a religion, calculated to conlblc the af- 
flicted, to adrniniiier hope to the dying, and to re- 
generate the heart, when a better is not produced ? 
Not all men are fo infatuated, as to exchange their 
religion, for none, or for a worfe. You may gull 
libertines and ftrumpets with that fyftem of impiety, 
plagiarifm, and nonfenfe, which you oppole to 
Chriftianity, but you will not gull men of under- 
standing and virtue. 
Text. Pure limple deifm. 

Comment. What is pure fimple dctfm ? Being ai 
impotlor, you imitate all other impofiors in the ute 
of vague and undefined words. Deifra, with the 
great portion of the modern infidels, is only another 
word for demonifm, and denotes a religion fitted for 
Cut-throats, revolutionitis, and rogues, and pretty ge- 
lly received by people of this description. But 
(hould you, unexpectedly, mean that iyftem of theo- 
logy and ethics dcducible by human reafon from 
Ibe phenomena of nature, and the actual conflitu- 
tion of things ; then you ought to know that this Is 

iing new. It is the old theology profefled 
&C Chriftians from the very commencement ot 
Chritlianity, and being a part, cannot confront our 

g 3 faith. 
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faith. Which defences the greater degree of admi-* 
ration, your ignorance, or your difhonefty ? 

Text, The true deifi has but one deity. 

Comment* And you ought to add, ■* they borrow 
this notion from the Bible," Were the deifls put 
to the neceflity of demonftrating the unity of God, 
from nature and reafon, they would fland like a 
company of conies when the drum is a-beating \ 
~!ouhad better try it, Tom, tince your hand is in, 
ind we will hear you repeat thofe whining ejacula- 
tions over again, which you made when proving that 
there is a God : "difficult, incomprehenfibly dif- 
ficult, difficult beyond defcription !" He that will 
undertake to demonftrate that doctrine, from the 
harmony and unity of the plan exilting in nature 
(and this is the only philosophical argument that is 
worthy of nature), muffc neceflarily poflefs an unU 
verfal and accurate knowledge of nature ; and then 
lis demo nit ration will only amount to prefumptive 
proof. Considering the difficulty of proving the 
unity of God from nature, it is plain beyond con- 
tradiction, that, without the light of revelation, the 
great mats of mankind would always remain im- 
merged in the gulf of pantheifui or idolatry, and 
fuch blockheads as you would not reclaim them- 

Text. The religion of the deiit confifts in con- 
templating the power, wifdom, and benignity of 
the Deity in his works, and in endeavouring to imi- 
tate him in every thing moral, fcientifical, and me- 
chanical. 

Cwtmeni. Here again you a<5t the plagiary, deco- 
rating your fyftem with plumes plucked from the 
body of the Bible. The Chrifiians know* that they 
ought to contemplate the perfection of the Deity, and 
to imitate him in a moral view; for fuch are the 
plain enjoinments of revelation. But rob them of 
this, an4 they will difpute the principle. Tell us # 

philo 
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philosophically, why we are to contemplate and tfl^_ 
imitate the Deity ? Who has impofed luch an obli- 
gation, and where is it exprelled t And what are the 
conlequences in cafe of compliance, or non-com- 
pliance ? Prove thofe principles from nature and 
reatbn, and you have fixed yourfclf in a proper di- 
lemma, if they are a portion of the law of reatbn 
(as I think they are), then they certainly are immuta- 
ble and indifpenfable, and evcrlafHng happinefs de- 
pends upon their perfect observance, in caie there is 
no redemption. So you mutt either deny the moral 
principle and Us neeetiity, or admit that a redemp- 
tion is ncceflary, as there exiil thoufands o{ men 
who have acled contrary to tliat principle, and are 
left without hope by your fcheme. Do you obierve 
bow you wound your caule ? The deift always acts 
incontiilently, and plays the foot, betraying his own 
fyftemj except when he denies every moral obliga- 
tion, and transforms mankind into a ibciety of de- 
vils. And what do you mean by the requirition, 
that we are to imitate God in every thing icientifi- 
cal ? In what fenfe may lcience be afcribed to the 
Omniiclent? How in every tiling mechanical ? Won- 
derful the religion and the wifdom of the deifis ! We 
never knew before, tinat God Almighty is a me- 
chanie, or that any of the phenomena of nature can 
be accounted tor on the principles of mcchanifm. 
This grand ditto very 7 was, from the beginning of (he 
world to this day, referved for the fuperlalive iaga- 
city of red-nofed Tom, who ponefles the impudence 
ftfoppofing luch deliriums to Chriftianity. 

Text. The Almighty is the great mechanic of 
the creation ; the firfr philofopher, and the original 
teacher of all fcience ! ! ! 

Comment. You have already dishonoured the Al- 
mighty with fo many degrading appellations, that we 
fhall not be furprifed to hear you represent him as 
(he great clock- maker, houie-earpenter, taylor, and 

c 4 (hst- 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS, 

fhoemaker of the creation ; or to hear you ddcribe 
him as a metaphysician, difTecler, and frog-catcher ; 
or as a teacher of arithmetic, weaving, and fencing. 
But before you proceed in this raving career, we 
with \ou may explain the phenomena of attraction, 
gravity, or nmlcular motion, upon the principles of 
nuehanifm ; the trial may happily cure you of your 
frenzv. 

Text. If we confiderthe nature of our condition 
bf re, we might fee there is no occafion for fuch a 
a revealed religion. 
wicnt. Or rather a very great occafion, as the 
irreligious madmen, who now call God a phitofopher 
and a mechanic, may after a whde delcribe him as a 
bear or a wolf. 

Text, What Is it we want to know ? 

Cemnott. The conditions of amendment and 
pardon, according to the law of reafon (commonly 
called the law of nature, though improperly), and 
with infinite juftice ; the original and the end of the 
natural and moral evils exiliing in this world ; the 
mode of perceptive knowledge and confeioufnefs, 
after the death of the body. Here is fodder for your 
free-thinking. 

Tixt. Does not the creation, the univerfe we be- 
hold, preach to us the exigence of a mighty Power, 
that governs and regulates the whole ? and is not 
the evidence that this creation holds out to our 
feuies, infinitely flronger than any thing we can 
read in a book ? 

Comment. You are jufl as ignorant in philofophy 
as in religion, and only remarkable for your fwag- 
gering ; elfe you would know, that the notion of a 
creation is purely an article of reveah d faith, and 
not demon llrable by human reafon. We may con- 
ceive a fabrication of the univerfe from pre-exiilent 
matter ; but we cannot form a conception of a crea- 
tion that is a production of the univcrie, from no- 
thing* 
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thing. Hence it i£, that a great portion of man* 
kind has ever remained ignorant of a creator and a 
creation. The Greeks dated the origin of the gods 
and of men from a chaos, and the Chinefe are gene- 
rally pantheifts or polythetfts. To believe heavenly 
beings fuperior to men, is a common notion with 
the heathen nations ; bat this notion ts far inort of 
the idea of aGodexiftin g as creator and ruler of the 
univerfe. So your work mutt be done over again ; 
men mull be informed of a creation, before they can 
conclude any thing from it ; and for filch an informa- 
tion the Bible was neceilary. But to proceed : J be- 
lieve the almighty power of God, but not on the 
ftrength of your representation. Almighty power and 
infinite power axe certainly one and the tarnc thing ; 
and the univerfe does not preach, or evidence fucli 
a power, because the univerfe is not an infinite, but 
only a finite thing. Here is ibmething, Tom, to 
try your force in philofophy. Shall we admit of 
greater degree of power in the caufe, than is iufri- 
cicnt to explain the effcel ? Our tblar lyftem, for ex- 
ample, is an object of vaft, but not of infinite mag- 
nitude. Conceive to yourfelf an infinite number of 
fiich iy items, flanding in contiguity, what would 
form ? — only a finglc line of infinite length, 
but raeafurabie in its diameter ; and the great por- 
tion of infinite fpace would remain an empty void. 
Confequeutly it is truth, and demonilrable from 
algebra, that an infinite number of finite things, 
however great, will not conflitute an infinity of 
magnitude ; and that their production may require 
a great, but not an infinite power. The univerfe, 
iherefore, not being infinite in magnitude, is not a 
lull and adequate cxpreffion of the infinite power of 
God; and if creation and regulation are the only 
ions of his power, then the great portion of that 
has ever lain dormant and unexerted. Chriftianiry 
ilone folves this difficulty, teaching the eternal 

cmaxiaftou 
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emanation of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, as an 
adequate exertion of infinite power. When you 
again introduce a preaching univerfe, let it preach 
truth and reafon, and don't pollute its tongue with 
the foolith fripperies of your deifni. 

TexL As for morality, the knowledge of it exiiis 

every man's confeience. 

Comment. Stomach, you may poflibly mean, as 

four morality feems to have its feat in your ilomach. 

honeft for once, and confefs to the truth, that you 

apofiatized for the fake of your belly. Do you know 

what confeience is ? The coufcioufnefs which every 

man pofleilcs of his own notions refpeeting right 

wrong, and of the relation which his actions 

>ear to fuch notions. The knowledge of morality 

dth you, then, is the confeioufnefs of moral know- 

lgei or, in other words, to know morality is 

knowingly to know it* This foolifh jingle on 

words you propolefor a rule of action, according to 

which men are to conduct: themfelves I From this 

fample we may judge of your moral knowledge, and 

>f the worth of your religion. Contcience is not a 

of conduct, becaufe it accommodates ittelf to 

the opinions of men, and even to their errors. It 

jermits the Chinefe to expofe his children, the Ota- 

leitean to offer human facrifices, the French Direc* 

ry to pillage,burn, and maffacre; and you, Tom, it 

smite to act the impollor, the liar, and difturber of 

lankind. 



French Infolmce. Merlin's Letter about the Brittjh 
Treaty. — From a French paper of the 6th of May, 
The Redacleur has publithed a letter from the Mi- 
nifter of Juflice to the Conful-General of the United 
states of America, dated on the 23d April, in reply 
to a letter from the American Conful, who protefted 
againfr. the decree of confiscation pronounced by 
the Commercial Tribunal of Boulogne fur Mer, or* 

* tbo 
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>und that they had neither letter of marque, 
por certificate, from the United States. 

The reply of our Minifter is couched in negative 
terms, and concludes thus: 

*' Let your Government, returned to a fenfe of 
what is due to itfelf, and to its true friends, become 
jjuit and grateful, and let it break the incomfrehenfikh 
treaty* which on the 19th November, 1794, it con- 
cluded with our moffc implacable enemies, and then 
the French Republic will ceafe to take advantage of 
this treaty, which favours England, at its expenfe 1 
and no appeals will then, I can allure you, be made 
to any tribunal againft injuflice, 

(Signed) " Merlin. 

** P. S. I think it my duty to inform you that the 
Executive Directory authorizes me to addrefs a copy 
of this letter to the tribunals of the maritime de- 
partments */* 



Wednesday, 5 th July, 

1 Careys* — The CVCareys, in their paper of the 3d 
inftant, tell their readers fomething about an Ame- 
rican ians-culotte's making the " white-livered" 
Peter Porcupine run away, &c. &c. It is ufelefs to 
call this a lie ; moft people know it is ; but, to ci 
the matter fhort, I am ready to permit, and I da 
hereby permit, the fans-culotte James Carey (who 
h to fettie all the accounts of the partnership) to beat 
me with his fifr a the firil time he meets me ; pro- 
filing, in this public manner, not to profecute him 
fqr fo doing. 



* There are many who will pretend to rejoice to-morrow 
4thjply), and would, nevertheless, be ready to crouch to theic 
terms ; but is it not very ridicutout for fuch men, to get drunk, 
>od fpend their money, in celebrating American Independence ? 

I know 






* I have no other motive for preferving firth an article as this, 
than that of recording the defiance, which I hurled in the teeth of 
thefe rmfcreajit Careys. It has been my fortune to combat great 
numbers of rencgado Bririfli and Irifb, but I believe that the 
whole lift does nnt furniih two more unprincipled and malignant, 
villains than thefc. 

Be fide* 
< 
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I know I have flung this poor devil often, and 
it he thirfts. for revenge. He has now an oppor- 
ity of gratifying it, without incurring the penalty 
of the law*. 

MtmrKs frchomt.^-Cix'izeii Munroe, late Minit- 
ier of the United States at the court v( the many- 
headed defpot, arrived in this city on the 27th of 
June ; but it being feared that he might bring a 
contagious diliempcr, be was remanded on board the 
vcflel, where he remained till the 29th. This qua- 
rantine, if we confider the peitilentiai country from 
which he came, and the predifpofed frate of great 
numbers here, was much too fhort. He fhould have 
remained on board forty days at leafl ; and if, during 
the time, it had pleafed God to free him from all the 
pains and anxieties attendant on this life, it would 
have been a eloie to his embafly, which his conduct 
during it mod afluredly merits, and which would 
have laved me the trouble of recording his wel- 
come. 

On Saturday, the i ft July, 1797, an entertain- 

ent, fays Bache, was given to Monfieur Munroe ; 
t which were prelent ; 

The Vice prefident of the United States (Mod* 
fieur JefFerfon). 

The Speaker of the Houfe of Representatives 
(Moufieur Dayton). 

The Chief Juflice of poor Pennfylvauia (Monfieur 
M s Kean). 

Monfieur Tazewell, a fenator from Virginia. 
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Betides a great number of members of Congrefs, 
and a due proportion of the mob. The convives 
met at a large beer-houfe near the theatre, and 
the entertainment was opened by a fpeech, deli- 
vered to Munroe by Judge M'Kean, in the following 
words : 

w Fellow- citizen, 

" Upon your return from an arduous and intereft- 
ing miflion, your fellow-citizens who are now a£» 
fembled, have requefted an opportunity to prefent a 
cordial congratulation, and perfonally to renew the 
expreflion of their refpect and attachment. 

" At the period of your appointment as Minifter 
Plenipotentiary to the Republic of France, the fitu* 
ation of the United States had been rendered highly 
critical by the operation of the European war, upon 
the principles of their alliance with France, from 
which effential advantages had been derived in our 
revolutionary conteft; and upon the principles of 
their neutrality, with which the peace and profperity 
of our country were infeparably connected. It was, 
therefore, Sir, with great fatisfaclion we found, that, 
after a lapfe of fome time in fearch of a man worthy 
of the important commiffion of exprefling the wifhes 
of the United States for the happinefs of our allies, 
and of drawing clofer the bonds of amity, the Pre- 
fident, knowing (as he himfclf obferved) your fidelity, 
probity, and conduct, felecled you from among the 
diftinguifhed citizens of America, to execute fo ho- 
nourable an office. It is with great fatisfaclion, that, 
after viewing all the evidence of your diplomatic trans- 
actions, we find, that you have uniformly endea- 
voured to fulfil the objects of your miflion ; to render 
your country and your/elf agreeable to the Republic of 
France, and to maintain, on all occafions, the inter- 
e/rs and connexions of the two nations. 

"With 
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** With the con felons rectitude which a mind lit<S 
yours rauft feel, the rriachi nations of the intidious, 
and the Danders of the profligate, can be of no avail ; 
hut it becomes u>, Sir, in the fpirit of freemen, to de- 
clare, that we confider the character of every citizen, 
who is employed abroad in the fervice of his country, 
as a /acred tntft, committed to the guardtanjli'tp of the 
Government. If, indeed, he violates his public duty, 
it is incumbent upon the Government to expofe his 
delinquency ; but if he deferves well of his country* 
it is equally incumbent upon the Government to protect 
his honour from obloquy mid reproach* 

" Of you, Sir, we have heard nothing, for which 
an American republican ought to b)ufh, from any 
fource of information which a candid man ought to 
believe. Return, therefore, to the arms of your fel- 
low-citizens, with an honeft pride, as they receive 
yon with an affectionate warmth ; and continue to 
dcierve their confidence by the fame means which 
acquired it — by an active iupport of the legitimate 
principles of our government, of liberty, and repub- 
lican h in. I 

"In behalf of the citizens pretent, 

" Thomas M'Kean */' 

Citizen 



* T am not able to inform my readers whether the returned 
Monfieur did really jump into their arms, or not. By his not 
being fufToeated, lfhould, however, imagine that he had too much 
prudence to yield to the Judge*a invitation. 

Mrs. JVUKcau's huftand feems, by this fpeech, to think that the 
Government ought to interfere, when an envoy to a foreign coun- 
try is loaded with obloquy and repreach, becaufe fuch a perion's 
charaftcr is a *' facred truft committed to the guardian ftiip of the 
Government." Very well ; now* then, Mr. Chief Juftice, pray 
tell me why this never came into your head before. Were not you 
one of a committee who drew up a moft flanderous remonftrancc 
again ft Mr, Jay and the Britifh treaty ? Were you not on the ftage, 
$r rather icaffold, (goad God I a Chief Judge upon a fcaffolcl i) 

when 
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tizcn Mem roes Reply.-*-* c Fellow- citizens, The 
plealure I derive in returning to my native country, 
after the clofe of the difficult and important million 
with which 1 have been honoured, is greatly height- 
ened by the friendly and affectionate manner in 
which you receive me; and I beg leave toaflure you 
that the fentiments of eileem and regard which you 
are pleafed to cxprefs in my. favour, are reciprocated 
for you, with equal iincerity and warmth on my 
part, 

*< When the character and objects of the war on 
the part of the eoalefced powers, were con fidcrcd, it 
to In* expected that its incidents would place the 
United States in a lit nation fomewhat critical, and 
which could not other wife than be tncreafed by the 
ancient and fubilfting regulations between thofc 
States and the feveral parties to the war. It was 
feared by many that it would be difficult to recon- 
cile the obligations we owed to France, as the an- 



when iht ken?/? Blair M'Clenaehan propofed to kick that treaty t* 
idi i when Mr. Jay was termed " the ejjeaate of Grenville,** ant' 
*hen the poor deluded populace were clearly given to underfhmd 
that he was a traitor? — You were in Philadelphia when a picture 
was dragged through the ftreets, reprefentingtbis Envoy in the act 
of receiving Brittih guineas for the fale of his country, and yet you 
never told the world, either from the bench or from a beer-houfe, 
that it wae " incumbent upon the Government to protect his honour 
from obloquy and reproach." That protection, it would fe&a, 
b due to no one but him who has uniformly endeavoured * l tt 
render birnfelf an4 his country agreeable to France." 

In general, this fpeech leems intended as a, compliment to Mon- 
Geur Alunroe, but there is one paflage of it that looks two ways 
at once j I mean that where the Speaker fays : " reviewing all rlie 
tvidtitcf of your diplomatic trantactions," &c, &c— Whether 
Mr. M'Kean had taken a morning's dram, whether his mind wa* 
ftt a-wander'mg by the looks of the late worthy Miniiler, or by 
fane evil genius, I know not; but I am certain, that if I wct« 
to enter a room* and hear a jfudge talking to a man about review- 
ing//^ evidence of his tranfaftions, I fhould think he was addreff* 
loj fome thief} or traitor, 

cient 
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cient and deferring ally of the United States, with 
that fyfteni of neutrality, it was in other refpects fo 
greatly their intereft and inclination to preferve. 
With reafon, therefore, was the talk which de- 
volved upon any reprefentative of thefe States 
deemed a difficult one, fince it became his duty to 
conciliate the wifhes of France with that fyftem his 
country was difpofed to purfue. 

" In accepting this truft, a truft I never folicitcd, 
and which I accepted with diffidence, I did it with 
a view to promote thefe objects, fo important to the 
welfare of my own country. 

" My whole miffion, therefore, was employed 
in a continual effort to promote harmony between 
the two republics, and which I did with fervent 
zeal, becaufe, by fo doing, I promoted an object 
which was near my heart : nor did I purfue this 
policy upon my arrival in France from the impulfe 
of my own heart only. The bafis of my communi- 
cations to the Government, and of my general con- 
duct there, in thofe refpects, was laid by our Admi- 
niftration, under whofe orders I acted, and by 
whole init ructions I was guided. 

** That I have done my duty, to the. beft of my 
abilities, in the place to which I was called by the 
Administration, and where, I am happy to hear, I 
was followed with the good opinion of fo many of 
my countrymen, is a truth which yields me a con- 
folation that nothing can deprive me of. I am 
happy too to find, upon a review of my conduct, by 
fuch documents as have been laid before you, that it 
obtains your entire approbation. Well fatisfied I am 
that a more thorough knowledge of my conduct, 
through the whole of my fervice, thanj'ow now pojfefs, 
will tend to confirm the favourable impreffion you 
have already imbibed. 

" Accept, fellow-citizens, my thanks for your 

friendly 
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friendly attention to me on the prefent occafion, and 
of my belt wifhes for your individual happinefs. 

** James Mlnroe *♦" 

Toasts. — 1. The United States. 
2. The Republic of France. 
3» Perpetual peace and friendship between the" 
filter republics of America and France. 
4» The Republic of Batavia, 

5, The Republic of Lombardy. 

6, Representative government and republicanifm 
to all nations. 

7, The univerfal interefts of agriculture. 
S. The univerfal freedom of commerce. 

9. The univerfal advancement of arts and fbiences. 

10. The people and the government. 

1 1. Peace and liberty to all the world, 
Volunteers — (After the Vice-prelidcnt had re- 
tired ) — The man of the people t Thomas JtrfTerfon. 

(Mr. Dayton having retired) — The Speaker of 
the Houfc of Reprefcntatives. 

(Mr. Munroe having retired) — James Munroe. 

(The Chief Juflice having retiredj — Our Prefi- 
dcTitj Thomas M'Kean. 

Buonaparte, more glorious as a peace-maker than 
as a conqueror. 

(By Mr. Lyon)— Perfevera nee and fuccefs to th? 
Vtuttd Irifimm* 



* Who would not imagine, upon reading this, without any 

15 intimation refpetfting the parties* that the Ex-minilter 

-iking to the Executive and Senate ? "I am happy to find, 

• 3 review of my conduct, by fitch dotttmtntt as. have been 

htfere y&tt y that it obtains yeur approbation /" — And then he 

hirmihat they are about to receive fuller accounts of his wonhi- 

ne6: other doctimcMi, If a recalled Envoy were addreffing the Go- 

«/, this language would be proper; but Monf. Munroe's 

t-onlidei'ing the circumftancea under which it was delivered, 

I :y no worfe of it, a confirmation of what his fpeech to 

iirras and Co. gave us good reafoa to fufpe£t. 

vi, n yi&$ 
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ipirit is not fled which was formerly the bnafr of this 
then happy country. Call not. by p-iTianimity, 
a n"gh from the fhades of Warren, of Montgomery, 
and of thofc heroes who died martyrs in the cante of 
freedom. Could they rile from the tomb, they 
would doubtlcfs abhor the wretch who. for private 
advantage or infatiable revenge, might wi(h to 
barter our glorious independence, and throw be-. 
neath the iron rod of the tyrannic oppreffion of 
France, that dear country, which to preierve from 
the fway of Britain, they early lofi their lives*. 

The warm partifans (and it is lamentable to think 
there fhould be any partifans in favour of our po- 
litical Janus) may poflibly attempt to apologize, and 
allert that Mr. Dayton's delicacy wilhed not to offend 
France and Spain by any language that might be 
ungrateful to their tender fenJibiVtty! Let me alky 
whether fuch delicacy operated when war with 
Great Britain was apprehended ? If it did not, in 
reply we may fuppofe, the Government of that 
country underftood not the beat of the gentleman's 
pulfc, had not thought of applying the proper 
emollient, or fought to divert his mania by the ahV 
powerful duft of gold. Then, his delicacy flood 
not in the way : he could bavil, and talk of wrongs, 
which no one underftood, and riik all that was 
valuable to the United States, to be dubbed the 
patriot — the Quixote of the day. Thus Mr. Dayton 
can, like the cold and wearied traveller, blow hot 
and cold with the lame breath. Would to. God, 
when next his duplicity is detected, the Americans, 
would acl the manly part, as did the cottager in the 
fable, and chafe him for ever from their councils ! . 
_I feel, Sir,_my fpirit routed ;. I feel a reieutment 

* Methinks this aimrrtr ot Warren and Montgomery fliould be 
X little cautious bow he condemns toe conduct of the French 
rebels. ■.-... _ 

awakened 
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4 wakened in my bofom, whirl] reafon tells me 
ought not only to actuate mine, hut every independ- 
ent heart, not only for the part atrocities of this 
Sir Arehy M'Sycophant, but for a late infult he 
has offered to Spain, after its being underftood his 
delicacy would not offend the tender fentibility of 
that country, or of the French Republic. What 
then does this man ? Some days ago lie compofed 
one of the filly few, that committed themfelvcs to 
their country and pofterity, by attending the civic 
feaft given to Citizen Munroe after his return from 
an embaffy to France, from whence it is well un- 
derftood he was recalled, on a luppofition of having 
betrayed the rights and interefh of America. He 
joined the motley group of unthinking fools, in the 
many contemptible fentiments that were uttered and 
adopted ; two from which number I fhall feletft : 
the firlt particularly refers to my obfervation on th< 
duplicity of Mr. Dayton's conduel, and was given 
in thefe exprefs words : 
ic Reprefeniative government and repuhllcanifm to all 

nations" 
h not this a pointed infult to one of the nations, 
whole temitr JcnfilnlUy he has been ib careful not to 
offend ? But perhaps Mr, Dayton, although he re- 
buked Mr. Plarper for the aflTertion, may not will- 
'/ allow Spain to be confidered as an inde- 
pendent nation, but only to be viewed as a colony 
to France. Should that, however, not be his opi- 
nion, then the infult is full more offensive, iince he 
has publicly wifhed monarchy in that country over- 
thrown, and republican ifm crammed down the 
throats of the Spaniards in ipite of their teeth. But 
Mr, Dayton can only be conJiilent in inconiiftency. 
Having thus, Sir, pointed out the abfmdity of 
our Machiavelian in politics, and held him up to 
public view, I fhall conclude with a remark on the 
timent growled, rather than uttered, by the Wild 

11 3 *Eiea&. 
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Fretkh Caitliy — Various reports being in circula-* 
tioti refpecling the unfortunate fate of Mrs. Laurence, 
paflenger on board the bark Neptune, Captain 
O'Connor, from this port to Jamaica, taken by the 
French privateer Refource, Shaller, mounting two 
guns; we have taken pains to obtain the following, 
which is an extra £t from the Captain's letter to his 
owner in this city, dated at Cape Frangois, in June. 

" The lady (Mrs. Laurence) I had paflenger on 
M board, killed herfelf eight days after they carried 
* £ me into Port Plate — for what reafon I cannot tell. 
** The Captain of the privateer took every thing be- 
**■ longing to her, and would not let me look at any 
M of her papers */ J 



snw'tctfs Toafl. — At the civic feirival given to 
Citizen Munroe, Mr. Swanwick is faid to have given 
as his volunteer toaft, " The rights of women" The 
little man does well to turn out as a volunteer, for 
certain 1 am, no lady will ever give a bounty for his 
fervke. Mr. Swan wick's toaft puts me in mind of 
the pious old precept : u he that can't fing pfalms } 
let him pray." 



Monday, io t!) July. 

Summary of the extra Sejiondf Cmgrejs^ — Thi* 
day clofed the extraordinary frffion of the fifth Con- 
grefs.of the United States, This feffion was convened 
by the Prefident for the fpecial purpoie of laying 
before the National Council difpatehes lately received 
from General Pinckney, Ambaflador Plenipotentiary 
to the French Republic; containing a detail of his 
conduct in France, from the time of his arrival, to 
that of his final rejection and difmiflal, without a 



* AnJ ycr you fi'-»d that this awakens no indignation in die 
public ! Wretched Hate of foeiety ! 

hearings 
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taring, by the haug ty republican cabinet. The 
feffton opened on the 151I1 of May, when the Houfe 
of Representatives chofe Jonathan Dayton for their 
Speaker by a great majority, a reward of his double- 
faced conduct during the latt Congrcfs. 

Concerning the choofiog of the Clerk certain cir- 
eumftances have already been related. The federal 
party carried their point in ouiting the old Clerk, 
Becklty y and filling his place with Mr. Condie, 
man who was fuppofed to entertain principles move 
consonant to their own. Upon a more Itrict obferv- 
ation of the characters of the two nien, it appears, 
however, that the victory was of a trifling nature ; 
Condic is a poor time-ferving creature ; a mere office* 
hunter, like all his connexions. He is one of tin 
numerous multitude who Teem to look upon them- 
felves as the children of the Government, and who will 
be fed, lomehow or other, at public expenfe. 

Prefidenfs Speech, — Tuesday, May 17, the Pre- 
fulent came to the Houfe of Reprefenta lives, and 
delivered the following fpeeeh to both Houfes, there 
affenibled. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of 
the Houfe of Reprefetriatfves* 

The perfoual inconvenience to the members of the 
Senate and to thofe of the Houfe of Representatives, 
in leaving their families and private attairs, at this 
fcafon of the year, are fo obvious, that I the more 
regret the extraordinary occafion which has rendered 
the convention of Congrefs indifpenfable. It would 
Lave afforded me the higheil iatisfadtion to have been 
able to congratulate you on a restoration of peace to 
the nations of Europe, whole animoftties have en- 
dangered our tranquillity* 

But we have ft ill abundant caufe for gratitude to 
Jhe Supreme Difpofer of national bleffings, for gene- 
ral health and uromifing fcafons, for dometfic and 
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focial happinefs, for the rapid progrcfs and ample 
acquisitions of indnflry, through our extent! ve terri- 
tories ; for civil, political, and religious liberty. 
While other ftates are defolated with foreign war, or 
convulfed with intefiine divifions, the United States 
prefent the pleating profpedt of a nation governed by 
mild and equal laws ; generally fatisrled with the 
pofiefilon of their rights ; neither envying the ad- 
vantages, nor fearing the power of other nations j 
folicitous only for the maintenance of order and juf- 
tice, and the pretervation of liberty ; increafing daily 
in their attachment to a fyftem of government, in 
proportion to their experience of its utility j yielding 
ready and general obedience to laws flowing from 
reafon, and reftlng on the only folid foundation, the 
affections of the people. 

It is with extreme regret that I fhall he obliged to 
turn your thoughts to other circumflances, which 
admonifh us that fome of thefe felicities may not be 
lafting ; but if the tide of our profperity is full, and 
a reflux commencing, a vigilant circumfpeclion be- 
comes us, that we may meet our reveries with forti- 
tude, and extricate ourfelves from their coniequences 
with all the fkill we poffefs, and all the efforts in our 
power. 

In giving to Congrefs information of the ftate of 
the Union, and recommending to their consideration 
iuch meaiures as appear to me to be expedient or 
neceffary, according to my conflitutional duty, the 
caufes and the object of the prefent extraordinary 
fcflion will be explained. 

After the President of the United States received 
information that the French Government had ex- 
prefTed ferious difcontents at fome proceedings of the 
Government of thefe States; faid to affect the interefts 
of France, he thought it expedient to fend to that 
country a new Mjnifter, fully inftructed to enter on 
fuch amicable difcuffions, and to give fuch candid 

explanations, 
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explanations, as might happily remove the discon- 
tents and fufpicions of the French Government, and 
vindicate the conduit of the United States. 

For this purpoie hefelectedfrom among his fellow- 
citizens, a character, whole integrity, talents, expe- 
rience, and fervices, had placed him in the rank, of 
the mo ft efteemed and reflected in the nation. The 
dire£t object of his miftion was expreficd in his letter 
of credence to the French Republic, i( being to 
maintain that good underfiandi ng, which, from the 
commencement of the alliance, had fnbiifted between 
the two nations ; and to efface unfavourable impref- 
lions; banifli fufpicions, and reft ore that cordiality, 
which was at once the evidence and pledge of a 
friendly union." And his inftructions were to the 
iame effect, " faithfully to reprefent the difpofitions 
of the government and people of the United States ; 
their difpofition being one, to remove jealoulies, 
and obviate complaints, by fhowing that they were 
groundlefs ; to reftore that mutual confidence which 
had been fo unfortunately and injurioufly impaired, 
and to explain the relative interefts of both countries, 
and the real fentiments of his own/' 

A Minifter thus ipeedily commiflioned, it -was ex- 
peeled would have proved the inftmment of rcftoring 
mutual confidence between the two republics: the 
iirft ftep of the French Government correfponded 
tvith that expectation. A few days before his arrival 
at Paris, the French Minifter of Foreign Relations 
informed the American Minifler then reiident at 
Paris, of the formalities to be obferved by himielf, 
in taking leave, and by his fuccefibr preparatory to 
his reception. 

Thcfe formalities they obferved, and, on the 9th 

of December, presented officially, to the Minifler of 

Foreign Relations ; the one, a copy of his letter of 

recall, the other, a copy of his letter of credence. 

Thefc were laid before the Executive Directory, 
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tier wards, the Minifter of Foreign R 
>us informed ihe recalled American Minifier, that 
e Executive Directory bad determined not to 
ive another Mimfter Plenipotentiary from the 
sited .States until after the redrefs of grievance? 
cmanded of the America n Government, and v. 
the 1 rench Republic had a right to ex peel: from it. 
ic American Mi oilier immediately endeavoured to 
tin, whether, by refuting to receive him, it was 
Blended that be mould retire from the territory: 
French Republic ; and verbal a©fwers were gr 
hat fuch was the intention of the Directory. 
is own juftiflcation he delired a written an: 
ut obtained none until the c>th of January ^ w 
receiving notice, in writing, to quit the tcrritori 
\e Republic, he proceeded to Arufierdam, where he 
ropofed to wait for inltruclions from this Govera- 
jent. During his relidence at Paris, cards of I 
■itahly were refuted him, and he was threatened With 
eing fubjecJcd to the jurifdiclion of the Minifter of 
'olice; but with becoming firmnefs, be inJified on 
the protection of the law of nations due to him as 
be known Mini Iter of a foreign power. Vuu 
krive fur! her information from his diipatches, which 
will be laid before you. 

As it is often neccflkry that nations fhould treat 
■ the mutual advantage of their affairs, and efpe- 
daily to accommodate and terminate differer 
and as they can treat only by Ministers, the right of 
embaffy is well known and eitablifhed by the law 
and ufage of nations. The refufal on the part of 
France to receive him until we have acceded to their 
demands, without difcuflion and without invettiga- 
tion, is to treat us neither as allies, nor as friends, 
nor as a fovereign itatc. 

With this conduct of the French Government, it 
will be proper to take into view the public audience 
given to the late Miniiier of the United Slates, on 

4 ins 
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Kis faking leave of the Executive Directory; the 
fpeech of the Prefident difclofes fentimcnts more 
alarming than the rcfufil of a Minitter, becaulb more 
dangerous to our independence and union : and at 
the fame time ftudioufly marked with indignities 
towards the Government of the United States : it 
. inces a difpofilion to feparate the people of the 
United States from the Government, to periliade 
them that they have different affections, principles, 
and interests from thofe of their fellow-citizens, 
whom thev themfelves have chofen to manage their 
common concerns $ and thus to produce divisions, 
fatal to our peace. Such attempts ought to he re- 
pelled, with a decifion which fhall convince France 
and the world, that \vc are not a degraded people ; 
humiliated under a colonial fpirit of fear, and iente 
of inferiority, fitted to be the miferable inftruments 
of foreign influence, and regard lets of national ho- 
nour, character, and intereit. 

I mould have been happy to have thrown a veil 
over thefe tran factions, if it had been poffiblc to 
conceal them ; but they have pafled on the great 
theatre of the world, in the face of all Europe and 
America ; and with fo much circumftance of publi- 
city and folcmnity, that they cannot be difguiled, 
and will not foon be forgotten : they have inflicted 
a wound in the American breaft. 

It is my fmccre defire, however, that it may be 
healed. It is my fincere defire, and in this I prefnme. 
I concur with you, and with our confutnents, to 
preterve peace and friend fhip with all nations ; ant 
believing that neither the honour nor the mtereft of 
the United States abfolntcly forbid the repetition of 
advances for fecuring thefe defirable objects with 
France, I fhall inftitute a frefh attempt at negotia- 
tion, and fhall not fail to promote and accelerate an 
accommodation, on terms compatible with the rights, 
duties, iuterefts, and honour of the nation. If we 
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while engaged in a lawful foreign commerce. It 
remains for Congrefs to prescribe fuch regulations as" 
will enable our feafaring citizens to defend them-* 
lelves againft violations of the law of nations, and 
at the fame time reftrain them from committing acts 
of hoftility againft the* powers at war. In addition 
to this voluntary provilion for defence, by individual 
citizens, it apjxjars to me neceflary to equip the fri- 
gates, and provide other veflels of inferior force, to 
take under convoy fuch merchant- veflels as fhali 
remain unarmed. 

The greater part of the cruifers whofe depredations 
have been moft injurious, have been built, and fome 
of them partially equipped in the United States. 
Although an effedtual remedy may be attended with 
difficulty, yet I have thought it my duty to prefent 
the fubject generally to your confideration. If a 
mode can be deviled by the wifdom of Congrefs, to 
prevent the refourccs of the United States from being 
converted into the means of annoying our trade, a 
great evil will be prevented. With the fame view I 
think it proper to mention that fome of our citizens 
rclidcnt abroad, have fitted out privateers, and others 
have voluntarily taken the command, or entered on 
board of them, and committed fpoliations on the 
commerce of the United States. Such unnatural 
and iniquitous practices can be retrained only by 
fevere punilhmcnts. 

But, taiides a protection of our commerce on the 
teas, 1 think it highly neceflary to protect it at home, 
where it is collected in our moft important pofts. 
The dillance of the Ignited States from Europe, and 
the well-known promptitude, ardour, and courage 
of the people in defence of their country, hazily 
diminiih the proKibilitv of invalion; neverthelefs, 
to guard againft fudden and predatory ineuriions, the 
tituation of fome of our principal lea-ports demands 
your consideration ; .uid as our couutry is vulnerable 

in 
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otner lntcrefU betides thofe of its commerce, j 
will ferioufl) leliberate, whether the means of gene- 
ral defence ought not to be increated by an addition 
to the regular artillery and cavalry, and by arrange- 
ments for forming a provifional army. 

With the fame view, and as a mcafurc which evei 
in a tinv: of universal peace ought not to be neglected, 
I recommend to your confederation a revifion of the 
laws for organizing, arming, and difciplining the 
militia, to Tender that natural and fafe defence of 
the country efficacious. 

Although it is very true that we ought not to 
involve ourlelves in the political fyftem of Europe, 
but to keep ourlelves diflincT: and feparate from it, 
if we can ; yet, to effect this feparation, early, punc- 
tual, and continual information of the current chain 
of events, and of the political projects in contem- 
plation, is no lefs neceffary than if wc were direclly 
concerned in them. It is neceflary, in order to the 
difcovery of the efforts made to draw us into the 
vortex, in feafon to make preparation againft them. 
However we may coniidcr ourfclves, the maritime and 
commercial powers of the world will consider the 
United States of America as forming a weight in 
that balance of powder in Europe, which never can 
he forgotten or neglected. It would not only be 
againft our intereft, but it would be doing wrong to 
one half of Europe, at leaft, if wc iTiould voluntarily 
throw ourlelves into either fcale. It is a natural po- 
licy for a nation, that itudies to be neutral, to confult 
with other nations engaged in the lame ihidies and 
purfuits. At the fame time that meafures might be 
purfued with this view, our treaties with Pruifia and 
Sweden, one of which is expired, and the other 
nearly expiring, might be renewed. 

Gentlemen of the Ilmtjc of Reprefentattves, 
It is particularly your province to consider the flate 
of the public finances* and to adopt fueh meafures 
vol. vi. 1 Tefpe£x\n^ 
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fhall be found to 



rcfpe<5Ung them, as exigencies mall De touna to re- 
quire. The prefcrvation of public credit, the regular 
extinguishment of the public debt, and a provition 
of funds to defray any extraordinary expenfes, will 
of courfc call for your ferious attention. Although 
the impofition of new burdens cannot be, in itfelf, 
agreeable, yet there is no ground to doubt that the 
American people will expect from you fuch meafurea 
as their actual engagements, their prelent fee nitty, 
and future intercity demand. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, an J Gentlemen of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatlves, 

The prcfeut fituation of our country impofes an 
obligation on all the departments of Government, to 
adopt an explicit and decided conduct. Tn my iitu* 
ation an expoiltion of the principles by which my 
adinini ft ration will be governed, ought not to be 
omitted. 

It is impoflible to conceal from ourfelves, or the 
world, what has been before obferved, that endea- 
vours have been employed to foiter and eftablifh a 
dtvtiion between the Government and people of the 
United States. To invefiigate the caufes which have 
encouraged this attempt is not necetfary : but to 
repel, by decided and united councils, infinuations 
ib derogatory to the honour, and aggrefiions lb dan- 
gerous to the coiillitution, union, and even inde- 
pendence of the nation, is an indifpenfable duty. 

It mult not be permitted to be doubted, whether 
the people of the Vnited States will lupport the 
Government cilablilhcd by their voluntary content, 
and appointed by Ihek free choice ; or whether, by 
fur omlVlvcs to the direction of foreign 

\ dome l ;t>ns, in oppotition to their own 

Government, they will forfeit the honourable ftation 
they have hitherto maintained. 

For mytelfp having never been in different to what 
nccraed tiic intcrelta of my country ; devoted the 

bed 
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be ft part of my Hfe to obtain and fupport its inde- 
pendence; and conitantly witneffed the patrioltfin, 
fidelity, and perfevcrance of my Id low-citizens, on 
the moll trving occalioiis, it is not for me to hefitate, 
or abandon a caufe in which my heart has been 
long engaged. 

Convinced that the conduct of the Government 
has been juft and impartial to foreign nations ; that 
thofe internal regulations which have been efta- 
bltfhed by law for the prefervation of peace, are ii 
their nature proper, and that Uiey have been fairh 
executed; nothing will ever be done by me to 
pair the national engagements, to innovate upoi 
principl 'i:we been fo deliberately and uj 

rightly eiiablifhed, or to furrender in any mannc 
(he rights of the Government. To enable me 
maintain this declaration, I rely, under God, will 
entire confidence on the firm ; 1 ! enlightened fo] 
port of the National Lcgiflature, and upon the vir- 
tue and patriutilm of my fellow-citizens. 

John Adams *. 

Chaplains, — Wednesday, Mav 17. The Houfe 



* The Prefident has made foroe little alteration in the form of 
addrefs to the two Houfes ; an alteration evidently lor the bet- 
ter. General Wafhington always began with, ■' Fslleyj-citkuvf of 
11 the Senate and Houfe of Representatives;" he afterwards called 
them '* Gentlemen of the Senate, &c." This, in the very fame 
fpeech, favoured too much of afiWtation ; too much of that mcb- 
wnirtirig policy wuich has ever ditlinguilhrd the conduct of the old 
General, I Ihoulcl be very glad ro be informed how the member! 
ofCongrefs had more of the citizen in them at the beginnir^ than 
it the end of the fpeech, and how they had more of the gentleman 
of ihe end of it than at the beginning In fa£t, this variation in 
the form of addrefs during the fame fpeech, was perfectly ridicu- 
and Mr. Adams is entitled to fame praife for having abo- 
'.iihed it. 

i 2 proceeded 
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proceeded lo the choice of a Chaplain, and the ball oW 
of the members heing collecledj there appeared 
For Dr. Green, 60 

Dr. Priestley, 12* 

Mr. Carrol, a 

Mr. Helmuth, 1 

Documents relative to Mr. Pinckneys Kmhajfy t» 
France, — Thursday, May 19. The Speaker in- 
formed the Houfe that he had received a communica- 
tion from the Department of State containing iundry 
documents referred to by the President in his fpcech 
to both Houfes, numbered from 1 to 18, which 
was then read, and of which the following is a fum- 
mary. 

Document I. is Mr. Pinckney's letter to the Secre- 
tary of State, dated Paris, December 20, 1796, in 
which he writes, that after a fatiguing journey from 
BourdeauK, owing to the dreadful ftate of the roads, 
he reached Paris the 5th of December. His firit bi> 
iirtefs was to communicate lo Mr. Munroe hi* letters 
of recall. He then wrote to Charles de la Croix, the 
French Minifter for Foreign Affairs, requeuing him 
lo fix the time for receiving copies of Mr. Pinckney's 
letters of crcden re, and Mr. Monroe's letters of recall. 



* The laft Congvefs gave ^,2. votes for Dr. Prieftley. The de* 
creafe in the number of his friends is a certain pruofof an increafe 
of religion, good Jehfe, arid decency in the Houfe ■, but it reflect 
Utile honour on the country, that one fifth of the Representatives 
of it fhould dare openly to patronize a feditious Socinian. N. B\ 
Dr. Green is a Prcfbytertan, Mr. Carrol a Roman Catholic, Mr, 
Helmuth a German Lutheran. The Holrfeof Reprefehtarives have, 
for many years pad, if not always, chofert a Prefbyterian Minifler 
for their Chaplain ; rind the Senate have, as umlormly, chofen a 
Chun h of England Bifliop. This feems to have been a mere mat* 
ier of -.iceommodation ; and, to fay the truth, the appointment of 
Chaplains feems even to have been an object of very little import- 
ance with mod of the members ; had it not been fo we Qiould have 
heard {peeclies enough upon the fubjeft. 

The 
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The Miniiler fixed the 9th December, between one 
and four o'clock P. M. to receive them. " lie 
received us at firlr/* fays Mr. Pinckney in his dif- 
patches, " with great ft ifFnefs ; but afterwards, on 
converting 011 fomc general fubje<5ts, he unbent and 
behaved with civility." He promiled to communi- 
cate both letters to the Directory without delay ; and 
defired Major B&ikdge (Mr. Pinckney's fee retary) to 
give him the names of baptiim and the ages of Mr. 
Pinckney and his mite, lhat cards of ho, fph y al'tty might 
be obtained for them ; which, as he obferved, were 
neceifary to enable them to rciide in Paris unmolerled. 
He promifed to fend the cards the next morning. 
On the i2.th in the morning, Mr, Pinckney was in- 
formed, through the medium of a letter written by 
Mr. De la Croix to Mr. Munroe, that the " Direc- 
tory would not acknowledge or receive another 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United States, un- 
til after the redrefs of the grievances demanded of 
the American Government, and which the French 
Republic had a right to expect from it.'* Mr. Pinck- 
ney expected a notification of the fame import, and 
waited for it until next morning j when he wrote to 
the Miniitcr to inform him of Mr. Munroe 1 s commu 
nication, and of his not having received cards of ho 
pitality for himfclf and fuite; defiring at the 
time to know whether it was the k * intention of the 
Directory that he fhould immediately quit the terrir 
tories of the Republic, or whether he and his famil 
might remain until he heard from his Government. 
This letter was fent by Major Rut ledge, the fecre- 
tary of the embafTy, who reported that he delivered 
it to the Minifler, and received from him a repeti- 
tion of the declaration contained in the letter to Mr. 
Munroe, only fubftituting the word federal inltcad of 
fhe American Government ; and <( with reipedl to the 
fecond iubjccV' the Minifler find, t( be could re- 
turn no anfwer until it was laid before the Direc- 

* 3 tor^ 
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tory," which be promifed to take the firft opportu- 
nity of doing*. 

Document II. relates to the fame fubjeel, and 
proceeds to detail, that a Mr. Girnurfei, who called 
birafelf " chief Secretary to the department of fo- 
reign affairs,** waited on Mr. Pinckney, and faid he 
came on die part of the Minifter to inform Mr. 
P* of the laws of France relating to grangers ; and 
added, that as the Directory had refolved not to re- 
ceive him in his public character, or to give him 
permifhon iu it ay in Paris, M the general laws would 
operate" in this cafe as in all others ; and that it was 
the fixed intention of the Directory that he fhould 
quit the territories of the Republic. Upon Mr, P/a 
inquiring in what time it was expected lie mould fet 
out, he faid the Minifter could not designate it, as 
the cafe lay within the department of the Officer of the 
Police. Mr. P. replied, that Mr. De la Croix was 
proper organ through which information lhould 

mie to him, as he knew the capacity in which he 
md been lent to France ; whereas the Officer of the 
Police " might regard him as a mere firangcr, and 
throw him into confinement 1 * — that whether the 
Directory received him or not in his due character, 
he was entitled to the protection of the/<ra> of tuitions ; 
that if they permitted him to flay until he could hear 



* In this, as well as in all the other of Mr. Finckney's letters, 

I perceive tvith great furprile, and not without fome indignation, 
that the writer h.is nnt only ufedthe atbcijlic&l calendar^ bin that, 
in many inftances, he has omitted; the life of the latter altogether. 
It has been aflerted, and not without good reafon, that Great 
Britain humbled herfeJf before the throne of regicide j a writer of 
great eminence has faid of die embafly of Lord Malmfburv, that 
it "exhibited the fpe£tacle of a Eritifh Minifter deputed to crime 
* l from eowarttict, received with infult, and difmified with mock- 
*' ery, offering the rmftf of the nation, and returning with its 
* l J,b#»ie: u yet, Lord Mai mtbrny never con defc ended to difgrace 

II i s d i f j >a tc bei w i th t h e Fnma ires and Ftndcmaires of the cut-throats 
of Paris ; he bowed at the throne of regicide, but he did not kneel 
at that of atheilm. 
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from his Government, he was under the fefeguard of 
thofc laws, and if not, that he was entitled to Utters 
cfjafe comluel and pajjjpor/s on his journey. The 
gTound Mr, P. chofe embarrafied the Directory : 
they wiihed him gone, but they did not choofe to 
take fo harfli a mcafure as to fend him ofFpfTempro-r 
rily until they heard of the iffue of the approaching 
election in the United States. If one public charac- 
ter was elected (as a member of the Council of An- 
cients afferted), which they hoped would take place* 
he was devoted to the intereft of France^ and woulc 
render the negotiation more cafy. 

Document III. The fame fubject is continued. On 
the 6th of January, 17 97, Mr. Pinckney, by his 
Secretary, lent a meffage to the Minifter for Foreign 
Affairs in behalf of fundry American citizens who 
laboured under great hardships in France j none 
of whom were permitted to travel from one town 
to another, and fome of them had been impri- 
foned for want of regular paflports ; which had 
uted to be granted by the American Ambaffador 
near the Republic, countersigned by the Minifter 
for Foreign Affairs, and which were not fuipended. 
To this complaint the Minifter replied, that an arrete 
had been made on the fubject, and that in future all 
petitions tor paffports on behalf of the American ci- 
tizens fhould be addreifed to the Mmi/ier of the ge- 
neral Police, On Major Rutl edge's re vie wing the fub- 
jectof Mr. Pinckney's ttay in Paris, which happened 
at the clofe of the conference, the Minifter iignified 
much furprife at his ftayingfo long^ adding, that he 
(the Miuirter) *' had exercifed much condefcemU 
awe in being fo long filent ; in (hort, that he ihould 
be very lorry if a further ilay ihould oblige him to 
give information to the Minifter of the Police." 
In this conference with the brutal De la Croix, 
which laftcd near an hour, Major Rutledge was not 
admitted to the honour of a feat/' 

I 4 X)qcumeHt 
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DwnmctU IV. contains the firtf letter from Ge- 
neral Hinckney after he left Paris, dated Amilerdam, 
February 18th, in which he writes, that the '* day 
after the accounts were received of Buonaparte's iuc- 
ceiibs in Italy, Mr. De la Croix gave him, by di- 
rection oflhe Executive Dircclory„ official no/it 
ivnf'mg to quit the territories of the French Repub- 
lic ; which being all he bad fo long waited for, lie 
immediately fct out on his journey, and had ar- 
rived at Amfterdam*. 

In the YtU Document Mr. P. informs the Se- 
cretary of State that the French Directory had made 
a requifuion of the Dutch to join France in treating 
tit-uiral veilcls agreeably to the late French decrees ; 
but, on the Dutch remonftrating againft the mca- 
iiire, as ruinous, to their commerce and nuances, the 
requisition was fufpenried. hi the fame letter he 
informs of the infamous conduct of fome Americans, 
who, under French colours, had equipped priva- 
teers to plunder the property of their fellow- citizens. 

Doamtml VI. is an extract of a letter from Ma- 
jor Mountflorcnce, American Conful at Paris, in 
which two feoundrelsj Cowell and Lewis, are parti- 
cularly named as owners of privateers which had 
made recent prizes of American property ; and that 
thefe men, with other traitorous Americans, were 
constantly importuning the French to iffue feveral 
orders againlt American commerce. 

ihcui wnts VII. and VII I. are on the famefubject 
as the 6th ; adding, that all American feamen, taken 



* Thus was he driven from the hell of pillage and murder in 
fpite of all hi;, flatteries and Supplications to the infernal deities. In 
his letter of "the 21 ft Frimairc" he takes, or rather he makes oc- 
caiion to iav : " thuugh 1 am devoted to the liberty, prosperity, and 
independence of my own country, the freedom, happinefs, and 
perfect eJtabUJhnitnt of the Fhknch Republic have always bet ft 
dear to me," This was rewarded, as every filch aft of mean - 
nefp ought to be, with the contempt of thofe to whom it was ad- 
diditd. 

\ oa 
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on board Bntiih verTels, although preffed into the 
iervice, were confined in prifons as prilbners of war, 
and treated with uncommon cruelty. 

Document IX. is the well-known valedt&ory ad* 
drefs of the Executive Directory to Mr. Munroe on 
his recall, which, as a remarkable fpecimen of repub- 
lican hauteur and French gibberilh, I will iniert as 
follows : 

" Mr. Minifier Plenipotentiary of the United 
fe States of America, by prefentmg to-day your let- 
** ters of recall to the Executive Directory, you give 
to Europe a very jtrange fpeclacle. 
i£ France, rich in her' liberty, furronnded by a 
train victorious, ftroag in the efieem other allies, 
will not abate herfelf by calculating the con- 
iequences of the condefcenfion of the American 
Government to the fuggeftions of her former ty- 
rants j moreover, the French Republic hopes 
u that the fucceiTbrs of Columbus, Raleigh, and 
*' Penn, always proud of their liberty, will never 
" forget that they owe it to France. They will 
"' weigh, in their wifdom, the magnanimous bene- 
" volencc of the French people with the crafty ca- 
<c refTes of certain perfidious perfons, who meditate 
" bringing them bark to their flavery. Aflure the 
* J good American people, Sir, that, like them, we 
(i adore liberty; and that they will always have 
(( our efleem, and that they will find in the French 
Lt people republican generality, which knows how 
,( to grant peace, as it does to caufe its fovereignfy 
<( to be refpefted. 

*' As to you, Mr. Minifter Plenipotentiary, you 
,( have combated for principles, you have known the 
(< true intereit, of your country ; you depart with our 
!< regret. In you we give up a Repre tentative to 
(i America, and retain the remembrance of the Citi- 
" zen whofe peribnal qualities did honour to that 
'* title/* 

Document 
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of the Executive 



Document X, contains a decree 
Directory » annulling the treaty of commerce con- 
tracted February 1778* between France and trie 
United States of America, and eftablifhing a new 
code rcfpe&i&g the veffels of the latter, agreeably 
with the Brit ilh treaty of 1794, in all the articles 
that concern neutral commerce ; and adding 
other regulations refpeeting fhips* papers, and 
American citizens taken on board Britifh veflels, in 
which ibey are considered as pirates, although they 
had been imprefied and detained by force. 

Document XL is a letter from John Q, Adams y 
EJq. Mimjhr reftdent near the Bata-vian Republic ; 
in which the Minifier defcribes the fubjecHon of 
that Government to the Republic of France; that 
it too complains of the Britifh treaty, and requefts 
the United States to make a common caufe with 
her and Fiance, and to join in the war againft 
Great Britain. 

Document XII. is an extract from the Commiffon 
of Affairs of the Batainan National AjjhnbJy* to the 
Mini/hr rtfidtni of the United States, reminding the 
United States of the numerous fervices of the Dutch, 
during the American war, and calling otl the 
United States to protect Dutch property on board 
American veflfel* from die capture of Bnlilh cru iters, 
and intimating how glorious a refolve it would be, 
to make a common caufe with the French Republic, 
and thereby to " render to the hemifpheres a peace 
for which humanity languijkei" 

Document XIIL is John Q. Adams's mifwer /d 
the Batai'htn Government \ declaring the invariable 
refolution of the United States, not to engage in the 
European war, and to obi'erve all her treaties and 
her neutrality inviolably. 

Documtuts XIV. and XV. are letters from J. Q. 
Adamt t and Rufus King, Aiut'yler Plenipotentiary in 

Great 



JULY, 1797. 123 

Great Britain* to the Secretary of State, containing 
an account of the recent demands that the French 
tyrants have made of Denmark, Hamburg, and 
Bremen, to fufprnd ail commerce with England, 
with which haughty requisition none of thoie go- 
vernments had chofen to comply. 

Document XVL is a letter from Charles Mar- 
tinet de YmJQi Mmi/ier of Spain, to the Secretary of 
State, dated Philadelphia, May 6, 1797; contain- 
ing a repetition of the fame complaints that 
had been made by the French and Batavian 
republics againft the Britifh treaty of amity and 
commerce ; with an addition, on the part of Spain, 
of a remonfrrance againil that article of the treaty 
which affures to the Englifh the free navigation of 
the river Miffiffippi *. 

Document XVI I . contains the Secretary's anfiver 
to the Spamjh Mm'ifler, in which he clearly proves 
the futility of the Spanifh complaints, and cila- 
blifhes the juftice and propriety of the Britifh. 



* It may not be amifa to inform my readers, that one of the 
reafons alleged by Spain for declaring war againft Great Britain, 
was her having granted certain privileges to the United States of 
America, Thus, then, tt is not favours granted to Great Britain 
alone, that forms the Spanifh objections to the Britifh treaty, but 
favours granted to the United States aifo. Both arc to be quar- 
reled with, both menaced, and both attacked too, urdefs this mu- 
tually advantageous treaty can be fet afide. There is no doubt 
W the Don has been led, or rather been driven, to prefer his 
complaint, by his new and natural aitiei t the French, and the ob- 
jeftin fo doing is not lefs evident ; but they will be diJkppointed. 
A war with Spain is abfulntely necetfiiry to the falvation of this 
country, if a war with France takes place, or if the Span ia ids have 
«ded Louinana to France. They mutt both be driven into the 
Gulf of Mexico, or we thai! never ileep in peace, Befidcs, a 
war with Spain would be fo convenient ! There i^ nothing but 
dry blows to be gotten from the penny lets fins -culottes ; but the 
tf'alih of Spanifh South America would be a fnlve for every fore, 
hivotild be the cream of the war. Every thing feems to be working 
together for good ; as Cromwell faid, when the Scots were com- 
ing down upon him, ** the Lord hath delivered them into out" 
jiatids*' May we trtat them as they deleave ! 

3 tTC&^ 
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treaty in all its parts that have any relation to Spam 
—as well what concerns free fhips making free 
goods as the extenfion of the lift of contraband 
articles, and the free navigation of the Mifliffippi, 

Document XVI 1 1, contains Mr. Pitickmys letter* 
tided Paris, Fek i, wherein he notifies the Secre- 
tary of State of his intention to depart from Paris 
immediately. 

It is impoifiWe to tran&fufe into a fummary like 
this, any idea of the intuits which the Envoy was 
obliged to (wallow, previous to his departure from 
Paris, Never was a flave more conteiuptuoufly 
treated by his mafier ; never was humility rewarded 
with fuch provoking difdain. One would have 
thought, that the reading of theie difpatches would 
roufe the fpirit of the Congrefs ; one would have 
expeeled an unanimous vote for the echo of the 
jpeech with which the difpatches were accompa- 
nied ; but no fpirit, no refentment, was difcovered. 
The Senate did, indeed, ibmcthing like echo the 
ipece.h of the President ■ but, in the lower Houfe 
(which is, in point of influence, the upper Houfe), 
the ipecch underwent the mo ft mortifying wittiriftn. 

Anfiver of the Senate*— Saturday) zoth ALty. — - 
Sir, The Senate of the United States requeil you to 
accept their acknowledgments for the comprehen- 
sive and intercumg detail you have given in your 
ipcech to both Houfes of Congrefs s an the exiiting 
Irate of the Union, 

While we regret the neceffity of the prefent 
meeting of the Legillalure, we with to exprefs our 
entire approbation of your conduct in convening it, 
on this momentous occasion. 

The Superintendence of our national faith, honour, 
and dignity, being, in a great meafure, conftitu- 
tionally depoiited with the Executive, we obicrve, 
with lingular iatisfaction, the vigilance, firajnefs, 

ancl 
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promptitude, cxhibih 
irate of our public affairs, and from thence derive 
an evidence and pledge of the rectitude and inte- 
grity of your admin iteration. And we arc feniible 
it is an object of primary importance, that each 
branch of the government fhould adopt a language 
and fyficm of conduct, which mall be cool, juft, 
and difpaflionate, but firm, explicit, and decided. 

We arc equally defirous, with you, to prefeiTe 
peace and friendftiip with all nations, and are 
happy to be informed, that neither the honour nor 
interefis of the United States forbid advances for 
fecuring thole defirablc objects, by amicable nego- 
tiation with the French Republic. This method 
of adjufting national differences is not only the 
mo ft mild, but the molt rational and humane ; and, 
with governments diipofed to lie jult, can teldom fail 
of fucbefs, when fairly , candid! v, and fincercly ufed. 
If we have committed errors, and can be made fen- 
fible of them, we agree with you in opinion, that 
we ought to correct them, and compenlate the in- 
juries which may have been coniequent thereon ; 
and we trufr the French Republic will be actuated 
by tiie iame jull and benevolent principles of na- 
tional policy. 
We do, therefore, mod Jincerely approve of your 
ji to promote and accelerate an accom- 
modation of our exifiing differences with that Re- 
public, by negotiation, on terms compatible with 
the rights, duties, interests, and honour of our na- 
ti*m. And you may relt allured of our molt cor- 
dial co-operation, lb far as it may become necefiary. 
in lliis purthit. 

Peace and harmony with all nations is our fin- 
cere wifli : but fuch being the lot of humanity, that 
nations will not always reciprocate peaceable dif- 
politions, it is o-i*- (inn belief that effectual meafures 
of defence will Lend to inlpire that national telf- 

iefrgc&. 
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refpect and ronfidenre at home, which is the un- 
failing fource of refpecl ability abroad, to cl 
aggreifiof) and prevent war. 

Whilft we are endeavouring to adjufl our dif- 
ferences with the French Republic, by amicable ne- 
gotiation, the progrefs of the war in Europe, the 
depredations on our commerce, the perfonal injuries 
to our citizens, and the general complexion of af- 
fair-., prove to us your vigilant care in recommend- 
ing to our attention effectual measures of defence. 

Thole which you recommend, whether they re- 
late to external defence, by permitting our citizens 
to arm, for the purpofe of repelling aggreflions on 
their commercial rights, and by providing lea con- 
, or to internal defence, by incrcafing the efla- 
blifhment of artillery and cavalry, by forming a pro- 
rijional army, by reviling the militia laws, and for- 
tifying more completely our ports and harbours, 
will meet our consideration, under the influence 
©f the fame juft regard for the iecurtty, intereft, and 
honour ^ f our country, which dictated your re- 
commendation, 

Practices fo unnatural and iniquitous, as thofe 
you flute, of our citizens converting their property 
and perfonal exertions into the means of annoying 
our trade and injuring our fellow-citizens, deferve 
legal feverity comment urate with their turpitude. 

Although the Senate believe that the profperity 
and happinefs of our country does not depend on 
general and extenfive political connexions with 
European nations, yet we never can Iofe fight of 
the propriety, as well as neceility, of enabling the 
Executive, by sufficient and liberal fupplies, to main- 
tain, and even extend, our foreign intcrcourfe, as 
exigencies may require, rcpofing full confidence 
in the Executive, in whom the constitution has 
placed the powers of negotiation. 

We learn with flncere concern,, that attempts are 

in 
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in operation to alienate the afTeclions of our fellow- 
citizens from their government. Attempts fo 
wicked, wherever they exiir, cannot fail to excite 
oar utmott abhorrence. A government cholcn by 
the people for their own iafety and happinefe, and 
calculated to fecurc both, cannot lofe their affec- 
tions,, fo long as its adminiftration pursues the 
principles upon which it was creeled. And your 
resolution to obferve a conduct juft and impartial 
to all nations, a facred regard lo our national en- 
gagements, and not to impair the rights of our go- 
vernment, contains principles which cannot fail to fe- 
cure to your adminiftration the fupport of the Na- 
tional Legiflature, to render abortive every attempt 
to excite .dangerous jealoufies among us, and to 
convince the world that our government, and your 
ad mini 11 ration of it, cannot be fepa rated from the 
affectionate fupport of every good citizen. And 
the Senate cannot fufFer the pretcnt occaiion to 
pafs, without thus publicly and folemnly expreilinj 
their attachment to the conftitution and govern- 
ment of their country ; and as they hold theralelvcs 
refpontible to their conflituents, their consciences, 
and their God, it is their determination, by all 
their exertions, to repel every attempt to alienate 
the affections of the people from the government, 
fo injurious to the honour, iafety, and independence 
of the United Stales. 
We are happy, tince our fentiments on the fob- 
are in perfect union with yours, in this public 
manner to declare, that we believe the eon du £t of 
the Government has been juft and impartial to fo- 
reign nations, and that thofe internal regulations 
which have been eftablifhed for the prefervation of 
peace, arc in their nature proper, and have been 
fairly executed. 

And wc are equally happy in poflcifing an entire 
eoufidence in your abilities and exertions in your 



128 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



ftation, to maintain untarnished the honour, pre 
lerve the peace, and Support the independence of 
jur country ; to acquire and ciiablifh which, in 
connexion with your fellow -citizens, has been the 
virtuous effort of* a part of your life. 

To aid you in thefe honourable and arduous exer- 
tions, as it is our duty, i'o it fliall be our faithful 
endeavour. And we ilattcr ourfelves, Sir, that the 
proceedings of the pretent feihon of Congrefs will 
man ile A to the world, that although the United 
States love peace, they will be independent ; that 
they are fiucere in their declarations to be juft to 
the French and all other nations, and expect the 
fame in return. If a fenfe of juflice, a love of 
moderation and peace, mail influence their coun- 
cils, which we lincLTcly hope, we fliall have jutl 
grounds to expect peace and amity between the 
United States and all nations will be preserved. 

But if we are fo unfortunate as to experience in- 
juries from any foreign powers, and the ordinary 
methods by which differences are amicably adjufted 
between nations fhall be rejected, the determination 
4i not to funender in any manner the right? of the 
** government/' being fo inseparably connected 
with the dignity, intereft, and independence of 
our country, ilia 11, by us, be ileadily and inviolably 
Supported. \ 

Thomas Jefferson, 

Vtee-prefnient of the United States^ 

and Prejhh'nt of the Senate* 



Anftirr (as Jirjl reported) of the Refrefentatives. 
Monday^ May 13* — Sir, The interefting detail of 
t hi ile events which have rendered the convention 
oj Copgrcfs at this time indifpenlable (communi- 
Cftted in your Speech to both Houfes) has excited in 
us the ftrongcfl emotions. Whtlft we regret the 
orcafum, tare Cftouot omit to tcltilV our approbation 

of 
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of the meafure, and to pledge ourfelves that 110 con- 
siderations of private inconvenience fliall prevent, 
on our part, a faithful difcharge of the duties to 
which we are called. 

We have constantly hoped, that the nations of 
Europe, delegated by foreign wars, or eonvulfed 
by intet^ine divtfions, would have left tlie United 
States to enjoy that peace and tranquillity to which 
the impartial conduct of oar Government has en- 
titled us ; and it is now, with extreme regret, we 
find the meafures of the French Republic tending 
to endanger a fituation fo defirable and interefting to 
our country. 

Upon this occafion, we feel it our duty to exprcis, 
in the mod explicit manner, the fenfations which the 
prefent crifis has excited, and to allure you of out 
zealous co-operation in thofe meafures which may 
appear ucceflary for our fecurity or peace, 

Although it is the jfirft and moft ardent wifh of 
our hearts, that peace may be maintained with the 
French Republic, and with all the world ; yet we 
can never fur-render thofe rights which belong to us 
as a nation t and whilft we view with fatislaction, 
the wifdom, dignity, and moderation, which have 
marked the meafures of the Supreme Executive of 
our country, in its attempts to remove, by candid ex- 
planations, the complaints and jealoufies of France* 
we feel the full force of that indignity which has 
teen offered our country in the rejection of its Mi- 
nifter. No attempts to wound our rights as a fove- 
rciga Mate will elcape the notice of our constituents ; 
they will be felt with indignation, and repelled with 
that decifion which fhall convince the world that we 
are not a degraded peoplej that we can never fub- 
rait to the demands of a foreign power, without ex- 
amination, and without difcuSion. 

Knowing, as we do, the confidence repofed by 
the people of the United States in their Government, 
vol. vju & "wc 
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we cannot hefttate in exprefTirig out* indignation at 
the fent invents difclofed by the i'relident of the Exe- 
cutive Directory of France, in his lpeech to the Pre- 
fidenl of (In- Unil Such fcntimerits ferve 

to discover the imperfect knowledge which France 
poflblV s of the real opinions of your coafiituents. 
An attempt to feparatc the people of the United 
States from their Government, is an attempt to fe> 
parate them from themfelvcs; and although foreign* 
era, who know not the genius of our country, may 
hare conceived the projeclj and foreign ©JpiifTari 

pi the execution, yet the united efforts of 
our fellow-citisens will convince the world of its 
impracticability. 

Happy would it have been, if the tranfaclions dif- 
clofed in your communication had never taken 
place, or that they could have been concealed. 
Seufibly, however- as we feel the wound which has 
been irrftided, we think with you, that neither the 
honour nor the interclt of the United States forbid 
the repetition of advances for preferving peace; and 
we are happy to learn, that frefh attempts at nego- 
tiation will be commenced : nor can we too ftrongly 
exprefs our lincere dc.fires that an accommodation 
may take place, on terms compatible with the rights, 
interefr, and honour of our nation. Fully, however, 
impreifed with the uncertainty of the refult, we fhall 
prepare to meet with fortitude any unfavourable 
events which may occur, and to extricate ourfelves 
from the confequences with all the fkill we pofTeis, 
and all the efforts in our power. Believing, with 
you, that the conduct of the Government has been 
jufr and impartial to foreign nations, that the laws 
for the prelervation of peace had been proper, and 
that they have been fairly executed, the representa- 
tives of the people do not heiitate to declare, that 
they will give their moft cordial fupport to the exe- 
cution. 
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cutibn of principles fo deliberately and uprightly 
eftablifhed. 

The many intcrefling fubjecls which are fo 
frrongly enforced by this momentous oecafion, will 
receive every attention which their importance de- 
mands; and we trull, that by the decided and ex- 
plicit conduct which will govern our deliberations, 
every infinuation will be repelled which is deroga- 
tory to the honour and independence of our country. 

Permit us, in offering this addrefs, to exprefs our 
fatisfaclion at your promotion to the firft office in 
the Government, and our entire* confidence that the 
pre-eminent talents and patriotifm which have placed 
you in this diftinguifhed fltuation, will enable you 
to difcharge its various duties with fatisfaclion to 
yourfelf, and advantage to our common country. 

The anfwer being read, Mr. Evans ("from Virgi- 
nia; moved, that inftead of " will be felt with indig- 
" nation" fhould be inferted, " will be felt with 
" fetijibility" as a milder phrafe ; as he wifhed to 
avoid ufing expreflioos more harfh than were ne- 
ceifary *. 

This 



*Mr. Evans's amendment has much more of the nenfenfical in 
ft) than any thing I remember to have heard of for fome time. 
Whtwfen/ftility? It is feeling, as applied to the mind ; fo that 
the amendment in plain Englifh fays, that the infults of France will 
fe felt with feeling ; which is very much in the ityle of Ancient 
Piftol : " he bears with ears." 

But the nonfenfe *f the amendment, grofs as it is, is its leaft 
fault. It is pufillanimous, whining, and calculated to difguife the 
r «l fentim?nts of the people. I will allow the gentleman to have 
ffleant, that the infults of the French to our Minifter would be 
W</ of with fenfibility : this is fenfe, but it is far from expreffing 
what ought to be exprefled on the prefent oecafion. We with 
propriety lay, that we hear with i'enfibility of the difpleafure of 
our friends. The lover receives the flighted favour from his 
miftrefs with a great deal of fenfibility ; but what fliou'd we 
think of a fellow who fhould talk thus upon receiving a fop M-vm- 
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This amendment brought up another member 
from Virginia, who, with a heart not lei's full of/enjt- 
bilUy, begged leave to fubftitute another amendment 
in room of that proposed by his colleague. The 
amendment the latter propofed was in the following 
words : 

" After rheflrfl fection, infert, 
" Although we are actuated by the utmoft folici- 
•' tude for the maintenance of peace with the French 
" Republic, and with all the world ; the rejection 
lt of our Miniiter, and the manner of difmifling him 
* from the territories of France, have excited our 
*■ warmeft fenjihthty ; and, if followed by fimilar 
* f meamres, and a re filial of all negotiation on the 
" lubjecl of our mutual complaints, will put an end 
*■ to every friendly relation between the two coun- 
*' tries ; but we flatter ourfelves that the Govern- 
** ment of France only intended to fufpend the ordi- 
ir nary diplomatic intereourie, and to bring into ope- 
ration thofe extraordinary agencies which are in 
* { common ufe between nations, and which are 
et confined in their intention to the great eauies of 
*' difference. We therefore receive, with the ut- 
moil 1atis faction, your information, that a frefh 
* attempt at negotiation will be infiituted; and we 
expea with confidence, that a mutual fpirit of 
conciliations ari d a difpojition on the part of the 
** United Slates to place France on the footing of 
" other countries, by removing the unequalities 
w which may havearilen in the operation of our re- 
,tivc treaties with them, will produce an ac- 
commodation compatible with the engagements, 
l< rights, duties, and honour of the United States. 
tf We will conlider the feveral fu ejects which 



the check ? what fliouldwe thiuk of Baclie, for inftancc, if, through 
i he channel of his Aurora, he were to ret I the world, that Hum- 
y«'s 6SX produced in his mind the utmoft hmfibility ? 

i * ( you 
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you have recommended to our consideration, 
with the attention which their importance de- 
i( mands, and wilJ zealoufly co-operate in thole mea- 
(( lures which fhall appear necetTary tor our own fe 
" curity or pmc&, 

" Whatever differences of opinion may have e%- 
u itled amougfl the people of the United States 
** upon national fubje&s, we cannot believe that any 
ts ferioLis expectation can be entertained of with- 
** drawing the fupport of the people from their con* 
u ititntional agents; and we flioulcl hope that the re- 
" collection of the miferies which fhe herlelf has 
<il fuffered from a like interference, would prevent 
" any fuch attempt by the Republic of France ; but 
" we explicitly declare for ourfelvcs and our con- 
( f flituents, that fuch an attempt would meet our 
higheft indignation, and we will repel every 
unjutl demand on the United States by foreign 
'* countries, that we will ever conlider the humilia- 
11 Hon of the Government as the greater! pergonal 
" dilgracc." 

After fome difcourfe as to the propriety of admit- 
ting this amendment, it was declared admilTible by 
the Chairman, and was accordingly fubmitled to the 
Committee, 

Mt\ Nicholas then rofe in fupport of his warmefi 
fenftlnlity. After premirlng that much would depend 
upon the mifwer about to be given } he fa id, that the 
htuation in which we ftood with reipedt to France, 
called for the moft judicious proceeding, and that it 
wasliis wifh to heal the breach by temperate meal u res. 
He expreifed hh, feeling for the infult offered to Mr. 
Pinckney, which was heightened by the dignity he 
had borne it with, which had proved him a proper 
characler for the embafly. He was forry that France 
had refufed to receive him, but did not think it right 
tolufFer timfirfl impreifion to influence the proceed- 
ings of the Houfe. 

KJ My, 
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Nicholas next proceeded to remark on ttie 
lagniuide of the infult received, which did not 
to him to great as Mr. Piuekney feemed to 
£hink it ; he infilled that the Government of this 
country had done all in its power to accommodate 
the differences With Franc*: and that, though an 
infult had been offered lo this country, which could 
not fail to produce irritation, yet that irrita- 
tion fhould flop Jhnrt cf the point where it would 
produce action > as he was certain any ftcps taken 
which might hazard the peace of the country, 
would not conduce to the welfare of its citizens. 

From fentiments like thefe, the gentleman made 
a very natural, eaty, and graceful trlnlition to French 
influence y of which he laid he had heard frequent in- 
sinuations, but which he considered fo groundlefs as 
to be only worthy of contempt. For his own part, 
he had no intercourfe with the French, hut of the 
CQmmomfi kind. He wifhed thole who poflefTed 
proofs of improper ccn !ucl of this kind, would come 
forward and fhow them — Ihow who are the traitors 
of whom Co much is laid. He was not afraid of the 
imprefTions any fucli charges brought again ft him 
might make upon his cwiflitwnts, or where he was 
known \ indeed, he bad not the .arrogance to bc)ie\e 
the charge was levelled again 11 him, though he be- 
lieved he was frequently charged with a too great at- 
tachment to the French ratile. 

By way of julliticatioii tor his immoderate zeal in 
the caufe of France, the eloquent gentleman went 
into a retro fpedtive view of the liluatiun of that 
republic, when he fir ft came into Congrefs, and 
of thefentiments of ' *1 his part ol the country" with 
refpect lo h,cr fate, He reprefented France as the 
party attacked, and, with equal accuracy, talked 
about proofs of the intention of England to de- 
clare war again ft America, if France had been van- 
quished. 

3 Hfc 
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• He next proceeded to the detail of fentiments re- 
specting the anti-rfepublican fpirit that prevailed in 
this country, fo exactly of a piece with thofe contain- 
ed in the letter to Mazzei, attributed to Mr. Jcfterlbn, 
that to repeat his words here would be ufelefs. It 
was, he faid, to counteract this difpolition, that he 
oppofed a contrary zeal, though lie was not confcious 
of being over- zealous. ' 

From this digreffion the orator returned to the 
■ -fubjecl: before the Committee. He could not help 
taking notice, he faid, of fbme circurn fiances in the 
correipondence of Mr. Pinckney, becaufe he believed 
they would be made ufe of to influence the public 
mind. He meant the allufion which was made to 
the ftate of politics in. this country. Beiides Mr. 
Pinckney's own opinion, he fpeaks of a late emigrant 
returned to France, who defcribed this country as of 
no greater confequence than Geneva or Genoa. At 
firft, he faid, he fuppofed this to be one of thofe 
things which tended the fame way with all the reft ; 
but he believed this was not the cafe ; he knew only 
of one emigrant who had returned to France, who 
was of confiderable confequence. That emigrant, 
however, was not the affoeiate of the friends of 
France in this country, but of thofe who were moft 
oppofed to it : fo that whatever opinion he might 
have formed of this country, they were not gathered 
from thefriendsof the French *. 

After this, Mr. N. took another ftep on one fide, 

* Talleyrand is here alluded to ; and it mufl be con fe fled, that 
Nicholas, for once, fpoke the truth- Talleyrand was a fpy ; his 
bufinefe, therefore, was not with the democrats, who had no fe- 
crets which they withheld from the Directory, but with the fede- 
ralists, from whom much valuable information might be, and un- 
doubtedly was extracted. To the fliame of the federalifts be it 
spoken, the arch apoflate found no difficulty in obtaining acceis to 
them. He vifited all the moft eminent amongft tin n\ not exctpt- 
' n S the officers of Government, and the Prefideut j fo that Ni« 
P '?ol as's rcpioach was extremely juft. 
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to fpeak again of the French faction, and oVefared, 
fhuuld he a majority in the Hoafe deter- 
mined to carry a certain meafurc, though it fhould 
involve the nation in war, could he, beeaufe he was 
called a Trench patriot, pvc us his opinion and join 
in t1 e vote ? He could not. And if, by £<*>ng into a 
mciilitre of this kind* they produce diviiion, they 
jnufl not charge thofe who oppofed their meafurc^ 

h it. Thoic who produced the diviiion mult 
antwer it # . 

Mr. H Wiam Smith followed Nicholas, and, in a very 
and very able fpecch, defended the eonduel of 
tin; American Government, proved that the Britifh 
treaty was a mere pretext on the part of France, 
and concluded by a brief dcvelopement of the real 
views of the French Government, and their taction. 

It was evident, he fold, from the information from 
France, that an opinion had been induitriouily 

* Having thus given a (ample of logic worthy of the genius of 
the grc-u Ralpho hnntelf, the gentleman returned once more to the 
jltt/wrr, which, he faU!> went to decide the question ofpem-e »r war 
for this country. He thought it calculated to produce great mif- 
chief, and no poflible good ; Unfitted that it would tend to irritate; 
that threats from this country towards rhe French could not effect 
the objeft it: view, and very patriot'icly and manfully aflted, if any 
gtaticman believed we were able to meet rhem i:t war t if oof » 
e, why make fuch decla rations as mould preclude farther ac- 
tion ? Wears condemning the French Government becaufe 
ik for rtdrefs, without liflening to negotiation ; yet we fay 
\q them, Wc are right, you have no caufe to complain ; all the 
departments of our government a&ed right. 

After difapproving of the President's aHertion, that our Govern* 
vttnt bad uniformly afied right, and that he would never depart from 
the principles aftcd upon, he proceeded to iV.ue the danger of 
fanclioning fuch a declaration, and very con fiftently added, that he 
wm not for humiliating ni(aj'ures t and that no man was more willing 
to make mean and improper concefjiam than bimfrif ' ! 

He concluded by pfeffing a fair and full examination of the Sub- 
ject before them, in order, as he faid, to difcover if any injury or 
ttfd been committed on ear part, and if fuch was found to 
exjftj he iiucerely wilhed it to be corrected. 

circulated 
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circulated theTe, that the government and people of 
this country were divided ; that the Executive was 
corrupt, and did not purfue the interefts of the 
people ; and that they might, by perfevcrance. over- 
turn the adm "mi ft rat ion 3 and introduce a new order 
of things. Was not fuch an opinion as this, he 
aiked, calculated to induce France to believe that fhc 
might make her own terms with us? It was well 
known what France wifhed, and it was time to de- 
clare it plainly ; his opinion was, that fhe defigned 
to ruin the commerce of Great Britain through us* 
This was evident. They talk of the Britifh treaty ; 
but they fuffered it to lie dormant for near a twelve- 
month, without complaining about it. Why were 
they filent till within a few weeks before the election 
of our President? Why did they commit fpoliations 
upon our commerce long before the Britiih treaty 
was even dreamt of? Indeed their firft decree, diredt- 
ing fpoliations of our property, and the rapture of 
our provifion-fhips, was on the 9th of May, 1 733, a 
month before the provision order of Great Britain, 
which was dated June 8, 1793 : and why have they, 
from that time to this, been committing fpoliations 
on our commerce ? The Britifh treaty was publifhed 
in Paris, in Augufr, 1795: a year after, in July, 
1796, they determine ** to treat us in the fame way 
that we fuffer other nations to treat us ;" and this 
decree was not made known to our Government till 
the October following, a few weeks before the elec- 
tion of Prefident 

But this was not all; the French bad purfued 
fitmlar meafures towards all the other neutral pow- 
ers, Sweden, in coniequence, had no Mini tier in 
their country, and was on the eve of a rupture. Th 
intention of the French Government evident tv was 
to compel all the neutral powers 1o aid her in de- 
firoying the commerce of Great Britain ; but he 
truited this country had more fpirit than to fuffer 
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herfelfto be thus forced to give up her commerce 
with Great Britain : he truficd it would ipurn any 
fuch idea. 

There had been no period, iince the revolution, 
which had fo powerfully called on Americans fur that 
fortitude and whilom which they knew fo well how 
to difplay on great and folemn emergencies. It was 
not his intention to offend any one by dating the 
qucftioti in too frrong terms ; but l.c was pcrfuaded, 
that when the prefent lituation of our affairs with 
refpect to France, was well underfiood, it would be 
found, that to arquiofce in her prefent demands was 
virtually and cffrntiallv to furrenderour lclf-govern- 
incut and independence. 

The independence of a nation, he obferved, might 
be deft roved by various modes. Whether a prepon- 
derating influence was obtained in her councils by 
feduclion, intrigue, or terror, or by a direct and 
open invaiion of her territories, and confequent fub- 
jugation, was immaterial. Indeed, it would be fafer 
for us if a foreign power were at once to attempt our 
furtigation by invafion ; for ' in that cafe there 
could be but one opinion among Americans , about a 
vigorous reiiflanee*; but the flow approaches to 
our fuhjeclion, by the fubtle artifices of intrigue and 
fuhjection, were feldom difcerned by the community 
at large, until their peitilential effects had taken luch 
deep root as to be with difficulty extirpated. Was 
it faying too much to affert, that dictating to our 
Government, fomenting an infurreclion in our 
bofom, influencing our moft important election, 



* It was, perhaps, very proper in Mr. Smith to make this af- 
fertion ; it was one of thole pious frauds that It.itefmen are allowed 
to life for good purpo'i s ; hut that f.,c\ really was not true. I 
verily believe that there would not o-i'y h.:ve been t-zw> opinions, 
but thjt each opinion would have ha J a great number of advo- 
cates. 

demanding 
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demauding a violation of our engagements, the re- 
peal of our laws, the annulling the decrees of our 
courts of jufiice, were not merely interferences with 
pur Government, but, in fa<5l, attempts to ufurp it? 
The complaints of France refpeclipg the Britiih 
treaty, were the pretext, but not the real caufe of her 
aggreffions. It was idle to wink out of fight the 
real caufes ; {he wifhed (as he had before dated) to 
deftroy the commerce of England, and the United 
States were to be the instrument of accompli thing it. 
The United States were to be coerced into fuch mea- 
fures as would effect this great fcheme. The fame 
policy was pnrfued towards the Haute Towns and 
Denmark. Had they made a Britiih treaty ? Were 
they anfwerable for the fins of ours ? The review he 
had taken of the ground of controversy as to our 
treaty with England, mud have removed every im- 
pretiion unfavourable to our Government, and 
evinced the unceafing efforts of France to acquire 
an improper afcendency over our councils, and 
direct them to the purpofes of her aggrandizement. 
Mr. Smith concluded wilh requefiing the Com- 
mittee ferioufly to ponder on the contequeuce of 
agreeing to the amendment. It fpoke the fame 
feeble language as the addrefs of the lad feffion, 
the fame timid reluctance to exprefs our fcnle of 
injury, the fame reliance on the negotiation alone; 
if this was all that the gentlemen on the other fide 
propofed doing at this extraordinary feffion, the call- 
ing of Congrefs would prove the mofl humiliating, 
the mod calamitous meafure that had ever been 
adopted. Better indeed had the members remained 
at their homes, and there, in fecret iilence, mourned 
over the difhonour of their country, and fmothercd 
their refentments, than to be collected in a mats 
from all parts of the Union, to be thus publicly ex- 
hibited as fellow witneffes of their own fhame and 
the indignities offered their country, without the 
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power, or even the courage } lo refent them. But he 
could not believe it poffible that the Committee 
would purfue a courfe Co pregnant with humiliation ; 
and he confidently pcrluaded himfelf that as his 
country had always difplaycd her juftice, fo would 
all parts of the Houfc unite on this occanon to con- 
vince the world that her fortitude and iirmnefs were 
equal to her jufliec. 



This debate on the anftver to the fpcech, Allocking 
as it may appear, lafted during eleven days, and was 
finally doled on the ltt of June. To iniert fuch a 
debate as this at length is impolhble, and, if it were 
poffible, it would be very far from adding to the va- 
lue of this work. Some of the ipeeches indeed, thofe, 
for inftance, ofMefTrs. William Smith, Bayard, Otis, 
and fome others, would do honour to any feleclion ; 
but they contain, generally fpeaking, nothi ng more 
than what had been before fatd in the debates re- 
fpeeltflg tie Bntljfi treaty, which was fiill the bur- 
den of French complaint; and of opposition fophUlry, 
mifreprefentation, and clamour. 

I fhalt not, therefore, lead the reader through vo- 
lumes of repetition daily doled out in the Hotile ; 
hut fhall bring before him fuch parts only of the de- 
bate as will enable him to form a correct idea of the 
conduft and the views of the contending parties. If 
he has not been accuftomed to read the debates of 
Congrefs, he will be furprilcd at the variety of fub- 
e&s dragged into this debate ; hut if he has, be will 
ook upon the incongruous jumble as a matter of 
courfe. 



J 



Livingjfon, RepTdentative of New-York, fpoke 
three hours. He did not addrefs himfelf to the Tea- 
fon or the pafllon?, but to the. patience of his hearers, 
which hf at la ft completely overcame. This young 
gentleman ieems to be a kind of pharifee in politics, 

and 
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and to believe that patriotilm confifts in much fpcak- 
iug. When the merits of an orator arc to he mea- 
fnred by the page or the column, I do not hefitate to 
affirm that Mr. Livingllon will be counted the Ci- 
cero of his day. 

His fpeech was an inflated repetition of the argu- 
ments of Mr. Nicholas. He introduced a number of 
long quotations as applicable to the fubjetf as an ex- 
tract from the life and adventures of Robinfon Cru- 
loe would have been. He mult, however, be al- 
lowed the merit of having introduced one topic whicl 
others had but flightly touched upon ; 1 mean 
xmgrejfmehl of jimericanfmmm by the Britt/h. If any 
one wants to know how this could pofTibly be dragged 
into the debate, be muft aik the honourable member 
himielf ; for I imagine that it would be impoilible for 
any one elfe to guefs at it even. 

He alTertcd (and the alfertion is a very good crite- 
rion of his candour and veracity) that ihoufands of 
American teamen had been imprcfled by the Britifh. 
He was contradicted by Mr. Harper, who replied to 
feveral of his miftatemeuts in a very fpiritetl manner ; 
and, with refpeCt to the imprefled feamen, obferved, 
that, in contradiction to this, he could produce verj 
good authority ; being no let's than that of the gentle- 
man himfelf. He was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee to report on the kibjeet ; and, after an 
inquiry of feveral months, the remit flood thus : 
American teamen inipreffed, 42 

Natives of Britain, 12 

Foreigners, 26 



Country unknown, 



Total 97 



This he thought a fufficient reply to the gentle- 



man 6 fragment 



Mr 



* It is nut improper to obferve here, that we have an account 
[k\\\ by the cap ains of feveral veffels) of upwards ot nint huriirat 
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Mr. Harper followed next, and, in a long, eta* 
qtient, and animated fpceeh, expofed all the projects 
of France and her partita ns. It is impoffible to give 
an abridgment of this ipeech. 

Giles came next. He fct out with reprobating the 
practice of the Houfe's anfwcring the Prefident*s 
fpeeeh ; or, at leaft, he wilhed the Committee of 
rules and orders to be directed to make owzjland- 
inganfuoe.r that would Hand regularly for all fpeeches ! 
This prop( 11 ion of the gentleman from Virginia puts 
me in mind of a pradticc that has been long in ufe on 
negro plantations : they have, Sir, a ready-made coffin, 
into which every unhappy Have is put as loon as the 
breath is out of his body. He is then carried and 
toffed into a hole, and xhzjtamting coffin that is to 
ftand regularly for all corpfes, is returned back to its 
place till death calls it forth into ufe. This utenfil 
of degraded mortality alternately contains the viclims 
of the pleurify, the fever, hunger, and the laih : it 
is the vehicle of the old and the young, of the long 



American feamen being thrown into the French and Spanifh pri- 
fons. Two hundred and feven have a&ually been exchanged with 
the Britijb as prifoners of war! And yet Mr. Livingfton has the 
boldnefs to lay, that the impreflment of American feamen is an 
aggretlion peculiar to England ! Some of our feamen the French 
have whipped, others they have manacled, and there is every rea- 
son to believe that, ere now, fome of them, fent from Porto Rico to 
the Cape, have been hanged, only for defending themielves in a 
moft heroic, manner againft three times their ftrength. Mr. L. u 
very willing to put up with all this, I know j but 1 can allure him 
that the people of this country are not. He may revive the 13 rttilh 
depredations as often as he pleafes by way of a counterpoife with 
thofe of France j but every one knows that Great Britain has re« 
leafed from French gaols (in exchange for French prifoners of war) 
above three times the number of Americans that jhe ever imprejjed\ 
and that, inftencl of carrying on a piratical war againft our com* 
jnerce, (he convoys our Ihips to protect them againft our allien 
whom, with all due fubmiffion, I prefume, we may now begin to 
c 

and 
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and the fhort, of the thick and the thin, of the fat and 
the lean. To be of fuch general and conftant utility, 
its dimenfions are obliged to be fuited to the largeft 
poffible fiature, and, of courfe, it does not fit once 
out of a thoufand times. So, I am afraid, it would 
be with any (landing anfwer to the fpeeches of the 
Prefident that the gentleman and his friends could 
poifibly frame.- 

Had the gentleman propofed to frame ftanding 
fpeeches and replies for every fubjecl that comes be- 
fore the Houfe, the proportion ftiould have had 
my mod hearty aflfent. The -wifdom of the rulers 
would then, Itrufl, protect us from fpeeches of three 
hours long, from quibbling more offeniive than the 
chatter of the roguiih jackdaw, and from repetition 
more irkfome than the monotonous fong of the 
cuckoo. 

Mr. Giles thought proper (for what reafon he bcft 
can tell) to preface his obfervations by an attempt to 
prove that there is not, nor ever was, a French fac- 
tion in this country. He went back fo far as the 
time of Genet, and infilled that he was univerlally 
reprobated. If Mr. Giles had laid, that Genet was 
reprobated by every honeft man and friend to the 
Government, he would have been nearly right ; but 
he muft have a very poor opinion of the memory of 
his hearers, to pretend that Genet had no party to 
juftify his conduct. As long as the name of Dallas 
ftall be remembered (which may be indeed but a 
J'ttle while, unlefs he changes fides), fo long will it 
** recollected that Genet did not want a friend. 

Hut I will not confine myfelf to a folitary inftancc. 
^Veral of the daily papers, Bache's in particular, 
°P«nly defended the conduct of Genet, and as openly 
re probated that of the Federal Government. Genet's 
JT^t offence was committed in the latter part of the 
faaamer of X793, and on the 6th February, 1794, 
*^*< true republican, the injured patriot, Citizen* 

GttKt," 
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Genet," was toafied by very numerous companies 
Joaimofl every feaport town from N. Hampihire to 
Georgia. At many of tbefe republican feflivals, mi* 
litary eom panics afiilled, cannons were rlred ; and 
at Philadelphia the Governor of PennfyWania hiin- 
felf was one of the convives. Thefe, Mr. Giles, are 
no proofs of tmiverfal reprobation. I know well that 
liis partifans dropped off from him when they found 
him recalled, and when they found the current of 
public opinion turning againft him; but this proves 
the bafenefs of the French faction, without going a 
Itep towards difproving its exiftence. 

In tracing down the hiilory of this no-exifling 
fat-lion (as lie wi£bed it to be believed), it was fume- 
thing odd that he fliould entirely overlook Fauchet 
and his flour-merchants ; t? the very peaceable re- 
u n i on I n Brad dock's rl el d , " a nd the * * few thaitfatuls 
of dollars" with which France (( could have deter- 
mined on a civil war or peace 9 * — all this Mr. Giles 
quite forgot ; and he teems to have forgoften Citizen 
Blunderbufs's interference in the eleclion, and the fac- 
tion, or rather gang, by which he was fupported. 
The gentleman is young, and young men are not 
opt to be fo forgetful. Conicious of his own purity, 
1 iuppofe he cannot bring himfelf to believe others 
corrupted. Taken up with the innocent labours of 
the fidd, on which he *' depends fur fubfillence" he 
can hardly conceive that there is any fuch thing as 
treachery in the world. 

However, though Mr. Giles's in?iocence % or fome* 
tiling clic, may prevent him from believing in the 
exiftence of this traitorous faction, the people at 
large not only believe in its exiftence, but plainly 
perceive its manoeuvres and its object; and, I will 
add, whether it pleafe Mr. Giles or not, that they 
are reiblved to defeat it. 

The French faction are now endeavouring by all 
means in the world to jjcrfoade the people that there 

is 
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Is no fuch thing ; juft as Fox and his crew wil 
to perfuade the people of England that ttiere were no 
plots againft the Government, at the very moment 
that the democrats were (hooting at the King. 

The gentleman obferved that he depended on his 
farm for his Jubfifience ; that wheat was fallen, in con- 
sequence of the Britifh treaty, from fourteen to ieven 
Shillings a bufhel; and that he was afraid of a war 
with France, becaufe its cortfequenccs would be a 
fjqfer connexion with Great Britain. 

I was never more furprifed than when I heard that 
Mr, Giles depended upon his farm for fubfiftenee, 
hating always under ft ood that he wasaAwjy*r$ and 
knowing befides, that he received about a thoufand 
dollars annually for his attendance in Congrefs, 

That wheat has fallen from fourteen to feven fliil- 
lings a buihel is more than I know; but, if it be 
really fo, how, in the name of all that is quibbling 
can it be attributed to the Britifh treaty ? One caul 
of the fall of grain is, the return of plenty in Europe, 
At the time the treaty agitated the Union there was a 
famine, or nearly fo, in feveral of the countries of 
Europe ; that is no longer the cafe ; the markets 
there as well as here hare fallen one half. The other 
caufe of the fall of produce is, the depredations of 
the French, I know Mr. G« will fay (as indeed he 
did fay) that thefe depredations originated in confe- 
rence of the Britifh treaty, which may be true ; but 
to bring this forward as a proof of the injuitice or im- 
policy of that treaty, certainly required more bra ft 
than I thought any American was bletfed with. 
Suppole any impudent fcoundrel were to meet Mr. 
G. in the ftreet, and knock him down for having made 
a fpeech three hours long ; would not Mr. G. think 
it very Itrange if he were told it was his own fault; 
that he fliould not have made the fpeech, and all 
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ould have been well with him? "Look, Sir,"* 
laid a foldier lo his Captain, ** the drill fefge&Qt has 
broken my head becaufe 1 fquinted." — M It is your 
own fault, my lad," replied the Captain, "yon ihould 
not fquint." Such exactly is the logic of Citizen 
Giles. 

Befides, as to the fall of wheat and flour, whatever 
it may be with Mr. Giles, who depends on his farm 
for fubfiftence, I can aflbre him it is no calamity to 
the people in general; and that he could not have 
made a more unfortunate objection to the treaty. 
Citizens, you know that you long complained of the 
dearnefs of bread, at the fame time that you execrated 
the Bntifh treaty. You muft all remember this. 
Well, now take notice: your adorer Mr. Giles, a 
member of Coflgrefs, now complains of this very 
treaty, becaufe it has made bread cheap fi 

As to a floftr connexion with Britain, the firft con- 
uence of a war with France, I muft confefs Mr. 
Giles was perfectly right. Such a connexion would 
e inevitable; will be dictated by policy, by na- 
ure, and by neceffity ; and, whatever Mr. Giles may 
hink, it is moil iincerely withed for by a vaft ma- 
jority of the people, even of thofe vvhofe voice he 
declared he adored. 

Mr, Cuit fa id, he thought that part of the fifth pa- 
ragraph which related to the Executive Directory 
ould be lets exceptionable, and equally convey 
their difapprobation of fuch fentiments if it were ex- 
preffed more generally, and without any alluiion 
to M. Barms. He propolid, therefore, to ftrike 
out from "at" in the fourth line of the fifth pa- 
ragraph, lo *' United States*' in the feventh 
hncj and to infer* «« any fmttmmts tending to de* 
,<c rogate from that confidence; fuch fentiments, 
" wkersyer entertained, ferve to evince an imperfect 

" knowledge 
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** knowledge of the real opinion of our conftitu- 
•* ents *." 

Mr. Giles fcconded the motion; but wiftied it to 
extend farther, as he did not know what was meant 
by the expreffion 'Mo leparate them from them- 
** felves." 

Mr. IV. Smith objected to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Coit), becaufe it 
was hypothetical. He wifhed, as the tact was 
clearly efiablifhed, to have a direct reference to the 
fpeech of Ban-as in their indignation of the fenti- 
ments. As the matter had appeared of fufEcicnt im- 
portance to find a place in the President's fpeech, he 
thought it was alio worthy of their notice. He in- 
fitted upon its being' an attempt to divide the people 
of this country from their Government, by Jpeakrng 
infultingly of the latter, and flattering the former. 
He did not exactly know what was meant by the 
" fnggeflion of the former tyrants," but he fuppofed 
it meant bribery, and that by <{ perfidious people/* 
General Walhington was included, 

Mr, Nicholas was in favour of the amendment. 
He denied that the fuggeftion could mean bribery, or 
that inlidious pcrfons could include General IVafitmg- 
ton. He hoped the gentleman would not thus make 
it his bufinefs to hunt up for intuits. As to the ex- 
preflions of Government and People, they were cer- 
tainly one, and could not be divided, The Ameri- 
can Government was the people of the United States ; 
and if the remainder of this ofFenfive addrefs was at- 
tended to, it would be ieeu that the French Go- 



* The reader will perceive that this was a moll: bafe trick of Coie f 
to avoid all qtTcnce to the infernal defpots. " 'The ientimenu ex* 
** prejfrd by tht French Direflory," was thus changed for " any leiiti- 
u merits, "wbcnrvfr entertained!" — The poor fallen creatures were 
afraid, not only to rcfent the infult, but even to poiut out the power, 
by whom they had been infulted. 
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vernmcnt and the French people were ufed as fyno- 
nimous terms. He allowed that fpeech alluded to 
was one of the rooft foolifh things he had ever ieen, 
but he could find no ferious caufe of offence in it. 

Mr, H\ Smith laid , that by the Government the 
Executive only was meant, He was convinced of 
llii-i from the manner in which he had feen the word 
ufed in the Preach Government paper, intitled the 
Redaffeur. 

.Mr. Coit believed that whatever M. Barras had laid, 
it was not worth their attention. We might defy 
France or Frenchmen to fay worfc of us than they 
faid of themfelves. He did not himfclf know how 
tar the fpeech of Barras was an acl of Government : 
for, laid he, when we directed our Speaker to repre- 
hend Randal and Whitney, the words he ufed upon 
the occalion were not an act of the Houfe. On ano* 
iher occafion when the Houie were about to re- 
ceive the French Bag, they could not call what was 
laid by the Speaker on that occalion, an act of the 
Houfe. 

Mt\ Williams faid, if Mr, Pinckney's letter was an 
authentic paper, the fpeech of Barras was like wile fo : 
and if fo, it was doubtlefs an indignity on Govern- 
ment. He did not think with the gentleman from 
MaiTachufetts (Mr. Freeman) that it was " childifli 
gafeonade." He believed it was intended as an infult 
on the Government of this country. 

Mr. Gordon faid there could be no doubt of the 
authenticity of Barras's fpeech, fince it Hood upon 
the fame ground as the reft of the documents. It was 
a flagrant infult upon Government, in his opinion, 
and warranted all that had been faid upon it, as it 
was doubtlefs an attempt to leparate the people from 
the Government. 

Mr, Thdtther faid the queftion was, whether or 
not any notice fhoukl be taken of the intuiting fpeech 
of Barras When, faid he, the French flag was 

presented 
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preferred to thisHoufe, we were told, we were not to 
it op to reaforij but to exprefs forthwith our feelings 
of affection ; but now, when the moll unexampled 
infult is offered to us, fuch as one man would not 
receive from another, we are not to notice it at all, left 
it fhould offend the French Republic. He knew of 
only one reafon for patting it over in filence, and 
that, it was true, had fome weight with him. That 
Barras fpoke as the organ of the French nation there 
could be no doubt ; bift he had his doubts whether 
he knew hhnfelf ivhat he /aid. The fpecch had itrong 
marks of inebriation, and he believed that, when he 
delivered it, he was either dfttnk or mad. 

After a pretty long debate, the queftion was put 
on this bafe amendment of Coifs, and, difgraceful 
to relate \ there appeared 49 for it and 49 againft 
it, when the Chairman , Dent (as complete a Janus 
asDayton) declared it carried in the affirmative. 

One would have thought, that the anfvver was 
now tame enough ; but fo thought not Mr. Dayton 
(the Speaker) , who moved to itrike out the words, 
** We are happy to learn that frefh attempts at 
f * negotiation will be commenced : nor can we too 
M ftrongiy exprefs our fincere defire that an ac- 
M commodation may take place, on terms com- 
" patiblc with the rights, intereft, and honour of 
te our nation." — This tone was not fufficiently hum- 
ble for Mr, Dayton, and he therefore propofed an 
amendment in the following words : — ct We there- 
u fore receive, with the utmoft fatisfaclion, your 
" information that a frefh attempt at negotiation 
** will be inflituted, and we cherifh the hope that 
u a mutual fpirit of conciliation, and a difpolition 
11 on the part of the United States to place France 
** on grounds as favourable as other countries in her 
: * relation and connexion with us, will produce an 
'* accommodation compatible with the engage- 
u merits, rights, and honour of our nation." 

l j Mr* 
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Mr. IF. Smith thought this amendment the fame 
in fnbftaiice as that which had been negatived, and 
it fo, it was out of order. 

Mr, Nicholas fa id, the gentleman might fatisfy 
Inn ielf it was not the fame with his, as it would 
not give occafion to alt the petty objections he had 
brought again ft it. 

Mr. Dayton hoped the gentleman from South 
Carolina would take a more manly ground of op- 
position to his amendment tffen the one he had fug- 
gelled. The amendment was not the fame as the 
one rejected ; it was not introduced in the fame 
part of the addrefs, nor would it require to be re- 
committed to be inferted. He would alfo find that 
fume gentlemen would vote for this, who put their 
negative upon the other ; if this would not fatisfy 
the gentleman, he believed the Chairman would* 

The Chairman declared the motion in order. 

Mr. Thatcher called upon the mover to flate in 
hat this motion differed from that which was re- 
jected. 

Mr. Dayton faid, that this motion contained a 
principle not found in the report of the Committee, 
•viz. to place France in as favourable a fituation as 
other countries, hoping that this will be the means 
of accommodation. He wifhed this fentiment in-. 
crted in the letters of credence of the envoys ; yet 
he wifhed he might not he charged with Handing 
on forbidden ground. If this fentiment were not 
nferted in the addrefs, he fhould look upon it with 

rfect indifference. He would have propofed this 

unendmentj if he had not met with a fecond. He 

vas deiirous of preferving peace with the French 

Lepublic upon any terms fhort of the lofs of our 

independence. The gentleman from JVIafTachufetts 

would Ice the difference betwixt the two motions, 

Mr. if Smifkfpoke at confiderable length againft 
this a$P'"" H iBcnt, He laid nobody would object to 

putting 
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putting France upon as good a footing as Great 
Britain, if fhe was not to; but he believed fhe 
was now in a better Situation, and that, therefore, 
fhe would not content to be placed on the fame 
footing with Great Britain. He objected to it alio, 
becaufe it held out an idea that reconciliation could 
only be had through the Houfe, and becaute it 
would be an interference with the Executive. He 
dwelt upon each of thefe objections at considerable 
length; and upon his laying that it was poflible, if . 
the Executive fhould think it right not to comply 
with the direction of the Houfe, it might be made 
the ground of impeachment, Mr. Dayton inter- 
rupted him, by infilling upon it, that no fuch con- 
ftruetioii could be put upon his amendment. Mr. 
S. begged to differ in opinion, and continued his 
objections. 

Mr. Swamvick took a view of the advantages which 
France was faid to enjoy over other countries with 
refpect to bringing prizes into our ports, and faid 
that they no longer exifted. He took notice of a 
facT: related by Mr. W, Smith, refpeeltng a French 
prize being brought into Charlefton, and denied that 
there was any favour done to the French in the bu- 
fjnefs, but the contrary. France, he faid, fuffered 
material injury from the Bntilli treaty, and there 
needed to be no apprehension of their refuting to be 
put on the fame ground with other nations. He 
reprobated the idea of being denied the privilege of 
giving an opinion to the Executive, and faid there 
was no expreflion in the anfwer which echoed to that 
in the fpeech, with refpect to a willingnefs to retract 
error, which the Senate had carefully reverberated. 
If gentlemen were fincere in their wifhes for peace 
with France, he could not fee how they could objecT: 
to the amendment. Why fay peace ought not to be 
made, except redrefs was received for fpoliations? He 
had bitti/ elf fuffered very materially in this refpec"t, as 

x. 4 *«£\ 
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as many of his eotiflituentsy and he felt, < 



cotirfe, as ardent a wifti that they fhould be paid 
for as other gentlemen ; but he did not think it 
would be good policy to go to war, it* fatisfa&hfti 
was re luted. This would be probably to rifk the 
lots of a pound for the fake of gaining a penny. 
Betides, il might be, that when thefe claims came 
to be fettled, France (like Britain with rclpeci to 
Virginia debts) might bring charges againft us, and 
fo fettle the account. He was willing to leave that 
bufinefs to be fettled by the Executive ** 

Mr. Day ton had till now been of opinion, that, 
"however members diifered about the mode of doing 
it, there were none who did not wifh to place 
France upon the fame footing with other nations 
in n-fpect to treaties. He thought the difpnte had 
been about words, not about fubilance. He hoped, 
in the remarks he fhould make, he fhould be ex- 
cu&d from arraigning the French Republic like a 
criminal at their bar, not only with crimes com- 
mitted againft the interefts of the United States, 
but alio with thofe faid to be committed againft the 
different nations of Europe, with whofe political 
connexion we have nothing to do, and for which 
they would not certainly thank us ; to fay to them, 
You have enflaved this country, and deceived into 
vafialage another, were not very pleafant aflertions; 
and this to be faid alfo of fbvereign nations as inde- 
*- —■ — i .i— >. 1 . — . — — 1 

* To look at this man, and to have one's mind filled with that 
aflnnatinn ot ideas that the fight of him inevitably produces, what 
muft a man of honour and honefty feci at hearing himfelf called 
kis ctwflilMtnt f 

The id^a that France might have claims on this country fimitar 
to the Virginia debt*, if, I believe, anginal. The gentleman, 
however, M'as willing to leave that ht<jintfi to be fettled by the Ex- 
ecutive Yes, then- is iao duubt that Mr. Swanwick is willing to 
leave th? p a yin 6 of dtbte to any body that will be kind enough to. 
undertake it. 

fendm$ 
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Pendent as tv£, at a time when the reprefiwttitfaw of 
thttfe nations were accredited, and received amongit 
us ; and not only received, but permitted to fit 
within our walls, and Itften to our debates *. 



* This alludes ro the eloquent fpeech of Mr. Harper, in which 
he called the King of Spain " the humhle tvajfal of France" 

A CttiUire on a member of Congreis for fpeaktng freely of a 
foreign nation, while her * s agent was listening to ths 
x»e b at e," would have difgraced almoft any one except Mr. Day- 
Ton. It was very natural, after having propofed a meafure that 
will expose Mm to eternal reproach, to wifli to lock Up the mouths 
of his opponents. 

What will be fa id of the independence of America, of the liberty 

of opinion and of fpeech, when it mall be told in Europe, that, 

even in Congrefs, a man cannot fpeak the plain truth uncenfurcd 

by the Speaker? When Mr. Harper called the King of Spain / V 

humble itajfai of France, he tailed him no more than be is called 

by the whole world. If the world h miftaken, if he be not the 

vaffal of the French, but has formed an alliance with them for his 

own intereft, he is fomething ten thoufand times worfe than a vatfal ; 

for what can equal the hafenefs of a King, who can ■voluntarily 

join hands with thofc who have iworu, and who annually fwcar, 

a hatred to royalty 5 who have vowed deftruftiari to all kings, and 

have begun the career with the murder of the head of his own 

family ?— Whether, therefore, the King of Spain be a vaflal nf 

the intolent Republic, or their willing ally, he is entitled to but 

little refpeft from any body, and particularly from members of 

Ongrels, who, if they are not as degraded as he, muft at this time 

. feci indignation at his conduct. 

But we wi:l fuppofe, for a moment, that it is not proper for 
members of CongreH to cift reflexions 00 foreign nations: print 
will the mild, and gentle, and lovely Mr. Dayton fay to his own 
language with refpeft to the King of Great Britain ? If I am not 
Blillakentj he called King George a monfier^ and a Jm-robher ! 
&d the decent Mr. Dayton look about him at that time ro fee 
] t the Bniifh Mimfter was prefent ? During this very debate no lefs 
^11 four of Mr. Dayton's party (vulgarly called the French 
faffitn) have launched forth into the bittercfl inve&Ives againft 
Great Britain, on her poverty, her 'weak and degraded it ate, 
E v en Mr. Swanwick, an Englifli , attempted a wifticifra 

on the Croppage of payment at her Bank, when, moft aflhredly, 
h* would have done well to look to a like fappagt eifrwhere* 
TheJt gentlemen all feem to look upon Great Britain as a rciat:»n r 
and therefore emit ted to kfs ceremony than other powers. 





GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



If the qucftion were, into what balance of the 
powers of Europe we fhould be caft, as a make- 
weight, fuch obfervations might be pertinent ; but 
as he conceived the queition related to the mainte- 
nance of the peace of this country, he could not 
fee how fuch remarks could apply- He hoped he 
fhould not be accufed of a want of fpirit, if he did 
ljot fpeak of war as a pa fume — of conquering coun- 
. as if it were only to overrun them to make 
thcrn our own ; or if he did not talk of buckling 
on our armour, and of dying in the lafl ditch. To 
him it appeared belter to exprefs ourfelves with a 
becoming fpirit of refentment, without uiing the 
rage of a madman. It was not necefTary to crouch 
to any nation ; but he wifhed to ael as if he wifhed 
for peace, and not to Hand in the pofition of gl 
tors t and found the trumpet of defiance*. 

He could fay that he felt the full force of the in- 
dignity onx-rcd to this country in the difmiflal of 
our Mi miter. He did not hear with cool net's, " You 
fhall repeal this aft, you Shall annul this decree, 

;fore wc will have any communication with you." 
t r hen he heard this language, even from the Re- 



* Mr, Dayton's railing again ft giattiatorty vrbile liia own arm 
was ftretched out and his Sift clenched, was diverting enough. He 
has indisputably the nioft vulgarly menacing attitude and coun- 
tenance of any man in that Houfe. He always looks as if he were 
going to bite at iomethmeL. So univerfal has this remark been, 
That a pamphleteer, who wrote agamft me ibme time ago, com- 
pared him to a fnap*turtle, 

I never liked Mr. Dayton Jtnc* bii tenfifcttilng motion, and 

low I hale him* In my i.<.tft U ill and Ttftammt 1 bad left him 

le very legacy that is left to Mr. Muhlenberg: a friend of 

line- wifhed me to alter my will, which 1 did ; but it was an aft 

hat contravened the dictates of my conference; for I believed 

ten, iv hat every one now knows, that he was much more defcrv- 

ing of the legacy than his predeceflor. This amendment has thit 

merit ; it has completely unveiled a man, whole principles a great 

many good people were in doubt about. 
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public of France, he felt as an American ; but he, 
acknowledged a fpirit of conciliation ; and a fenfe of 
gratitude (not yet extinguished) led him at lead io 
moderate, if not to extingium, this refentment. 
The recollection of benefits received, would lt-ad 
him to fay to them: " Frenchmen, you were oui 
* c iirrr and beft allies, when the country we callec 
i( our mother, endeavoured to reduce us to uncon- 
u ditional fubjection ; when every nation ihrunk 
ts from us, you, people of France (or, if genllemei 
" like it better, your Monarch), fupported us : — yon 
* c reached out a helping hand for our protection. — 
tf You at that time entered into a treaty with us; 
tc if it now operate hardly upon yon, take it back. 
** what you liberally granted to us in 1778, is rc 
tf ftorcd to you in 1797: as it is, in your opinion 
*' at leaft, a-iburce of difquietude, you fhall be 
** admitted to all the favours of the Britifh treaty 
** of 1794; neutral ihips fhall not make neutral 
w goods; the lilt of contraband articles and the 
f< provifion article in that treaty, fhall be yours, 
** and inferted in your new code," 

Ale. Harper rofe to fay a few words in anfwer to 
the infinuations of the gentleman laftup; particu- 
larly as to the terms gladiator and madman. He 
faid, that it was nothing new to hear indecent in^ 
fin nations from that gentleman, and that lie would 
leave it to the Committee which of the two, that 
member or bimfelf, adled moll: the part of a gladia- 
tor, either on that floor or out of doors. 

Mr. Dayton repeated, that all he had faid was, 
that he fhould not take the pofture of a gladiator ; 
why did the member fuppofe there was any allufion 
to him ? 

Mr. Harper faid, he collected this from the gen- 
tleman^ manner, and the observations which pre- 
ceded and followed the expreffion. He fhould 
not remark on the imputation of indecency thrown 

\V£QTV 
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# upon tliofc members who had thought it proper to 
make alluvions to the lituation of foreign nations. 
Neither would he ever, for his part, fuffer himfelf 
to be trammelled by the appearance of any foreign 
roinifrers on the floor ; and if the gentleman thought 
their prefence ought to be the leafl reftraint on the 
freedom of fpeech in that Houle, he pitied his igno- 
rance and his weaknefs. 

Mr. W. Smith faid, the doctrine of checks held, 
as it refpected laws which were paffed by the three 
branches of Government, but had nothing to do 
with buiinefs that belonged only to one or two of 
the branches; for infiance, that Houfe had no right 
to check the Pretident in duties which the contlitu- 
tron had repofed in him. But the gentleman from 
New-Jerfey had introduced a new check ; a check 
in the freedom of fpeech, when particular characters 
were prefent. He did not expect to have heard any 
rach obfervation, particularly from the quarter from 
whence it came. Mr. Smith faid, members were not 
to be called to account for what fell from them on that 
floor, and he hoped aremark of the kind would never 
again be made. He was not at a lofs to know the 
motive for all the anxiety which appeared for the 
pafling of this amendment. The French had never 
afked for what was propofed to be granted to them ; 
he would undertake to fay they had refufed. ' Mr. 
S. (howed by the correfpondence betwixt Mr. Ran- 
dolph and Mr. Adet, that there had been a perfect 
willingnefs, on the part of our Executive, to make 
alterations in the exifting treaty with that nation, 
agreeably to their ivifhes, and that it was not owing to> 
xny thing on our parts that it was not done *. 

All 



* This avowal is certainly very difgraceful to the United States ; 
but it is, neverthelefs, true. The federal Government did ftand 
ready to alter the treaty with France, agreeable to the <wijbcs oftf>* 

latter $ 
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All that could be faid tor the prefent amendment 
was, that it was lets bad than the one negatived, as 
there was not a fmgle word in this which altered 
the ienfe from the other. He repeated the pro-. 
priety of making a ilipulation for the payment of 
our twelve millions of lofs by fpoliations, which, if 
the French were not able to pay in money, they 
might pay in fhips of war and frigates. He did 
not with France to be put upon the fame footing 
with other countries., becaufe there were ftipulations 
in tome of our treaties, which he fhould not wifli 
to fee in a French treaty ; for inftanec, in our 
treaty with Sweden there was an article which had 
produced great inconvenience. He meant the em- 
bargo article. There was an article alio in the 
treaty with Spain, which, though it may not be in- 
jurious as it relates to that country, he fhould be 
lorry to lee inferred in a French treaty. In the 16th 
article of that treaty, the Spaniards were allowed to 
take great liberties with our vctlels ; when their 
fhips of war, in want of provifions, meet any of our 
vciiels, they are allowed to take out of them luch 
neeeflaries as they ft and in need of, for which they 
give a receipt, to be paid by their government 
agents, This liberty he fhould not like to have 
given to French veiTels, that they might take pro- 
visions from ours, in exchange for a hit of paper* 
There was alio an article in our treaty with Algiers, 
the izth, which he would not have inferted in a 
French treaty, viz. *' that a citizen found on board 



1 and this is brought forward as fomethtng in juftification 
of the conduct of that Government ! Did ever a Government 
before make a merit of ftich condefcenJion ? Can fuch a Govern- 
ment be ihid to admin ifbr the affairs of an independent 
Batten t 

u an 
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*' an American vefiel, having no paflport, fhalf h6 
•* confidered as lawful prize *." 

It was very extraordinary that gentlemen were 
continually calling the Britifh treaty a bad one, and 
Hill they wifhed the French to be put upon the 
lame footing with the Britifh. He would rather 
give them an equivalent in fbme other way. The 
gentleman from Pennfylvania, Gallatin, had wifhed 
the Committee to rally roimd the fiandard of peace 
(by which he meant the amendment before them). 
This put him in mind of the ftory of a recruiting 
fergeant, who was beating up for recruits, when the 
Prince of Wales was a little boy, and who feeing 
fbme boys playing at marbles, in order to feduce 
them, faid they would have nothing to do but 
flay at marbles with the Prince. He doubted not 
every Member in that Committee wifhed for peace j 
but he trufted they had too much difcernment thus 
to be taken in. 

Mr. Gallatin faid, one of the obfervations made 
by the gentleman lalt up, he could not afTent to ; 
he did not believe they were all delirous of peace ; 
for, if he mu ft exprefs his opinion, he did not be- 
lieve that gentleman wijhed for peace. Mr. G. drew 
this conclufion from the variety of contradictory 
objections which he had urged again ft the amend- 
ment. To prove that our Executive wifhed to have 
remedied the grievances complained of in the 
Britifh treaty, he had read letters which pafled be- 
tween the French Minifter and the Secretary of 
State, in July, '795- But it was faid this amend- 

* This would, indeed, found rather odd to men accuftomed 
to be cal I t&jovereign s. To make a poor fovercign a lawful prize 
would be a (hocking thing ; but, let it be recollected, that the 
Algerine treaty fubje£ts him to the rifle. — What a farce it is 
then to talk about a foveroign people! — a fovereign people, any 
cue of whom may be made a lawiul prize, like a box or a package! 

i ment 
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merit was big wilh danger, as it -would give to 
France certain provisions granted in treaties with 
other powers which it is not deiirable ihe fhould 
have. An article in the Swedifh treaty was men- 
tioned, but gentlemen ihould recollect that it wag 
an article of reciprocity ; we have the fame right in 
a Swedifh port that Swedes have in ours; and as he 
had heard great complaints about embargoes on 
our Teffels in French ports, if an article of this 
fort were agreed upon, it would be a great advan- 
tage to us. The next objectionable article was 
one in the Spaniih treaty, allowing fhips of war in 
diftrcls, to takeout provisions from our veifels, on 
giving a receipt. This, Mr. G. faid, was allowed 
by the law of nations, if there had been no provi- 
sion of the kind in the treaty, which only provided 
the manner of paying for what was taken. As to 
the treat v with Algiers, he could fee no connexion 
between that ami the treaties m quejihn ; yet, even in 
that treaty, free bottoms were allowed to make free 
goods*. Betides, Mr. G. obferved, this addrefs was 



* Only obferve the perverfenefs, the impudence, the bafenefs t 
of this man. The treaty with Algiers makes American citizens, the 
jovereign citizens of America, if without a paflport, lawful prize. 
" Very true," fays he, " but in this treaty free bottoms are atlovsat 
to make fref goods ;'' and thus it appears that this hagard-looking 
republican patriot is more anxious that the American flag fhould 
proteel: French goods from feizure by the Englifli, than that it 
ihould prate£t American citizens from the dungeons and the 
chains of Algiers! 

The perverfe villains, who ftill keep harping on the Britifh, 
treaty, know that it is a good treaty for America, and a much, 
more advantageous one than they had any reafbn to expect ; but 
France bids them clamour. They ftiH perfift in faying that this 
treaty ** ali&wt the Britifh to f'eize enemy's goods m American 
bottoms," though it has been ten thoufand times proved, that 
there u no allowing in ihe cafe, that Great Britain had the 
right, and exercifed it too, previous to the treaty ; that it ia a 
right eftabUfhed by the /«w of nations, and uniformly claimed and 
exercifed by France kfelf.*— See Ccnfcr for November, 1796, 

to 
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to be tent to our Executive, who knew very welt 
what was meant by the exprcfrion ufn.l in ihe 
amendment. He charged gen l lemon with endea- 
vouring to ratio the prejudice <>l members with re- 
fpect to the treaty in quell ion, in order to get them 
to rally round the tiandard of opposition to the 
mendraent. He apologized for having To ex* 
reflly charged the gentleman from South Carolina 
ith not wiihiu£r for peace, but did not mean to 
retract the exprefiion, 

Mt\ W* Snath laid, he wtfhed to relieve the 
gentleman from the uneaiinefs he teemed to feel 
from having made fo direct a charge again ft him j 
but he would tell him* that he did not believe 
(though hehadjaui/QJi that if the French were not 
latistied with the terms offered in this amendment, 
he would be willing to go to war. And now he 
thought the account fettled between them. 

The que/Hon on Dayton's amendment was put, 
and carried, 52 againft 47. 

The Committee now role, and the Houfe being 
refumed, the Speaker proceeded to read the amend- 
ments, and to take the fenfe of the Houfe upon 
each. There were feveral, of a trifling nature, 
which parted without a divifion ; but thote of the 
t wo trimmers, Coit andDtiyton f the federalifls were re- 
folvcd to oppofe inch by inch. The original draught 
of the anfwer contains this pafTage : M Knowing, 
" as we do, the confidence repofed by the people 
M of the United States in their Government, we 
" cannot hefitate in expreffing our indignation at the 

fentimeuts difidofed by the Vrefident of the Executive 

Directory of Franc e t m hisfpeech to the MonfJtr of the 
" United States, Such fentiments ferve to difcovcr 
" the imperfect knowledge which France porTefles, 
" of the real opinions of our conftituents." This the 
Opposition members thought too pointed, and there - 
4 fore 
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fore they had propofed and carried the following 
amendment : 

" Any fentiments tending to derogate from the 
** confidence; fach fenitracnts, wherever critertahu\f f 
(i fervc to evince an imperfect knowledge @f the 
" real opinion of our constituents*." This cringing 
amendment was carried, 48 againft 46. 

Next came the amendment of Dayton, worded as 
it pa fled in the Committee. A motion was made to 
leave this amendment out altogether. This brought 
on a debate* the raoft remarkable part of which \ 
a fpeech of Mr. S. Smith, who, in fpeaking of tht 
depredations of the French, feemed offended, that, 
*' becaufe one vcifel or fwo were taken by French 
** privateers, we fhould be greatly furprifed -j* t' 
This motion was loft, and the question being taken 
on Dayton's amendment, it was carried^ 50 to 49 J, 

The 



* Thuf, " the fentiments difclofed by the Prf/tdettt of the French 
** Binflory" and officially announced to the lioufe as fudi, arc 
changed into ** any fentimtnts y wherever exprcffhdj* left tb* 
defpots of Paris fhould look upon the paffage as toe pointed ! — 
Such is the tl ^hriovs independence" of America ! 

f Remember, reader, that, after the hundreds aftvffeh that have 
been taken and condemned by the French; after fome hundreds of 
American Teamen have been exchanged with the Englifli z%prif oners 
&f <ajar j after about a thoufand of them have been confined in. 
French jails, where manyn/ them yet are; afterthey have been hacked, 
whipped, kicked, and let to hard labour, under the lafti of even 
black fellows — remember, I lay, that, after all this, Smith of Bat* 
timore has the patriot tfm to (land up in Congrefs, and add his in- 
tuit to thole or the defpots of Paris, by talking about one or two 
veflels taken by French privateers! — N-B. It will be clearly 
proved, in the couvfe of this work, that the veflels of Smith of Bui" 
timore failed under the preteHion of the French G over mutat, while he 
was thus extenuating the depredations committed on the veflels of 
his constituent;. 

£ The Yeeu and Nays wera as follows; — Yeas — Meflrs. Bald- 
win, Bard, Blount, brent, Bryan, Cabell, Claiborne, Ciay, Clop? 
ton, Dana, Davis, Dawfon, Dent, ElmendortT, t'hidley, Fowler, 
jN. Freeman, Gallatin, Giles, Gilklpic, Greg£, Haima, fUrrifon, 

vol. vi. m Havens, 
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The Daytonian amendment having got the day, 
and the oppofition having thereby clearly exprefTcd 
a fenfe of their right and duty to chelate to the Pre- 
fident on the facrifices to be made to France , Mr, 
Ktttera feemed to think it no more than reafonable, 
that in an anfwer which contained fuch an anxious 
folicitudc for the interefls of France, the intercfts 
of the people of America fhould not be entirely 
forgotten, and therefore he propofed another 
amendment. 

To get rid of a crooked, iniidious quefKon of the 
Jewifh. fcribes and elders, our Saviour thought 
proper toafk them another queftion : — u The bap- 
tifm of John, is it from heaven or of men ?" They 
were afhamed to fay, From heaven, left he fhould 
reply, Why did you not then receive him ? and they 
were afraid to anfwer, From men, left the people 
fhould ftone them, for all men efteemed John as a 
divine perfon , Our outrageous patriots feem to have 
got into much fuch a dilemma : they are afraid 
to complain of the injuries we have fuffered from 
France, although they arc fo enormous as well as 
notorious, for fear of offending the voracious mon- 
iter, as they pretend, but really becaufe it would 
imply an approval of the conduct of their own 
Government, which they have always oppofed; and 



Havens, Holmes, Jones, Livingflon, Locke, Lyon, Macon, M'Clc- 
jiachan, M*Dowelf, MiUedgc, Neiv, Nicholas, Parker, Schureman, 
Skinner, S. Smith, W, Smith (P. Diftrttf), R. Sprigg, Satidford, 
Sumpter, Swanwick, A.Trigg, J. Trigg, Van Cortlandt, Var- 
an m, Venable, R. Williams, — 50, 

Nays— Mefirs. Allen, Baer, Bayard, Bradbury, Brookes, Chap- 
mrm,Chaplin, Cochran, Craik, Davenport, Dennis, Ege, Evans, A, 
Fofter, D, Fofter, J. Freeman, Glenn, Goodrich, Gordon, Grtf- 
wold, Grove, Harper, Hartley, Hindroan, Hofmer, Jmley, Kkte- 
t,T, S„ Lyman, Machir, Matthews, Morgan, Otia, Sheperd, Sin- 
nickfon, Sitgreaves, JJer. hmith, N. Smith, W. Smith (Ch.) t 
Thatcher, Thomas, Van Alien, Wadfworth, J. Williams, — 40^ 

N. B. Dayton (the Speaker) would, of court?, have beeo 

>ngft tile I£A«< 

3 they 
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they are afraid to be altogether ftleirt on a fubjedt 
fo interesting to their eonflituents, for fear they 
fhould loie their popularity, and, in cafe of a war 
with France, juftly become the victims of popular 
vengeance. 

The worthy member from Pennfylvania, who 
threw out his " Bone to gnaw?' to the democrats, 
has the thanks of all his fellow-citizens, whole 
elleem is worth having. If poor Pennsylvania be 
difgraced by a Gallatin, a Swanwick, and a M*Cle~ 
nachan, the has a Kittera to balance them. 

Mr. Kittera laid, it appeared to him that the ex- 
preffion of tf mutual fpirit of conciliation," was 
improper, as the paflagc of the addrefs now flood, 
without any thing being ftipulated to be done on 
the fart of France. He therefore propoied to adc 
the following words, viz. " to compenfate for any hi- 
" j ur J done to our neutral rights." He was againft 
giving advice to the Prefident as much as any one ; 
but, if they were to give it, he would make it as 
coniiitent as poffible ; and at the fame time that 
attention was paid to the intereits of France, he 
was not willing to forget our own citizens. After 
fume few words from Mr, Giles and Monlieur 
Gallatin, againft the motion, and from Mr. Bayard 
in favour of it, 

Mr. Nicholas rofe, and with the " warmeft finfi- 
'J bility" beaming from his eye*, wifhed gentle- 
men to confider, what a ferious barrier they were 
putting in the way of the peace of the country ; a 
clog, which, if pei lifted in, muft lead to war. It 
was poilible, he faid, they (meaning his own party) 
might have carried their zeal too far, but what was 
it to efTecl ? the peace of the country ; whilft the 
zeal of their opponents led to war. He felt this 



* He has but vttt t and that one is a moft villauaus gray eye; it 
is prccifeJy like the eye of a tabby cat* 
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queftion of fo important a nature, and, in his opw 
mouyfo improper to be decided, that he fhould move 
the previous queftion upon it. 

Mr. Sitgreaves faw the difficulty in which gen- 
tlemen were placed, which was, either to abandon 
the claims of their fellow -citizens, or their own views, 
and he had no doubt in faying that an endeavour 
to get rid of the queltion was an endeavour to 
abandon thofe claims. 

The previous queltion was put and loft, but it 
was loft by four votes only ; and the refult of the 
divifion clearly proved, that there were forty-eight 
members, out of the hundred who were prclcnt, 
ready to abandon every claim which their confti- 
tuents had on France. 

The Frenr.li faction having been ont-generaled by 
Mr. Kittera, were determined to make fuch an attack 
on another part of the anfvver, as fhould more than 
counterbalance their defeat. When the queftioa 
was about to be put on the whole anfvver, as 
amended, EJivard Livmgflon fa id, " that having 
" had occafion to exprefs his doubts about the pro- 
** pricfy of the conduct of the Executive towards 
* c foreign nations, and not believing it had been 
*• juft and impartial^ not from the fear of offending 
tc any foreign nation (as had been infinuatcd), 
w he was not willing to vote for an addrefs con- 
*' taining words fo mceptionable" He was fol- 
lowed by Gall a tin, who moved " to ftrike out 
" the-paflagc which approves, of the principles that 
* * the Government has acled on, and whim declares 
lt the readinefs of the Houfe to give them their mojt 
ft cordial Jhpport.'*—Mr. Otis thought there was 
fomething more artful and infidious in this attempt 
than in any which had been made in the whole 
bufinefs, as it went to caft a cenfurc, not only on 
the Executive, but on all the departments of Go> 
i Tcrnment. 
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vernment Mr, Allen (aid lie was fure fuch a 
motion could never pafs, while there was a drop of 
American blood in the Haufe, and an American, 
accent * to Cay no. 

When, however, the queftion was put on this in- 
folent, this degrading, this infamous motion, Mr, 
Allen had the mortification to find, that there 
w ere forty-four Americans bale enough to fay yea to 
it. There was, nevertheleis, a majority againft 
it ; it was, of courie, rejected, and the anfwer, in the 
following words, was then put and carried : 

Sir, 

The interefling detail of thofe events which have 
rendered the convention of Congrefs at this time 
indil pen fable (communicated in your fpeech to both 
Houfes), has excited in us the ftrongefi emotions. 
Whilft we regret the occaliou, we cannot omit to 
teftify our approbation of the meafure, and to 
pledge ourielves that no confidcrations of private 
inconvenience fhall prevent, on our part, a faith- 
ful difcharge of the duties to which we are called. 

We have conftantly hoped, that the nations of 
Europe, whillt defolated by foreign wars, or con- 
vulled by interline divilions, would have left the 
United States to enjoy that peace and tranquillity 
to which the impartial conduct of our Govern- 
ment has entitled us ; and it is now, with extreme 
regret, we find the meaibres of the French Republic 
tending to endanger a Situation fa delirable and in- 
teresting to our country. 

Upon this oecaiion we feet it our duty to exprefs, 
in the molt explicit manner, the fenfations which 
the prefent crifis has excited, and to allure you of 
our zealous co-operation in thofe mealures which 
may appear neceiTary for our tecurity or peace. 
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Although it is the carneft wifh of our hearts, thnt 
peace may be maintained with the French Republic, 
aud with all the world ; yet we never will furrender 
thofe rights which belong to us as a nation ; and 
whHfl we view with fatisfitclion the wifdom, dig- 
nity, and moderation which have marked the 
mcafures of the fupreme Executive of our country, 
in its attempts to remove, by candid explanations, 
Ihe complaints and jealoufies of France, we feci 
the full force of that indignity which has been of- 
fered our country, in the rejection of its Minifter. 

No attempts to wound our rights as a fovereign 
flate, will efcape the notice of our conftituents ; 
tlley will he felt with indignation, and repelled 
with that decifion which ihall convince the world 
that we are not a degraded people ; that we can 
never iubmit to the demands of a foreign power 
without examination and without difcufRon. 

Knowing, as we do, the confidence repofed by 
the people of the United States in their government, 
we cannot hefitate in cxprefiing our indignation at 
any fentiment tending to derogate from that confi- 
dence. Such ientiments, wherever entertained, 
ferve to evince an imperfect knowledge of the opi- 
nions of our conftituents. An attempt to feparatc 
the people of the United States from their govern- 
ment, is an attempt to feparate them from them- 
felves * j and although foreigners, who know not 
the genius of our country, may have conceived the 



* This unmeaning, this abfurd, this paradoxical phrafe, did 
not Aide into the anfwer unnoticed. Mr. Evans moved to ftrike 
it out, but there was a decided majority for retaimug it. Both 
parties, generally fpeaking, approved of it, but from pre rifely dif- 
ferent motives ; the federalists, becatife it feemed to fay, that 
the people lucre naaitimeus in fupport ef the mtajkrts qf the Atirnl- 
nifiratton ; and the democrats, becaufe it exprefled their favourite 
maxim, that the people are tbewfrlva the fwcrelgn and the govern- 
»:«/i- What wretched nonfetife ! 
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sject, and foreign emirTaries may attempt the exe- 
cution, yet the united efforts of our fellow- citizens 
will convince the world of its impracticability. 

Senfibly as we feel the wound which has been in- 
flicted by the tranfactions difclofed in your com- 
munications, yet we think with you, that neither 
the honour nor the intcreft of the United States 
forbid the repetition of advances for preferring 
peace. 

We therefore receive, with the utmoft fa lis fac- 
tion, your information that a frefh attempt at nego- 
tiation will be inftituted ; and we cherifh the hope 
that a mutual fpirit of conciliation, and a difpofi- 
tian on the part of France to compentate for any 
injuries which may have been committed upon our 
neutral rights, and on the part of the United States 
to place France on grounds fimilar to thofe of 
other countries* in their relation and connexion 
with us, if any inequality fhall be found to exift, 
will produce an accommodation, compatible with 
the engagements, rights, duties, and honour of the 
United States. Fully, however, impreifed with the 
uncertainty of the refult, we fhall prepare to 
meet with fortitude any unfavourable events which 
may occur, and to extricate ourfelves from their 
confequences with all the Ikill we poffcfs and all 
the efforts in our power. Believing, with you, 
that the conduct, of the Government has been juft 
and impartial to foreign nations, that the laws for 
the preservation of peace have been proper, and 
that they have been fairly executed ; the repre- 
fentatives of the people do not helitate to declare, 
that they will give their moft cordial fupport to the 
execution of principles ff> deliberately and uprightly 
eftabliihed. 

The many interefling fubjecrs which you have 
recommended to our consideration, and which are 
fo flrongly enforced by this momentous occaftoa, 

i 




: every attention 
:mands ; and we truft that, by the decided and 
iplicit conduct which will govern our delibera- 
tions, every insinuation will be repelled, which is 
rogatory to the honour and independence of our 
mnlry. 

Permit us, in offering this addrefs, to esprefs our 
itisfaclion at your j-romotion to the firft office in 
ic government, ami our entire confidence that the 
re- eminent talents and patriot tfm which have 
>laccd you in this difiinguifhed iituation, will 
ible you to di (charge its various duties with 
it^faelion to yourlclf and advantage to our com- 
ion country. 









Lvon begs to be excufed from waiting on the V 
'dent. — On tlje 3d of June, juft as the Houte were 
reparing to carry up their anfwer to the President, 
yon, the brutal Reprefentative from Vermont, rofe, 
nd wifhed, he faid, to make a mot ion , which was, 
1 that fuch members as do not choole to attend 
pon the Preiidcnt, to prefent the anfwer to his 
"peer h, ihall be exeufed./* He withed to be un- 
crilood. He thought the motion a reafonable 
ne, becaufe it propoicd to leave them at liberty to 
o as they plea fed. And by the rules he few he 
as obliged to attend, except iick, or leave of ab- 
sence was obtained j now, as he hoped not to be 
ick, he wifhed to put himfelf out of the power of 
the lerjcant at arms, if he did not attend. He had 
been told he might fiay behind without being no- 
iced ; but this was not enough for him, as he was a 
tmid man, and the Houfe had the law on their 
iide, as he recollected lbmetbi ng of a reprimand 
which had been given to Mr. Whitney. (The Speaker 
eminded him it was out of order to cenfure the 
proceedings of the lit) ufe on any former occafion*) 

Ha 
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He faid he flood correct ed, and proceeded. He hac 
ipoken, he faid, to both iides of the Hocdc fat 
they were called) on the fubject. One fide dif- 
fuaded htm from his motion, and laughed at it ; 
the other fide did not with to join him in it, bccai 
it would look like difrefpect to the perfon latelj 
elected, who was not a man of their choice * but he 
trufred our magnanimous Preiident would, whl 
the enlightened yeomanry of America, defpife i 
a boyifh piece of buvmefs. This, he laid, was no 
new fubjeet with him ; he had long heard the folli 
of the wile made a matter of wonder in this nrfpei 
It was faid, this was not the time to abolifh th< 
cuftom : but this was the cant ufed againit cv< 
kind of reform. No better time could ever arrive, 
he faid, than this, vvhich was the threshold of a new 
presidency, at a time when the man elected t( 
the office was beloved and revered by his fellow- 
citizens j he was as yet unufed to vain adulation; 
he had fpent a great part of his life amongft 
people, whole love of plainneis of manners forbi< 
all pageantry ; he would be glad to fee the cuftom 
done away. Were he acting in his own perfonal 
character, he perhaps might conform to the idl< 
irfige, but acling as he was for eighty thoufanc 
people, every father of a family in his diftrict would 
condemn him for fuch an act. The gentleman 
from Connecticut yefterday hoped there would b< 
American blood enough to carry the quefUon. 
(The Speaker again reminded him, that he was out 
of order to allude to what was done yeftprday, and 
faid the proper motion would be to refcind the rule.] 
He did not with to refcind the rule, he faid, onh 
fo much of it as obliged the Houfe io attenc 
This, he laid, was no trifling thing with him ; he 
ftiGuld have as great objection to attend this 
buiinefs, as % Quaker would to make his obeilance 
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to a magi ft rate. (The Speaker laid he mufl more 
rdctni the rule, or that he bimfclf be excufed : 
other motion was in order.) Then, he faid, he 
muft confine himiclf to the narrow ground of him- 
He had no objection to gentlemen of high 
carrying ibis addrefs. He had no preten- 
to high blood, though he thought he had as 
d as any of them, as he was born of 
fine, Wif, healthy woman. Before yefterday he 
r heard of gentlemen hoafting of their blood 
in that Houfe. He could not fay, it was Irac, 
that he was defcended from the bajhnh of Oliver 
\ or his courtiers, or from the Puritans, 
puniihed their amorous horfes for breaking 
the fabbath, or from thole who perfecuted the 
Quakers, or hanged the witches *, He could, 
however, (ay, that this was his country, becaufe he 
had no other ; and he owned a fhare of it, which 
he had bought by means of honcit induiiry. He 
bad fought for his country : in every day of trou- 
ble he had repaired to her fiandard, and had con- 
quered under it. Conquelt had led his country 
to independence, and, being independent, he called 
no man's blood in quell ion. 

Mr* Dana hoped the Houie would not attempt any 
violence on the gentleman's feelings ; he, for one, 
fhould be very happy to excufe Mr, Lyon from walk- 
iug with him, and he dared to lay that the Prefideiit 
would not regret his abfence. 

Mr, 0;i.\- laid, as the Lyon appeared to be in a 
favage mood, he would recommend him to be locked 
up while the Houle proceeded to the Prelident. (He 



* Alhtding to the ftmftfees of the New-Engtaaders. 
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was loudly called to order from ieverai parts of the 
Houfe *,) 

The motion to excufe him from waiting on the 
President was put, and carried unammoujly. 

Envoys. — Monday, June 5. The Senate this 
day concurred in the appointment of Mr. C. C, 
Pinckney, 20 to 24; and ofMeffrs. Dana and Mar- 
shall, 22 to 6. 

Arms and Ammunition.— >Tuefda.y, June 6. The 
"Reprefentatives this day took up a bill, fent from the 
Senate, " for prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
M exportation of arras and ammunition, and for en- 
a couraging the importation thereof.' 1 

Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) wifhed to make a mo- 
tion which he mppofed might, in fome degree, 
efFect the end contemplated by feveral other gentle- 
men. It was to firike out ** bombs" and " cannon- 
balls." He did not think there need be any fear of 
the United States falling fhort of thefe, as the fingle 
State of New-Jerfey, or a tingle county of that State, 
could call fufHcient to Supply the whole world. 

Mr. S. Smith obferved, that in a former law of this 
kind, bombs and cannon-balls were not included. 
It was alkedj who exported thefe articles, and for 
what purpofe they were ufed. To fay who exported 
them would not be Tight, as they were contra band* 
and he could not tell who ufed them, nor was it an 
object of their inquiry. Piccaroons had no occafion 
for them, tince they went alongiidc veffels, and 
boarded them. The fame argument which was ufed 

* The comparing of Mr, Ly<m to the noble animal of the fame 
name was rather out of order, it muft be confefled. Had the gen- 
tleman called him the afs in the lion's Jkin % I dare fay the Houfe 
would have heard him with great faiib faction. 

agaitift 
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againft exporting thefc articles, might be ufed againft 
the exportation of provisions. 

Mr. W. Smith faid the bill was predicated upon, 
being an injury to manufactures; nor did he know 
why they fhould make an exception in favour of one 
more than another, which would give juft caufe of 
complaint. The operation of the bill, fince the 
amendment had been carried, would be of fhort du- 
nit ion. The object, of it was twofold) viz. to pre* 
ferve ihefe articles in the country to be ready in cate 
of an emergency, and to keep them from foreign 
powers, who might turn them againft us. Though 
we had no occafion at prefent for cannon-balls^ we 
could not help looking forward to the time when 
they would he wanted j and though no bombs were 
at prefent ufed againft us, yet the time might probably 
arrive, when they might he to ufed, and it was politk 
to guard againft the poflibility of it. 

Air. Nicholas faid, this fubjeel had takeff a much 
more ferioua fhape than it aflumed when it was at 
firfl introduced. It teemed as if it were not lb much 
the intention of this Jaw to regulate our own wants, 
as to prevent the fupply of foreign powers with war- 
like articles : this, he faid, might be attended with 
veryferious confequenees , fince it would certainly ope- 
rate principally againft one of the belligerent powers ; 
and except we are prepared and determined upon 
war, we mould be careful in provoking it, It was 
conceded that there was no probability of our want- 
ing bombs or cannon-balls : the operation of the law 
was of courfe intended againft one of the belligerent 
f ewers ; for though both had an equal right at pre- 
fent to come here and purchafe thefe articles, every 
one would fee thai France would be principally ajfeMed 
by the regulation. It would be little ihort of hollility 
therefore to fay thefe articles mould not be exported. 
Indeed, he feared there was more iu this bufincfs 

than 
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than the Committee underftood; that they were 
taking a ground which could not be maintained, 
and which, pending a negotiation, ought not to be 
taken *. 

Air, Harper thought the objection of the gentleman 
from Virginia deferred fooic consideration . No men- 
fare of defence had been, or feemingly could be, 
mentioned, but it was faid it might give offence to 
France. He afked how long we were to be deterred 
from taking fuch meafures as fhould lecm to be ne- 
cefTary, for fear of offending France ? If we were 
not to take general raeaftires tor the protection of our 
citizens becaufe there might be a pofiibility France 
would not approve them, where was the humiliation 
to Hop? He fuppofed we. fhould next be told that 
we mult not fortify our ports, or arm our veflels, left 
it fhould be offensive to France. He trufted that the 
Houle would no longer hold lb difaraccful a language, 
but that they would coufult what would be for our 
own goocl, without reference to any foreign nation. 
Our Government, heobferved, had not laid it would 
never prohibit the exportation of arms and ammu- 
nition. The Engl ifa had been permitted to pure hate 
theie articles, of which the French complained, and 
equal liberty was given to both nations ; but this 
was no reafon why both nations might not be prohi- 
bited from doing lb, if it fhould be found expedient. 
And though he did not believe that all the advantages 
which were expected, would be derived from this 
law, yet he fhould be in favour of it ; not becaufc 
it would not offend a foreign nation, but became it 
would be lerviceable to ourlelves ; for he laid, if they 
were to go on, in consulting the feelings of the 



• If this wretch had been a Deputy from France, in {lead of 3 
lUprelentative of Virginia, could he poflrbly have held other lan- 
guage that; this r Never was fuch a thameleis proftitution of cha- 
ncer ! But you would no longer be furpriled at it, if you could 
once fee the man* 

French 
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French nation on what they did, if they faw us thus 
prod rate and feeble, they wouJd foon take advantage 
of our timidity and folly ; on the contrary, he would 
ihow foreign nations that we are determined to re- 
gulate our own affairs, in our own way* in the way 
of juftice ; for if we went on in the prefent humili- 
ating way, he ihould not be furprifed at receiving a 
note from the French Minifier, laying that fuch and 
I'm h a law mull be repealed, as they were offenfTve 
lo the French Directory. 

Mr, Dayton, thinking himlelf alluded to by the 
gentleman juft fat down, proceeded to aflc if he 
meant lo insinuate that he was actuated by other 
motives than the good of his country ? when Mr. 
"Tarper interrupted him by faying exprefsly, he had 
never intimated any fuch thing, his remarks being 
confined to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Nicholas foid he would tell the gentleman from 
South Carolina, when he would ceafe to hear this 
clamour about offending foreign nations : it would 
be when he found a greater difpofition in all the de- 
partments of Government for preserving the peace of 
this country : when he was convinced they had as 
great a defire to prelcrve this bleffing as he had. He 
did not believe this was the cate at prefent ; and it 
was from this diftrufl that he fufpe6ied every rnea- 
fure which was brought before them. Was he not 
iuflifled, he alked, in faying that a meafure of this 
kind was calculated to remove peace from us, as it 
was a meafure which would operate wholly (as he 
before ftatcd) again ft the Frenrli ? He faid he dif- 
dained to anfwer what the gentleman had faid about 
fear ; it could not be found in him ; and he thought 
that gentleman was pottered of no fmall degree of 
atfurancc, to fancy that he (Mr. N.) was lefs attached 
to the interests of this country than he himlelf was. 
He felt as fenfibly for this country as any man ; and 
therefore he could not help expo. fling his apprcheu- 

ilons 




hons ot war, trom every 
itemed inclined to take, 

Mr. Harper believed there was policy in preventing 
the exportation of implements of war which might 
he turned again ft us. He did not accufe the gentle- 
man from Virginia of perfonal fear ; he believed 
lie was incapable of it ; but he doubted whether his 
zeal for (erving his own country would be (a great 
as he profefled, when the i nterefl of another country 
happened to clafh with that of his own. 

After a very long, but confuted and utiinterefitng 
debate, the bill pafledj without any divilion as to 
its main object, 

firming Merchantmen. — Wednefday, June 7. The 
Reprefentatives took up a refolution brought forward 
by Mr. H\ Smith in the following words : M Refolved, 
•* that provifion be made by law, for regulating the 
fl arming of the merchant-vefTels of the United 
* ( States; 1 

Mr, Williams faid it was well known that a num- 
ber of our merchantmen were arming in different 
ports of the Union, and it was, therefore, neceilary 
to regulate this bufinefs, to prevent mifchief being 
done. Gentlemen might differ in opinion with re- 
fpeel to the martial law, or law of nations, on this 
fubjecl ; but all would wifh, fince veflcls were arm- 
ing, that they fhould be put under fome refirainr. 
When he voted tor manning the frigates, he did it 
with a view of having them employed in the defence 
of cur coaltSj and not as a convoy. Our lituation, 
he faid, was truly critical, and he was undetermined 
how far it would be proper to arm the merchant- 
wflelsof the United States ; but, to prevent mifchief, 
lie wifhed the refolution might be agreed to, refer v- 
wg tohimfdf the right of voting ultimately for or 
again ft it. It might afterwards undergo fuch modi- 
fication as mould be found neceifary. 

Lhwgjlott 
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Utrmgftcn (it is ablululely a profntution of the 
term to call fueh a man MjfierJ oppofed the refolution 
in a very ftupid fpcech . •. 

Mr. Cost thought the provifion fliould be made, 
but be %vilhed the object to be defined. He could 
not fay that be could to modify the refolution, that 
He could hiittfelf vote for it; be had not made up 
his mind itpjn the fubjecT as to what cafes refiricl ions 
Ihould be made ; but in order to take the fenie of 
the Committee he would move an amendment, in 
order to bring the mbject before them : it was to in- 
fert at the end of the refolution " bowtd to the Eaft 
" I '>J';?<; iitui tu the Mfditerraman -\"** 

Mr, Harper prupofed to amend the amendment, 
by adding the word " rVeJT after " Eafi," ib as to 
read Li Ealr and Weft Indies.'* 

Mr, If . S mitk did not think it material whether 
Weft Indies was inferted, or the amendment was 



* Livingftan ipokc at fome length againft the refoUition, and 
was, ttt nfual % followed b) the dear little man whufe prefence in 
Congrefs reflects to much honour on the city of Philadelphia, 
He a i ways comes plodding after Mr. Ltvingfton,juft like th.: tong- 
hecled, bandy-legged Saocho Panza at the heels of the raw- 
boned Knight of La Mane ha. 

After this couple came Monfieur Gallatin, A precious trio ! — 
an American, an Eaglijhman, and an Italian* This part of our 
Houie of Representatives is fomething like the group that followed 
Anacbarjis Chan (the »* orator of the genre bvmaim") to the bar of 
the Convention, except that Cloota's^wrf bamain was compol^U of 
a gang of the vileft mifrieants that ever difg raced a gibbet; vvhereai 
t very one knows that MeJficura Livingfton, Swanwtck, and Gal- 
latin, are men of unfhaken credit, of reputation fair as mountain 
{ho«9, and patriotifm fti ong as whiikey. 

f This Mr. Coit has, I am told, always been a fort of a b'ufy- 
boily* The amendment he now propofed was certainly the moft 
*vhiinfical, the moft abfurd, that ever came athwart the brain of a 
ftia'ptot. It amounts to exactly this ; ** We will permit our mer- 
chantmen to defend themielves againft every thing, excepting t>»lp 
thefe ■u.'/ijj ,v?iuk tbcm f the French privateers and pirates.' And 
ytt this Mr. Coit makes fhift to peri'uadc fome of the good New- 
Englanders that he is * Federalifr! 

rejccled 
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rejected altogether : it was his wifh that the Com- 
mittee fhould iirft have decided upon the abftract 
principle. Prefuraing it to be the cxitting law of this 
country that merchants have a right to arm their 
veflels, he wifhed to know whether it was their with 
to interfere in regulating and reftricring that right. 
He believed the modification of the bufinefs might 
very well have been done in the bill. He would 
have rilen before to have given his reafon for this, 
had he not been prevented from doing fo by gentle- 
men who had complained that he had not done it. 
He was in favour of the amendment to the amend- 
ment ; but it it was not carried, he fhould be againft 
the amendment. It would be in vain to take into 
consideration the Eaft India and Mediterranean trade, 
when fpoliations were principally committed in the 
Weft Indies ; when indeed the objedt of the prefent 
meeting of Congrefs was principally to take into 
consideration the protection of the Weft India and 
European trade ; he prefumed therefore, if they 
meant to do any thing effectual, they fhould take 
into consideration the Weft Indian trade. Gentlemen 
were very ready, he faid, to objeel to every plan 
brought forward, but they themfelves propofed no- 
thing : all they did was to hold out alarms of war, 
though every one expreffed a desire for peace. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Swanwick) had 
objected to the arming of merchant-veiTelSj becaufe 
of the expenfe. He believed the merchants of the 
United States in general thought differently, though 
there might be fome merchants in this city who would 
be averte 10 the meafure. As to the expenfe, he 
believed the expenfe of fitting out the vefTels would 
be more than faved in the infurance. But there was 
a farther consideration : by this mean the veflels and 
teamen would be prefcrved to the United States ; 
whereas if it were not adopted, we not only lofe our 
veffels and men, but they go to strengthen the power 
vox. vi. n *& 
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of « nation which may ufc them againtt u 
tin lefs Franco knew that this Government would af- 
ford | >n to its veflels, we might ex peel i 
to take advantage of our reraifThefs, by fpinning out 
the negotiation, and plundering our property,— 
Something had hcen faid about the conduct of other 
neutral nations : he believed tlicy had armed 
merchantmen, though he did not pledge himfelf to 
prove it ; but if this was not the cafe, they had fleets 
to convoy their trade. We, on the contrary, had no 
ileet, nor did gentlemen let in deiirous that we Humid 
have any, iiuce they had exprejfed their vstjhes that llie 
frigates now building were burnt. He aiked what 
was to become of the commerce of this country, if 
we refused to protect it ? If we were to refort to an 
embargo, what would he the confequences ? You 
would not, faid he, fuffer your veflels to lie up for 
ever : after a time they would be lent out again. In 
vaic of an embargo, what, he aiked, would become 
of our teamen ? They would wander about the 
country, difcontented, and perifhing for want. What 
would become of our produce ? It would rot upon 
the wharfs. 

Mr. S. Smirk (of Baltimore) conceived that Con- 

grefs were called together to adopt juch mmjures as 

were heft calculated to freferue the peace of the country t 

by meam of negotiation^ and to fix upon fuch means 

if defence as would not he injurious to the country. 

was his opinion that the President was not autho- 
rized by law to prevent the veflels of merchants being 
armed ; but the merchants of the United States 
would readily fubmit to any lofs rather than go to 
wnr. He knew that this was the opinion of the 
Philadelphia merchants ; he had feen many of them. 
Nor had he met with one native American who 
wished (o go into this arming plan; they believe it 
would infringe our neutrality, and throw us into a 
Q \\w Y\ hen he came here, las mind was fcarccly made 



top on the fubjeel ; he did not like to give up his 
right to defend his property* hut he had found this 
to be the general opinion, and therefore he brought 
forward the amendment, which had been well 
amended by the gentleman from Connecticut. The 
gentleman from South Carolina had fince added Weft 
Indies^ and this brought them to ifTue ; for it was 
war or no war. If the latter amendment was agreed 
to, he fhould be for itriking out the whole, leaving 
it general, becaufe, the Weft Indies in it, it would 
be particularly pointed. They had been told of the 
lofs fultained by fpoliations, and where it fell : he 
believed it fell upon the great body of the people of 
America, and that the fall in the price of produce 
had been occaftoned principally by the Britijh Admiral 
ha*vmg forbidden the carrying of our provifiom to Hif- 
pan'wla* The Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, he 
faid, was fupplicd with provifions from Ireland *, 
whilft the French depended upon this country for 
fupplies ; fo that they were our heji cujiomers there*—' 
The gentleman from S, Carolina teemed to think it 
was right for our veffels to go into rebel ports in the 
Weil Indies; and had told them of our men being 
taken by Viclor Hugues, confidered as pirates, and 
kung, (Mr, W. Smith denied having faid our citizens 
were hung.) Mr. S. read Victor Hugues's procla- 
mation (though he laid he had no more refpe<5t far 
him than that gentleman, as he had loft fix or feven 
thoufand dollars by him), and fatd that thofe ports 
were not confidered as rebel ports which were taken 

■ - - r- ■ 

* The felf-contra die! ions of the French faction are endtefi. 
The reader may remember, that when the object was to decry the 
terms ot the Britifh treaty they faid that the Englifh Weft India 
itfands depended folely on this ctm/itry for provifions, and therefore 
this country could bave pinned Great Britain down to any terms it 
chofe ; but now, behold 1 when the object is to make light of ths 
cufiom of" thofe iflands, we aietold, that they do not buy Ameri- 
can provifious, but mtj 'ttpplkd altogttfar j rant trrfand* 

n 2 \>y 
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by tkt Englijh (Cape Nichola Mole was one of thofe) f 
put merely thofe whkh were in a Jlate of rebellion, to 
which if we are determined to trade, it would cer- 
tainly lead to war. Mr. S. infiftcd that the French 
trade carried on to the Welt Indies was a productive 
one, and that payments were in general made asfimclual 
as in any other part y and referred to Major Mount- 
florence's letter for an ad of generality never fhown 
by the Britifh ; nay, he thought there was a hetisr 
ytanci of getting m»ney owing from France than there 

ras of getting it for any fpoliations by the Britilh, 
and now under adjudication *. 

In the courfe of this day's debate Monfieur Swan- 

vick, the honourable Reprefcntative of Philadelphia, 

aflerted 



Of all the fpeeches ever delivered within the walls of Coo- 
icis, this is certainty the moil intuiting to the understandings of 
the people, I have not time to enter into a full refutation of all 
the affcriions contained in it; but fome of ttiem I cannot pafs over 
ir a moment, and among thefe is the audacious vindication of 
*/c7#r Hvgttfi . T he ttrrrte of t h is ca nn i ba 1, go rged \x i th A m eri can 
blood and plunder, Monfieur Smith fays, docs not confider at 
rebel ports thofe which wrc taken bv tin Englijh, This is an abfolutc 
falsehood. We alt know tlut Martmico, St. Lucia, Tobagn, Dema* 
vara, Berbiee, l J ort-au- Prince, St. Mark's, and Jeremie,it«rr taken 
the En^Ujb. Martiuico flood a fiege of nearly a month, and the 
SfDtxal Kochambeau, who t with his garrifon, was made prifoner 
>f war, is now actually in the lervice of the five defpots. Of the 
ither ports, which the arrete declares reirtl ports, three coft the 
Englifh a great number of lives, and the others furrendered becaufe 
they wet* unable to defend themfelves { and yet Smith of Baltimore 
has the affurance to fay, that Vifror Htigues's arrete did not include 
theft parts which •aiert taken by the Eii>Ufh ! Other defenders of the 
French have generally fome regard to truth in the ltatement of 
fell-known facts ; — but the Baltimore Smith boldly fcts ihame at 
defiance, throws a£de the veil of the pretended patriot, and af- 
fumes the audacious tone of the vulture of Guadalonpe, 

When Monfieur Smith fays that the French are our belt cuftomers, 
he undoubtedly ufed the word our as relating to himfttf and his 
partners, and therefore I fluill not contradict his aflerrion,. I am 
billing aifo to believe that the French are very punfluat in their 
payments ta him% hut as to their being fo " in general," I would 
uy it it an impudent falfehood, if it were not unnecefhtry. With 

refpeft 
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a fieri ed that " a greater number of our vefTels were 
*' taken in the Weft Indies by the Britifh, than by 
" the French," 

Mr, Harper, in reply, took notice that, on a former 
occafion, the gentleman had faid that the depredations 
of the Britifh were equal to thole of the French, 
but now he told them they were jnuch greater* Mr. 
H. faid he then called upon him for his proof, an< 
he referred htm to the infurance offices. He had ac- 
cordingly applied to them ; and though he had not 
yet got his information complete, fuch as it was, 
would lay it before the Committee, From the In- 
furance Company of Pennfylvania he found that, 
fince the firft of January, the French had taken four 
fhips, five brtgs, and three fchooners, kifured in 
that office, and the Britifh only two brigs in the 
fame time. From the North America Infurance 
OrKce his account was lefs complete, as it went back 
to the beginning of 1796, and ended with the end 
of it, when the fpoliations of the French were not 
\o great as they have been fine*. The total amount 
of Britifh captures during that period was 99*274 
dollars \ of French 271,000. But he believed, if 
the account was brought up to the prefent date, the 
French fpoliations would be ten times the amount of 
the Britiih. 

After a good deal more debating, the bill grounded 
on Mr. Smith's refolution was finally rejected. 



Privateering. — Thurfday, June 8. The bill fent 
down from the Senate, * f to prevent citizens of the 
•• United States from privateering againfl nations in 

refpect to there being " a better chance of getting paid by the 
French than by the Britiih," Inch an aflertion might have bten ex- 
pected from a piccaroon citizen is partnerjbip tuitb Citizen Smtm ; 
but from Monfieur Smith of Baltimore, the Representatives of a 
commercial city, a man of tried pa trio turn and virtue, no one 
would have expected it. 

u 3 ** am\Vj 
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" amity with the United States,*' was taken up for a 
third reading, and paffed without a diviiion. This 
was only becaufe the United States were yet in amity 
VL'ttU France ; if this had not been the cafe, the bill 
would never have pafled fo quietly. Indeed this bill 
did not become a law without fome flight attempts, 
on th' pari of the French faction, to manage the 
matter fo that Americans might privateer in the fhips 
or under the commiilion of France. 



Fortifications. — Monday, June 14. The Repre- 
fentattves took up the bill " for providing for the 
" further defence of the ports and harbours of the 
* f United States." This debate exhibited a fpecimen 
of the etfect of thofe jarring interetla which muft 
eternally interrupt the harmon)', and enfeeble the 
>owers of a confederation of independent States, — 
Mr. Smith (of S. C.) propofed to appropriate for the 
pnrpoie of fortiiiealions, two hundred thoufand 
dollars, 

Mr. Dayton, the Speaker, wifhed the gentleman 
from South Carolina would withdraw his motion, to 
give way to an amendment which he wifhed to in- 
troduce. He mentioned that it was to intert " pro- 
*' vided that no part of the money herein appropri- 
** ated he expended upon fortifications, except in 
c * cafes where the jurifdiQwnJh all have been previoujh 
*' ceded to the United Statt-s^ 

Mr, Wdtiam& (of New- York) luppofed this amend- 
ment as particularly pointed againft theState of New- 
York, becaufe the Legislature of that State had not 
ceded the jurifdtdtion of their fortifications to the 
United States. It had been a matter of confiderable 
altercation in that State, and he believed its vicinity 
to New-York was the reafon its territory had not 
been given up. The Legislature of New- York, he 
laid, did not meet till January ; therefore, except 
Something was now done, it would not be in time to 

have 
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have any effect. If the fum appropriated was in any 
refpect adequate, Mr, W. faid, a work would be 
commenced at the Narrows, which was eertainiy the 
only place upon which a fortification could he erected 
for the complete defence of that harbour. A good 
fortification there, be laid, would be a general be- 
nefit to the United States, as four fifteenths of the 
whole revenue of the Union was colto&ed in that 
port. He thought it proper, therefore, in order to 
quiet the minds of fo large a body of the community, 
that fame attention mould be paid to the fortifying 
of this po. t : even if no interruption o( the peace of 
the country was expected, it would he right to attend 
to thi? buiinefs. The iboner a fortification was, begun 
at the Narrows the belter, and he trufred a handtbme 
fom would be appropriated for the purpofe : the great 
benefits which muft remit from a well-contiruetcd 
fortification at the Narrows, both to the Union and 
the State of New-York, was obvious to all who were 
acquainted with its fituation ; he therefore hoped the 
amendment would not be agreed to. 

Mr, Dayton believed the gentleman from New- 
York, when he faid that State had no intention of 
feparating from the Union ; if they had, he fuppoied 
they would not be permitted, at tea ft not before they 
hid paid their debt. But gentlemen fay, Will you 
coerce the Legislature to give you the jurifdiction of 
their fortifications f He faid, No. As the gentleman 
from North Carolina had itated three years ago, he 
had declared it as his opinion, that all X lie money ex- 
pended on thofe works would be thrown away, frt 
tar as they were intended for a defence againft armed 
fhips. They might indeed be of uie to the city in 
preferring its peace and aiding its municipal regula- 
tions ; but an artned vefTel would always pafs them 
with a fair wind and tide* He owned his amending 
Was intended to operate in part againft New-York ; 
but if gentlemen would bring forward a plan for 

U 4 etc&Ssvk 
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creeling a fortification at the Narrows, with a pro- 
poiilton to appropriate to that purpofe the debt tine 
from than t<> the United States^ they fhould have hiv 
vote. W hdt was the State of New-York more than 
others ? New-Jerfey had ceded the territory of a 
light-honfc, and Pennfj Ivania had ceded Mud Ifiand, 
And except they would content to do what others 
did, they could not expect the fame advantage. 

Mr. Brooks complained of what bad fallen from 
the gentlrrnan from New Jeriey, with refpedt to the 
debt of New- York ; fpoke of the territory of the 
light -houfe ceded by New-Jerfey, as ten or fifteen 
miles of fand, which would not raife it-ater-melons ; 
and of this amendment, as intended \ojink the bill. 

Mr. Smith (of S. Carolina), feeing the amendment 
adopted, hoped that leave would not lie given for 
the Committee to proceed any further in the bufioefs. 
In this with he was joined by the New- York mem- 
bers. 

Mr. S. Smith (of Maryland) faid, becaufe the 
States of New- York and South Carolina had not done 
what they ought to do, though the country was in 
danger, yet no other port mutt be attended to. This 
looked as if thofe gentlemen thought the defence of 
the Union depended wholly upon them. 

Mr, fV'dHams (of New- York) replied, that if the 
country were in danger, the whole ihould be forti- 
fied i but if not (as teemed to be the opinion of gen- 
tlemen in refuiing to do any thing towards fecuring 
two of as important harbours as any in the Union J, 
then there was no occafion for any. 

When Dayton's amendment came before the Houfe, 
Gallatin role and oppofed it. He laid he had voted 
for this amendment, becaufe he conceived it to be 
founded on juit principles; and as he fhould now 
vote again ft it, it was neccflary to give his reafons 
for doing lb, He believed the principle juit, and 
proper to be ufed whenever the United States fhould 
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go into a general plan of fortifications ; but as thi 
was only meant for a temporary provifion again ft 
danger, that danger might be greateft, and the af- 
fiftance wanted mod, at a place which was not ceded. 
Befides, he believed there was not a fmgle State in 
the United States had ceded exctujhe jurifdiclion of 
their territory* according to the conftitution ; and 
therefore this provifion excluded the whole from re- 
lief; as every cellion which had been made provided 
for a concurrent jurifdiclion of the State. So far as 
related toFennfylvania, fhe would not be entitled fr 
any fupport, becaufe flie not only relerved a concur 
rent jurifdiction, but provided that if the ceffion was 
not accepted within one year it would be void j and 
more than one year had now elapfed, and the ceffion 
was not accepted. 

The qucflion was then put on the amendment 
and it was loft by a great majority *. 

The turn was at laft fixed at 1 15,000 dollars, an 
the bill paffed into a law by a majority of /even only 
and it is to be obferved here, that Gallatin, wi 
many others who had oppofed Dayton's amendment, 
did neverthelefs oppofe the palling of the bill. They 
were for no defence at all. They wifhed the coaft, as 
well as the commerce, to continue expofed to France. 
One M'Dowell of North Carolina was very open and 
impudent in his oppofition. He thought it wrong, 
he fald, " to throw away fo much money on fortiii- 
** cations, which he faid could be of no ufe ; for 



* Thus we fee that therejeftioa of this amendment was entirely- 
owing to the circumltance of Pennfylvania having refcrved a con- 
current jurifdicTtan over the fortified places hi her territory, and that 
refervation is to be afcribed lo her iinwilUngnefs to give up a jut 
of her power to the federal government. But had it happened 
that the had made a full cerhou of the territory, all her membgrt 
would have voted for the amendment: and thus the ports which 
alone were worth fortifying, viz. Bofton, New-York, and Charles- 
ton, would not have had a farthing of the appropriations laid 
cut on them. 
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though thej' might prevent aa enemy from landing 
at the particular point where they were f? 
they could not prevent them from landing at tome 
neighbouring fnot ; and kt tded, tJ/-y would 

take pojjtjjion of the fort % and turn tht gtms tiguittjl 

Mthtiq. — -Wednetijay, June tj. A refutation was 



This Mr. McDowell is famou?, anil lias long betn fo, not for 
tfundenttg and making built, but for talking fbecr nonfenfe; mere 
uofe gabble, that lias neither object nor meaning. He was an 
>fficLT tail wit : I hnvtr beard him from hu feat boart of his ttr~ 
vices, and J before oi his wounds. Such a man ought to undcrlland 
>mct!- ■ (unification. I do not mc^n that he ought to 

inuVrfi m<l the detail f>f military architecture ; 1 fhall even admit 
■\U he i vice as an officer without underrtanding its 

ir inciplcs ; but he certainly ought to know {bmethlng of the ufe 
f a work 01 fortief, when conftruc'led. The gallant Mr. 
Li'Dowell fern;:, however, to know no more about the matter fttan 
the Peruvians did of naval architecture, when they took Cortcz's 
up for a great bcait, " Fortifications," fays this old foldier, 
c ot no tile, becaufc they cannot prevent the enemy lai 
'* on Coma neighbouring fpot." That is to fay, they are of no \ifc, 
becaule, though they are adequate to the defence of the point where 
they are erected, they cannot defend a point where they are not! 
The fecond objection is, a fort is a real injury to the country it is 
intended to defend. And why, Mr. M'Powell ? " Becaule the 
** enemy being landed %\f&mt other point, would take poiTefiion of 
** the tort, and turx (6e gvns agahijl ourfelvn,** Now, thou fa- 
sicnt engineer, permit me to alk ihee another quell ion or rwo i 
iuppofe the enemy landed at fame pthtr painty mult he not come to 
U'e/ort, before he can get pofledion of ri ? And if, when in pof- 
fdilun, he can turn your guns againityou, cannot you, while you 
have the potfefiion, turn your guns agaiuit him? The idea of a 
fort being ujele/s t becaule it cannot command the whole eoail or 
frontier of a country, is worthy of the brain of an infant prattling 
on its father's knee, Thofe who know any thing of tactics, or 
have profited from the perufal of hiflory, know, that a welfc-coKi- 
firucted fbrtrefs with twothoufand men, is of as much ufc in the 
defence of a country, as an encamped army of twenty thoiifand 
horfc and foot* Congreve reprefents a foldier with his guts in his 
head and his brains in his belly : I do not positively affirm that Mr. 
M*Dowell comes up to this defcripton ; but I mult confefs, thar, 
if I am to judge of his military talents by the above (beech, I would. 
Hottruit him with a corporal's command, that is, three men. 



propofed 



propofed by Mr. Bloimt in the Houfe of Representa- 
tives in the following words : 

t( Refolved, that proviiion ought to be made by 
" law for putting 80,000 militia of the United States, 
** in equal proportions from the feveral States, in a 
** Jlate of requisition" 

Mr. Thatcher objected to the word requijition — 
However fond that gentleman might be of the French 
phrafes, he did not wifli to imitate them in their ex- 
prciTions in our legiflative adts. He had no objection 
to the holding of iuch a number of men in readineis 
—but he hoped the fenttment would be exprcfTed iu 
OUT language. 

Mr. B/oaw/fuppofed be fhould be told, becaufe he 
ufed the word requijition in his refolution, that he 
was one of the f admits. He believed if the gentle- 
man looked over the old Congreflional proceedings, 
he would find that the demands made upon the 
States were called reqitiji linns *. He had, however, 
do objection to any other word which had the fame 
meaning. He thought the objection a trifling one, 
and fuch as the gentleman ought to be afhamed of 
making. 

Mr. Thatcher replied, that he did not often fay any 
thing of which he was afhamed ; that he had laid 
nothing about French factions ; but it was an old fay- 
ing, " That a guilty confcicm.se needs no accufer^ 



• The gentleman might have mentioned a great many other 
inftances, in which the French revolution ills have obferved a clofe 
imitation of the old Congtefs of America. Their Committees of 
Jecrecy t of public fafe ty (falut publiqut } % their intriguivg with the 
feeble of tttber countries j their various and varying addrcjfes ; their 
being appointed to produce conciliation^ and their rendering concilia- 
tion impojfible ; and many other ihingF, in which I preiume Mr, 
Blount would not with them to find imitators in the prefent Con- 
grefs. 

Mr. 



.88 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



Mr. Blount (with a good dca! of warmth) faid he 
ihould take from no man, ivith impunity t fuch lan- 
guage as that. [There was a loud call to order *.] 
Mr. Skinner hoped that the law would not require 
ic 8o,ooq men to be called out immediately) hut "at 
" fuch time as the Preiident ihould think ncccflary." 
The expenfe, he faid, of calling out this detachment 
inMallachufctts would ndt he lets than 200,000 dol- 
lars ; and he could not fee any objection to leaving it 
to the Prefident to judge of the propriety of putting 
c mcafure into execution. This amendment pafled, 
Afr. Small faid, though there might, in tlieopinion 
of the Prefident, be a neccflity for calling out a part 
f thefe men, there might not be occafion for calling 
ut the whole ; he therefore moved the following 
mendment, viz. ** or of any lefs number, which 3 
in his opinion, the ferviee may require.'* 
Mr, Blount did not know the meaning of this 
otion, except it were with an intention to fave cx- 
nfe, which it would not effect ; as, if the detachm- 
ent mull be made, 8000 men would coil as much 
rganizing as 80,000. He thought we ought at all 
times to have this portion of our militia ready for 
\y call that could be made. 

Mr. Sew&U laid his intention was to fave expenfe, 
n 1794 he knew a great expenfe had been incurred 
n Maffachufctts, and it had been in proportion to 
the number of men employed. 

Mr. Williams obferved that 80,000 men would be 
rihout one tenth part of the whole militia of the 
nited States ; but if only one twentieth part was 

* This ended in a challenge on the part of Blount, which Mr. 
Thatcher had too much fenfe to accept of. It will appear, in the 
courfc of this work, that Blount can bear to be called fomerhing 
Wtwfc than a part if an df France. 

wanted. 
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panted, Utile more than half the expenfe would bo 
incurred. 

Mr, Hartley was in favour of holding So, 000 men 
in readinefs. This was done in 1794; and though 
he did not think we had now fo much reaibn to ap- 
prehend danger, yet he would wifh to be in a flare 
of preparation. He had no objection to leaving the 
time of calling out the militia to the Prelident, but 
not the number. 

Mrmfieur Dayton faid, if the fituatton of things jus- 
tified the call for 8c,ooo men, he mould be the lalt 
to objecl; to it ; bat he did not think it did. The 
gentleman from North Carolina had faid, it wou 
be no inconvenience to his State ; it would be very 
different in many other States. In New-Jerfey (as 
he had before ftated) it would be felt very contider- 
ably. Men mull have bounties, and their pay made 
equal to the price of labour. There would not on 
be required a new organization a ad clarification > bu 
alfo an infpeftion of arms and accoutrements. He be- 
lieved all this would be done under this law if it parte 
in the State of New-Jerfey, whatever might be the ex-, 
penfe and inconvenience it put them to. If he thought 
there was any danger, he would not have objected to 
the meafure. He did not, however, think tvejhould 
have a war ; and if fuch an event were to take place, 
he did not think there was a probability of an in- 
vasion. Our Situation in 1794, he faid, was very 
different, We were then not only depredated upon 
by the Britifh at tea, but Lord Durcheiter had iffiie 
his warlike proclamation; the Indians were counted, 
and had their tomahawks in their hands uplifted and 
ready to jftrike ! Believing, therefore, the meafure 
to be unnecefTary, and that it would operate un- 
equally, he flioufd vote for this amendment, which 

would 
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would leave it to the President to detach fuehl 
number of men as lie fhaH believe neccfTary *. 

Mnttftmr Macnn was lorry any amendment had ta- 
ken place, lince he could not now move to ftrike out 
the iiril fe&ion of the bill, in order to fee whether 
the Houfe meant to pats the bill at all j for he was 
of opinion with the gentleman from New-Jerfey, that 
therv was no oocaiioti for it. He was certain that this 
bitjlw-js could not be carried into effeR without expenft. 
And if an invalion were to take place, only a few of 
thefc racn could be drawn into the femce -f. 

Mr, 



* M.Dayton can fee «* djngtr t poor blind man! He muft. 
know that the French are refolved to accept of no atonement (hort 
of abfolute degradation ; and yet he can lee no danger ! He is, I 
fuppofe, ready to crouch down before them ; his imagined fecurity 
lies in his difpofitlon to fubmit ; for fubmit he mnfL or he mud re- 
folve to refift, and as he has made ufe of every quirk, quibble, and 
trick, to get rid of every meafnre of refinance, we may fairly con* 
elude that he has prepared his neck (if, indeed, it was not made 
on purpofe) for the yoke. 

He was aware that fome would exclaim, What ! can Mr. Day- 
ton fee no danger? The confifcating Mr. Dayton, who, in 1794* 
when Great Britain was inqueftkm, was for feizing on the property 
of hone ft unlufp citing creditors, and who cheerfully voted for 
81,000 militia, as he would have done for 800,000 — can this 
prompt and decifive repel ler of injuries now fee no danger ? Aware 
of this, Mr. Dayton thought proper to obferve, that **our fituationin 
1 794 was very different.*' So it was indeed. Then there was no 
danger, and then Mr. Dayton was brave. The depredations on our 
commerce committed by Britain never amounted to above one ninth 
part of the film which had been ferzed by the French ; the Brittfh 
never made prifoners of our feamen. As to Mr. Dayton's old fal- 
iified ftory about Lord Dorebefter and the tomahawk, there is now 
baidly any one ftupid enough to litten to it. In the prefent Actua- 
tion of affairs it is almoft an iniult to the readers of a public paper 
to attempt to controvert the grofsabfurd tries contained in the fpeech 
of the Speaker. He is cither ftone blind himfelf, or he wants to 
put our eyes out t if the former, he is an object of our pity, if the 
latter, of out indignation. 

■(■As Monfieur Dayton's fpeech is remarkable for blindnefs, fo 
Montieur Macon's is for pcnetiationi The piercing optics of this 

latter 
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A£r. Skhmer hoped the bill would not pafs at all. 
It was well known that there was an alarm in the 
minds of the people with refpecl to war ; and there 
could be no doubt, if this meafure was paffed, it 
would be fuppofed there were ferious apprebenfions 
of war*. He had, - befides, another objection to 
the paffing of this bill . War had been apprehended by 
many. Officers and men .were a good deal divided 
with refpecl: to the relative iituatioa of our country : 
if this bill pafs, they will fpeculate upon meafnres ; 
they will go into difcuflions which will neither tend 
to ftrengthen the Government, nor increafe good 
neighbourhood. He therefore hoped it would not 
pafs. 



latter Monfieur have enabled him to difcover, and he a&ually has 
difcovered, that the Iringing of 80,000 armed men. into the field will 
be attended withftme expenfe. " Yes," fays he, " I am certain that 
" this bufinefs cannot be carried into effect without expenfe." 
There's a conjuror for you ! If he had lived in New-England 
about a century ago, he would certainly have been hanged for a 
wizard. 

* Mr. Skinner is afraid to vote for the 80,000 men for fear of 
alarming the country, Congrefs is called together on account of the 
aggreffions of France ; the President recommends defenfive mea- 
fures j the Houfe of Reprentatives pafs feveral bills in purfuance of 
thefe recommendations ; the Houfe in a body, and every individual 
member, exprefs a determination to defend their countiy; and, af- 
ter all this, Mr. Skinner is afraid to call out a part of the militia, 
left " itjbould be fuppofed that there are ferious apprehcnCons of 
war !" After fix weeks fpent in talking about meafnres of defence, 
the gentleman feems to be afraid that we (hall think them in 
earned. He may quiet his fears ; for there are very few people, I 
believe, who do not look upon it as a mere farce. Another of Mr. 
Skinner's fears feems to be better founded. He is afraid that the 
militia, when called out, will, in Head of fighting to defend the Go- 
vernment, fall to difputing about its meafures. This they moil cer- 
tainly will. They would, indeed, do the fame thing at home ; but 
I perfectly agree with the gentleman, that it would be better for 
them to difpute in little knots of a dozen or two unarmed, than in 
whole regiments armed with ball and bayonet. 

The 
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The bill, after a good deal more debating, pafled 
by a eontidcrable majority, fixing the number of men 
which each State fhould fuxnith on the bafis of the 
number of white inhabitants, as follows: 



Tcnncflce, 
Georgia, — — 

S» Carolina, — — 

N. Carolina, — — 

Kentucky, — — 

Virginia, — — 

Maryland, — — 

Delaware, — — 

V mifvtvama, mm — 

New -J CfieVj — 

• York, — — 

Connecticut, — — 

Rhode I Hand, — — 

Manachuiettft, — — 

Ncw-Ilampihire, — 

Vermont, — — 



SoS 
i>334 
3i535 

',54* 
11,150 

5,262 

1,168 
10,690 

4,286 

7*9 2 3 

5,860 

1,616 
1 1,836 

2,150 



* Total, 8 o,ooo 

Artillery. — Tuefday, June 20. The Represent- 
atives took up a hill lent down from the Senate "for 
** raiting an additional corps of artillery." 

The bill was oppofed by Mr. Giles and Smith of 
Baltimore) and was ably fupported by Mr. fViitum 
Smithy the Ipiritedand eloquent member forCharlef- 
ton, South Carolina, who concluded his fpecch with 
obtl-rving, that when an increafe of the navy was 



* This looks nobly en faptr ; but there it ends. The 80,000 
jnen will never parade, they will never lie drawn up in battalion 
any where but on paper. I do not think it poflible to collect to- 
gether, J mean to embody and bring into a<ftual iiervice, five thou- 
ftud miUiia-mcn in the whole United States. 



under 
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consideration, Mr, S. faid, gentlemen ex- 
claimed, Leave trade to take care of itjelj\ and let us 
attend to the internal defence of the country ; but 
now, when they were preparing for that* the lame 
men lay, We are about to employ upon this object 
what ought to be employed for the protection of 
commerce. Mr. S. faid, it was an error to &y no 
taxes would be wanted if the hill did not pals. There 
would be money in that cafe wanting for manning 
the frigates, for arming the revenue cutters, for the 
diplomatic department, and for the expenfes of this 
feilion (not lefs than 60 or 70,000 dollars would be 
needed for the laft item only), for the payment of the 
agents appointed for aftifting to carry into effect the 
6th article of the Britifh treaty, &c. ; fo that the ar- 
gument had no weight. It was ibid thefe men were 
unneceffary, becaulc the militia were the proper de- 
fence ; but the Prefident had not the power to call 
out the militia, except in cafes of infurrection urin- 
vafion, to that an enemy might get poffeilion of the 
polls before the militia were called out *. He con- 
cluded by faying there were thirty forts on the iea- 
coaft, and that thefe men diilributed amongft them 
would only give fourteen to each, which would ntft 
be fufficient to prelerve the guns from ruft ; and, 
if this bill pa fled, there would be only forty-one for 
each fort. Hefubmitted it to the Committee, there* 
fore, whether they ought to riik the fafety of the coun- 
try for the fake of z 16,000 dollars. He truifed they 
would not. 

Mr. Baldwin faid a good deal againft Handing ar- 
mies in general ; but as it was no more than a repe- 
tition of the cant we have a thoufand times heard on 






* He might have obferved, betides, the fame men who oppofed 
this bi!), had alfo oppofed the keeping of the militia in readineis to 
turn out ; *fo that they had, indeed, oppofed every meafure ef- 
Jf»Jh>t or defenjpve, 

vol. vi. o the 
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the fubjecl, the reader fhall be fpared the peruiajt ot 
it here. 

Mr. Williams fpoke again A the bill ; be thought 
the proportion of artillery already greater than that 
of any other nation *. 

Mr. Swarrwlck thought, that, by railing thefemen, 
they would increafe the danger which they wjked fa 
avoid. They apprehended an attack from a foreign 
nation, and to guard againfl any pofiible injury they 
were to go to expenfc, and by that means increafe 
our national debt, from which he thought we hadth 
greateft danger to fear, iince they faw the difficulty 
attending the railing of any additional revenue. He 
called the attention of the Houfe to a lituation of 
things not much unlike our own. The French na- 
tion had many regiments on their fea-coaft, and had 
been long making great preparations, as if with a 
view of invading Great Britain. In confequence, the 
Britilh have expended large fums in fortifying and 
putting the ifland in a good flate of defence ; and, 
though the French never fcrioufly intended to invade 



* The following is a copy of the War-office return of artillery 
and engineers. 
At O "ego, Niagara, Detroit, Machillimackinac,"i 

Preiq'ille, on the Miffiflippi, and in the South- > 43$ 

weftern Territory, - - J 

At Weft Point, - » 103 

At New- York, - - 60 

At Philadelphia and Mud Ifland, - 90 

At Baltimore, - 50 

At Norfolk, - - -56 

At a fort in North Carolina, - - ' 6 

AtCharlcfton, - - 6a 

Total, 876 
But it i« notorious that thefe men are little better than common 
infantry. Their difperfrH fituation, and a total want of fkilful and 
experienced officers and of the means of pra&ifing, have rendeied 
thtm very fit, perhaps,'/*? keep the guns from rufiing ; but for 
nothing elfe. 

2 that 
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that country, yet the appearance of it had probabTy 
occafioned greater embarraflrnent, from cauiing thefe 
:gr£at expenfes, and the confequent derangement in 
the finances of the country, than if fuch an invafion 
bad really taken place. He reprobated the idea of 
defending the country againft an invafion by two re- 
giments of artillery. The militia, he faid, would be 
the proper defence in fuch a cafe ; but, he trufted, the 
Qommiffioners appointed for the purpofe would 
(peedily fettle all differences betwixt the two coun- 
tries *. 

Mr. Brooks faid, if he believed there was no dan- 
ger, he fhoujd agree with gentlemen that there would 
be no occafion for thefe men ; but thinking our fitu- 
ation in no degree improved by the late events in 
Europe, he fhould vote for railing the propofed re- 
giment. The objection of expenfe would go againft 
every meafure. As there was no certainty of our 
Ambafladors being able to fettle our difpute with 



* Accufiomed as I am to the nonfenfical babble of this fon of an 
Englifli penfioner, I cannot help expreffing fome aftonifhment ac 
the above-quoted fpeech. All that he fays at all times is marked 
with imbecility, but here he has outdone himfelf: this fpeech 
might ferve as a foil to thofe of the Rutherfords, the M'Dowells, 
and the Lyons. 

The firft aflertion is, that an increafe of the artillery " will in- 
creafe the danger 'which it isnvijhedto avoid." He immediately after 
ftates that this danger is, an attack from aforeign nation, which he 
fays will be increased by adding to our corps of artillery, becaufe 
that addition vaM augment the national debt ! Now, if this be fo, the 
fitting out of the frigates, the conftructing and repairing of fortifi- 
cations, and, in fliort,' every poffible meafure of defence^ will in- 
creafe the danger of an attack; becaufe every fuch meafure muft 
unqueftionably add to the expenfes and debt of the nation ; fo that 
in due courfe of reafoning we are to conclude, that danger is to 
be apprehended from nothing but debt; and that protection is to 
be found no where but in a full purfe. From the importunities 
of a dun, or the claws of a conftable, I grant you, Mr. Swanwick, 
that money is the only effectual means of deliverance ; but, Sir 
\vhen you fpout in. public you fliould forget frivate affqirs. 

02 Franc* 
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France, they ought, he faid, like " wife men, to 
lorefee and prevent the evil." He was afraid gen- 
tlemen were got into a profound Jleep, and would not 
wake till it was too late. 

Mr. Giles was not of opinion with the gentleman 
from South Carolina, thai becaule the Preiident and 
Secretary of War had recommended the railing of 
thefe men, they fhould adopt the plan ; indeed the 
Senate propofed to raifc only half of what the Se- 
cretary recommended. He trailed they fhould think 
for themfelves. He did not think the flrength of the 
country depended on four thoufand artillery ; he 
looked upon military ellablifliments as a fort offafli- 
tiousftrength, but upon the militia as the real flrength 
of the nation*. He thought the expenfe a ferious 

* " The militia is the real ftrength of the country." This is 
the eternal cry of the oppotition, and it would be in fome meafure 
excufable in a country which was without dear-bought experience 
on the fubjecl. A militia is good for nothing until long kept em- 
bodied, and under as ftrict difcipline as regulars are kept ; and 
in this, where the commanders are appointed by the commanded, 
they will be found worle than nothing. The objection to the 
addition to the corps of artillery is founded on its expenfe ; but 
the militia, if held embodied, will coft forty times as much ; and if 
not held embodied, it will exift only in name. When I hear the 
Houi'e voting eighty thoufand militia-men, it gives me no more idea 
of additional fecurity than if they voted eighty thoufand pebble- 
stones. I hate feather-bed foldiers, and I never fee them without 
calling to mind the following verfes of Dryden: 

" The country rings around with loud alarms, 
And raw in fields the rude militia fwarms, 
Mouths without hands, maintain'd at vaft expenfe, 
In peace a charge, in war a weak defence ; 
Stout once a month, they march a bluft'ring band, 
And ever, but in times of need, at hand ; 
Of feeming arms they make a fhort effay, 
Then haften to be drunk, the bufinefs of the day." 
This is the picture of the American militia. Such they ever 
have been, and ever will be under the prefent regulations ; and 
whoever trufls to them alone for defence will foon find, if attacked, 
that the name of foldier is of little ufe againft the arms of foldiers. 
in reality. 

object. 
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object. It appeared, our eftabliftiment had already 
coft us eight millions of dollars, and he could not 
fee where they had done fervice to that amount ; he 
therefore thought it a bad bargain*. 

The gentleman from New- York had charged 
the Houfe with being afleep. He believed that- 
could not be the cafe, as it would be a difficult 
matter indeed to Jleep where he was. It had been 
iaid additional revenue would be wanted, whether 
this bill paffed or not. Suppofe this were fa, it' 
was furely no reafon For paffing a bill which might 
be thought neceflary. 

After a little further debate, the Committee rofe, 
and the Houfe rejected the bill altogether, 57 to 49. 

Allegiance and Expatriation. — Wednefday, June 
21. The Reprefentatives took up the bill ** for 
" preventing citizens of the United States from 
" entering into the fervice of any foreign prince or 
" ftatef." 

Mr. 



* Farmer Giles thinks the ftanding army of the United States a 
bad bargain, becaufe it has coft the country eight millions of dol- 
lars in the courfe of eight years. Let us fee : the Farmer has been, 
in Congrefs about the fame fpace of time, and fuppoling him to 
have been in aelual fervice, upon an average, fix months in a 
year, he has coft the country eight tboufand /even hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. Which is the tnorfi bargain, the Farmer or the 
army ? 

f The reader will recoiled* that numerous proofs have been 
received of Americans having not only entered into the fervice of 
France, but of their having fitted out privateers, in feveral ports 
of France and her foreign dominions, for cruifing againft the 
commerce of their country. Some of theft fcoundrels had re- 
turned home to America, had purcliafed eftates with the riches 
thus infamoufly acquired, and had fet at defiance the perfon* 
whom they had robbed and the laws of the land. Captain Barney 
•who was now become the Commodore of two French frigates, ha 
brought thefe frigates into the very harbour of Norfolk, aft 
having captured feveral American veifcls on the coaft. Suet*. 

o 3 cauxssi 
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Mr, Coil moved to tfrike out the iixtfa fecliofl, 

hit 1 1 was in the following words : 

" And whereas, for the due execution of thi* 
" and other laws tending to the lecurity of the 
fl public welfare, it is expedient to define and ai- 
" certain the mode in which a citizen may diil< 
** the ties of citizenfhlp, and become an alien ; he 
* r it further enacted, that the citizens of the United 
,( States, whether native or adapted, (hall be 
" deemed citizens thereof, until they relinquish that 
<l character in manner hereinafter provided, that 
" is to fay ; whenfoever any citizen of the United 
** States in all, by deed in writing, under his hand 
" and leal, executed in the pretence of, and lub- 
" {bribed hy two or more wknefles, and by at lean" # 
** two of the fubfcribing uitneiTes proved before the 
** fupreme, fuperior, dillrie't, or circuit court. 
** fume one of the States, or ol "the territories north* 
" weit of the river Ohio, or before a circuit or 
€t diilricT: court of the United States, within the 
** jurifdictton of which court he fhall then be refi- 
" dent, or hy open verbal declaration, made and 
•' recorded in either of the courts aforefaid, declare 
f< that he abfolutely and entirety renounces all 
" allegiance" and fidelity to the United States, and 
*' to every of them, and fhall forthwith depart out 
" of the territorial limits thereof; every fuch peribn, 
" from the time of his departure, ihall be con- 
" lidered expatriated, and for ever thereafter fhall 
** be deemed an alien, in like manner and to all 
" intents as if he had never been a citizen : Pro- 
" vided always that he ihall not enter into the 



conrempr did he entertain for the Government, and for his ■ 
trymen in general, that he came hy land to Philadelphia, ■ 
be had the audacity frequently to attend the debates of Coogreii, 
drtfltd in his French naval uniform I It was to put a flop to due 
dii^raccfuJ and giowiflg eyiJ, that the prejcjit hill was brought iji* 

fS military 
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u military or naval lervice of a. foreign nation, or 
*' become the owner or part owner of any foreign 
** privateer or letter of marque, within one year of 
** his departure from the United States ; and if any 
■* fuch perfon fhall enter the military or naval fer- 
fi vice of a foreign nation, or become the owner 
•* or part owner of any foreign privateer or letter 
*■ of marque, within the fpace of one year from 
H the time of his departure from the United 
e * States, he lhall be liable to all the pains and 
4 * penalties to which he would have been fub- 
€i jeel for the like condud if he had continued a 
*' citizen." 

Mr. SewtiH hoped It would be firuck out. In 
every country in the world where civil fociety was 
eltabliftied, the citizens of that fociety owed a certain 
duty to their Government which they could not 
readily get clear of; but they were about to elta- 
\>\ \(h a principle, to put it in the power of the citizens 
of the United States, at their will, and without any 
pretence, to fay they would be no longer fubjec"t to 
this Government ; and this at a moment of danger, 
when citizens of other countries might be called 
home from this country. He thought this would 
be extremely wrong ; it would be giving an oppor- 
tunity for infult to our courts and country; and he 
was lure no nation would fhow us fo much com- 
plaifance in return *. 

Mr. Claiborne thought it no more binding for 
citizens born In the United States, to continue 
citizens of the United States than it was for a 



* Obftrve, however, that this dangernns principle muft be 

1 lied by America, before flie can have any pretentions to the 

right yf protecting Bntifli teamen agaiuft ifae picis- warrants of 

the Britifti Government 1 , 
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Roman Catholic or Proteftant to continue of that 
opinion, when he arrived at years of maturity, and 
could judge for himfelf. He infilled upon it, men 
had a natural right to clioofe under what govern- 
ment they would live : and they had no reafon to 
fear our citizens leaving us whilft our government 
was well executed. He did not with, citizens of the 
United States to be in the Situation of fubjecls of 
Great Britain, who, though they had left the coun- 
try forty years ago, were liable to be considered as 
fubjcc*ts of that government. He trufted the rights 
of man would not thus be infringed, but that they 
ihould allow the right of expatriation unclogged. 
He faid there was a great difference between the 
two cafes which the gentleman had flated. A man 
born and educated in a country certainly owed it 
obligations which were not to be fhaken off the 
moment he chofe to do fo. The different focieties 
of the world, he faid, were like fo many families 
independent of each other ; and what family, he 
afked, would fufTer any of its members to leave it, 
and go into another, when he pleafed ? He thought 
it unicafonable that it fhould be fb. 

Mr. JV. Smith faid, the doctrine of perpetual al-. 
legiance was derived from Great Britain, which, 
though it might be good in theory, was not fo in 
practice. They had departed from many doctrines 
derived from that country, and the time was come, 
he believed, for departing from this. The idea of 
a man being compelled to live in this country, con- 
trary to his will, feemed to be repugnant to our 
ideas of liberty. He thought when a man was fo 
difgufled with the country, as to refolve to leave it, 
for the purpofe of becoming a citizen of another 
country, he ihould be at liberty to do fo, on his 
complying with certain formalities, and mould never 
again be readmitted. It was upon this principle 

that 
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that this te&ion was founded, and he thought it 
valuable*. 

Mr. N. Smith was ferry that the Committee who 
liad reported this bill, had thought it neceflary to 
report the 6th and 7th feclions, The doctrine of 
expatriation on one hand, and perpetual allegiance 
on the other, were fubjetts they had all heard much 
about ; but expatriation, under limitation and re- 
liraint, was a new bu fin els. From its novelty it 
became doubtful. This being the cafe, he wilhed 
the fubject had been deferred to an ordinary feilion 
particularly as it appeared to be no more connecter 
with other parts of the bill, than with many other 
laws now extant. If we were to have a law on this 
fubjecl, he fhould wifh to have it in a feparate bill. 
For his part, he could not fee how the Committee 
could fuppofe it to have been a part of their duty 
to report thefe feclions ; if he had thought it bad, 
he ihould not have voted for appointing a Com- 
mittee on the occauon. Gentlemen advocating 
thefe claufesj fay they would not allow of expatria- 
tion in time of war. He would go further and fay, 
he would not allow of it when there was a profpect 
of war ; for it would be idle to prohibit it in one 
cafe, and not in the other. He then aiked, if this 
was not the very ftate in which we now were ? If 
it were, why pafs fuch a bill at this time, when it 
could not go into operation I He thought this a 



* Tt will be obferved, that Mr. W. Smith would have been the 
laftman in (he world to flippant this bill, had he not known that 
it ivits impojjible io obtain a law recegmjing the doctrine of perpetual 
allegiance. Knowing that this could not be done, he wifhed the 
bill to fucceed, that there might be forne little check to the evil 
of tram/erring allegiance^ by which France was daily manning fliips 
of war and privateers. But Mr, SewaJI, Mr. N. Smith, and 
many other members, who alfo wilhed to put a flop to the imme- 
diate evil, were not willing to do it, however, by eftablifhing a 
principle thai would for ever prevent a law of perpetual allegiance. 
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good reafon for rejecting theft claufes. There was 
a mutual obligation, Mr. S. faid, between a govern- 
ment and all its citizens. The government owed 
protection to its citizens, and citizens owed obe- 
dience to their government. Thefe duties were 
mutual and co-extenfive ; and fhey might as well fay 
that government could abandon its citizens when it 
pleated, as that citizens could delert their govern- 
ment when they pleated; yet he would allow that 
government might, on certain occajions, legalize ex- 
patriation, but not on the ground of a citizens having 
a right to expatriate ivhen he pleafed. He fbould 
have no objection to take up the fubject at a time 
when they could do jutlicc to it, but he thought 
the prefent was not that time*. 

The queliion for firiking out the 6th feci ion wasT 
put and carried, 54 to 41. The 7th fection, which 
was as follows, fell of courfe : 

" That all perfons who fhall exercife the right 
of expatriation, according to the laws of the United 
States, fhall be and are hereby prohibited frora 
becoming citizens of the United States for ever 
hereafter." 

Mr. Harper propofed an amendment, which was 
intended to introduce a new principle. As the bill 
now. flood, no perlbn could go into foreign fervice 
without incurring the penalties therein provided; 
t>ut he believed there might be cafes where it would 
be for the benefit of this country to allow perfons 
to go into foreign fervice: He therefore wiihed to 
ftrike out the words " the limit of the fame," to 
introduce thofe of <e without having firft obtained 
leave from the Prefident of the United States/' 



* This fpeech of Mr. N. Smith is worth attention ; and it 
ihouJd be remembered that a very great majority of. the found part 
of the Houfe were of his opinion. 

Mr, 
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Mir. Dayton (the Speaker) moved to ftrike out the 
words moved to be (truck out by the gentleman 
from S. Carolina, with the addition of the word, 
" without/' As the bill flood, he laid, there was 
a provision againll: citizens who accepted and ex- 
ercised a commiflion within or without the limit* 
of the United States ; but none againft thofe who 
accepted it within, and exercifed it without the 
limits. He was againil lodging the power propofed 
in the Prciident, for reafons affigned by the gentle- 
man from Virginia. Nor did he think it would be 
attended with advantage for our citizens to go 
abroad to learn what could not be learnt at home; 
he believed, if fo, they would learn more vice than 
virtue, and bring home a greater portion of evil 
than good. 

After a few obfervations from Mr. Harper and 
Mr. Sewall, the quefiion on the amendment was 
negatived, 44 to 39. 

Mr. Dayton hoped fome remedy would be applied 
to the evil he had mentioned, and that they ihould 
not report fo imperfect a bill. 

Mr.- Sewall fuggefted a way in which it might be 
remedied in the Houfe. The Committee accord- 
ingly rofe, and the Houte took up the amendments. 
Having come to that for firiking out the 6th and 
7th fections, 

Mr. Nicholas thought it would have been better 
to have avoided taking up this fubjeel: at preterit 
— but, having taken it up, if the bill paiTed at all* 
he believed it had better pafs with fome fuch regu- 
lations as the preient. As to the doctrine of per- 
petual allegiance, he did not think it could fiud 
many advocates in this country. It would, indeed, 
be difhonourable for us to hold out fuch a doctrine, 
after inviting people to come here in crowd: from fo* 
reign countries'*. This doctrine, he faid, would 

* Aye, there's the rub. 
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arTecl a third or a fourth of the whole people of 
this country. He thought, therefore, the right of 
expatriation ought, at leaft, to be confirmed here, 
as an example to other cotmtries *. 

Mr. IV. Smith, in anfvver to his colleague, pro- 
duced the cafe of Talbot, and the opinion given by 
the Secretary of State, and by the Judiciary Court, 
on that occafion, in favour of the right of expa- 
triation. 

Mr. Giles thought there could not be a doubt in 
the minds of Americans on the fubject of expa- 
triation. Indeed, he faid, this was the foundation 
of our revolution; for they were not now, he 
laid, to be told they owed allegiance to a foreign 
country. It had not only been the ground of the 
revolution, but all their ads had been predicated 
upon this principle. He referred to the acl re- 
fpecling the rights of naturalization, which makes 
ever)* new citizen fwear to fupport the conftitution 
of the United States, and to renounce all other al- 
legiance. 

Mr. Savall infifted upon the policy of preventing 
the renunciation of allegiance, without control. 
The treaty of fence with Great Britain, he /aid, had 
d/jjbhed our allegiance to that eountry, hy acknow- 
ledging our independence -j~. 

Mr. Thatcher did not think the principle was (o 
important as it had been confidercd. The great 
emigrations which we every day faw to this coun- 
try, might quiet their appreheniions of many going 
from it. lie did not think one man a-year would 



* And what nation, does he imagine, would be ftupid enough 
to follow this example } 

f This is a complete anfwer to Giles's quibble, and it is, in- 
deed, the only tenable ground. It is the only good title that 
Americans plead. To plead any other right to a transfer of their 
allegiance, is to fet up a dangerous principle, is to fet up the 
right o£ defer t ion, treafon, and rebellion, 

i take 
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take advantage of the expatriation clauie, for fifty 
years to conie, which could be no great object, 
efpecially when it was confidered that thefe would 
probably be the leaft valuable of our citizens. 

Mr. 0/*Vifaid, that when this bill was firft re- 
ported, thefe claufes (truck him unfavourably ; but 
a little reflection had convinced him of the pro- 
priety of retaining them. — The palling of this pro- 
vifion, he faid, would not affect the conflitutional 
right with refpect to expatriation, wherever it 
might be. This bill did not relate to perfons emi- 
grating into the Spanifli or Engl ilk territories, but 
to perfons expatriating themfelves, and engaging in 
the fervice of foreign countries. 

The queftion on agreeing to .the repor^ of the 
Committee of the whole to reject the fixth and 
feventh fections of the bill, was taken and loft; 

57 to 34. 

All the amendments having been gone through, 

Mr. S. Smith moved to poftpone the further con(i- 

deration of the bill till the firjl Monday in November ; 

which was carried, 52 to 44 # . 

Naval Armament. — Thurfday, June 22. The 
order of the day in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
was the bill for " providing a naval armament." 



* Thus the whole bill received the go-by. — It was beft ; for 
the Houfe was gotten upon the moft ticklifh ground that ever an 
American Legiflature walked over. Pass the bill, and you 
eftablifti, by law, the dangerous and deftructive right of tranf- 
ferring allegiance ; you add, indifference for one's country., ingrali- 
Mr, and even treafon to the rights of man, — Reject the bill, 
and you tell the world that, though you are determined to make 
all naturalized citizens forfwear their allegiance to other ftates, 
you are refolved to preferve- the allegiance of your own ; and 
that, though you plead your right to the feamen of Great Britain, 
who are in your fervice, you are refolved no nation (hall ever 
plead any fuch right to yours, 

Mr. 



i#6 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

Air. Giles moved to introduce a feclion, to pre- 
vent the Prefident from employing the three frigates 
as convoys to foreign ports, inttcad of the lection 
which now authorized him to do it. 

Mr, Parker thought it would be highly impro- 
per in them to dictate to the Prefident how he 
ihould ufc thele vdfels. He wifhed that to reft on 
the broad bafis of the Prefident's refponfibility, and. 
would, therefore, agree to ftrike out the feclion al- 
together. 

Mr, Giles afked, whether to afcertain the objeft 
upon which theib veffels (hould be employed, was 
a legiflative or an executive act ? It was certainly 
legiflative. They ought to fay to the Prefident—* 
" Here is the force, and there is the object *.** It 
was faid, they had already given an opinion to the 
Prefident, with refpecl: to the difputed articles in the 
French treaty : he now wilhed a law to be pafied in 
conformity to that opinion. They were often 
charged, Mr. Giles faid, with a want of confidence 
in the Prefident. He was free to own he had not 
much confidence in the prefent Prefident. . His fpeeeh 
at the opening of the feffion had deftroyed all his 
confidence : but, however high their opinion might 
be of the Executive, they ought not to. lodge impro- 
per powers in his hands -j~. 

The 



* What a pretty ** Executive .'" It is a mere farce, then, ta 
talk about the power of the Prefident. Giles would treat him. 
mi ft like a fubaltera officer. There is a galley for you ; go audtak 
that privateer if you can. " Here is the force, and there is the 
object.*' What pretty work fuch an Executive would fooft 
make in Great Britain ! 

+ There was a highwayman, who, when about to receive fen- 
tence of death, wanted to ("wear the peace againft the judge, for he 
really thought he had a defign upon his life. Of this nature is M- 
Giles's fufpicion of the Prefident. His fpeeeh a;t the opening of 
Congrefs <* deftroyed the confidence" of the Monfieur, as com- 
pletely as the exordium of the Judge " deftroyed the confidtm 

of 
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The queftion for finking out was carried without 
a divifion. 

Mr. Giles then moved to infert the feclion before 
propofed, to confine the ufe of our frigates to the 
protection of our coafls and commerce, within, the 
iurifiHQibn of the United States* 

Mr. S. Smith faid they had been called together, 
becaufe the French had committed depredations on 
pur commerce, and refufed to receive our Minifter. 
He took notice of the different acts which they had 
palled this feffton, till he came to this, which, in 
his opinion, if our veflels went sout to fea, would 
)ead to war, and therefore he wifhed to have them, 
limited. When our Commiflioncrs arrive in 
France, faid he, the French Directory will afk, 
" For what are you arming f Your Congrefs has 
f c been called together for the exprefs purpofe of 
*' taking meafures againft us." They would add, 
f* Di/arm, or we will not treat wrthjyou" 

J$r. Brookes was furprifed to hear a gentleman 
declare that we were brought to fuch a fituation 
that we could not take up arms in our own defence, 
yrithout offending a foreign -nation. He was the 
more affected at the declaration, becaufe it came 
from an American Joldier. " Barras," fays the gen- 
tleman, " will fay to the Commiflioners, Go home 
f* and lay down your arms, and we will then treat 
" with you." He hoped the gentleman would 
retract this humiliating fen^nce *. 

The 

of the poor knight of the poft ; and the Jofs of confidence, to the 
iufpccTted parties, is much about the fame in both cafes. 

Mr. Giles is happy he has loft nobody's confidence, for he 
never wa9 confided in by any body but his " adored" people, a 
few pf the outcaft of Virginia. A man accuftomed to plead the 
caufe of 'fraudulent debtors, was well calculated to defend the con- 
duct of a plundering Republic. 

* Never did this, or any other country, witnefs fo humiliating 
afcene, as the fitting of this day. A bill is brought iu for em- 
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The queftion was put and negatived, 52 to 44.— 
The following day, the bill having been gone 
through, Mr. R. Williams propofed to amend the 
firft fcdtion of the bill, by adding, after empowering 
the Prefident, fhould he deem it expedient to caufe 
the frigates to be manned and employed, " pro- 
*' vided they lhall not be employed as convoys." 

Mr. Giles hoped this amendment would be agreed 
to. He wiihed to define the object for which thefe 
veflels (hould be employed, that there might be no 
milunderfianding on the fubject. Mr. G. infifted 
that the French nation had a right to inquire of 
our Commiflioners for what we were arming, and 
if this amendment were agreed to, it would be a 
fuflicient anfwer *. 

ploying veflels in defence of our coafts, and a member propofes to 
keep thofe veflels within gun-fhot of the (hore, for fear of of aid- 
ing the enemy, againjl wbofe robberies and infults that Jbore is to It 
defended ! Another is afraid that arming may be dangerous, be- 
caufe he looks upon it as certain that the enemy will order us to 
lay dozvn our arms, before tbey ivill bear our complaints ! Humi- 
liated, fallen, degraded (late ! This is ** unconditional fubmijion" 
with a vengeance. If thefe men fpeak the fentiments of the peo- 
ple, I would fooner be a Weft India negro, than a citizen of Ame- 
rica. To live in ab(b!ure bondage is no diflionour : there have 
always been bondmen ; but to be (laves while we boaft of our 
freedom, to fuffer our necks to be pinched with the yoke, till we 
can hardly wheeze out our vaunts about liberty and independence'. 
this is a date to be envied only by the guilty mifcreant at the 
bottom of his dungeon. 

* Farmer Giles " infifted t|pt the French nation had a right 
*' to afk our Commiflioners for ivbat *ve were arming," and, 
therefore, he wifhed to pal's the amendment, by way of anfwer to 
this modeft queftion. But, pray, Farmer, would it not have been 
as well to let the Commiflioners frame their own anfwer ? It i* 
fomething new, I believe, to prepare and to publi(h an anfwer 
to a queftion that has not yet been a(ked. The French have, ac 
cording to the doctrine of their corrupted faction in this country, 
a ri^bt to do any thing and every thing, while independent America 
has a right to do nothing at all. There is no action of the infer- 
nal Jacobin defpots, which has not been juflificd, even within the 
walls of Congrefs ; and yet, in this ftate of things, there are people 
flupid enough to believe that no fort of danger hangs over us. 

Mr. 
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Mr. JV. Smith laid, if this amendment wert 
agreed to, it might go farther than it was meant t< 
go. The frigates might not be able to protect th< 
trade of the United States at all. He did not fnp- 
poie they would be employed in convoying oui 
veflels to the Welt Indies; but if this provifioi 
faffed, it would not be poffibte for them to prote< 
our trade from the Capes of the Delaware to the 
Capes of Virginia. 

Mr, S* Smith faid, if he underilood the amend- 
ment to go to the length which the gentlemai 
from South Carolina reprefented it to go, he ihoub 
certainly be oppofed to it ; but he believed it onl; 
went to prevent the frigates from being employee 
as convoys to foreign ports. Merchants, he fald, 
who carried on a fair courfe of trade , would not afk 
for convoys ; they would with to run the rifk ao< 
go alone ; for, if they went under convoy, the pro- 
bability would be, that, from a number of veflels 
tailing together, they would glut any market to 
which they might go, and confequcntly lower the 
price of their cargoes; but merchants who wifhed 
to go into rebel ports, would wifh to be convoyed 
and the flrft convoy that went on fuch a bull nets, 
he was confident would produce war *. 

Mr. Veiwble faid, from what fell from the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, he fuppofed he would 
be fatisiied- with a fmall amendment, That gen- 
tleman fuppofed that the prefent amendment would 
prevent the frigates from convoying our merchant- 
veifeU from one part of the Union to another. 
This might be remedied, by adding, u to any fo- 
" reign port or place. 1 ' - 



■ 



* I can nor help reminding [he reader here, that it will be 
graved, in the courfe of this work, that the veiTela of this Samuel 
Smith (ivhoiaa great merchant at Baltimore) were, at this veiy 

protedi&ns 

irtuout 
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Mr R, ll'il 1'i.ints contented to make this a part of 
his amendment, winch, thus modified, was now 
carried, 47 to 35. 

The Committee rofe, and the Houfe proceeded to 
coufidcr the amendments ; the firft which came 
It. ration, was that for confining the 
frigates from being ufed as conv. 

1//. Sit hoped this amendment would not 

prevail, lie was at a tofs to account for the change 
of lentiment in the Houfe iirtce yefterday ; he 
thought it was then (he opinion that they ought to 
provide the force, and, when provided, leave it to 
the difpotal of the Executive; and that if he thought 
proper to employ the frigates in the protection of 
our commerce beyond the jurifdiction line, he 
fiiotild be authorized to do fo. He yet entertained 
this opinion. It was a little extraordinary, he laid, 
that thofc gentlemen who had, on a former occafion, 
quoted the articles of the armed neutrality, Should 
forget one of the raoft important ; he meant that 
which lanctioncd the right of convoying their trade 
in lime of peace, to protect: their neutrality againft 
the aggrefhons of belligerent powers j which doc- 
trine had, by a iblemn act of her Government, 
1 acquiefced in by France. This being the 
cafe, and feeing that the Prefldent of the United 
Strifes, in his fpeech at the opening of the feffion, 
had declared his opinion, that veflels ought to be 
provided as a convoy to our commerce, and know- 
ing no principle in the law of nations to the con- 
trary, he was furprifed the right fhould be called in 
qucftion. He hoped no act of that Houfe would 
juflify fuch a fentiment. Another glaring incon- 
litiency. Gentlemen admitted that the frigates 
were to be emp!o3 r cd for the protection and defence 
of our commerce; but he alked how this could be 
effected, if they were not to be employed in the way 
of convoys ? He did not mean for a number of 

(hips 
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-ftnps together, but for tingle vefTels. But it was 
laid that citizens who carried on an honell trade, 
would not atk a convoy. How did this appear? 
If there had been none fuch, he would allow that 
there was no neceiftty for a convoy or naval force ; 
but. If there had been aggrefiions, they muft have 
been upon the fair trade of this country, and per- 
Ibns employed in this trade were entitled to protec- 
tion. Why, he aikedj were they always told of 
our commerce being forced into the rebel ports id 
(he Weft Indies, and that war would be the confe- 
quence ? Was it to be fuppofed that the Preltdent 
would wantonly go into this bufinefs. He hoped 
they fhould do what the circum fiances of the coun- 
try required, and not profufely lavifh money which 
could aniwer no good pur pale, fince the injuries 
committed within our jurifdiclion, compared to 
thoie mflained upon the high teas, were not worthy 
of being named. — If any protection was gi^en f 
therefore, it fhould be extended beyond the Jurif- 
diction line. But it was faid three frigates were in- 
competent to the protection of the trade of the 
Uotted States ; but they might be competent to 
protect: a part of it ; and if three frigates were not 
effectual, it was the duty of that Houfe to provide 
fuch as would be effectual. But if this force would 
not be able to meet the naval power of any 
European country, it would be able to keep ofl? 
privateers and piccaroons, and therefore be of fome 
fervice. 

Mr. Swauwiek faid, he felt himielf called upon to 
give his reafons for voting againft employing the fri- 
gates as a convoy to our trade. He looked upon the 
force as wholly inadequate. But it was faid it might 
be brought to operate in part He was, however, 
afraid that, in attempting an object to which they were 
not equal, they might, in the Weft India feas, en- 
danger the lofs of the veftels tbemfelves; for, when 
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the privateers and cruiicrs in thofe feas learned that 

\u: had triples out, they would become more acrima- 

ll could not, lie (aid, be fnppoied that the pre- 
fent war in Europe could be of long duration, nor 
could it he expected that we fhould he competent, 
vhilft it lafted, to give complete protection to our 
commerce ; lie thought^ therefore, it would be much 
l>cttcr to trtifi €tith\h to ffl , than to rifk thefe 

veilels as a convoy ; and if the trade was not worth 
carrying on, after having paid theenfurancc, he would 
give H V He wiibed lo avoid taking any meafure 
nil nijihi lead to war; for, if that were to lake 
place, we fhouM fuller infinitely more than we now 
luffer from any depredations committed upon our 
commerce. Our trade in the Weft Indies, lie laid, 
r r as in fome degree protected by the rival inter* : 
the contending powers in thofe leas. They had 
Jicard (and he owned it was with no fUafant Jettj 
\e iitarif tt ) ihat our vtffch had Jailed under Hrittjh con- 
voys hi that quart cr\ ; lb diat the trade, in fotnc de- 
gree, 



*So that, in order to keep the rafcally pirates in a good hub 
and entitle their forbearance, we are to keep our frigates within 
gun fhot or" the 111 ore ! Why then, Monfieur Swanwick, in the 
name of ail that's crawling, fwifldlmg, and treacherous* why did 
you vote for the appropriations for equipping and manning thefe 
irigateFi if you thought "it would be better u truft entirely to enfn- 
rati'c, tbuti rjk tbem as a cenvpy?" 

The loi's of one of our frigates, he faid, he flicultl moft fcnfihly 
regret, " as it won id call a damp on the germ of our navy." You are 
no/armeir-, Mi ntitur, or you would have known that moijhtre call: 
on the *trm of any thing tends to make it gr&m and Jiourifb* It 
jihjA be conklTed that the little man, fiily as he is, has fallen upon 
a certain method of preferving our frigates from being either cap- 
tured or bear. If they never go out of the reach of our batteries, 
the devil's in it if any body can take them. However, in tfvs 
cafe, the exptnfc of gsrw might certainly be faved.' A man of flraw 
wants nothing better than a dagger of lath. 
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gree> protected itfelf by the intereft which it holds 
out to the parties. If the frigates were to be em- 
ployed as convoys, he did not believe the rates of en- 
durance would at all be lowered ; for he did not find 
that even the Britifh, with all the force they had in 
the Weft Tndies, could effectually protect: their mer- 
chant-veffeis againft the French privateers. Befides, 
he fhould look upon the lofs of one of the frigates as 
a very unfortunate occurrence ; it would caft a damp 
upon the germ of our navy, and would be a difcou- 
fagement to the voting of any more money for that 
object* This he lhould moftfenfibly regret. The fri- 
gates might be of fome ufe in the protection of out 
fcoafts and jurifdiction, without running any of the 
rifks which he thought would be run in fending them 
out as -convoys. Coming from a large commercial 
vity, as he did, he mould never be backward in his 
fupport of an effectual naval eftablifhment ; but, for 
the prefent, he thought it beft to keep the frigates 
about our coaft* 

Mr, Gallatin faid, as he meant to vote againft the 
paffing of the bill, he would briefly ftate his reafon 
for doing fo. He knew only of two arguments in fa- 
vour of the bill ; the firft, that it was neceffary du- 
ring a time of peace to lay the foundation of a navy ; 
the other was, that the frigates being built, it would 



Englifhman ! His father was a petitioner of King George ; and his 
mother, who lives under his roof, and whofe loaf he (hares, now is, 
I believe, a penfionerof the fame King ; yet the rancour he enter- 
tains againft his generous King and country is fuch, that he would 
rather your vefiels were to the very laft fejzed and condemned, 
your failors rotting in French dungeons; and yourfelves reduced 
to his own miferable (ituation, than that you fhould derive protec- 
tion from a Britiflx (hip of war ! Yes, we know that you " come 
" from a large commercial city" and all the world knows it to our 
fhame. I look upon this boaft as a premeditated infult, as a fpe- 
cies of defiance to the people of property in this city ; and if it does 
not at another election produce the proper effeft, we deferve to 
be yoked by pairs, and fold like cattle at the market. 

P 3 \vi 
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operto man them. As lo the propriety of hav- 

b navy, lie did not mean to go generally into 
the fiibjed ; but he would make a few obfervations 

• our fituation for engaging in an eftablilhment 
ot this kind, Suppofe that navies were nerefli; 

ipeaa nations to increale their power or to pro- 

their commerce, thefe considerations did not 
apply to our preient circum fiances. In order to prove 
ihi*, it was only neceiVary to take a view of our 

aild the expenfe of a fleet. The amount of re- 

ie from the ift of April, 1 796, to the 1 ft of April, 
1 797, received in the Treafury, was 7,400,000 dol- 
lars ; a fum which by far exceeded that of any former 
year : and he did not think that the permanent reve- 
Due of the United States could be well expended 
beyond that fum. For infrancc, he did not think 
that nine millions could be railed from the people 
without oppretflion. Indeed, by the belt calculations 
of the quantity of circulating medium In the coun- 
try, it was not allowed to exceed eight millions ,- and 

did not believe that any nation could raife a 
larger fum in taxes than was equal to the amount of 
their circulating fpcrie. He Ihould therefore vote 
againfr this bill, becaufe he did not believe we could 
raife revenue equal to the cxpente of fupporting a 
fleet ; for, although we had a large capital in land. 
we had but a final I quantity of circulating medium ; 
and hom our fcattcred fituation, that medium cir- 
culated much flower than in fraaller compact conn* 
tries; and it mull he allowed that the quantity of 

iuc which could be railed depended on the 

unt of circulating medium. 
Mr, Gtles laid he ihould vote agatnft the palling 
of the bill. He thought a navy would be a great 
evil for this country* Our great intereil lay in the 
foil ; and if ever the vitals of the country were to be 
drawn together for the purpofe of protecting our 

commerce 
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Commerce on the tea, he fhould greatly lament it. 
He believed the defpotifm of nations kept pace ac- 
cording to the ratio of expenfe of their Government. 
He was forry to (ay that he was more and more con- 
vinced that it was the confiant aim of fome gentle- 
men in that Houle to increafe the expenles of om 
Government, The propriety of eftab hilling a navj 
had fcarcely been ever lerioufly confidcred ; it v 
firft begun under an alarm, and it had been continu- 
ally carried on by the fame means. Mr. G. advertei 
to the methods employed to raife men by prcfTLng ii 
all countries where navies are eflablifhed ; and in- 
filled that navies and prefs-gangs were infeparable ; 
for j laid he, the wages of feamen arc now thirty dol- 
lars a month, and when men are wanted for the fri- 
gates, the price will doubtlefs be increafed, and the 
prefs-gang rnuft be reforted to, or the navy muft be 
abandoned. 

Mr. Harper agreed that our Government depended 
upon the affections of the people for its fupport ; but 
how were thefe affections to be gained ? It was by 
protecting them with a dignified, enlarged, and con- 
tinned policy. By thefe means the country would 
become flrong ; and if the people faw their Go- 
vernment, kom the paltry idea of expenfe, aban- 
don its rights, they would not care what became of 
it. The principles of the gentleman from Penuiyl- 
vania would be correct, if national rights, dignity, 
and honour could be fettled by cuunting-houfc cal- 
culations. If fo, all governments might be aban- 
doned; no public meafure could be carried into ef- 
fect : tince it could not be faid of any, that it produced 
as much money as it coil: ; but if they were ufeful in 
protecting the rights and liberties of the country^ 
they were certainly more to be prized than money. 
He denied that navies in every country were fup- 
ported by prefs-gangs ; thofe of Holland, Sweden, 

p 4 Denmark, 
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;nmark, France*, and Portugal, were fupportcd 
■ ithout imprciTment ; and in England, a very froall 
proportion of the men employed on board their fleet 
were imprciicd. It was only on Hidden emergencies 
that this practice was rcforted to. All that would be 
ncccflary in this country, would he, to give fomewhat 
higher wages than the Biitith. He hoped, therefore, 
the bill would pats. 

Mr, Nicholas had always been of opinion that ihe 
expenfe of thefc frigates was a ufelefs expente ; he did 
tot believe a cafe could happen, except within our 
>wn jurifdidhon, where thefe vcifels could be of ad- 
vantageto us; but, notwithflranding this was his opi- 
nion, he fliould vote for the pa fling of this bill, be- 
came he faw the fen time tit of that Houfe and o 
public was trrongly in its favour, from a perfuafion 
thai the meafure was necefl'ary, and that the thing 
\\ oufd be a continual topic of difpute until it \ 
carried into effect. He was willing, therefore, to let 
the vefFels go to lea, believing that nothing ihort of 
actual experience would convince the fupportcrs of 
this meafure that it was ufelcfe, expcniive, and inju- 
rious ; and hoping that', after one year's experience of 
the plaything, finding money was of greater value 
than the frigates, all parties would concur in the re- 
ljoquiHiing it. 

A/r. Sewaiifnidt that the arguments which bad been 
ufed again ft this bill for the protection of the trade 
of the United States, went to fhow that commerce 
was ufelefs, and that the protection of it would be ex- 
pensive beyond any profit which could be derived 
from it ; and forne who voted for the pairing of the bill 
did it from the proferTed motive of giving the thing a 
trial, that it might afterwards be abandoned. Gentle- 
men who depend upon agriculture for every thing, 

* Mr* Harper was certainly joking about France. They hzve 
no need to prtft in that free country, where the whole people of the 
rountry are in a ftate of rtquifition^ which is no other than a thte of 
rttt* 

he 
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lie faid, need not put themfelves to the expenfe of 

■protecting the commerce of the country ; commerce 
was able to protect itfclf if they would only fufFer it 
to do fo. Let thofe States who live by commerce be 
fepa rated by the Confederacy — (Mr, Varnum withed 
to know if this was in order.) Mr. S, went on. He 
had in his eye people who lived by commerce, and 
he could not underhand that they lived by the mere 
good will of the Union.— ^Let them, laid he, be aban- 
doned : hut let it be done before they are reduced to 
poverty and wretched nets. Their collected induftrjr 
and poverty were equal to their own protcftio - ) ; and 
let other parts of the Confederacy take care of them- 
felves. 

After fome further debate, the amendment retrain- 
ing the President from employing the .frigates as con- 
voys, was put, and carried, 70 to 25, The bill then 
palTed. 

When, however, the bill, thus haggled and mu- 
tilated, came before the Smite, they, without much 
helitation, fent it back withdifdain. This furniihed 
BUS excellent opportunity for the French faction to 
endeavour to defeat the bill altogether ; and, 1 here- 
fore, the amendments of the Senate were no fuoner 
read, than New, of Virginia, moved to pottpone all 
further confideration of the fubjeel to the rirtt Mon- 
day in November. 

This motion having been rejected, the amend- 
ments were taken up, beginning with the principal 
one, viz, that reflecting cotrvoys. The Senate woul;! 
not agree to prohibit the President from cut ploying 
the frigates as convoys. Nicholas moved thai 
Houfe lb on Id in jiff ; and his motion was loft bu 1 1 >y 
vote. A motion was then made from (lie other fide 
of the Houfe to recede ; but this was loft alio, and a 
middle eourte was determined on, A Committee 
was appointed to confer with the Senate on the fub- 
jecl: of the difference ; the refult of which conference. 
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was, the Senate agreed to recede from all their other 
amendments, but from that refpedling convoys they 
would not recede. 

The bill was now taken up for the laft time jn the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives ; and after very ilrenuous 
efforts on the part of the French to defeat it altoge- 
ther, it was put to the vote, and carried (with the Se- 
nate's amendment ), 57 to 47 *. 



Spani/h Affairs. — The treaty with Spain, which was . 
concluded jufi after the treaty with Great Britain was 
made, makes provifion for the mode of fettling the 
difpute, which had long exifted, refpedling the boun- 
dary line between the territories of Spain and thofe 
of the United States. There is no doubt but this 
buiinefs would have been fettled very amicably ; but, 
after the treaty was made, and before the American 
Commiliioner went off in order to run the line, the 
poor King of Spain had made peace with France ; and 
it was doubtlefs by the order of the villains of Paris, 
that every difficulty was thrown in the way of the 
American Commiliioner. — The following reports of 
the Secretary of State give a full account of the mat- 
ter. 

Department of State, June 10, 1797. 

The Secretary of State refpeclfully reports to the 
Prciuient of the United States the fubftance of the 
information received the 8th inft. from Andrew Elli- 
coit, Efq. the Commiliioner of the United States ap- 
pointed to run the boundary line between their ter- 
ritory and his Catholic Majefty's colonies of Eaft and 
Welt Florida. 



* If any proofs were wanting of the exiftence of a French fac- 
tion, of the exiftence of a powerful French influence in America, 
the debates on this bill have moft amply furnifhed it. If the French 
defpots had had reprefentatives in the Congrefs, they could 
not have diicovered more zeal in their caufe than was difcovered by 
nearly one half of the members. 

Although 



Although Mr. Ellicott left Philadelphia in Sep- 
tember, 1796, to proceed by the Ohio and Miffiflippi 
rivers, to the Natchez, the place appointed by the 
treaty with Spain j at which the Commifuoners of 
the two Governments were to meet ; yet, owing to 
the lowncfs of the waters of the Ohio, he did not 
teach its mouth en til the j yth day of December : 
two days after which, both the Ohio and Mifllilippi 
were almoll frozen over. On the aitl of January 
the ice began to give way, and their itore-boat ar- 
riving on the 28th, they proceeded on the 31ft for 
the Natchez. On the 21ft February Mr. Ellicott 
received a letter from his Catholic Majeilys Go- 
vernor, Gayofo de Lcmos, dated at the Natchez the 
1 7th February, mentioning the information he had 
received of his approaching arrival^ attended by a 
military guard and fomc woodimen ; and deuring 
that the troops might be left about the mouth of 
Bayon Pierre ; alligning for his reafon, that thereby 

. ry unforefeen mifundedlanding between the troops 
of the two powers would be prevented. With this 
requeft, from views of accommodation, Mr. Ellicott 
complied, Bayon Pierre is about 60 miles above the 
Natchez. 

On the 24th February Mr. Ellicott reached the 
Natchez, and immediately by a letter acquainted 
Governor Gayofo of his arrival. The Governor on 
the fame day returned an anfwer. The day follow- 
ing they had an interview, and fixed on the 19th of 
March to proceed down the river to Clarkfeville, 
near which it was fuppofed the line would com- 
mence. The Monday following, February 27th, 
Mr. Ellicott wrote a letter to the Baron de Caronde- 
let, his Catholic Majefly's (Governor General of Loui- 
liana, and the Commiilioner named by the Court of 
Spain for afcertaining the boundary line, to inform 
liim of his arrival at the Natchez as the Comrmflloner 
of the United States. The Barons anfwer, dated 
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*h ift, was revived ttie 9th ; and on the fame 
Governor Gayofo waited on Mr. Ellicott, and 
1 formed hint that the Baron, in contequence of in- 
N low, had declined to attend, 2nd 
Kit ilit: whole bufinefe had devolved on him. Mr. 

lisfa&ion, because he ex- 
1 thai lie (Governor Gay ofo ) would be inirac- 
iatctv ready to proceed* The Governor anfwered, 
time thai I be loir ; but I fear I fhall not be 
by the 19th ; and although the Baron declines 
g on account of iln* bufmefs which demands bid 
tit attention at Orleans, he is, neverthelcfe, 
: (irons of having an interview with you ; and, for 
lat purpofl\ ha* ordered a galley to be fitted up lor 
root ute and accommodation to New-Orleans."- -Mr. 
illicott con Juki cd that the third article of the treaty 
rith Spain required the Commifli oners for running 
ic boundary line to meet at Natchez ; and then, 
;ing at this poft, it waa his duty to remain there 
mt il the Spani Hi Commifiioncr fhould be ready to 
cd with liim to the place where the line fhould 
nnmenee -, and therefore he declined the Barons 
invitation. 

On the 27th February Mr. Ellicott encamped at 
the upper end of the town of Natchez, about a quar- 
jr of a mile from the tort occupied by the Spanife 
roops i and two days after hoifted the flag of the 
s. Upon this he received a verbal mcf- 
'Yoni Governor Gayofo 3 by his Aid, Ma^or 
linor, defiring the flag might be taken down; 
hieh Mr. Ellicot declined doing. The requeft 
/as not repeated. Here Mr, Ellicott began his 
litrouomical obfervations, and found the hill on 
which he v as encamped, to be in latitude 3 1° 33' 
4G", or about 39 miles north of thefouth boundary 
of the United States 

In this Situation Mr. Ellicott was told alarming 
ftoties about the unfavourable dilpoluion of the fn- 

2. dians 
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dians, under an idea that the United States were 
meditating their definition. The whole iettlement 
was for fame days fwarming with them ; and they 
frequently went about his camp with drawn knives. 
For his own fafety, lie frequently i filled provitions to 
them. Thus critically cirenmflanced, he, on tht 
1 ith of March, wrote to Governor Gayofo the letiei 
to which he received the anfwer, But in the mean 
time Mr, Ellieott had tent an cxprefs to the com- 
manding officer of his efeort (confining of only 
twenty-five men), which, in eomplaifance to the 
Governor's firft requett, he had left fixty miles up 
the river, to come down dircclly to the Natchez. 
And being determined not to countermand this order, 
he, on the 1 3th, wrote to Governor Gayofo the letter, 
propofing Bacon's Landing, about a mile below his 
camp, tor the ftation of his eicort ; but before this 
letter was fent he had an interview with the Go* 
vernor, who undertook to prove the propriety and 
neceflity of the whole party from the United States 
going down to Clarke's Place, and clofed hisrcalbn- 
ing by obferving, that if the efeort did land at the 
Natchez he fhould confidcr it as an infult offered to 
the King his mafter. Mr, EHicott then telling the 
Governor that he fhould fend him immediately an 
anfwer in writing, obferved, that the detire which 
was constantly manifefted to draw him from that 
place (the Natchez) appeared lingular, as it was de- 
signated in the late treaty between his Catholic Ma- 
jciiy and the United States, as the place of meeting 
fortheCommiflioners; and, therefore; that he fhould 
reject every proposition that was intended to draw 
him from his prefent tit nation, until the Commiffioner 
and Surveyor on behalf of the Crown of Spain 
were ready to proceed to buflnefs. To which I he 
Governor replied, " Sir, you either miftake my 
'* meanings or I have expreffed my felf very badly. 
i( I do nut want you to leave this place, but, on the, 
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— •.-= :i:r y.v: to take up your 

-' • . •■ :■: * v : " 1 live there much 

: ■! -::ir. :: i : :v.1." Mr. EIHcott 

•. \..* ::\w'\ nv-e agreeable than a 

- .;:r. ■ L:e er; oyed an independence 

v.* .:^ "•.:: •- h.i 1 the honour to rc- 

^ . .. L".c .••'■'.' ::<::. ::_: M:. liiLicott lent his 

.. ./ . ■ o :"a—. % i^;. rcc.ived the Governor's 

.... .■.■.—../.::£ h:* e::::rc fat '.station with Mr. 

. ? . .:::::: jr.:<. a? uniformly agreeing with his 

. . . . v v rv '.'...-£ v.r.ich could combine the mutual 

:. ,%c:::::^ :'/.>.% inj, March 15, Mr. Ellicott's 

:':•. cd j: :L:e Landing, and the next day went 

. .1 •..-.■ •/"/..J L.e had propofed for their ltation. 
. - r of :::e cfcort having found in the l'ettle- 

vr 01 " dcierter* from the American arrav, 

v-.ii »o : i-'. : ? occarioncd lbme verbal commu- 

. » . » .\ i-.*v k".\ Governor Gayoib and Mr. Ellicott, 

,.v. .'.J liiig the deiertcrs might be diliniifed. 

.. ..vrcupon propofed thi-s arrangement: 

. v.- ur* from the army of the United States 

o ■!'.:: country, and took the protection 

..'. Government prior to the time fixed 

.. . or '.lie evacuation of the polls, ihould, 

. v • -main unmolciicd ; but that fuch as 

mi country finrc that time Ihould be 

• v ■ * .md detained. 

.* Mr. Ellicott's cfcort arrived, the 

v artillery was taken out of the 

. vo Landing, and every appearance 

e\acuation; but on the 2 -2d of 

• \ was ufed in carrying cannon 

■ ch were immediately remounted. 

w\ to the inhabitants of the dif- 

'Mnifcltcd a deli re of bein«r de- 

v I'nited States, and at once to 

. n .. « ••jrilllielion. In order to quiet 
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the minds of the inhabitants, and to he able to give 
them fome reafons for the Governor's conduct, which 
now began to be confidered as hoftile to the United 
States, Mr. Eilicott, on the 33d of March, wrote the 
letter which was followed bv a note, to which he 
received the Governor's anfwer. This anfwer con- 
taining information that the important butinctsof run- 
ning the boundary line ihould foon be commenced, 
and an afiurance that nothing could prevent the re^ 
ligious compliance with the treaty, Mr. Eilicott ex- 
prefled his iatisfaclion in his letter to the Governor^ 
No. 12. 

It being now reported that the American troops 
would be down in a few days, the Governor lent by 
his Aid, to Mr. Eilicott, an open letter from the Go- 
vernor directed to Captain Pope, who, it was (aid, 
commanded thofe troops, informing him that for 
fundry reafbns it would be proper and conducive to 
the harmony of the two nations, for himfelf and the 
detachment under his commnnd to remain at or near 
the place where the letter fhould meet him, until 
the polls fhould be evacuated ; and as every prepa- 
ration was making for that purpofe, the delay would 
be but a few days, when he would be happy to tee 
him at the Natchez. This propofal to Captain Pope, 
the Governor » in his letter, detircd Mr. Eilicott to 
fecond. Upon reading the letter Mr. Eilicott obferv- 
ed to Major Minor, that it was impoffible for him 
to join in the Governors requeft to Captain Pope, as 
it was well known to him (Mr. Eilicott), that, iuflea4 
of evacuating the pofts, they were making them more 
delenliblc. However, Mr. Eilicott laid he would 
write a letter to the officer commanding the detach- 
ment, and requefled Major Minor (as he was to be 
the bearer of the Governor's letter to the Walnut 
Hills) to take charge of it ; to which he had no ob- 
jection. 

On 
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On tin .Sth of Ma rch the Governor iflued the 
proclamation bearing the date of March 29th, and 
another bearing the fame date, with the avowed ob- 
ject of quieting the minds of the inhabitants ; but 
they produced a contrary effect. As foon a* the 
Governor thfeovered this, he requeued two gentlemen 
of the fcukment to inform Mr. Ellicott that he, the 
Governor, had received directions from the General 
in Chief, (he Baron de Carondelet, to have the artil- 
lery and military it ores cxpeditioufly removed from 
oris, which were immediately to be given up to 
the troops of the United States upon their arrival. 
Great pains were taken to inculcate this report ; but 
t remove fufpicions. In order, therefore, to 
obtain a dire<t explanation, Mr. Ellicott, on the 3 ill 
of March, wrote to the Governor the letter, enclo- 
sing two paragraphs of an addrefs he had received 
from a number of refpeciablc inhabitants of the dif- 
tiict. The Governor's anlwer, of the fame date, 
enn firmed every fntpieton, as it contained an explicit 
declaration, that his General had given him poiitive 
orders to fufpend the evacuation of the pofrs until 
the two Governments ihould determine whether the 
works were to be left ftanding or to be demolished ; 
and until, by an additional article to the treaty, the 
real property of the inhabitants ihould be Secured, 
agreeably to his proclamation, in which the Governor 
thought proper to tell the inhabitants that negotia- 
tions were on foot between his Catholic Majefty and 
the United States, for the adjuftment of that olher 
latter. It may not be improper to remark that no 
fuch negotiation had exifred, and that this is the 
firil time that thefe objections to the evacuation of 
the poll 3 have been heard of. This peremptory de- 
claration of Governor Gayofo requires no comment. 

Mr. Ellicott (ays, that, with the exception of about 
eight peribns, including fomc officers, all the inha- 
bitants 
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bitants of the Natchez dlftriet (within the limit of 
the United States) are defirous of coming under their 
juritdietion, and to have a government eftabliihed 
there, fimilar to that north-weft of the river Ohio. 
My inquiries enable me to add, that the population 
amounts to nearly four thoufand fouls. 

Mr. Ellieott further informs that he has not only 
reaibn to believe, but is certain, that many grants foe 
lands in that dirtrict have been given out by the of- 
ficers of the Government of Louitiana, imce the 
ratification of the late treaty, and that their furveyors 
are now executing the furveys. 

On the 1 8th of April, when Mr. Ellieott was fold- 
ing up his difpatches, he received from Governor 
Gayoib the letter complaining of the enliftment of 
perfons in that di'hiet as an infringement of the 
rights of his Catholic Majefty ; and reque fling that 
the perfons enlifled might be difcharged ; to which 
Mr, Ellieott immediately returned an anfwer, ob- 
serving that the matter required inveftigation ; but 
alluring Governor Gayoib that he would be careful 
neither to infringe the rights of the fubjects of his 
Catholic Majefty, nor willingly futfer thofe of the 
citizens of the United States to be infringed. 

The bearer of Mr. Ellicotf s difpatches informs me, 
that before be left the Natchez they had heard that 
two gun-boats were preparing at New-Orleans to 
bring up reinforcements ; and fince his arrival 1 have 
received information which, connected with this 
detail of facts, is entitled to belief — that about the 
10th of May, three large boats full of troops, be- 
tides a parly by land, let off from New-Orleans for 
the Natchez — it was added, for the purpoie of driv- 
ing oft" the continental troops that had taken pal"- 
lcilion, agreeably to tbe late treaty, 

Tjmotiiy Picketing. 
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jfdJitioual Report of the Secretary of State to the Pre- 
JiJcnt of the Untie J Slates , of the Proceedings of tk 
Officers of his Catholic Maje/fy, in relation to th 
Vojls occupied by hit Troops within the Limits of the 
United States , the Boundary Line, and other A£tttert 
therewith counseled. 

On Thnrfday laft, the 19th of June, I rco 
farther difpatehes from Andrew Ellicott, Efq. the 
Commifttoner of the United States at the Natchez, 
dated the 10th of May laft, of which an extract and 
copies, numbered one, two, and three, are fubjoined. 
By thefc it appears, that a new motive has been af- 
figned by the Commander in Chief, the Baron de 
Carondelet, and Governor Gayofo, for It ill retaining 
the poflTeffion of the. potts of ihe Natchez and Wal- 
nut Hills, and for (rrengtbening the fortifications, viz. 
to guard againfi an attack by the Brift/h from Canada* 
This motive being derived from information commu- 
nicated to the Baron de Carondelet by the Chevalier 
de Yrujo, the Mini tier of his Catholic Majefry to 
the United States, it appears neccrVary again to bring 
before the Pretldent my correfpondence with the 
Spaniih and Britifh Miniflers on that fubjeet. 

Although the Mini iter declared he had juft reafons 
for fut pee ting an expedition from Canada was pre- 
paring by tlie BritiHi again ft the upper parts of 
Louisiana, yet he never mentioned a lingle facl or 
icalbn ou which lits lufpiciou was founded. From 
all the exiftiag circumlfamces, I ever believed the 
fufpicion to be gronndlefs ; and the note of Mr. 
Li ft on, the Britilli Minifter, of the 19th laft month, 
declares that no men expedition has been, or is in* 
tended by the Britifh Government. 

On the 16th of March lair, by the Prcfidenfs di- 
TccYion, I inquired of the Minifter of his Catholic 
Majefiy whether the Spanifh troops had been with- 
drawn, agreeably to the treaty, from the territory of 

1 'the 
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the United States ; and if not, what orders or mea- 
fures for withdrawing them had been taken. To 
this the Minifter anfwered on the 17th of April, that 
not having for fome months heard from the Baron de 
Carondelet, he was " deprived of any information 
ct touching the fieps taken for the execution of the 
" treaty.'* Neverthelefs he had previoufly informed 
the Baron de Carondelet of his fufpicions of a pro- 
jected expedition from Canada ; for on the ift of 
May it is offered by Governor Gayofo as a new 
reafon for continuing to hold the pofts. 

On the 24th of June laft, the Minifler of his Ca- 
tholic Majerty wrote me the letter, in which he un 
dertakes to give the fubftance of two letters from the 
Baron de Carondelet, and which about a week before 
he had orally tranflated to me from the Spanifh ori- 
ginals. Thele letters (as appears by the detail of 
them now given by the Miniiter) exhibited divers 
complaints againft Mr. Ellicott, whofe conduct is 
afiigned as the caufe of an alleged mifunderflanding 
between him and Governor Gayofo, and of the delay 
in commencing the running of the boundary line. 

One article, however, the Minifter has omitted in 
his recital. The Baron de Carondelet complained, 
among other things, that Mr. Ellicott had not given 
him notice of his arrival at the Natchez as the Com- 
miilioner on the part of the United States for running 
the boundary line between their territories and thofe 
of Spain. I was aftonifhed at this complaint, as I 
had then lying on my table Mr. Ellicott's letter to 
the Baron, dated the a 7th of February, only three 
days after Mr. Ellicot^s arrival at the Natchez, an- 
nouncing his arrival as the Commiffioner of the 
United States for the object above exprefted, and 
two copies of the Baron's anfwer, dated at New- 
Orleans the ift of March, one of the original Spa- 
nifh, and the other a translation in Englim, acknow- 
kdging the receipt of Mr. Ellicotts letter, and 

4 2 " COTk^^Vi- 
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'* congratuUtirjg liim on his arrival in that conn 

i racier of Commiifioner on ihe part 

" rlu? Untied States, to run the dividing line between 

u Ihe territories of bis Catholic Marti v and the 

I immediately presented t 
copies to the Mini tier, in whom the repugnance of 
faeTt to atfrrtion excited the natural (en fat ion ; but 
foon recollecting himfelf, he made this apology for 
tin- Karon, that he fuppofed that he-did not contider 
Mr. Ellicottfs letter as official., This letter and Ihe 
tr.infl prion of the Baron's anfwer have been already 
laid before Congrefs and publiihcd. 

The f.i .— J have here .hated relative to the com- 
plaint of the Baron de Carondelet, which the Span till 
Minifter has omitted in his detail^ appeared tome 
important to be laid before you, to be coniidered 
tlier with the other complaints which the Minifier 
Has recited. As to the complaint that Mr. Ellicott 
** attempted to get poircflion of the Natchez fort by 
•* fiirprife, and that the Governor Gayoib has in 
** his power documents which evidently prove the 
* : intention of that attempt ;** I have examined the 
two gentlemen who have brought Mr. Ellicott *s dif* 
jiatchc-s, and they declare that they never heard of 
imh an attempt being made or intended by Mr. El- 
Jirott ■ and that, far from exciting difatlcction to 
the Spanifh Government in the minds of the inha- 
bitants of Natchez, he uniformly recommended pa- 
tience and fubmiffion, until the Spanifh jurifdiclion 
ihould be withdrawn. 

Upon a view of the whole correfpondencc, now 
and before fubmittcd to the President, it appears that 
the Governors of his Catholic Majclly on the Mif- 
ftiltppi have, on various pretences, poitponed the 
running of the boundary line, and the withdraw! 
ot his troops from the poits they occupied within the 
territory of the United States ; that after repeated 
overtures, promiies, and appearances of commencing 

the 
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the execution of the treaty between the two na- 
tion?, in both thole refpecls, their condadt de- 
m on Urates that for an indefinite period they mean 
to avoid doing either ; that there is but too much 
rcaibn to believe Mr. Ellicott's fufpicious well 
founded, that an undue influence has been exercitcd 
over the Indians by the officers of his Catholic Ma« 
jehV, to prepare them for a rupture with the United 
States ; thefe fuipicions correfponding with other in- 
telligence recently received by the Secretary of War, 
and by me. Mine is by a private letter from Colonel 
Sargent, the Secretary of the territory north -weft of 
the over Ohio. 

Whether this plan of exciting the Indians to direct 
hottilitics again ft the United States has been con- 
templated and promoted by any of our own citizens, 
it may be difficult to fay ; but that one or more of 
thote citizens have proposed and taken meaiures to 
detach the fouthern Indians from the interefts of the 
United States, and to deftroy the influence of the 
public agents over thofe nations, and thus to defeat 
the great objects of their appointment, the chief of 
which is to preferve peace, is certain. The evidence 
of this important fa<5l will be laid before you by the 
Secretary of War, That evidence having a reference 
to the Britifh. Minifter and his Government, I took 
the liberty of addreffing to him a letter, dated the iifc 
inftant, to which I received amanfwer. 

Asclofely connected with this bufinefs, I lay before 

Jrou the copy of my letter, dated the 27th ot April 
aft, to Charles Jackfon, Efq. the DiftricT: Attorney 
of Georgia, reciting a paftage in a letter from the 
Spanifh Miniiter, dated the 21ft of April, declaring 
his polltive knowledge that the Engl i fh had made 
proportions to General Clarke of Georgia, to obtain 
iiiuencc in that State, in conjunction with fome 
perfons who might make a diverfion or lerious attack 
sgainit Florida. By Mr. Jackfon's- anfwer, from 
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which an extract h herewith preferred, It appears, 
that, after diligent inquiry, he could not find any 
perlbn that knew any thing of the bufinels, or that 
entertained a belief of the kind : and that from 
General Clarke's known violent antipathies to the 
Englifh, and other ci re um fiances, he doubted the 
truth of the report altogether*. 

All which is refpecl fully fubmitted. 
Department of State, Timothy Pickering* 
J^yz, 1797. 

Fremk Depredations. — In consequence of a refolu- 
tion of the Houfc of Reprefcntatives, calling for 
information refpecYing the depredations on the com- 
merce of the country, the following report was laid 
before them, 

/>or/ of the Secretary of Sfate t refpeB'mg the 
Depredations committed on the Commerce of the United 
States, fmce the \ji of Oclohcr^ 1796. American 

* There are certain mifcreants in this country who have the 
impudence to talk of the bad faith of Great Britain ; but let them 
now compare her conduct, in the execution of treaties, with that 
of the natural atttti. The forts (he poflefTed were delivered up to 
an hour, and every other part of the treaty (he punctually adheres 
to, while France is in the open violation or her treaty, after having 
long enjoyed its benefits, and while Spain pays no more attention 
to hers than if it were a ballad or a farce. And yet we find wretches 
impudent and vile enough to endeavour to perpetuate an ill-found* 
cd» and, to us, definitive prejudice againft Britain; a nation 
whofe friendfliip is of iueftimable value, and not more valuable 
than fincere. Had Great Britain detained the Weftern pofis but a 
day beyond the time fixed for their delivery j had flic behaved to 
our officers as the Spaniards have to Mr. Ellicctt, what execrations 
would not have been vomited forth again ft her! Mr. Dayton (the 
Tioneft Speaker) would have had his confiscating irons in the fire to 
a moment, and Monfieur Smith, of Baltimore, would have a^ain 
called forth " the American youth, whofe independent hearts ittai 
*' Bigk fi»r an ppportunity U Jignall'&e their valour." But now tfwt 
the infult, the wrong, come from the Spaniards and the French, 
it it all very welt. Not a finglo voice is raifed to vilify and (•curie; 
the American youth are as gentle as htmbij their hearts, which 
•whilom beat fo high, now lie as lumpifh as a Heel dumpling, 

veifdi 
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veflbls have been captured tince the ifl of October, 
1796, by the armed veffels of Spain, Great Britain, 
and France. Of captures by Spanifti cruifers, one 
was the polacre Independence, Captain Robertfon, 
laden wholly on account of the United States, with 
ftores for AlgierSj in purfuance of the treaty with that 
regency : fhe was taken on the 16th of February 
laft, at the entrance of the Straits of Gibraltar, and 
carried into Cadiz, The polacre's papers were per- 
fectly clear ; among others, fhe had a fpecial paflport 
under the hand of the President of the United States, 
and the great feai thereof, declaring the veilel to be 
the property of two citizens of the United States 
(whofe names were inferred in the paflport), and that 
the cargo was wholly the property of the United 
States, and deftined for Algiers. She had alfo the 
paflport of the Dey, The General of the Marine 
had cleared the polacre and cargo, but the owners of 
the privateer appealed to the tribunal at Madrid, and 
on the 31ft of March there had been no decifion 
known at Cadiz- 
There have probably been a number of captures 
by Spanifti crullers, although not particularly fpeci- 
fied : the Conful of the United States in one of the 
ports of Spain, having informed that a! molt daily 
American veflels were taken and brought in by 
French and Spanifh privateers. 

Captures and JofTes by Britifh cruhcrs, the Secre- 
tary prefumes, havsmt been numerous ; for the citizens 
of the United States having, thefe three years paft, 
been accufiomed to look up to the Government for 
aid in profecuting their claims, it is not to be doubt- 
ed that generally thefe cafes have been reported to 
the Department of State. An abstract of fuch as 
have been communicated is annexed. 

In order to prefent a clearer view of French de- 
predations, it will be neceflary to notice the rules 
which the has prefcribed to her cruifcrs and tribunals. 

a 4 && 
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As applicable to captures madefincelafll October, 
e dc miir Directory of the 2d of 

ly, 1796, merits the fhft attention. It announces 
duct, of France towards neutrals vvill 
ulated by the manner in which they fhonld 
fuller the Engl lib to treat them. At Malaga and 
( iz, the French Confute have interpreted this de- 
cree to authorize the capture and condemnation of 
Am*] fids for the tingle circumftance of 

their h ingdeitined to a Britifh port Bat its fullcft 
efYcc"r has been produced in the Weft Indies, whofc 
feas Iwarra with privateers and gun-boats v 
have been called forth by the latitude allowed to their 
depredations by the indefinite terms of that d 
and the explanatory orders of the agents of the Di- 
ry at Guadaloupe and St. Domingo. Two of 
thefc decrees have been already communicated to 
'ongrefs*, and it may be only rcouifite here to refit 
to them. 

At Guadaloupe an order was ifiued by Vtclof 
Hugues and Lebas, dated the ill of February laft, 
authorizing the capture and condemnation of all 
neutral velTels bound to certain enumerated ports, 
which it is pretended in the decree were delivered up 
to thcEngHilij and are occupied and defended by 
emigrants; and alfo of fuch veffcls as fhould be 
cleared out generally for the Weil Indies. This de- 
cree refers to and enforces a decree of the 24th of 
December, 1 796, iiTned in conformity with the decree 
of tlie Executive Directory of the 2d of July, 179A 
fo far as it is not departed from by the decree of the 
17th of February lait. The decree of the 24th of 
December has not been received at the Department 
of State ; but is fuppofed to direct the conJifcation 
of the cargoes of neutral vefTels bound to or from 






• In the report o£ the Secretary of State, dated the zyth of 
feb, 1797. 
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Britifii ports, occupied by them before the prefenl 
war. For it appears, that whilH they have conhfca- 
ted both vefTels and cargo, in cafes which fall withii 
the fcope of the decree of the ifi: of February, thej 
have fpared the veflel, and confiscated only 
cariro, where flie had been bound to or from fuch 
acknowledged Britifh port. 

The agents of the Directory at Cape Francois, by 
their decree of the 27th November laft, direct 
capture and bringing into port of American vcfl 
bound to or from Britifh ports, there to remain 111 
it fhould be further ordered. This further order w* 
afterwards Iflued ; it will appear by the copy of th< 
condemnation of the fhip Pattern, of New- York, 
by which it will be feen, that, like the Con mis at 
Malaga and Cadiz, they interpret the decree of the 
Executive Directory of the ad of July lah\ as autho- 
rizing the condemnation of American vefleltf, merely 
hecaufe bound to or from a Britifh port. 

To the foregoing fucceeded the decree of the Ex- 
ecutive Directory of the ad March lafr, which hi 
been communicated to Congrefs during the prefent 
feflion. That copy of the decree was taken from 
newfpaper, and is now found to be imperfc^, A 
tranflation from the decree, us officially puLilifhed by 
the Directory, is annexed to this report, Although 
we do not yet know what is its operation, yet it can- 
not fail to produce very great vexation and lofs to tht 
American commerce ; the documents it requires 
prevent confifcations. not having been before declared 
mdifpenfable, or demanded, and no time being al- 
lowed for the veffels of the United States to provide 
themfelves therewith, 

Befides thete feveral decrees, and others which, 
being more limited, the former have fuperieded, the 
old marine ordinances of France have been revived, 
and enforced with feverity, both in Europe and in 
the Weil Indies, The want of, or informality in a 
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bill of Jading — the want of a certified lift of the 
pafTengers and crew — the fupercargo being by birth 
a foreigner, although a naturalized citizen of the 
ed States — the deft ruction of a paper of any kind 
foever — ind the want of a fea- letter, have been 
deemed iufficient to warrant a condemnation of Ame- 
rican property, although the proofs of the property 
were indubital 

The Weil Indies, as before remarked, have exhi- 
bited the moft lamentable fcenes of depredation. — 
Indeed, the conduct of the public agents and of the 
rommif Honed cruifers there, has furpafled all former 
examples. The American veflels have not only been 
captured under the decrees before mentioned, but, 
when brought to trial in the French tribunals, the 
vcffels and cargoes have been condemned, without 
admitting the owners or their agents to make any 
tic trncc. 

This teems to be done fyfiematically, and for the 
obvious purpoie of enfuring condemnations. By 
this numftrous abule injudicial proceedings, frauds 
and falfehoods, as well as fiimfy and ftiamelefs pre- 
texts, pats unexamined and uncontradicted, and are 
made the foundation of leniences and condemna- 
tion, 

The pcrfcns alfo of our citizens have been beaten, 
iufulted, and cruelly imprifoned ; and in the forms 
uted towards prifoners of war, they have been ex- 
changed willi the Britiih for Frenchmen. American 
property going to, or coming from, neutral or even 
French ports, has been feized ; it has even been for- 
cibly taken when in their own ports> without any 
pretence, or no other than that they wanted it. At 
the fame time, their cruifers are guilty of wanton 
and barbarous excefles, by detaining, plundering* 
tiring at, burning, and diftrefling American vefTels. 

Official papers to prove the very numerous depre*-- 
dationa on our commerce, and the atrocities an*^ 

abuie^ 8 
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abufes attending the capture and condemnation of 
our veffels and cargoes by French cruifers and tri- 
bunals, not having been publicly called for, few have 
been received. Of former claims for injuries com- 
mitted fince the beginning of 1 793, and of which a 
report was made to the Houfe of Representatives on 
the 27th of February laft, a very imall proportion 
had been fatisiied j and for a contlderable time no 
payments had been obtained. Under this diftant and 
difcouragitig profpetTt of obtaining compensation, the 
citizens tuffering by more recent French depredations, 
have generally omitted to prelent accounts of their 
lolTes ; and they have in many cafes had no oppor- 
tunity of getting the evidence of the condemnations, 
which arc attainable before the tribunals of other na- 
tions ; the mock-trials, as before obferved, being very 
often carried on, and fentences of condemnation 
pronounced, in theabfence of ihe American owner, 
matter, or fupercargo. 

Such documents as the Department of State is pof- 
feflTed of, concerning thefe depredations, are annexed ; 
and to them is added a concife abftra<5t of the cafes. 
Thefe fupport the principal facts above flared, and 
fhow the nature of French depredations. To fupply, 
in fome meafure, the want of official papers, an 
examination has been made of two newfpapers pub- 
lished in Philadelphia — the Gazette of the United 
States, and the Philadelphia Ga7xtte, from the lil 
of July, 1796, to the prefent time. Between the 
1 ft of July and the ift of October few captures 
were made, the decree of the Dired/tory of July the 
ad, not being in general operation until October. — 
This examination was chiefly made prior to the call 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives for a report on this 
fubjeft, with a view toatcertain the number of French 
captures, and the circum trances attending them ; and 
the rcfult of the whole is annexed. It is regretted, 
(bat the, time did not permit a rc-cxamination of thofc 




papers 

I be Bnli fh cm tiers. The editors of thofe two 
gazette* agree in laying, that no great attention 
the ftibjetft, for the purpoie of inferting 
nil the captures which were publifhed 
in the various other newspapers ; yet the number 
collected exceeds three hundred, of which but few 
nation. The evidence anting from 
the multiplied and concurrent publications of theft: 
facts in the newfpapers, fome of them certified by 
the n mailers of the captured veflels, can- 

not fail of producing a conviction of the reality of 
the evils represented. 

There have hcen frequent accounts of attempts to 
effect condemnations, by bribing the officers and 
Jcamcn of our v effete to fwear falfely ; but ii 
referred to times when offered bribes were 
and threats defpifed, to endeavour to accompHfh 
the object by torture. This was inrlu": 
French privateer, The evidence of the fact ap- 
pears in the proteil of Captain William Martin, 
Matter of the fhip Cincinnati^, of Baltimore ; in 
which he is fupported by the teftimony of his mate, 
and one of his feamen. A copy of the protell is 
annexed, together with an extract: of a letter from 
Mr. King, Minifter of the United Slates in Lon- 
don, who examined Capfain Martin's thumbs, and 
fay 5, the marks of the torturing /crews will g& with 
him to his grave. 

AH which is refpect fully fubmitted. 

Timothy Pickering *, 

Deparhnerit of State,, 



J: 
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* Extralt from the Trotd* of Captain Martin. — " And thq 
fa id Mailer for hi ml elf now faith, that the officer and crew of the 
latter vcilcl examined the papers relpefting his laid vefiel .uid, 
her lading, and exprefled no doubt that the (hip was an Amc, 
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It will be remembered that the democratic mem- 
had called for a report of this fort, respecting 
th depredations; but the President thought it 
belt to tend them one, including thofc of their 
friends the French alio. It may caiily he fuppofcd 
that they felt much alarmed at the profpeA of the 
publication of a report like this; hut, certainly, no 
one, not thoroughly acquainted with their impudent 
devotion to France, would have thought it pu: 
for them to attempt to prevent fuch a publication. 
This, however, they templed not to do $ and 
Giles* the brazen-faced Giles, was the leader on 
the occafion. 

The pipers having been read, Mr, Giles moved, 
i( that the above papers be referred to a feh& 

Committee, to print fuch as would be ujeful to the 

Hmfer 

This quefiion was negatived, 50 to 40, and a 
motion carried for printing the whole* 

Mr. Giles then called up the motion which had 
fome days ago been laid upon the table, refpe&ing 
an adjournment *« 

Blount 



lu-an, but infiftcd the cargo to be Englith property, and attired 

him if he would acknowledge it to be fo» his full freight thould 

be paid, and he have a prefent of one thoufand pounds ; which 

overtures the fain" Mifter would not pay any other attention to, 

than declaring the whole property to belong foJely to Aqnilla 

Erown, of Baltimore aforefaid, merchant. W hereupon the Frent/r 

ivid tht /aid Ufa/fet In the cabin of the fiud brig, 

fbt btm in torture to txtort a titttaratittn that the /aid cargo runs 

tluttjb prsptrtj) for nearly four hottrs, but without having its de- 

ireil effect ; when a veiTel heaving in fight he was liberated from 

he barbarous punifhment he had undergone," 

* The oppofition members have appeared very anxious to 
prove, that there is no fuch thing as a Frtmh faHion : but let any 
fend to the proceedings of this day, and then judge for hiro- 
Tbe Prefklent fends a mefiage, accompanied with docu- 
ments, relative to the depredations of the French.— What does 
. Giles do ? The moment the papers are read he makes a 
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.77/ thr Senator, — The laft affair of any ira- 
manec that tame before Congrefs, was the 
t peach men t of IVtU'mm Blount. Bat the pro- 
ceeding m this bufineis will be better detailed in 
the furamary of the next fefiion of Congrefc. 

I. — Monday, July 10. Oo motion of 
Mr. Ornt, a Committee was appointed to wait upon 
I'reiident of the United States, in conjunction 
with a like Commit lee from the Senate, to inform 
him that the two Houfes were about to adjourn. 
The Committee waited upon the President accord- 
id reported his acqutefcence, and his gmd 
Viifkei for the fafi arrival of the members at their 
tl fames* The Hnufe adjourned till the fecond 
Monday in November *, 

Tuesday, 



morion for referring them to a fdc& Committee, in order lo prevent 
their being publicly debated upon, or published in the newfpapen; 
in order to keep the infrmy of the French out of the fight of the 
people* When the Biitifti treaty was on the carpet, this fame 
taction, bellowed out for papers ; Give us the papers, faid they ; 
the people, the lovereign people, ought to be acquainted with 
every thing \ *' a republican government ought to have no fecrcu™ 
But now, behold, the people are not to be informed of any thing 
at all, Ifcauft' that information mujl tend to excitt a jufi indignatiaii 

iin/1 France, 
/hen this fmothering motion was loft, and the Houfe deter- 
mined to have the whole of the papers printed, then Mr. Giles 
called up the motion rtfpeBing an adjournment* He faw ? X fup* 
pofe, that, the longer they fat, the more danger there would be, 
and was therefore willing to get away as loon as pofiible. Indeed 
his farm may require his care at the approaching feafon. Happy 
man ! his fields bear twice a-year. No fooner has he got in on« 
bar v eft, than another calls for his fickle. 

* And thus ended a feffion of Congrefs which has coft the 
country about eighty or ninety thoufand dollars, without render- 
ing it one Angle farthingiwonh of fervice ; but which has, on 
the contrary, done it a vaft deal of mifehief, by giving the ao 
curfed enemy an affurance that we are a divided people, and by 
degrading the national character in the eyes of the whole world. 
When American courage and fortitude (hall in future be boafted 

of, 
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Tuesday, 11 th July. 
French Perfidy. — Our readers will recollect that 
the valuable veflel, which has been faid to belong 

to 



of, there will not be wanting fome one to quote the fpeeches of a 
Dayton, a Giles, and a Swanwick. The firft declared he was 
ready to give up every thing to France, our independence only ex- 
cepted } the fecond thought the beft means of averting the " juft 
** vengeance of the Republic, was to abandon all connexion with 
*' her enemy ;" and the laft, the Reprefentative of the firft city in 
the Union, did no care how great our conceffions were, and had 
the bafenefs to fay, *' that he mould have no obje&ion to our 
Envoy's " having the word EQ.UAl.ITT written on his forehead^* 

The Prefident told them he wijhed them fafe at their homes; an<ft 
1 dare lay, if the truth were known, he mod heartily wifhed that 
he might never fee their faces again ; of the greater part of them* 
at any rate. I'll engage he'll never call them together again, and 
that the days on which he will, in future, be obliged to meet them, 
will be the mod vexatious of his life. 

What a mortification it muft have been to v him, to follow the 
Houfe of Representatives through their bickering, faltering, 
flbuffling proceedings ! to hear one half of thofe whom he had 
called together, to aid him in repelling the aflaults of a plundering, 
ferocious, and infolent enemy, pleading the caufe, and openiy 
juftifying the conduct of that enemy ! 

The Prefident might, indeed, derive fome confolattoh from the 
endeavours of the found fide of the Houfe ; but thefe, lb long as 
they were without effect (and it is to be feared they ever will), only 
ferve to expofe us to the derifion of the world, by difcovering, 
on every fide, and in the moft obvious point of view, the rotten, 
rafcally faction, that would have difgraced the Diet of Poland, or 
the Divan of France. 

Titles of Afts pajfed this SeJJion. 

1. An aft prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of 
arms and ammunition, and for encouraging the importation 
thereof. - 

2. An aft to prevent citizens of the United States from priva- 
teering againft nations in amity with the United States. 

3. An act to provide for the further defence of the ports and 
harbours of the United States. 

4. An act authorizing a detachment of the militia of the United 
States. 

5. An act in addition to an act, entitled, " An act concerning 
the regiftering and recording fhips and vetiels." 

4. tat 
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(o Meflrs. Davy, Roberts, and Co. but which was 
the folc pn If. William Davy, was cap- 

tured at 1 lie- of our river, during the truly 

jxtraordinary illltou of Congrefs. The following 
dls relative lo the capture, are well worthy the 
mention of our merchants, particularly thofe who 
ire not yet perfectly cured of the French fever. 

This fhip was captured off the Capes of Dela- 
ware, on the z$d of May lali, by the French 
>rivateer Le Pandour, Captain Garafcan, and feat 
ito Curracoa, The Captain (Perry) arrived on 
"ueftjay, and informs, that upon their arrival at 
Curracoa, he found there a French frigate, the 
Commander of which, on examination of the 
fancy's papers, cenfured Garafean fevercly for the 
ipture, as did alio the Governor of the place, who, 
:ontcious of the illegal ity of the meature, would 
fufFer no procefs to be iiFued, — But, infamous to 
relate, upon opening the pott office bag, a number 
of letters were found, written by Frenchmen in Phtfa- 
ieiphia t tending to invalidate every evidence contained 
in the papers, and hajely deneuficmg the jhtp and < 
m Bnglijh property. The Pretident's fpeech to Con- 
jrefs, which was alfo found among ft thofe letters, was 
alfo produced as a certain evidence of an approach- 
ing rupture between their nation and America. 
The vcifel was then ordered to another port, not- 
with landing every exertion made in her favour 
the American Conful, Mr. Philips, and Captain 
Perry, wbofe life was threatened if he attempted to 
go on board. He has brought his proteft, and 

6. An a& directing .the appointment of agents, in relation to the 
fixth article of the BritiQi treaty. 

7. An a£t providing a naval armament. 

S. An actio akertain the time for the next meeting ofCon- 
gidi. 

9. An aft for laying duties on flamped vellum } parchment, and 
paper. 

3 other 
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other evidences in proof of the above atrocious pro- 
ceedings. Captain Perry informs, that Garafcau 
appeared to have accurate information of every 
vend expected to fail foon from this port, and in 
particular that he was then looking out for the 
lhip Hmdoftan, belonging to MefFrs* Odter and 
Boufquet, brothers. 



Wednesday, ia tb July. 



' 



Haley, the American Traitor* — We are affured 
that Captain Nathan Haley, who was (aid to be 
taken in the Hare, was himfelf the man who con- 
ducted her into France. It teems Captain Haley 
went to France a few days before the fhip failed, 
and returned. The lhip was taken by a boat, and 
on trial it was necefTary to identify the captor, when 
Captain Haley himfelf appeared, and proved him- 
felf the man, by producing his commiflion. Cap- 
tain Haley appears in France in the national uni- 
form of a marine officer, and is fitting out a pri- 
vateer. A reprefentation of the circumftances of 
this capture has been made to the proper authori- 
ties in France, — This intelligence is from refpectable 
and undoubted authority. 



Sparti/b Mmjfier.^We hear that Don Sans-culotta 
de Carmagnoia Minor is preparing another Diploma* 
tic Btunderbufs, " Forewarned, forearmed ;' but, 
whether armed or not, it is to be hoped that no- 
thing difcharged from that molt contemptible quar- 
ter will ever fcarethe people of America. 

Celebrations of the 4th July, — The Boflotl Centi- 
nel has the following remark : " The celebrations 
of the 4th July have been fphndid and dignified ; 
and if they are the genuine efiuiions of the hearts 

vol. vi. a of 
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of the celebrators, they muji convince the European 
world that it is the fixed determination and ardent 
wiih of Americans to be really indt V 



Thursday, 15 th July. 

Frenchmen and the Mayor of Norfolk — The fol- 
lowing moft curious correlpondence is taken from a 
Norfolk paper of July 6. 

Hie Fiee-conful of the French Republic to the Mayor of 
Norfili; 
Sm, 
1 cannot pals over in fllcnce the accumulated out- 
rages that have, for this fome time pair, been com* 



* I am forry to differ in opinion from the Editor of the Cen> 
tinel; but I cannot allow that the fylendld celebrations ofiheyb 
of ydy tuill convince the European wcrld that it is the hxed deter- 
mination and ardent wifh of Americans to be really independent. 
To know the determination of American s, the HuiopeaD worH 
will look to the proceedings of Congrefs, to the fober decisions of 
the Legiflature, and not to the hally crTufions of mirth and in* 
toxication. Every marl of fenfe and experience knows that the 
valour which is iufpired by drink, is very apt to evaporate with 
tije fames of the liquor- A government, to be afiured of the 
continuance of the i'upport of a company of toafters, muft take 
care to provide them with mountains of viands, and flafks inex- 
tiauftiblt. No; it is not the noife of blank cartridges, fflbing 
from the mouths of a few neglected rufry cannon ; it is not rh» 
cheers and fiwuts of the multitude, however often reiterated; 
it Is not firings of tortfta and fentiments, whether planned in a 
chiWilh committee, or farting voluntarily forth from the minds of 
the canvivts ; it is not any or all of rheie that will convince the 
world that we are united, ikady, and refolute, in defence of our 
independence. To produce fuch a conviction, men of property, 
and of real weight and confluence, muft come forward, united 
like brothers, and openly and boldly declare their refolution 10 
Jupport that government, on the uninterrupted operation of 
which, the enjoymenr of their pofleiTions, and even their very ex* 
ffteocci depend. Toafts will make but a feeble refinance to the 
knivej of a Jacobin army, on the points of which the. toaflers 

ji\\d become the wafted. 

mitted 
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mitted on Frenchmen refident in Norfolk. When 
intuits degenerate into alfaffinations, patience itielf 
is fubdued ; and I am bound to demand vengeance 
on cowards who unite in troops to opprefs and 
overwhelm a difarmed French officer, and who 
amply fupply in numbers their deficiency in courage. 
Many complaints of the nature of this have been 
made to your predeceffor in office, but they have 
remained without anhver or effect. I am about t< 
enumerate them, in order that I may not appeal to 
yourieverity and rigour before I ihall have addreftct 
myfelf to your juftice. In the month of March laft, 
Citizen Barney, Commander of the French frigates, 
having interpofed his authority to appeafe a riot 
which had arifen in the ftreets between feme French 
failors and feme Americans, was intuited, affailed, 
menaced, purfued to his lodgings, and but for his 
own rirmnefsandthe interpofition of the maglftrates, 
his life would have been endangered, The want of 
witnefs, and the ignorance ofthofe who were culpable 
in this affair, prevented at the time a recurrence to juf- 
ttee and to your laws. The day after this fcene, the Se- 
cretary of the French Confulfhip walking in the Greets 
with another Frenchman who wore the national cock- 
ade* were attacked with ftones, and obliged to fly, to 
prevent being wounded. Since that epc/ch, the Captain 
of Marines of the frigate Medufa was aflaulted by 
two men in the middle of the frreet, who beat him 
with canes, cut his head, and left him ftretched 011 
the fpot. In vain did the Commodore demand juf- 
tice j juftice was not granted. Finally, yefterday 
after dinner, an officer of the Medufa entering a houfe 
of entertainment where a Mr. Saunders (an officer 
of the fort) was, the latter, after throwing out invec- 
tives and imprecations againrl the French nation, 
infulted and ftruck the French officer, reproaching 
him at the fame time with having a Avoid, while he 
(Mr, Saunders) had none. The Frenchman directly 

£ 2 £pM^ 
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c his hanger to another officer who was m 
lent, and TcpeHed the attack in employing only 
the means that his adversary pofiefled; but, as 
he was tnurh the flrotiger, he had the "genera- 
lity to quit the unequal conteft; and the ma- 
gi ft rates making their appearance, lie, obedient 
to their voice, went ferurely into the Greet, trufting 
that the police of the town would keep him clear of 
afTa Hi nation. Mr. Saunders followed him, and pro- 
voked him with renewed fury, The French officer, " 
in defending himfclf, overthrew his adversary ; and 
in that inflant a hatter, named Johnfon, with feveral 
men, and one Lowties a crockery-ware man, 
threw thcmfclvcs on him, beat him, and had well 
nigh taken, his Hie — -not being able to fubdue him, 
they affaliinated him. Some Frenchmen in the 
hboarhood difengaged the officer, and got him 
me of their houfes. But his enemy, Saunders, 
thirittngfor blood, purfued him in his retreat, which 
Ought to have been lacred, and pufheel his violence 
and fury to the hurtling open the door, in order to 
fnatch his vi&im from his friends. If fuch cxceJTes 
are not fevcrely punifhed by the magistrates, if Gran- 
gers in this town are not under the fafeguard of tlie 
law of nations, if the lives of peaceable Frenchmen 
wearing the national cockade, or who belong to the 
fervicc of the Republic, are not protected by the laws 
of a country for which it ought to be remembered 
they have fhed their blood, 1 will give information 
to the French Government of their fituation, of their 
dangers, the repeated intuits they receive j and their 
cauie will be the caufe o{ violated humanity, grati- 
tude, and hofpitality. 1 would alfo obferve to you, 
Sir, refpecling the garrifon of the fort, that feveral 
Frenchmen wearing the national cockade, have com- 
plained of having been frequently infulted by the 
tbldiers who compofe it. I have now to pray you, 
Sir, to profecute with all the rigour of the law the 
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individuals whom 1 have pointed out to you, againft 
whom I am, in behalf of the French nation, as the 
accuier. 

Receive, Sir, the affurance of my perfect confidir- 
ation and refpect. Duhall *. 

Norfolk, zfth June. 

ANSWER. 

Sir, Norfolk Borough, June 29, 1 797. 

The letter which t had the honour to receive from 
you of the 27th inlr. I confidered it my duty to lay 
before a Court of Aldermen, fummoned especially 
for that purpoie; I have now to communicate to you 
the refult of our deliberations. We confider it as an 
evil much to be deplored, that when jealoulies arife 
between nations, however conieqnential the firft ag- 
greflions may be, circum (lances light in their na- 
ture fhall in future he magnified as proofs of difaf- 
fedlion. Permit us to obterve, that the charges in 

* In thofe fea- ports that have been citrfed with the company of 
French men of war and privateers, the inhabitants are too well ac- 
quainted with the infolent and licentious manners of the officers 
and failors, to be furprifed at this difturbance at Norfolk ; they ra- 
ther wonder how the people there have borne with them fo lone. 
To behold the monkey tricks, and hear the favage howlings for fix 
months, of a banditti of pirates who had robbed the American 
fhips employed in the pursuit of their lawful trade ; and to hear 
them openly menacing a repetition of it rs foon as an opportunity 
offered, would require all the patience of a frenchified Congress- 
man,, which is tenfold greater than that of a pack-horie : but 
when thefe provocations are aggravated by the pretence of a trw- 
tor at the head of them, ftrutting and Wintering defiance agaiutl his 

filundered and infill ted countrymen* the wonder is, that they have 
ufftred a fingle Carmagnole to fhow his aflailtn-iooking face on 
the fhore. 

Citizen Duhall's letter is a compound of falfehnod and impu- 
dence. A gentleman from Norfolk has affured us that Barney and 
his bloody-headed crew were the aggreilors in every inftance, and 
that they were, in fome meafure, encouraged to continue their in- 
fults by the crawling conduft of the former Mayor of Norfolk ; 
whofe letter to the powder-bound Commodore was a composition 
of bafenefs, not to be paralleled even by the fpeeches of Dayton and 
Swanwkk. 

r 3 *j«tt£ 
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your letter are, we think, fomewhat of the latter de- 
ft ripti on ; and while we approbate the fenfibiliry 
excited on the appearance of an affront to an indi- 
vidual of your nation, wc lament the cauie which 
brings that fenfibility into birth*. The cireum- 
itancc relating to Commodore Barney was duly in- 
vestigated, and , we thought, had been fettled much 
to the Commodore's fatisfaclion. The affront of- 
fered to the Secretary of the French Confulfhip was 
never known officially ; and permit us to allure you, 
that, if it had been known, every effort would have 
been ufed by the magistracy to punifh the offenders. 
With repeat to the outrage committed on the Cap- 
tain of Marines of the Medufa, a complaint was 
lodged with one of the Aldermen by him and the 
furgeon of the ihip : the Alderman who heard the 
complaint fent for the Commonwealth's Attorney, 
and a in confutation with him, left to the option of 
the injured officer the choice of binding the offeod- 
ers to their good behaviour (the only puniffiment 
which the laws of this State can inflict for breaches 
of the peace), or aprofeeution for the recovery of da- 
mages ; the latter was the choice of the officer 3 and 
fuch fuit is now under profecution. 

And as to the difagrecable difference between the 
officer of the French Republic and an officer of lh fi 



* What fort of fluff is this f Is it like the chief magifirate of a 
town defending the conduit of its inhabitants againft the pafitive* 
and unequivocal, and fnlfe accusations of an info lent foreign? 
"What doe6 the worfliipfnl tribe mean by our dijajfe&ion to France ? 
Are wc quite fubjngated to France ? And what does he mean, by 
deploring as a great evii t that any thing ihould be magnified bito 

J > roofs oi fuch difaffe&ion ? He modeiily tbhtks that the fans-cu- 
otte's complaints are fomewhat of a frivolous nature ; be af>p ri ~ 
bates (in Englifh approves of) thefenjtbiliiy excited, on the appear' 
ance, the mere appearance, of an affront offered to afingh Vrcfc 1 "* 
wmm, while he turnfelf bears the infill It heaped on the who's 
or Norfolk with the patwee of a flave drilled to fubmifHoa and ti& 
jaih. 

AjnenC^ 
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American army, the magistrates, however they may 
lament fuch difputes, do not hold themfelves bound 
to interfere in the quarrels of private individuals ; they 
will ever ihow a promptitude to a<t as confervators 
of the peace, but do not confider their interpolation 
as neceflary to enforce the laws of politenefs :--So foon 
as we underwood that hoitile purpofes were in medi- 
tation, an arreft was fent forward againfl: Mr. Saun- 
ders, for the purpofe of preventing difagreeable con- 
iequences. We forbore to extend our authority to 
the officer of your nation, agreeable to the tenth ar- 
ticle of the Confular Convention between our re- 
spective Republics, trufting to the interposition of 
your authority to f eftrain him. 

So far as relates to thofe perfons denounced by 
you as violators of the laws of hofpitality againfl the 
French officer mentioned in your letter, arrefts were 
immediately iffued againfl: Meffrs. Johnflon and 
L . The infults complained of by you, as of- 
fered to the citizens of the French Republic by the 
ibldiers composing the garrifon at Fort Norfolk, can- 
not be imputed to us ; that garrifon being under the 
command and control of a Continental officer, and 
without the limits of our jurisdiction : — a remon* 
firance to him, and not to ne, would, we think, be 
proper. Confcious of that rectitude of conduct 
which has ever governed the rnagiftracy of this bo- 
rough in the relation between them and the citizens 
of your Republic, we feel ourlelves hurt at the expref- 
fion, that *' juitice for injury has been demanded, and 
14 not granted." Permit us to fay, we know of no 
inftance in which juitice has been demanded, and 
withheld. While in our endeavours to keep up a 
good under fraud ing between the citizens of our own 
and your Republic, we keep in view the nccelTity of 
enforcing an obedience to the laws over thofe perfons 
more immediately under our jurifdiction, we con- 
ceive an equal exertion on your part as a neceflary 

H 4 ^-^ 
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rour letter are, we think, fomewhat of the latter dc 
on ; and while we approbate the fenfibilily 
J on the appearance of an affront to an mdt- 
•idual of your nation, we lament the caiife which 
wrings that fenfibility into birth # . The circum- 
fiaocc relating to Commodore Barney was duly in- 
litratedj and, we thought, had been fettled much 
to the Commodore's fatisfaclion. The affront of- 
fered to the Secretary of the French Confulfhip was 
never known officially ; and permit us to allure you, 
that, it i' had been known, every effort would have 
been ufed by the magiilracy to punifh the offenders. 
With repecT; to the outrage committed on the Cap- 
tain of Marines of the Medufa, a complaint was 
lodged with one of the Aldermen by him and the 
furgeon of the ihip : the Alderman who heard the 
complaint tent for the Commonwealth's Attorney, 
and, in confutation with him, left to the option of 
the injured officer the choice of binding the offend* 
ers to their good behaviour (the only punifh ment 
which the laws of this State can inffidl for breacbts 
of the peace), or a profecution for the recovery of da- 
mages ; the latter was the choice of the officer, and 
fuch fuit is now under profecution. 

And as to the difagrccable difference between the 
officer of the French Republic and an officer of the 



* What fort of fluff is this ? Is it like the chief magiflrate of a 

town defending the conduct of its inhabitants againft tbe poCrivt, 

and unequivocal, and falfe accusations of an infoient foreigner? 

What docs the worthipftil tribe mean by our difaffcSlien to France : 

Are we quite fubju gated to France ? And what does he mean by 

dcpkrw^ as a great evil, that any thing thou id be magnified into 

fuch difafFeiYion ? He modeftly thinks that the fajwcu* 

nlaints are fomewhat of a frivolous nature ; he appro* 

rnglilh approves fif) the fenfibiBty excited on the appeal* 

appearance, of an affront offered to a jingle Fremb m 

while he bimfc If bears the intuits heaped on the whok 

« ith the pati«icc: of a Have drilled to fubmiflion and the 

American 
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jnencan army, the magistrates, however they may 
lament fuch disputes, do not hold themfelves bound 
to interfere in the quarrels of private individuals ; they 
will ever fhow a promptitude to act as confervators 
of the peace, but do not confider their interpofition 
as neceifary to enforce the laws of politenefs :~So foon 
as we underftood that hoilUe purpofes were in medi- 
tation, an arreit was fcht forward againft Mr. Saun- 
ders, for the purpole of preventing difagTeeable con- 
sequences. We forbore to extend our authority to 
the officer of your nation, agreeable to the tenth ar- 
ticle of the Confuiar Convention between our re- 
fpective Republics, trufting to the interpofition of 
your authority to f eft ram him. 

So far as relates to thofe perfons denounced by 
you as violators of the laws of hofpitality againfl the 
French oincer mentioned in your letter, arrefts were 
immediately iflued againft MefTrs, Johnfton and 
L. , The intuits complained of by you, as of- 
fered to the citizens of the French Republic by the 
foldierscomponngtheganifonat Fort Norfolk, can- 
not be imputed to us ; that garrifon being under the 
command and control of a Continental officer, and 
without the limits of our jurifdi£tion : — a remon- 
13 ranee to him, and not to us, would, we think, be 
proper. Confcious of that rectitude of conduct 
which has ever governed the magiitracy of this bo- 
rough in the relation between them and the citizens 
of your Republic, we feel ourfelves hurt at the cxpref- 
Jionj that " jultice for injury has been demanded, and 
** not granted/' Permit us to lay, we know of no 
inltance in which juftice has been demanded, and 
withheld. While in our endeavours to keep up a 
good understanding between the citizens of our own 
and your Republic, we keep in view the nccefhty of 
enforcing an obedience to the laws over thole perfons 
more immediately under our jurifdiction, we con- 
ceive an equal exertion on your part as a necenary 

H 4 ftfc^ 
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p thereto, and fubmit to you the expediency of a 

imitation in the licenfe granted to the officers and 

ddiers of the ihrp* of the Republic in coming on 

The translation of your letter, addreffed to 

Court, being to their quarter feflions, has rcn- 

* a delay in their anfwer unavoidable. 

( am, in behalf of the Court of Aldermen, with 

:lpe&, Sir, 

Your moil obedient fervant, 

Geo. Loyall, Major*. 
•/ Duhall, Jlce-cnnful of 'the 
French RfpiMic, Norfolk. 

To Mr, millam Cobbett. 
Sir, 
From the known impartiality of your Gazette, f 
directed by the Chevalier d'Yrujo to hand you 



* If ihe farmer Mayor wasa Jacobin, the prefent ooe, to (ay the 
ft of him, is a milk-fop* Inftead of anfwering the impertinent 
complaint by a bold recrimination on the infamous eonduft of the 
fans-culottes ; inftead of entering into a contradiction of the false- 
hoods it contains, and convincing the world that the pretended 
plaintiffs were the real aggreiTors, he hafhes up a fort of half-fri- 
caflee, half-ragoo, nondescript difh, intended to pleafe the palate of 
the frog-eater, without abfolutely difguftiog the people of Nor- 
folk. 

BeGdes the two letters above inferted, two others paffed between 
Conful aad the Mayor, The Frenchman incrcafes in impudence, 
and the Mayor in meannefs. Finding that Ins tacitly abandon- 
ing the inhabitants was not fufficient, he turns accufer himfelf. He 
** lamtnti that the afts or individual indifcretion fhouJd be wrought 
up to a manifestation of national hstredj* and has the unheard-of 
bafenefs to add, that he hopes no fuch conclusion will be drawn, 
when it is recollected that, '*tn every attempt to preftrve the pub- 
lie if pofe, the magiftratea have fought for the aggreflon among our 
own citixtus only /" Thus he makes a merit of an act of the moft 
crying injuftice, and that committed too againft his own country- 
men, again ft the people of a town who have chofen him as their 
guardian, in order to favour a gang of foreigners whofe fole bufi- 
rtefs in the port is to prepare ior a cruife againft the commerce of 
America ! 
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for publication the annexed translation of his laft 
note to Col, Pickering. 

I am. Sir, 
Market Street, Your obedient fervant, 

15th July, 1797* Philip Fatio. 



Sir, 



To Don Philip Fatio. 



In acknowledging your polite billet, covering a 
translation of the laft note from the " Knight of the 
t oyal and difthtguijhed Order of Charles III." to Ti- 
mothy Pickering, Efq. I have to inform you (and £ 
do it with extreme regret) that it is come too late for 
the Porcupine of this day j but I beg you to be af- 
(ured that it ihall be played off on the fovereign 
people to-morrow ; and that too, with fu.cn accom- 
paniments as, I truft, will entitle me to hope for the 
favour of the magnanimous and natural ally of the 
murderers of Louis XV L 

tl am, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
Wm. Cobbett. 
ce of Porcupine* s Gazette, 
quarter paj$ 12 'clock. 



Friday, 14 th July. 



Spanijh Mmifters Letter to Mr. Pickering. The 
reader will recollect that Mr. Pickering, in his Report 
on Spanifh Affairs, treated the little Don's imperti- 
nence with becoming contempt. This the fribble 
does not like, it ieems. 
Sir, 

Your additional Report to the Prcfident of the 
United States of the proceedings of the officers of 
the King of Spain, in relation to the polls and the 

nning of the boundary line, which I find publifhel 
iaall the newfpapers, obliges me to trouble you whl 
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tUis letter. If your difcufiion of facls had been a! 
correct and impartial as there was reafon to expect, 
I fhould not have been under the neceffity of under- 
taking this talk ; but the conflruclion which you arc 
plea fed to put upon every ad of theSpanilh officers in 
general, and efpecially upon thofe in which I am per- 
gonal [y oonccroedg compels tne to obferve upon (c~ 
vcral exprcilions which 1 have noticed in your laid 
Report. 
You begin, Sij*, with faying, "that although 1 
had jutl declared I had reaibns for fulpe&ing is 
** (, xpedition from Canada was preparing by the 
** BiitiCh a^jainft the upper part of Louisiana, yet I 
«* never mentioned a tingle factor reafon on which 
" my fufpicions were founded/* In my letter of the 
2d of March I pointed out to you the probable route 
which the expedition would take ; and in our con- 
ference of the 27th of February I gave you informa- 
tion that a corps of 350 men had been railed at 
Montreal, and marched towards the Lakes, where, 
after the evacuation of the American forts, theTe was 
DO ofienfiblc object for them, J alio told you, that 
I knew that the Britilh agents had treated with forrte 
of the Indian nations in that country concerning the 
intended expedition ; and I added, that 1 had re- 
ceived thofe advices from a perfon who might be de- 
pended on, who had feen thoie new levies pairing 
through Johnltown on their way to the weinvard. 
"kit, even fuppoiing that I had not entered into any 
particulars, even fuppoiing that my own information 
at that period was not complete, yet did not the inte- 
Tcit and dignity of this Government^ did not Us 
friendly connexion with Spain, require that it fhould 
have taken every proper means to prevent the at- 
tempt we were threatened with, by giving fuitable 
orders to General Wilkinfon, or to the commanding 
officers of the military force on thofe frontiers ? The 
ibfolute iilence in this particular oi the documents 

which 
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fhich accompany the Report of the Secretary of War, 
your never having communicated to me any deter- 
minate difpofition on this point, as yon do in your 
Snfwer to my letter, which in the publication is 
narked No. 7, afford me fuffieient grounds to fear 
that thefe precautions were omitted. You add, Sir, 
-with a degree of candour difficult to he conceived, 
that from my not having given to you detailed in- 
formation respecting the expedition, and from the 
anfwer which you received on the 1 9th ultimo from 
theBritifh Minifter, you believed my fufpicionsto be 
groundlefs. Is it poffible that any one will candidly 
imagine, that if the Englifh Intended to violate the 
territory of the United States, in order to effect a 
foup de main, they would be as ingenuous in aniwer- 
ing as you were ip alking their Minifter the quef- 
tion ? 

I lhall not enter into all the obfervations which 
fuggeft themfclves to my mind, from your having 
communicated to Mr. Li lion the contents of my let- 
ters, I expected that the American Government 
^Quld have watched his motions, and taken the 
eans whirh I have already mentioned to prevent 
the fuccefs of a fimilar enterpriie ; but I never could 
have imagined that you would have given to the 
JBritifh. Minifter a piece of advice which might enable 
him to alter his plan, by letting him know that the 
former one was difcovered. By the line of conduct 
which you have purfued on this bufinefs, I am con- 
vinced, that, had I communicated to you more parti- 
cular details reipe&mg this tranfaction, you would, 
with the fame good-natured frank nefs, have given in- 
formation of them to Mr. Lifton. 

But if you did believe thatafking this qneflionof 
the Britifh Envoy was the moft efficacious means to 
prevent the violation of the neutrality of the United 
States, and the invafion of the Spanifh territory, let 

K» why you was fo remifs in this meafure, that 
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although I had communicated this project to you 
Ycrbally on the 27th of February, and on the 2d 
of March in writing, yet, in a matter obvioully fo 
urgent* you only wrote to the Rritifh Envoy on tbc 
28th of April, that is, tzio mc nths afterwards. 

I fhall not quit this fubjeet without taking the li- 
berty of making to you one observation which is in- 
timately connected with it, By the date of the let- 
ter I have juft mentioned, it evidently appears that 
I gave you advice of this intended expedition on tfo 
2 d of March, and that three Jays before I had given 
you the fame information verbally. I imagined, from 
your known attention to bufinefs, and the import- 
ance of the fubjeel, that you would have fubmitted 
it immediately to the connderation of the Preiident 
of the United States. On the 9th of March I had 
the honour of fpeaking to Mr. Adams at his lodgings 
at Francis's Hotel, and mentioned the fubject as a 
atter that I fuppofed him already fully informed 
and it was with no final 1 lurprife I heard him 
fay that he knew nothing about it. I produced the 
map which I had in my pocket-book, and he liilened 
ilh great attention to all that I had to fay to him. 
t was, no doubt, to this conference with Mr, Adams 
that I was indebted for youranfvverof the nth of the 
fame month. I inall entirely abnain from putting 
ny conflruclion upon the realbns which induced you 
o omit making this communication to the Pren- 
)t ; but they muft have been very fowerjiil mo- 
tives which could oblige you to remain fo long filent 
on a matter of fuch importance. 

You fay, in the third paragraph of your Report, that 
on your afking me what meafures Spain had taken 
in order to carry into execution that part of the treaty 
which relates to the withdrawing the gar rifum, I an- 
iwered you on the 17th of April, that J had lxen for 
omc months without receiving letters from the Baron, 
consequently *' was entirely ignorant of the iteps 

" which 



and 
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which had been taken for the execution of the trea> 
ty.*'~~From this exprefiion, which, in order to draw 
attention, you place between inverted commas, you 
infinuate an inference which in my opinion is very far 
from being true, when you add immediately after- 
wards, " Ne%ierlhehjs he had previoiifly informed the Ba- 
** ton of his fufpiciom ofaprojetled expedition" — What 
i> this to prove, Sir ? That the Baron indeed had re- 
ceived my letters, but not that I had received his* 
The irregularity and uncertainty of navigation 
eafily fhows that your logic on this point is ex- 
tremely falfe. 

In the fifth paragraph, after giving an account of 
my letter of the 24th ultimo, and of its objeel, you 
obferve that I have omitted to mention among the 
other complaints of the Baron, that of Mr. Elli- 
cott's not having given him notice of his arrival at 
Natchez. Permit me to reprefent to you, that you 
have entirely miftaken what I had the honour of 
telling you on that occafion — for I fimply men- 
tioned, not as a complaint) but as a mere olfervation t 
that the Baron, in the rigour , might not have confi- 
dered Mr. lillicott an American Commiflioncr, for 
not having given him on his arrival official notice of 
his appointment, having merely informed him of 
it in the way of a confidential communication. 
You cannot be ignoraut. Sir, that there are certain 
requifite formalities when nations treat with one 
another of their mutual concerns, which are not 
required between individuals. The Baron, when 
he fpeaks in this manner, clearly points out his 
meaning, that, belides the confidential letter, the 
communication of which you confider as Jo important, 
no doubt he expefted another official one, includ- 
ing his commiffion, authority, or fame other docu- 
ment, to afcertain the identity of the perlbn, and 
1he object of his million. When, on my arrival in 

credeii- 




«jt GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

tials to the Prefidcnt, although I had delivered to 
you a ropy of I hem, you might, in the rigour, not 
have recognifed roc as the EnToy Extraordinary of 
the King my maflcr, for want of having complied 
with that neceffary requifite of the eftabliihed 
1 do not mean to fay that in the prefent 
eaie it w.is abfulutely ncceilary to go through a 
limilur formality; nor did the Baron mention this 
but ;is a mere matter of obfervation, which was not 
to a if eel the object in queftion, although youf 
thinking that it affords you a victorious argument, 
arc pleated to give to this cvrcumftance an import- 
vvjiich it does not deferve. Betides, Sir, I 
might obferve to you, that when, after a mixed and 
dcfullory conversation upon various fubjecls, I had 
collected and methodized my ideas > and com- 
mitted then i to writing, your anfwer and ohferva- 
tions ought to have been confined to the written 
communication, clothed with all the nccefFary for- 
malities ; but neither do I with to make of this an 
object of diicuttion. 

The proof which you give in the fixth paragraph 
of your Report, to fhow that it is not certain that 
Mr. EHieott intended to get pofTeffion of Natchez 
by furprile, and that for that purpofe he had en- 
tU .ivoured to gain over the inhabitants, is merely 
negative. From your examination of the two 
pi nous you mention, you had very little to expect: 
the circumftanee alone of their being the bearers of 
Mr. ElUeott's difpatches, points out that they were 
both in his confidence; and it may be prcfuiried 
without temerity, that being his friends, or em- 
ployed under his orders, they would hardly make a 
denunciation that might be prejudicial to hinx 
Governor Gayofo declares that he has proofs of the 
fh& in his power. I fhall not fail to apply to him 
for them, and perhaps 1 may one day ipeak to you 
more pofitivch on this buiinels, 

a After 
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After having difcufled the biftory of 
acYions with all the force and accuracy which refult 
from thefe observations, you allure, with a very ill- 
grounded confidence, that upon a view of tin 
whole it appears that his Majefty's Governors 
the Miffiflipi have s 011 various pretences, poftponet 
the running of the boundary line and the evacua- 
tion of the polls. But I appeal to that candour 
which you have fo generoufly fhown to the Brit i i 
Minifter, that you may tell me, whether it can 
called a pretence, that the Baron de Carondelet, wl 
was intrufted with the iafety of Louiiinna, refuted 
to carry into execution a preteniion that was not 
Jtipulat&d far ly the treaty! By the fecond article it 
is only agreed that the garrtfons fhall be withdrawn ; 
and as I had the honour of reprefenting to you it* 
my letter of the 24th ultimo, it is not to be pre- 
fumed that it could ever have been the intention of 
his Catholic Majeiiy to deliver up fortifications, 
which, befidc* that they have coft him coniiderabfe 
fums of money, may, by the efFeft of political 
viciffitudes, be one day prejudicial to his fubjeiSfo. 
If not to do what was not ftipulated for, and the 
execution of which would he contrary to the in- 
terests of Spain, is a pretence, we muft confeis that 
it is a very plaufible one. 

With reipecl: to the line of demarcation, it ap- 
pears by the correfpondence and letters of the Baron 
dc Carondelet, which are in my poffeflion, that 
although he entertained the fame doubts which were 
fuggefled by Governor Gayofo refpeciing the polts, 
yet he was contenting, that the agronomical obfer- 
vations ihould be begun upon ; for which purpofe 
the Engineer, Mr. Guillemard, had already arrived 
at the Natchez, with all the in It rumen ts. and ap- 
paratus. Such was the fituation of things when 
my communications refpeciing the intended expedi- 
tion 
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tioQ got to hand; from that moment, imperious 
ffity, and the great principle of felf- defence, 
made has Catholic Ma jetty's officers turn their 
thoughts to objet ts of a more urgent nature. Mr. 
Shunt's letter, and the late detecled confpiracy, 
evince how far their conduct in this rerpeel was 
ncceflary ; and you, Sir, porTefled as you were of all 
the tacts, when you laid them before the Prefident, 
ought to have been one of the la it to have itig- 
matized the motives with the epithet of pretexts. 
So palpable an attempt to make groundleis and 
unfair impreflions on the public mind, is well cal- 
culated to defeat its own ends; and appears itill 
more extraordinary when we consider that the 
American Government is in every way anxious, by 
its own confeffion, to maintain peace and harmony 
With Spain. 

Nor do your ill-founded infinuattons flop here; 
fentiments and expreflions ft ill more violent, flow 
from the fame hatly pen. You Jay in another part, 
" that there is but too much reafon to believe Mr, 
u Ellifotfa iblpicions well founded, that an undue 
** influence has been exercifed over the Indians by 
*' the officers of his Catholic Majefty to prepare 
*' them for a rupture with the United States." 
Fortunately, Sir, you have told us the fource 
whence you derived alt thofe dreadful conjectures 
of yours ; otherwife, perhaps, the weight and au- 
thority which your high official character flamps 
upon whatever you write or fay, might make an 
undue impreffion on the public. You acknow- 
, Sir, 'twas a private letter of Mr. Sargeanfs 
(Secretary to the North- wcltern Territory) that 
pave rife to your lurmifes ; wc fhall now fee what 
the letter lays. 



Ex/raSi 
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ExtraBofa Letter from Jflrtthrop Surgeant^ Efq. Se- 
cretary of the Nortk-iLHJtern Territory , to the Se- 
cretary of State \ dated Cincinnati, June ^d, 1797. 

" General Wilkinfon fending off an exprefs, I 
" feize tbe occafion to tranfciibe for you fom< 
* f paragraphs from a weftern letter. — The Spaniards 
" are reinforcing their under-pofts on the Miflif- 
f * fippi confiderably. General Howard, an Irifh- 
•■ man, in quality of Commander in Chief, with 
t( upwards of three hundred men, is arrived at St. 
" Louis, and employed in erecting very formida-* 
ff ble works. It likewife appears through various 
u channels, that they are Inviting a great numher of 
" Indians of the Territory to crofs the Miiliflippi ; and 
for this exprefs purpole, Mr. Lorromie, an officer 
in the pay of the Crown, made a tour through 
all this country laft fall, fince which time ieve- 
ral Indians have been Tent on the fame errand, 
< f and generally furntfhed with plenty of eafh to 
<E defray their expenfes* A large party of Dela- 
t( wares pafTcd down on White River about the 
" 6th of May, on their way to the Spanifh fide, 
" bearing the national flag of Spain, fome of them 
11 from St. Louis. They (the Spaniards) have 
M above the mouth of the Ohio, on the Miiftflippi, 
** feverat row-gallies with cannon." 

Now, Sir, what inference can be drawn from that 
letter? Why, that the Spaniards have fortified San 
Louts, and availed themfeWes of every means of de- 
fence that the country afforded ! But let me aik 
you, Sir, againft whom is it that they were thus 
preparing to defend themfelves ? Surely the do- 
cuments which you have laid before the Prefident, 
and the momentous bufinefs which now engages the 
attention of Congrefs, and agitates the public at 
large, afford a complete and fatisfa&ory anlwer. 
J mentioned to you, in my letter of 2d March, 
vol. vr. s Vtwl 
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that the object of the Britifh was to attack Uppet.- 
Louifiana, and take San Louis and New-Madrid 
by furprife. It will not be qucitioned but that 
prudence required of us,, at that juncture, to fortify 
the threatened points. This, Sir, was all we did) 
and this, Sir, you knew many months pari; yet 
Mr. Sargeant's letter, which in iubftance fays no 
more, fills you all at once with fears and felf- 
created apprehenfions, and makes you declare in 
the face of the American people, " that the Spanifh 
officers are exciting the Indians to a rupture with 
us." No one will fay that preparations for our felf- 
defence were not neceflary on our part. The affur- 
ance given you by the Britiih Mjniflcr, with all the 
appearance of a confidential communication, hit 
without ariyfignalure, did not infpire the fervants of 
his Catholic Majefly with the fame blind confi- 
dence which it produced in you. We know from 
daily experience, how religiously the Britiih na- 
tion obferves the rights of neutrality. Witneis the 
American failors ! Witnefs the Republic of Genoa, 
in whofe port they attacked and made prize of the ' 
Ptench frigate La Modeitc, as ihc lay at anchor 
there. Witnefs the inhabitants of Trinidad, when 
the Britiih, though then in amity with* them, en- 
tered the capital, with drums beating and colours 
flying, in purfuit of a few French who had taken 
refuge there. Thefe and other infiances of the fort, 
too numerous to be recapitulated, make us lefs 
credulous on the fcore of Great Britain's reipect for 
the rights of neutrality than you appear to have 
been. 

" As to thofe tender considerations which actuated 
the Britiih Minifter to rejeel the plan on account 
of the inhumanity of calling in the aid of the In- 
dians, I did expect that fuch vague, unauthen- 
ticated declarations, would have been appreciated 
as they defcrved by you, Sir, who fought in the 
i glorious 
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glorious eanfe of American independence, v. 
witnrfTed tne humanity of their conduct in the 
enurfc of that war, and who cannot be ignorant of 
what has happened iince. 

Your a (bribing hoftile views to the preparations 
for our felt- defence, cannot, Sir, have been matter 
of much fiirprife to me, after having heard a certain 
member of Congrcfs, who is known to be the organ 
of the will of Administration, declare, in that Houfe, 
he alcribed to the fame motives the preparations we 
were making for the defence of Florida, though 
probably he was not ignorant, at' the very time, of 
their real object. Thus then, Sir, according to 
your mode of reafoning, and that of the gentle- 
lan I have juft alluded to, though we were certain 
>f being attacked, and though we were not certain 
iat the American Government had taken the pro- 
:r meafures for protecting its neutrality, yet we 
to adopt no meafures for our defence, but 
tamely fuffer his Majefty's forts and pofTeflions to be 
taken, and all this for fear of creating ill-founded 
)icions in your minds ! 
you have not been very fuccefsful, Sir, in the 
lity of your reafonings, you appear not to be 
lore fb in the method of following them. After 
laving denounced us to the whole American nation 
is furring up the Indians againft the United States, 
md preparing them for a rupiurS} you fall into the 
10ft glaring inconfiiiency in the following para- 
graph *. — tl Whether this plan of exciting the In- 
dians to direct hoftilities againft the United 
States, has been contemplated and promoted by 
any of our own citizens, it may be difficult to 
fay ; but that one or more of tliofe citizens have 
propofed and taken meafures to detach the fouth- 
crn Indians from the interefts o( the United 
States, and to dettroy the influence of the public 
agents over thofe nations, and thus to defeat tl\e 
s 2 ** ^c^&t 
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great obje&s of their appointment, the chief of 
€s which is to preferve peace, is certain." 

I again appeal here, Sir, to your generous can- 
dour. How is it poflible to reconcile fuch evi- 
dent contradictions ? On the one hand the Spanifh 
ofiiecrs are thofe who excite the fouthern Indians 
againft the United States, and on the other you 
quickly follow, prefuming, with fufricient founda- 
tion* in my opinion, that it may be forae citizens of 
the United States. But although you might en- 
tertain any doubts yourfelf on the fubjedl, which I 
am fure no perfon in America will, after reading 
Mr. Blount's letter, did not this very fame doubtful 
cafe and uncertainty require, in your tituation, more 
circumfpeet language ? And if even in this cate 
you appear to have gone beyond what found policy, 
the tranquillity and iutereft of the United States 
required, how much more unjuft are your insinua- 
tions again ft Spain, when the public. pofTeflTes in 
Mr. Blount's letter a document by which they can 
fee, that, if the manoeuvres with the Indians 
not favourable to the United States, ttiey were pre- 
cifely combined to attack the Spaniards? From 
this method of reafoniug of yours, it appears as if 
the Spaniards were, jointly with Mr. Blount, furring 
up the Indians to attack themfelves. 

Refpecling the hi ft article of your Report, I have 
only to obierve, that although you have confiantly 
aflured me that Government had not the lea it inform- 
ation refpedting the fubjedt of my representations, 
and although the letter of Mr. Jacktbn, of Georgia, 
appears to coincide with your ideas, never tliclefs 
time lias fhown that I have complied with my duty 
by not repofing on fuch aflu ranees. The plot is 
difcovered, and nobody any longer doubts that tbc 
expedition was to have taken place. 

After having followed you ftep by flep through 

the 
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the various points of your Report to the Prefidenr, 1 

fhall make a fhort compendium of fuch as arife from 
this letter ; from which it refults, 

1. That on the 27th of February I gave you fufrl- 
cicnt particulars refpeeling the intended expedition, 
to have attracted the attention of this Government. 
That although to this verbal communication 
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I added another in writing on the 2d of March, 
the Preiident had not the leaft knowledge of it on 
the 9th of the fame month, and that without doubt 
you muft have had very powerful motives to pre- 
vent you from communicating it to him. 

3, That it does not appear by the documents pre- 
sented by the Secretary of War, that Government had 
given orders to the military commanders to caufe 
the territory and neutrality of the United States to 
be rcfpecled, 

4, That you made to the Englim Mintfler a com- 
munication, which in my opinion you ought not : and 
that even if you thought it neceflary, you delayed 
doing it for two months, that is, from the 27th 
of February to the 28th of April, although it re- 
fpedted a moil urgent and important object. 

5, That the Baron de Carondclet could very well 
have received my letters, without its necefHirily fol- 
lowing that his had come to hand. 

6. That the Baron did not reprefent Mr. EUtcott's 
not writing to him officially as a complaint, but as an 
ofrfervatioti, and that in fact he never has done it in 
thofe terms. 

7. That the proofs you allege to exculpate Mr. 
Elhcott, refpedling his intentions of taking the fort 
of Natchez by furprife, are purely negative. 

8. That it is not merely freiences^ but very power- 
ful rcafons, which have impeded the evacuation, of 
the poll, and the running of the boundary line. 

9* That the in fin nations by which you arc willing to 
perfuade the American people that our arming is dU 
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rented againit them, are unjuft as well as unfounded, 
a-* b\ Mr. Blount's letter it is clearly demon ft rated to 
be a pi a;miion fur the mere purpoleof defence. 

i o. That you evidently contradict yourfclf, when 
on one hand you are pleated to attribute to us the 
movements of the Indians, and in the very next pa- 
ragraph you lliow it might proceed from American 
citizens, as it actually docs according to Mr. Blount's 
letter ; and that he acted with the knowledge and 
intelligence of the very fame Britiih Minifter, in 
vi hofe privatciiotcs, without lignature, and perhaps 
not of his own hand-writing, you place fuch impli- 
cit confidence. 

1 1. That although in all your official communica- 
tions you have always manifefted to me that the 
American Government knew of nothing which in- 
dicated any foundation for my fufpicions, Mr. 
Blount's letter clearly proves that I was perfectly in 
the right. 

I have thus fulfilled a very difagreeable duty. — 
Always defuous to contribute to ftrengthen the bands 
of frimdihip which unite Spain and America, and 
to whirh their fituation, their wants, and refburces, 
invite ihem ; I have feen with the rnoft profound 
grief, that the language and tenour of your commu- 
nirrttion to the President, is not, in my opinion, cal- 
culated to promote fo defirablc an object to us all. 
For my part, although 1 fhall leave nothing undone 
to cement the union and harmony with a nation 
whit.h I rupee! ; neither fhall I ever fufter the inte- 
rcfis of the King my mailer, in any cafe whatever, 
to be ipciificeci to an unjuft partiality. 

I pray God to prctcrvc you many years. 
Your mofl obedient humble fervant, 

Carlos Martinez De Yrujo. 

rhilaJciphia, July i ith, 1 797, 

Tq 
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To Philip Fatio *. 

Office of Porcupine's Gazette. \ifb JuJj, 1707. 

Dear Don, 

Having, by your kind note of yefterday, been 
invited to a correfpondence with you, I now avail 
myfelf of the invitation, in addrefling to you a few 
obfervations on the letter of your Chevalier, this day 
published in my Gazette. 

Upon receivihg your note, the firft thought fha$ 
ftruck me was r that Don De Yrujo was another 
Quixote, fallied out in learch of adventures, and 
that you were his Sancho Panza, trotting quietly at 
his heels, difcharging his drudgery and dirty work, ; 
but though you may be an exact likenefs of tha 
Squire, both in body and mind, I find, upon a 
perufal of your Knight's letter, that my conceptions 
had done infinite injury to the hero of the romance ; 
for the language and manner of the former bear a 
much fironger refemblance to the filly and brutal 
reproaches of a French fans-culotte, than to the 
model!, though*manly remonftrances of the learned 
add accomplished Knight of La Mancha. 

To enter into a detailed examination of this im- 
pudent letter would require a facrifice of time that 
I am not inclined to throw away upon the production 
of a Don. Suppofing every word of it to be true 
(which I am far from doing, by the by), it does 
not invalidate a fingle fentence contained in Mr. 
Pickering's Report. Controversy is therefore out of 
the quefiion ; it is the intention of the publication 
which is alone worthy of notice. 

The grand object of French policy, as it refpects 
North America, is, to acquire fuch an influence over 
the United States as to be able at all times to direct 
their councils, and of courfe command the aid of their 
various refources. Knowing themfelves unable to 

" ' " V 1 ■ ■ ■■ , ..■,..,. ■ . i ... ... ...» 

* Secretary to the SpanUh Mimfter. 

s 4 ObVivsv 
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obtain this influence by fair means ; feeing, notwith- 
ftanding outward appearances, that the Americans 
do not in their hearts love either Frenchmen, ¥: 
manners, or French goodo, they have long been en- 
deavouring to fall on fame mode of acquiring by 
their power, what has been refilled to their intrigues. 

Having no fleet able to meet their enemy at lea, 
they could not attack us on that fide. If they had 
been maflcrs of that element, their fraternal cannon- 
balls and bomb-fhells would long ago have laid out 
towns in a flic*. Senfiblc of their wen lends here, 
they turned their baleful blalting looks towards the 
Mifllffippi, and feeing your poor humiliated Catholic 
mafliT (I will not call him King) in poffeffion of the 
frontier, they had nothing to do but to order him to 
deliver, as the highwayman does the defcnceler 
veil 

Unfortunately for the character of your nation, 
your niaftet had, juft before receiving this word of 
command, made a treaty with the United States, 
which Itipulates for the furrender of certain polls, 
that his new allies looked upon as conveniences not 
to he done without, when the country lhould come 
into their hands. Your Governors have, therefore, 
been ordered not to give them up according to treaty; 
and in order to juftify the retention of them, they 
and Don Martinez have had recourfe to the many 
futile and miferable pretexts which have been ex- 
pofed to the public in Mr. Pickering's Reports, and 
the documents accompanying them. 

Among thefe pretexts one was, that they were 
compelled to hold them to defend the Spaniili terri- 
tory againll an expedition from Canada, which your 
Chevalier told the Government was preparing. This 
excute was treated as it deferved ; it was looked upon 
as a mere ltory, invented for the purpole of procras- 
tination, and to malk the real object of the hofiile 
preparations of your countrymen, Thefe preparations 

are 
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are ftill continued with a vigour well calculated to 
alarm the people of thefe States, and therefore every 
exertion is making on your part to divert their atten- 
tion from them. Blount's ambiguous, inexplicable 
letter, and the conftruclion which your friends have 
endeavoured to give it, furnifhed Martinez with 
what he looked upon as an excellent opportunity to 
come forward with a " did not Itellyoujo . ? " and thus 
to juftify the detention of the polls, and the warlike 
preparations that are going forward ; and, if pofiible, 
to turn the refentment of the people of this country 
from Spain to Great Britain. 

But whatever mean opinion you Spaniards may 
have formed of our intellects, few of us are beads 
enough to he milled or deceived by you. Our dear 
filler republic is, indeed, allowed to throw powder 
in our eyes when fhe pleafes ; but you are not repub- 
licans yet ; and though you may be lb in a very little 
time, we mull Hill look upon you as fubjects of the 
King of the Inquifition : by you, therefore, we are 
not fo calily blinded. As to an expedition from 
Canada, none was ever preparing or intended ; tlie 
fcoundrels, who wanted to found Mr. Lifron, pro- 
pofed an expedition by lea on the part of the Britilh. 
Blount's letter lays nothing about Canada, nor were 
any overtures ever made to Mr. Liflon by Blount, 
or on his behalf. How, then, does his letter confirm 
what Yrujo had faid about an expedition from Ca- 
nada ? If it is to be looked upon as any authority at 
all, it gives his fiory the lie. 

As to the infamous con/piracy, as the treacherous 
hirelings of France call it, and perhaps jultly, there 
is every reafon to fuppofe that Don Martinez knows 
much more of it than the Britilh Minifier ever did. 
The projectors were all of the democratic, French, 
Spanilh, outlandifh, anti-federal, infamous faction. 
Blount himfelf has voted with the partilans of France 

on 
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on every qneflion that has come before him thi 
icflion of Congreft; and is it, then, probable that 
tbcie villains really meant to fervc Great Britain ? 
No ; wbftt is generally believed on the fuhjccT: is the 
truth ; that is, that they were employed, as Mr. Lii- 
too fulpcclcd* to inlinuate thernfelves into his coti- 
iidence ; very likely to prevail on him to procure an 
expedition which they might betray, or at leaft to 
take forac incautious ikp that might produce a rup- 
ture between Britain and America : and as to Blounu 
letter, it teems to have been written on purpofe to 
be intercepted, feeing that, through the honourable 
conduct of the Britifh Miniver and his Court, all 
the other fnares had proved unfucccfsful. 

However, we will fuppofe for a moment that you 

tad really your fears of an aflault from Canada.— 

''hat fear is over now -, the plot, you lay your fe Ives, 

all difcovercd, and conlccmently no violation of 

the neutrality of our territory will now take place to 

mr difadvantage. Why then does nut Don Gayofo 

give up our polls ? Why do you not fulfil your part 

>f the treaty as we do ours ? Or, rather, why do I 

afk thefe filly queftions ? The poits are never to be 

ijven up, the line is never to be run. No fuch 

things arc intended, and Citizen Don Mart: 

is, like all his other communications on the 
fubjec.t, only intended toamute us, to make usdonbt 
){ the witdoru and integrity of our Government, 
md thus weaken its feeble arm, while your callow- 
lided countrymen are furrounding us in behalf of 
,our treacherous, bloody, and '* natural allies." 

After having pointed out what I am certain is the 
>bjeel of this at once ftupid and malicious perform- 
, give me leave to fay a word or two on the 
ifultmg manner in which it was yefterday commu- 
nicated to the people. In the firft place it uTucd from 
,;rets of a fcoundrel who has lung been fupported 

by 
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by your" natural allies" the cut-throats of France, 
and who does not attempt to deny that he is in their 
pay. From this proftituted prefs the fheets were 
taken by certain ill-looking vagabonds, and diftri- 
buted about the city, with as little modefty as the 
bills of a doctor of the venereal difeafe. I am far 
from hinting that this was beixath the " Knight of 
« the difiinguijhed Order of Charles III" The age 
of chivalry is gone, as Burke fays, and that of boor- 
iihnefs, meannefs, and rafcality has fucceeded. — 
What notions of honour can a man have, who could 
thus ftoop to court the favour of the populace of a 
foreign country ? But, indeed, what notions of ho- 
nour can reafonably be expected from the reprefent- 
ative of a power, who, for the fake of imaginary 
fecurity, bafely deferted, and treacheroufly turned 
his arms againft his ally ; of a king, who at the fame 
time that he calls* himfelf the Mofi Catholic , makes 
a league with atheifts againft the head of the church, 
while he aiks his benediction ; who fuffers himfelf 
to be called the natural ally of, and who profeffes the 
fincereft ejleem and friendjhip for, a band of rebels who 
have dethroned, infulted, degraded, and murdered 
the choiceft branch, the pride of his family r Of 
fuch a king I am far from faying that Don Yrujo is 
an unworthy representative *. 

I fhould now, my dearFatio, enter on an examinr 
ation of the infult offered to this Government, ia 
the above publication, and of the punifhment that 
ought to attend it ; but as I am afraid I have already 
trefpafled on your patience too long, I fhall defer it 
till my next. I am afraid I trefpafs a good deal on 
your precious time, but you will do me the juflice to 

* Don Martinez is a fubfcriber to my gazette. If be fends them 
home carefully, they muft afford infinite delight at the Court of 
Madrid. 

allow 
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allow that 1 did not folieit the correfpondence. You 
have hrought the evil on yourfelt, and you mull 
bear it, Ai you have brewed To you rauft bake. 
I pray God to prefcrve you many days. 

Your moil obedient fcrvant, 

P. Ponce PIKE, 



Mt. Bayard. — Mr, Bayard, from Delaware, was 
appointed on the Sele£t Committee of the Houfe of 
Ucprcfcntaiives, who are now fitting on the iubjeel 
of the confpiracy, in which Governor Blount makes 
(6 confpicuous a figure, in the place of Mr. Dana, 
from Connecticut, who declined ferving. 

Mr, Gerry is appointed Envoy to France, in the 
place of Mr. Dana, who declined the appointment, 

Mr, Pitt, — The following is a finking inflance 
of the lying malice of the American Captains : the 
article is taken from a New- York paper of yef- 
tcrday. 

** Captain Hinckley, from Lilbon* gives an ac- 
M count of a frigate having arrived there from Eng- 
u land, which brought word, that the mutiny in the 
<s Britifh fleet had arifen to inch an height, that an 
*' engagement had actually commenced between 
" feveral fhips, and it was conjectured that tliis 
*' frigate was difpatched to give intelligence of the 
** fituation of the grand fleet to Admiral Jcrvis,— 
" N. B. Captain Hinckley had read, previous to 
u this intelligence, in the Englifh newfpapers, the 
** accounts of the mutiny in the fleet at Portfmouth. 
•* Previous to the arrival of this frigate there were 
" three mails due at Lifbon from England — which 
** had excited conflderable alarm. It was currently 
* reported at Lifbon, and genera fly believed, that Mr. 
** Pitt had ahfamded from England — or rather that he 

" dared 



JULY, 1797, 269 






""■ — * -iff *•*; 

dared not appear in public t and was obliged to con 
thme iufio?^ * " 



time incog 



Saturday, 15 th July. 

To Philip Fat w. 

Ojjke of Porcupine's Goraw/Zr, i $tb Jtsly^ i ygg. 

Dear Don, 

In fulfilment of the promife I made you yefierday, 
I fhall now make an obfcrvation or two on the infult 
offered to the American Government, in the publi- 
cation of the letter of Citizen Yrujo. 

The Citixen in one part of his letter tells Mr. 
Pickering, that he " cannot be ignorant that there 
*' are certain requiftie formalities, when nations treat 
" with one another of their mutual concerns, which 
* f are not required between individuals." This is 
among the very few truths that are to be found in his 
letter, and from it we muft inevitably conclude, that 
he has the modefty to think Mr. Pickering not Jo ig- 
norant as hmifelff or that he does not look upon tits 
United States as a nation ; for let me atk you, what 
individual, what fwindling, what blackguard indi- 
vidual, was ever treated with lets formality than he 
has treated the American Government, and, through 
it, the American people ? 

The idea of appealing from the Government to 
the people originated in the Jacobin Club of Paris. 
Genet was the hardened fcoundrel who firft threat- 
ened it here, and what he threatened Adet put in 
execution, flipping out of the way of a penalty by 
declaring himielf no longer Minifter. At lalt comes 



* I have often aflerted what, I hope, nobody will now call in 
queftion, that the American Captains of veflcls are the moft mali- 
cious and moft lying fcoundrels in ihe iiniverie. Who would be 
ferry, now, to hear that this fellow, on hi» uext voyage, had been 
flapped and flogged by the French ? 

Don 
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Don Carlos, who, improving npon the example of 
thefc great matters in intblcnce, not only makes his 
appeal in a more direct and explicit manner, but re- 
tains his functions as Minilter, and laughs at the 
anger of thofe whom he has infulied ! Oh ! that I 
were Prcfidcnt for about three hours ! 

When Adct's appeal was received by the Govern- 
ment, lie was no longer a public Mincer ; it there- 
fore became a qucftion, with fome people, whether 
the Government eould legally order him away or 
not ? But your mailer Martinez's cafe is quite dif- 
ferent : by his retaining his public character the diffi- 
culty is removed ; he m:.y be inftantly commanded 
to quit the country ; and unlefs he is, and that too 
with every mark of refentment, I fhall not be fur- 
prifed to lee the President kicked into the flreet in 
Jefs than iix months. 

Gracious Heaven! infultcd by a Spaniard ! Eight 
years war and mifery, and a hundred thoufand men 
itretched dead upon the plains of America, and all 
to purchafe a kick from a tawny-pelted nation, which 
Americans had ever been taught to defpife ! I dare 
fay you laugh to yourfelvcs when you read over the 
cndlefs and bombaftical accounts of the celebration 
of our hidefemience, while you fee us fo tamely fub- 
mit to the taunts, the abufe, and robberies of you 
and your bloody and natural allies. If you do not 
laugh, the reft of the world will, and therefore you 
may as well join in the roar. 

I fhall conclude our correspondence for the prefent 
Jyy afking you how Mr. Blount came to have cards of 
invitation from Don Carlos de Martinez ? — I am 
informed that fuch cards were found among his pa- 
pers; and, if lb, I hope you will have the candour 
to confefs, that what I hinted at yefterday reipecling 
his being in the confidence and pay of the French 
and Spaniards, may now be afierted as a facr. 

I greatly applaud the humane fentiments of Don 

Carlos : 
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Carlos t fiich fentiments always come with a good 
grace from a Spaniard; particularly when exprefied 
towards your natural allies, feven hundred of whom 
your countrymen butchered in cold blood, at Fort 
Dauphin, no longer than about two years ago *.— 
After a humane and friendly action like this, it is no> 
wonder to fee you fraternize. You are the only na- 
tion on earth who can vie with the French in perfidy 
and cruelty, and therefore it is with Angular propriety 
you call each other your natural allies. 

I pray God to preferve you a few days longer. 
Your moft obedient fervanr, 

P. Porcupine. • 

Receipt to make a Patriot.— Ma. Porcupine,. As 
every man who has made a discovery that is ufeful to 
his country deferves well of it, I requeft you will 
publifh the following receipt, which has been the 
fruit of many years clofe ftudy and experiment ; that, 
before I flip off the ftage, I may put in my claim to 
a fmall portion at leaft of this merit. 

Paracelsus Secundus. 

Take of the arfenic of liberty and equality, fuch 
as is manufactured at the Luxemburg in Paris, a 
pound of each : let them be fufed in a crucible -J* 
(made of equal parts of gambling and debauchery), 
until every grain of property is completely evapo- 
rated. Over a ftrong heat this part of the procefs 
will foon be over. Take the mafs that remains at 
the bottom of the crucible, let it cool, and after re- 
ducing it to a powder, put it into a brafs veflel, filled, 
nearly to the top with ambition, fraud, and diffimu- 



* This was the moft cruel and perfidious affair that ever the 
world witnefled. 

f Thefe crucibles may be had in moft of the large cities in any 
quantities. 

lation, 
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lation, about one gallon of each : to thefc add half 
a gill of republican virtue, jufr enough to give the 

i- a proper colour ; more would fpoil it. Let 
tliH compofuion ftand for twenty-four hours in a 
warm place* and it will yield you a beautiful blood- 
coloured tincture, eijual to any that was ever teen, 
even .it Paris. After it has properly digefted, add 

runcc of French faith, as much of Spanifh ho- 
nour, and about a dram, rather lets than more, of 
American courage of the growth of 76, if to be had. 
Stir the whole well together, till all the ingredients 
are completely diflblved in the tincture, which may 
be known by its turbid at peel, and the intolerable 

h that antes from the vefibl. Lafily, decant 
the liquor into ftrong ilone bottles, for it will burit 
the firongeit glafs, and preferve it for ufe. If pro- 
perly made, it will keep for years, and bear the longett 

oyage. » 

One wine-glafs full of this taken in a morning on 
n empty flomach, and backed by another of true 
Coniae brandy, will almoft infiantly produee all the 
fymptoms of a patriot ; it will make a man gnafh 
his teeth and fwear moft outrageoufly whenever he 
fees an Englishman, or only hears the name of Great 
"ritain mentioned; and if you fhow htm a handfiri 
of louis d'or, or if he even hears them rattle, he 
laughs immoderately, and his hand is fpontaneoufly 
llretched out to receive. But what is mofl extraor- 
dinary in the operation of this tinclure is, that after 
a dole or two, the more a man is kicked or caned, 
the more he fawns and fondles ; fo that after a week 
or ten days fleady ufe of it, the whole man is tranf- 
formed, body and foul,, into a fpaniel dog, and ever 
afterwards walks on all fours. 

N. B, This incomparable elixir fatr'wUque is fold 

only at the offices of the Aurora in Philadelphia, of 

the Argus at New- York, and the Chronicle at 

3 Bofion ; 
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Bofton ; at each of which places the curious, by 
inquiring for the patriotic editors, may fee living 
proofs of its moil wonderful efFe&s. 

Monday, 17 th July. 

Spani/h Infohnce and Bafmefs. — Mr. PoaciTPlHE, 
Ever fince Spain has been governed by princes of the 
Bourbon family, theSpanifh name has been difgracei 
in peace and in war; every important meafure has 
been directed by the crooked politics of France. — ■ 
This connexion, like the obfcene harpies of old, 
contaminates whatever it touches. But never has 
this been to confpicuous as in the prefent reign, 
and more efpccially at the prefent period. — The 
degenerate Prince that now fways the Spanifh. 
fceptre, whom the French have kept on the throne, 
merely as a trophy of their power, or as the butt of 
their infolence, fcems defUtute not only of the dig- 
nity of a king, but of the common virtues of a man ; 
not content with allying himfclf to the murderers of 
a benevolent Prince, who was the flower of his fa- 
roily, he has become the fuppletool of all their moft 
nefarious politics. 

As the Sovereign is at home, fo is the Minifter 
abroad; the one is governed, like a dependant, by 
the nod of the five defpots at Paris, and the other 
by the directions of the French agents in America, 
Becaufe thofe infidel tyrants had thought proper to 
rob and infult this country and its government, and 
we have thought proper, I am forry to add, to fubmit 
to it, the obfequious imitative Don muft attempt 
the fame, in order to participate in the guilt, and 
lefTen the infamy of his matters. 

Surely if a revolution is ever to be recommended, 
it is when a prince thus entails ruin and dugrace on 
himfelf and his people, as Charles the IVth has done 
by this alliance with the regicide Directory of France 
Betides what ihe paid to purehafe a dilhoaourabie 

VOL. VI. % ^tasjt* 
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peace, Spam has already loft large turns in fpecie, a 
confiderable part of her navy, and a very valuable 
iiland; and if fhe pcrftft in her prefent flupid fyftem 
of obedience, without claiming the iecond-fight of 
a Scotchman, I will pronounce her ruin inevitable. 
Nothing is wanted but a conjoint operation be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, to open 
a way to ail the riches of Mexico ; and however 
Spain may deceive bedel f, it is not all the crooked 
manoeuvres of French and American Jacobins, who 
are as much her enemies as ours, that cap long pre- 
vent it. Events arc pointing, with the clearnefs of 
a funbeam, to the abiblute, irrefirrible neceflity of 
filch a coalition. The bale fubtidized agents of 
France cannot long check the juft refentment, or 
reft ft the meafures of a high fpirited and free people, 
who fcorned to receive the law from freemen, and 
will never fubmit ft) receive it from Jlaves. The proud 
fpirit of '76, that encountered dangers far more tre- 
mendous than any that now prefent themfelves, will 
burll out with the greater violence lor being fo long 
retrained, and, fpreading from north to lbuth, will 
bear down all opposition. 

The ftrength of this Government is great, in its 
anous refourccs, as well as in the affection of all 
its citizens, a few bafe profligates excepted ; and no- 
thing but the want o( an union of councils, and an 
excelllve love of peace, has hitherto prevented our 
nemies from feeling it. We hold the fate of the 
French and Spanilh Weft Indies in our hands; 
ind without having recourse to the infernal practice 
of the French, the arming of ilaves againlt their 
ipailers, we are able, with a (mall naval aid, to re' 
volutionize all the kingdom of Mexico, 

But with all this refpeel ability of ftrength and cha- 
racter, it has been the unhappy fate of this Govcrn- 
nent to fubmit to violations and indignities almoli 
without example ; and this has been owing as much 
l^m. 2 to 



to the tamenefs of its friends, as to the audacity of 
its enemies : for while thefe have been united and 
pcrfevering, as all confpirators aie, thofe have beep 
torpid, and without any union or combination of 
efforts, 

In the prcfent ft ate of things the independence of 
the United States is little more than a fhadow ; it is 
really not worth what it coH to acquire and fupport 
it; and unlefs a flop can be put to the progreis of 
faction and foreign interference, inilead of a bleffmg, 
it will ere long be a burden, which even the vaffals 
of Prufiia would not take off our hands as a gift. 

I remember what the Tories propheiied at the clofe 
of the revolution war ; te The profpedV," faid they, 
that now looks Co bright, will foon be darkened 
by clouds heavier than any that have yet hung over 
you. Your Government will be torn by civil 
factions, and you will he tolled to and fro like a 
tennis-ball, by the contending nations of Europe. 
France, which you now hug as an ally and equal, 
will corrupt your citizens, and foment divisions 
among them, by which your Government will be 
fo weakened, that it will not dare to oppofe her 
ambitious defigns. She can never forget her 
being expelled from this country with difgrace, 
nor will ihe fail to improve the ririr, opportunity 
to recover fbme part of it." 
This is almoft fulfilled in the prefent unfortunate 
flate of things, but the cafe is not without a remedy, 
if prompt decision and firmnefs is adopted on the 
part of Government and its influential friends. To 
thefe the great body of the well-affecTred citizens look 
for an example. They feel the wounds of their 
country ; they reient them, and, if properly led, would 
fpcedily avenge them. They fear neither the foreign 
enemy, nor the daflardly traitors among themfelves, 
but would rejoice In an opportunity of faerificing to 
both their much injured and infulted country. 

x a Va. 
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In what confifts the principal ft rength of France? 
t is the potfon of her principles among the mob, 
nd corruption of her money among the rebels and 
arricides. Thefe have been the bale diabolical arts 
y which the has done as much as by her arms ; and 
liferable has been the fate of all thofe countries, 
where they have not been feafonably and vigorouily 
ppofed. If, after Co many examples to teach us, we 
continue to fold our arms, and wrap ourfelvcs up 
an imagined tecurity, our turn will come next; 
ind we fhall add one more to the gloomy catalogue 
f the tributaries of France. 
Therefore let the friends of their country and its 
overnment aiFociate, at this critical juncture, to fop- 
ort the eonfrituted authorities, and to oppofe their 
nemies by ipirited and united efforts, While traitors 
id foreign LmiiTarics are daily infulting the chief 
ngi urate by virulent and inflammatory publications; 
when the Miniilers of France and Spain, forgetting 
omnion decency, obtrude their appeals on people, 
order to miJlead the ignorant ; it is the duty of 
all thole who condemn fuch criminal condudl to de- 
clare their reiblution to oppofe it. 

An Old Soldier. 



£W/«m.— In confluence of my advertisement for 
oof of Mr. Dallas s not be'mg an EngHJhman* I have 
lis morning received a very valuable morfel of fans- 

calotte biography, which I intend laying before my 

readers to-morrow. 



Il 



Tuesday, 18 th July. 

BhuHt's flight* — AJhort Ex haft from a Chapter m 
the- Bool' of Numbers. 

8. And, behold, when they had made an end of 
their conlulutions they were fore perplexed, for no 
1 man 
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man could devife where the plot would iflue, or who 
would be late in the day of inquiiition. 

9. Then the leaders of the band of confuirators 
came forth from the tabernacle, that ftandeth on the 
highway, even the tabernacle of Satan ; and they 
brought out a live goat to make a tin ottering. 

10. And Reltub the Hibernitc, and Bow-wow the 
gladiator*^ took him by the horns, and they pre- 
fented him alive before the altar, to make an atone- 
ment for the iins of many ; and, behold, when they 
had put their hands on hira they let him go, and the 
goat fled and efcaped into the wildernefs ; and, lo, 
from that day even unto this, he is called the fcape- 
goat of conspiracy. 

11. Depart, faid they, and travel fouthward until 
tliou comeft into the wildernefs of fin, which is in 
the land of the Ifhmaelifes, and there conceal thyfclf 
in dens and faft places, until the day of inquilition 
is pailed over. 

12. Now in thofe days there was a man named 
Ehcah hen Ehcab, who was defcended from the great 
forcerer of Quilfylvania ; and, behold, thisjnan was 
a fin ner, like unto Balaam the ion of Beor, who 
went to curie Iirael in the days of Balak, He alfo 
loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs ; and report 
goeth, that he made a covenant with the devil, never 
to fpeak the truth with his lips. 

13. The fame was high-prieft of the band of con- 
fpirators, and having feized a fheep out of a ftrange 
flock, he fwore by the gods Plwviofe and Floreal, 
that this fheep was a goat, albeit no man believed 
him. 

14. And be took and he brought the fheep to the 
altar to faerifjee. him ; and having made a prepara- 
tion of oil and foot, with divers incantations he be- 
fmeared the fheep therewith, from his horns even to 

* Butler and Thomas Blount were bail for Senator Blount. 

T 3 ^\& 





both disappeared as foon as the fun rofe and (hone 
upon them. 

15. Then all the people faw the heart of Eheab 
hm Ehcab was filled with all manner of falfehood 
and biUcrncfs, and they arofc with on*- accord, and 
took him without the camp, and they floned lum 
wiih ftoncsj as a troubler of the peace of Ifrael. 






Webfier. — To Petes Porcupine. Sir, Your fore 
ntagoniit, poor Noah Webfter, Bfquire t has had 
nother rclapfc of madnefs (fuppofed to be the hy- 
rophobia). I have not yet, however, heard that 
e bites, but he raves and he prophefies more than 
er, The lucid interval which he lately enjoyed, 
as generally attributed to the drefling which you 
ve him in your March Cenfor. Coercive mea- 
fures will, I am afraid, be again necenary to bring 
this unhappy man to his fenfes. In his Minerva 
of the 4th of July laft, he not only fqueezes con- 
jecture to the very dregs, but he talks wildly and 
incoherently about '* the late intelligence" which 
(he lays) opens to a part of Europe the confoling 
rofpec! of peace, and to all the world fome hope 
hat the pacification will be general* " There are, 
owever, good reafons to apprehend that the peace 
will not be general) and \{ general^ that it will not 
" e durable" Excellent logic for fome clay-headed 
adcrs ! it is truly what the profeflor of pedantry 
calls " the caufalion of caufes, and the caufe of 
:hings." He next proceeds to inow the ftate of the 
Englifh fleet, their debt, the bank, the alarming 
ondition of Ireland; and, after talking " much 
about its goddefs, and about it," and every thing 
eing cut and dry, this maniac anticipating newl- 
aper writer obferves, " Having conquered Portugal, 
ndihutout Englifh commerce from her ports, France 
will perhaps turn her attention to the Hanfe towns, 

and 







and play the fame game with them* In the mean 
time France will ftrain every nerve to repair her 
marine, fo as to annoy the trade of England ; fhe 
will countenance the infurreclions in Ireland, con-, 
tinne the alarms of invafion, keep u'p the expendi- 
tures of Great Britain, and prevent the restoration 
of credit, until aJlormJhaU burfi forth into a revolu- 
tion." Wonderful Noah ! amazing prophet 1 This, 
according to Bayes, is truly to elevate and furprt/h. 

Lucian, with a happy pencil, ridicules fuch men : 
he obferves, " War is the parent of all things, when 
one action can make fo many hiitorians; and I have 
heard of many of them who wrote the hiftory of 
what was to happen hereafter,** He afterwards 
mentions, " that the people of Abdera were feized 
with a violent epidemical fever, which raged 
throughout the whole city, continuing for feven 
days ; at the expiration of which, a copious dif- 
charge of blood from the noftrils, in fame, and in 
others a profufe fweat, carried it off: it was at- 
tended, however, with a ridiculous circumftance ; 
every one of the perfbns affected by it, being fud- 
denly taken with a fit of tragedtzing, and ipouting 
iambics.'* Noah's difeate is ibmewnat of this type* 
his phantafma being entirely of the tragic caft, as be 
talks of doling the drama, the revolution of em- 
pires, and indeed unfolds fuch horrid crimes to his 
credulous readers, as to make 



" Their knotty and combined locks to part, 
** And each particular hair to (rand on end 
*' Like quill* upon the fretful porcupine." 



SilAK. 



This fee-ftnv t cameleon-like Editer fhows fome me 
thod, however, in his madnefs, for he minutely 
ta 






takes the advice which Mr. Cambridge gave to the 

London gazetteers: " I would advife you (fays 

general not to be fparing of 



this gentleman) in 

your paragraphs, cither in number or in length; and 
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if you alfo take care to add a proper quantity of your 
own reflections, your paper will be greedily bought 
up by all members of oratories, rcafoning ton 
and other talkative aflemblics of this mofl eloquent 
metropolis." 

Neither is Noah by any m^ans lingular in being 
a prophetical, political, and dictatorial n rj for, 

in the hiilory of Currantoes and Mercuries, we 
find, that Woods or Tooker, tl.oie diurnal and heb- 
domadal hiftorians, piiblifhed a paper, called, 
ft News, Old News, and inch News as you never 
heard of/' Then lathed forth March m out Need- 
ham, the prototype of prophet Noah, who, in op- 
position to thole daily and weekly detailers, brought 
forth a Gazette, entitled, *' News for fifty Years to 

»» 

CQJKc. 

The times then, like the prefent, were wild and 
out v\ joint, and almofl: ever) prefs groaned with 
conjectures, proprieties, and lamentations ; but 
F.oal), in this ^lightened age, feems to out-herod 
them all ; he balances Europe with as much facility 
a* a grocer would a pound of fugar, and decides the 
fatf of empires with as much prompt nefs and infal- 
libility as a fortune-teller delineating the future lot 
in Kfe of a gaping country bumpkin ; and at laft 
modeftly affaires, that nothing can prevent the 
completion of his predictions, but the " intervention 
of a miracle" 

A little purging, bleeding, bliftering, and vomit- 
ing, would be of infinite iervice to this bewildered, 
puritanical journalift^ fuch as adminitfered by Swift 
and Pope to Edmund Curl of old. It niuft be al- 
io sed. ; n>wever, that lie is a friend to Government ; 
but a bad advocate, you know, often injures a good 
caufe ; his ^nonicufe and his ravings become now 
truly mfnrTerable. Callimorphus, a phyfician, who 
wr-'e the Hiftory of die Parthian War, talking of 
hiuifelf, iinds out, ** that a phyfician muft be the 

fitteft 
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jfitteft of all men to write niftory, becaufe Efcula- 
pius was the ion of Apollu, and Apollo the leader 
of the MufeSj and the great prince of literature.** 
Analogous to this argument is Noah's deduction, 
that, becauie lie has been a foldier, a mailer of fcho- 
lars 'a fchoolmafter), a language-maker (a com- 
piler of a fpeUing-book), a lawyer, a conftitution- 
rnaker, and a ncwfpaper editor, lie is qualified 
to be a political writer and a prophet. Touch up 
this intane man with the lalh of fatire, reft ore hiiu 
to his priftinc fenfes, and bring him again to be a 
mere retailer of facts ; ad vile him too not to revo- 
lutionize * either the conflitution or the language of 
England, He cudgels his brains too much with 
matters far beyond his reach : let him continue the 
war with the democrats ; his courage and abilities 
are adequate to fuch an undertaking ; but if he goes 
one iota farther, he muft Jofe himfelf. Z. 

New- York) 1 oik July, 1797. 

Dallas. — Mr. Porcupine, Obfervlng in a late 
Gazette, that you advertife for an authentic account 
of the birth of Alexander James Dallas, in order to 
afcertain whether he is an Engliihman or not ; I 
believe the following memoir of this man can be 
fubftantiated with fuch proof as to entitle me to the 
offered reward of ten dollars. 

This famous fans-culotte is a Creole of Jamaica, 
fent to England by the bounty of a relation, where 
he was educated. What letfbns he received there, 
we can only judge of by the fruit they produred — 
if they were thofe of morality and political integri- 
ty, they muft have been perverted by the natural 
depravity of his mind. He there married a decent 



* Vide Minerva of the 8th inft.- 

his own difturbed imagination. 



word entirely the coinage of 
woman, 
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whi 



if 



woman, and, when ot age, returned to Jamaica; 
but, finding the climate of the tropics not fuited 
to the inflammatory difpofition of his brain, he 
came herewith his wife, accompanied by his bro- 
ther, Stewart Dallas, and his family, tinder all the 
appra ranees of wretcbednefs and poverty, naturally 
prod wed by the indolence and vices of an uniertled 
life. Stewart ibon found he could not get bread to 
e.it here, and returned to the ifland, where cxpenfivc 
clothing, and winter fuel, were not neceffary. Our 
hero's refourccs were more fruitful : he hired a 
garret, where he fnuggedit in a cheap way, with bis 
wife and a child. Here, by writing a ballad now 
and then, for the poetical retailers of the ftreets, 
making once in a while a feaman's will, and acting 
occasionally as a copy i A for a low-priced convey- 
ancer, he made fliift to provide a icanty fupply of 
victuals; the rent was left to chance *. Very for- 
tunately for him, and unfortunately for this poor 
State, tome favourable incident introduced him to 
11 ie notice of Hall am and Henry, proprietors of the 
old theatre, who took him into pay on low wages, 
to write fq nibs for them, and puff up their pieces ; 
betides which, he ufed to act in an emergency as 
a deputy prompter. This bettered hiscircumfhmces; 
but fo prone was he to pleafure and vanity, that the 
hard-earned acquifitions of a month would be laid 
out, with the addition of what little credit he could 
procure for domettic lupplies, in a dance and fupper 
for a Saturday night (after he had got a fet of 
down- flairs rooms), in order to fupport his con- 
tcquence with a few fafhionable acquaintance he 
had addrefs enough to mix withj though, in the 



* ft was while he was in this fixation, I prefume, that my 
old ette and feven-pence halfpenny friend Bradford teat him a 
quajter of a dollar to buy fugar. — See Ctnfar for Sept. 1796. 

eniuing 
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enfuing week, his houfe would be affaultcd for 
debts under forty Shillings, without number. In this 
way, however, he rubbed along by hook or by 
crook, fometimes with a full board, at other times 
with an empty one j until, moft fortunately for him, 
the federal constitution of the United States was 
propofed for public difcufllon. As no hirelings 
were wanted by the refpectable citizens and people of 
propert), he inltantly declared for the gang of op- 
position, defperadoes who panted for plunder, and 
wifhed for an opportunity, by throwing the country 
into diforder and confufion. Here he firlx made 
himfelf noticed by the vociferation of his bowlings, 
and by the Billingfgate invective of his writing. 
This was " a grand movement" for Dallas, to 
quote the phrafe of his friend Genet. Our demo*- 
crats toon dlfcovered he would make an ad'tii 
tool, and be an ufeful inftrument in their hands. 
Governor Mifflin therefore took him into patronage, 
and brought him forward into public life, as Se- 
cretary of the Commonwealth. It was, however, 
privately underftood between them, that he was alio 
to be the Governor's Secretary, that is, to write his 
speeches and anfwers, to fcandalize and befpatter 
his opponents, to fetch, carry, and for him; 

and, in fbort, do what no one but a convicl, to fave 
his devoted neck, would have condescended to 
undertake. Various, however, as were the functions 
of his new office, our hero foon became fo expert, 
and followed up his beginnings with fo much art 
and impudence, that the mailer was foon converted 
into the man ; and his Excellency, our chafte and 
honeft, and fober and patriotic Governor, became 
the mere cat's-paw of the Secretary. 

In this fituation he came forward as the fophif- 
tical fupporter of that arch fiend Genet, and exerted 
all its addrefs to protect him from the bold and 
manly expofure of his bale practices by Mr. Jay 
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and Mr, King : the event, however, funk our Se- 
cretary Jtill more in the opinion of honeft men, 
but attached him clofer to M our filter republic:'' 
be became a French advocate with a very liberal 
/alary, affumed the direction of the democratic 
Societies founded by Genet, and completely go- 
verned the mother club : the Jacobins rallied round 
him, and no one figured with more eclat in town- 
meeting harangues to a giddy populace. Genet 
recommended him to Faucbet, whofe favours he 
ihared, as one of the famous flour-merchants. 
The cords of union were drawn ftill clofer betweea 
him and Citizen Adct, of blunderbufs memory ; and 
it is fuppoied his circum fiances are now ib eaiy, 
that he had fortitude or cunning enough to keep 
clear of the over-drawings on the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania, in which fo many of his intimate friends 
were concerned. He has fincc figured as the 
abufcr of the late President, the juftifier of Munroe, 
and the defender of Blount, is a conftant para- 
graphia for Bache's repoiitory of filth, and an aellive 
oppofer of federal mcafures in every way. 

This, then, is the man — be is part Creole, and 
fart Englijh — he is more Freuch than either ; and fo 
variable are his politics, that the higheft bidder may 
always be fure of them. He has been bowing and 
favming the loft winter, at the hoiife of the Britijh 
Mmtfitry who might eafily command his fervices, if 
he chofe to open his purfe ; but I fuppofe he wifely 
thinks that the fidelity of a treacherous Jacobin is 
never to be depended upon. Now, Sir, Submitting 
my claim to your premium, I fubferibe myfelf, Mr. 
Porcupine, 

Your moft obedient, 

A Friend to Government. 

Philadelphia) July 15, 1797. 
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ANSWER. 



Sir, 



I have no doubt of your being a real " Friend to 
Government s *' and I therefore feel myfelf much 
honoured by your communication rcfpe^Hng the 
sdvocate of the French Republic. I am, however, 
obliged to refufe to comply with your expectations 
as to the reward^ the demand for which teems to 
have been grounded on a mifconccption of the 
terms of the offer. " Thus," lay you, " he is 
part Engltjh) part Creole, &c," If this be correct, 
the reward is not your due, for it was not, as you feem 
to have underftood it, offered as a recompenfe for 
proving ** whether Mr. Dallas was an Englifhman or 
not 1* but for producing Satisfactory proof that he 
was not an Englifhman. It is calamity enough to 
have reafon to fear one's lelf the countryman of fuch 
a man, without paying for the lad alfu ranee of the 
fact. Known for an Englifhman myfelf, refolved 
to be known for one as long as 1 poffefs the faculty 
of fpeecb, and hearing Dallas called an Englilh- 
man, I was anxious to wipe off the ditgrace, which, 
as his countryman, was reflected on me; for this 
reafon it was that I advertised for a Satisfactory proof 
of his not being an Englifhman; and, as you fay 
that lie is part Englifh, you have not produced the 
fatisfaclory proof required, and, confequently, are 
not entitled to the reward. 

At the fame time that I thus Irate my reafons for 
rejecting your claim, I cannot help acknowledging 
my obligations to you, for your kind endeavours to 
relieve my mind from a burden by which it has 
been long oppretTed. You have made me half 
happy by afTuring me, that the advocate of the 
French Republic was not born in England ; if you, 
or any one elfe, can Satisfy me that his progenitors 
were French, ^panifh, Turkifb, Mohawk, or any 
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thing but Engliih ; in fliort, if it can be made out 
by ** hmk or h erode" as he made out bis living, 
that he has not a drop of Eoglifh blood in his 
vi 'ins J Pot only promilc to pay the reward of ten 
dollars, Hut to jiivc a hogfhead of the bell: London 
porter into the bargain. 

1 am your moil obliged and obedient fervanr, 

P. Porcupine. 
rjuiaJftyhij, July 1 8, 1797. 



Wednesday, iq ,]1 July. 

WtlfwrnM the American Traitor, — St, John\ An- 
tigua, May 1. The lliip William, Captain At- 
Itiuibn, from Laneaikr and Cork, bound to this 
illand, has been taken and carried into Pobl 
a Pel re. She failed from Cork on the 14th ult. 
md on the 1 ytb«'W. ?° N. and long, 59°' 30'. W. ia 
;orapam with the fhip Bet fey, Captain Fleek, front 
rlalgowj fell in with a French privateer fchooner, 
>f 10 guns, full of men, moJlly Americans, and 
commanded by one Williams an American. The 
privateer immediate!)' attacked the Betley, which 
Utcr ibme reliitancc flruck, and was fent off for 
riiaclaloupe; after which an engagement com- 
ic need between the William and the privateer, 
nd continued for rive hours, when the latter was 
liged to Iheer off, A gentleman from the Weft 
Indies, who lately had the misfortune to be taken 
by the French, allures us that he is personally ac- 
quainted with Williams, whole Chriflian name is 
llaac, a native of Norwich, iiate of Connecticut; 
and that he has treated tome of his countrymen, 
Jell into his hands, with the greatcfl bar- 
irity. 

American Traitors. — Captain Sands, of the Olive* 
branch, frum Bourdeaux, allures *js that the num- 
ber 
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ber of Americans who have fhipped thenifelves 
board French privateers, with a view of enriching 
themfelves on the fpoils of their countrymen, is bv 
no means final I. Many of thefe men hold coin- 
mifiiens. This fa£t would appear incredible, were 
it not confirmed by repeated tefiimonies. From 
tliis circumltance it would appear, that the brutal 
injuries to which our merchants are patiently fub- 
mitting, is in a great meaftire afcribable to the vil- 
lany of our own countrymen. It i&a great misfortune 
to our country, that neither law nor example arc 
iufficient to counteract fuch Shocking depravity. 
Such tranfactions abroad, united to the mod in- 
famous projects of lelf-aggrandixement among men 
of consequence at home (but whole confequencc 
ought to be made more public by placing them on 
gibbets), are iufficient to hold America up to the 
feoffs, contempt, and ridicule of the world. Surely ' 
an honeil man is a jewel of ineflimable worth ! 



Butler* $ Ship taken. Sam-culotietfm rewarded.-^ 
Extract of a letter from an American gentleman, 
dated Cape Francois, June 24, 1 797. i% The Com- 
*' million ftill continue to condemn our veffcls, 
lc captured going to, or coming from Britifh ports ; 
* e and, indeed, fometimes going to French ports, 
*' as in the cate of Mr. Anthony Butler's veiTel, of 
" Philadelphia. The vcflel was actually bound to 
" a French port, with a recommendatory lelhr 
" from Mr. Leromb, the ConfuL-general. She/ 
** was neverthelefs condemned *.'* 



* This Butler is one of the moft furious fans-culottes in Ame- 
rica ; but you fee that did not fave his vefltl, though failing 
ttndtr French govcmmenial protection. 

fa 
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To Peter Porcupine. 

Sir, New- York, iStk July, 1797. 

Having obferved that you offer a reward of 
ten dollars for " (atisfactory proof that J. A. Dallas 
is not your countryman," 1 take this opportunity of 
alluring you that he is not, either by birth or 
defcent. His father was a carpenter at Edinburgh, 
from whence he went to Jamaica, where he begat 
this imp of democracy. If this information be fa- 
tisfa&ory, I am, I preiume, entitled to the offered 
reward, and fhall expect to receive it accordingly. 
I am 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
R — S— ts. 

Sir, Philadelphia, 19th July, 1797. 

On fight you will pleafe to pay to R — S-^ts, or 
t>rder, the fum of ten dollars, value received. 
Mr. A. Drummond, P. Porcupine. 

Boolfeller, New- York. 

Now therefore 

This is to forewarn all perfons whatsoever not 
to call me the countryman of J. A. Dallas; on pain 
of a profecution for fcandal. 



Learned Pig's Departure. — Philadelphia, 1 7th July. 
Yefierdav, being Sunday, the Learned Pig took 
his departure for Trenton. He was conducted as 
far as Harrowgate by a felect party of fans-culottes* 
where, we are informed, they were regaled with a 
trough, filled with the choiceft waihings of the 
kitchen. 

The greateft hilarity prevailed during the enter- 
tainment, and a number of patriotic toafls were 

drunk, 
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drank, among which the following are worthy of 
particular notice. 

1. The French Republic, one and indiviflble. 

2. Thomas JefFertbn, the hiftorian of the Bull, 
and the man of the Swim, 

3. Citizen Munroe, and the French Directory. 

4. Judge M ; Kean, and Lktvitfs Sotv. 

5. Citizen Dayton, trimming, and confifcation. 

6. Ben Bache and bribery. 

7. Thomas Mifflin, J. A. Dallas, and Randolph 
and fuccefs to all others who deal in meal, 

8. Tench Cox and his two negroes. 

9. Lyon, the greateit beaji in nature. 

io» Blair M'Clenacban the fxrft of hogs, 

1 1. May the enemies of the fwine never fave 
their bacon. 

[The Pig having retired} 

12. The Learned Pig — may each of us, his fellow* 
citizens, foon equal him in knowledge, as we already 
do in beaftlinefs. 

The company broke up about iix in the evening, 
and we have the pleafure to add, that they retired 
to their homes in the utmolt good order, not a chop 
or the mark of a tuik being this morning vifible on 
any of their jowls. 

Spanijh Mintfter, — To the Editor of the Gazette of 
the United States. Sir, The Chevalier d'Yrujo is 
much cenfured in the Gazette of the United States 
of Saturday laft, by a writer who ilgns himfelf 
J[mericanus i for having publiihed his letter to the 
Secretary of State. If the crime is in publi thing, 
has not the Government committed this crime 
before Him ? Have we not feen publiflied in all the 
newfpapers, with every mark of official authenticity, 
that the condu6t of the Spaniards demonstrates 
" that they do not mean to fulfil t for an indefinite period^ 

vol. vi. u the 
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theflipuJativns of the treaty ;*' and alio ** that theft 
is much reafon to believe Mr. EHicolfs iufptcions 
well founded, that an midue influence has bt 
era fed ever the Indians , hy the officers of his CathMc 
Majefty y to prepare them for a rupture with the Unittd 
States F* &c. &c. 

Would the Chevalier d'Yrujo have fulfilled the 
duties of his ftation, if he had fiiffered thefe official 
and public attacks upon the good faith of his na- 
tion to have paflcd unnoticed ? Was it not in- 
■cumbcnt on him to elucidate facts, and deftroy con- 
jectures equally injurious and unfounded ? 

Americanus appears to have very extraordinary 
ideas of equity and juftice. On the one hand, be 
does not cenfure the Government for making their 
attack public, through the medium of the j 
and on the other, he is greatly feandalizcd, that the 
attack fhould be repelled with the fame weapon. 
He goes further, by denying to thoie foreign agents 
who come acrofs the feaSj to promote the intereft 
of the powers they repreient, the right to defend 
themfelves when attacked, in a manner not refuted 
to any individual in the United States. A man 
with fuch principles, if he be an American, mult be 
an Angfo- American, 

The plain ftate of the cafe is this. The Chevalier 
d'Yrujo, and the fovereign wbofe tntcrefts he was 
lent to promote, have been publicly and feverely 
itigroari^ed : why mould he be denied the ute of 
the pic Is, to repel an attack through the medium of 
the preis ? The fact is, Sir, that thoie who, for cer- 
tain ends, are in the habit of acting in darknefs, 
dread the light that may be thrown upon their ma- 
chinations by the torrent of truth. 

It is true, that in countries where the prefs is not 
as free as it is here, and where the people have no 
#;are in the government, it is not uiual to give pub- 
licity 
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icity to diplomatic correfpondences ; yet there are 
initances, even with the monarchies of Europe, in 
which considerable publicity has been given in theie 
matters. In the cafe of Arnifeldt, copies of the cor- 
respondence between Naples and Sweden were pro- 
fufely diitributcd to perfons belonging to the diplo- 
matic corps in both countries; and it was finally 
printed in the freer countries^ and published to the 
World. 

But we are not to look to Europe to juftify th< 
propriety of publicity in all governmental concerns 
in this country. Here the Government is the crea- 
ture of the people, of courfe public opinion has pro- 
digious weight ; and if any branch of the public 
functionaries attempt to make, by means of the preis, 
an impreffion upon the public mind injurious to the 
character and iutererts of a friendly foreign nation, 
it is not only the right, but it mull be the duty of 
the reprefentative of that nation to repel the attempt 
in the only way it can be met — alfo through the me- 
dium of the prefs. 

This is what the Chevalier d'Yrujo has done. 
The conduct of the Government of Spam has been at- 
tacked officially and by printing, and he has defended 
the Spaniih Government officially and by printing. If 
in doing this lie has mifreprefented fatfts, and has not 
fupported them by fufficient documents, let it be 
fti own ; or if his deductions from them are falfe, let 
iheir fallacy be expofed ; but in this tree country let 
not befaidj that the prefs lhall be a weapon of attack 
only* and not of defence ; none but an Anglo-Ame- 
rican could maintain fuch a doctrine, 

Verus *. 



* This was written, or at Jeaft handed far publica^on, by Fatfo, 
the Span iUiMialfter'f Secretary. 
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Ojfutof /' ' ■; Gaze/. 

Dea R Don » 1 oM July, 1797. 

You will cxcufe me if I take it rather unkind in 
you not to honour me with a Jingle line in anfwer 
to my two very long and very loring epiftles of Fri- 
day and Saturday lair. Take not this by way of 
reproach, my dear fellow; 1 am not offended at 
your neglecl ; on the contrary,"! feel it as Moniieuf 
Nicholas did the buffets of France, " with the 
warmeil fenfibility, and moll fincere affection." 

However, though I have received no direct an- 
fwer to my letters, I perceive that fome one, under 
the fignatnre of ferns, has attempted a kind of Jide- 
winded anfwer in the Gazette of the Untied Stain. 
This Virtu I take to be you, my dear friend ; not 
becaute the Jignature is at all applicable to the con- 
tents of the letter, hut becauib 1 know it is your of- 
fice to drefs up the fwecpings of Don Carlos's 
brains, and render them lefs difgulting to public 
view. At any rate, whether you are the author of 
the communication in queftion or not, to you I fhail 
addrets my femarks on it. 

You let out by obferving, that the Chevalier 
de Yrujo has been unmercifully renfured for pub- 
lifhing his letter to Mr. Pickering; tor, fay you, 
** if the crime is in publishing, h;is not the Govern- 
ment committed this crime before him?'* — This is what 
in Englifh is culled dog-logic ; that is, it is a mode 
of rca foiling worthy of a brute. How far, by tbe 
fame rule, it may he worthy of a Spaniard, let thofe 
determine who have had the happinels to rdide 
among the fubjeels of the royal and Moil Catholic 
ally of the regicide atheiirs of France. 

" If the crime is iu publiihing, has not the Go* 

vernment 
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vernmettt committed this trims before him f" — No : the 
Government has publifhed before him, yet the Go- 
vernment has committed no crime, and he has com- 
mitted one. We will fuppofe the act to have been 
exactly the fame ; inftead of a ftupkl, vain, infble ' 
half- Carmagnole j half Don like composition, w< 
will fnppofe that Citizen Don Carlos Martinez de 
Yrujo's letter had been douched in the firm, yd de- 
cent language of the American Secretary of State ; 
for argument's fake I Will allow this to have been 
the cafe, and then I will afk you, my dear Fatio* if 
you are fuch an abominable idiot as not to know 
that what Is no crime, nay, what is a duty in one 
man, may be a Very great crime in another ? It is 
no crime, I take it, for a man to go to bed with his 
wife ; but who will pretend that the fame act would 
be no crime in another man, merely becaufe the 
hufband had been there before him ? — Every man 
has a right to inflruct, ad vile, and correct his own 
family ; it is not only a right that belongs to him, 
it is his duty alfo; but, if an impertinent Granger, 
abufing that hofpitality by which he has been ad- 
mitted under the paternal roof, fhould interfere, 
audacionfly oppofe his advice to that of the fa* 
thcr, and moreover contradict and calumniate 
him, his connexions, and his friends ; would not 
fuch an iufolent fcoundrel defervc to be kicked into 
the flreet ? 

According to your doctrine, every thing which it 
is not a crime in the American Government to do, 
may be attempted or done without a crime by the 
Envoy of Spain: confequently, he has a right to 
itTue proclamations, orders for the army, and, in 
fhort, to do every thing that he has feen the Govern- 
ment of this country do, — No : we are down enough, 
to be fure ; your dear, natural, atheiflical, cut- 
throat allies have funk us almoft to a level with 
yourielves* ; undeT their bale influence the AmeticavkS, 

u 3 *s£c 
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arc raft descending to that lafr decree of degeneracy 
and degradation at which the Knights of Cainle 
haVe already arrived ; but vet J truit we fhall not 
bend our necks to you- We may be fold (and per- 
we pinv are) to the Republic of Prance i and, 
if Jo, we mult go over to our new matters: I, 
among therrft, may poiTtbly be obliged to iubrait 
to the Vote, but, rather than fuffer an humbled flare 
of a Spaniard to put it round my neck . I would 
commit that neck to the care of your Septembe 
allic 

I have much more to fay to you to-morrow ; and 
in the mean time I beg of your friendfhip to inform 
me, how Don Carlos came to choofe young Light- 
ning Rod for the printer and retailer of bis ftupid 
and infolent appeal to the people. I will, one of 
thefe days, take the pains to collect together a few 
of Bachc's exprefhons refpeclhig the King of Spain 
and his fubjecb, which, I make no doubt, will be 
very grateful to both. 

\ pray God to preferve you about a week longer, 
Xour obedient iervant, 

P. Porcupine t 

Thursday, 20 th July. 

Letter from a New-England Captain to his Friend at 
Turk's Ijhwtiy dated Cape Francois, Feb. 2S, 1797* 

Dear Peter, 
Prom our mutual friend Reuben Atkins I was 
furprifed to hear that he was told you were carrying 
on a great firoke of bnfmefs at Turk's Ifland, after 
you wrote to us you were fettled fo much to your 
fatistacliou at Surinam. At this damned place I 
have been long amongft a parcel of villains trying to 
procure payment for werchauriife taken froao roe 
by the CoinmiflGoncrs. At lad I have iqceeedet) ; 
vjro thanks to tjieui, but tQ f°nie fajr friends with 

.whotfl 
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whom I fcrapied an acquaintance, and to whom I 
owe every thing ; as, without their affiftance, I 
fhould, like the reft of my countrymen, not have 
got a ibus. In two days, or foonerif pofiible, I fhall 
leave this place, for I fland on ticklifh ground, I 
allure you ; and when you have read what I am go- 
ing to relate, you will fay it is full time to make a 
natural dafh, if I with to efcape the guillotine or 
lamp-poll:* Such a tale I have to unfold as will 
make you fh udder ; — but to begin in form. You 
know, Peter, I was always a favourite wldi the 
girls, and that I have a good perfon, well let off by 
a j& wfgai quoi in the air and manners ; this you 
fnuil acknowledge, though you often told me 1 was 
a damned puppy, inftead of fiudying law with old 
Squaretoes, to go learn French and dancing with a 
new mailer, where I was a complete dab tier, Hey 
Bob, and Statia girls; but this, Peter, was down- 
right envy and jealoufy in you, becaufeour favourite 
Jenny Green always preferred me as a partner, 
Xou remember how you ufed to fwear whenever I 
took her by the hand at couiin Riddle's ; [ hope you 
have left off that low cuftom of fwearing by Zounds — r 
Damn it— I fwear now, mate—- as it is quite out of 
vogue. Well, Peter, I will leave you to judge whe- 
ther I have not brought my dancing and palavering 
French (for which you fa often laughed at me) to 
a pretty good account. On my arrival here my pro- 
perty (and a good aflbrtment it was) was put in re- 
quifition. This I bore with a good grace, and in 
good French too t mark that, Peter ; J gave them 
(as it was need lets to complain) a fample of demo- 
cratical flang on liberty and equality, and, when an 
occaiion offered, was the firft at a civic feaft; 
danced, and fang at ira and the Carmagnole with 
the bell of them, initead of drawling out your 
American commerce and freedom ; whillt my bro- 
ther- iufferers, with woful faces as long as m,y arm, 
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groaning over the Deacons notions and long 
\ Well, what think you, Peter, I did to reco- 
my property ? Why, yo made a hue and 
put forth a lamentable pennon to the rac 
pality ; no fuch thing, I riilure you. Peter; as 
weepmg and grtafhing of teeth woold anfwer little 
purpofe here. Why then, I luppofe you will 
joined in a lengthy complaint to Congreis. Yon 
are full wide of the mark. No no, Peter* it was 
not the interrft of many of thejockies in Congreis 
to advocate fuch a bufmef* whillt Adet had ant 
credit left within the Republic. Why then, what 
the devil did you ? 1 will tell ybu, Peter. By dint 
of ]>crie vera nee, fome patriotic blarney, with a 
fmall dflfli of American modefty, I have capered, 

and ogled niyfelf into the good grace* of 
Santhonax *s lair family ; there I fell on my feet, let 
me tell you, and you may guefs if I did not profit 
by my good foitunc. By this connexion I catneto 
the knowledge of fome fecrcts, the relation of which 
will make you Ihudder, and alfo fliow you tlie peril 
of an intrigue with the connexions of fuch a cat- 
throat raical and incendiary. 1 alrooit. tremble 
when I think of my fituation here ; and fuch has 
)ccn my fituation for tome time pail, for fear of 
very, that I have felt regularly every morning 
if my head was fafe on my fhouiders. 1 fhall now 
proceed better to give you an account of my ad* 
ventures. My fair Nannette, who is a great fa- 
vourite of Santhonax, aftecls to be a mighty poli- 
tician ; and, befides being as clever and knowing 
a girl as your friend Dolly Tipkins, writes a good 
running hand, and is employed by Santhonax in 
copying his difpatches s me tells me, and I think 
it probable, he cntruih her with all his fecrets. By 
ili« by, Santhonax wifhes to be very intimate with 

tit ia leviliihly afraid of his wife, who is of a 
jealous, temper; but of this judge for yourfelf, Peter, 

by 
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by what follows. Nannetie, who believes me a tnu 
democrat, and that I will return to the Cape ant 
marry her, told me, iti the tender hours of dalliance, 
that Santhoiiax has been much difappointed in not 
acquiring the wealth to be expected through his 
wife's and his own intereft with the Brigands : he 
has been foutriog and peftering ever fince his ar- 
rival, to find himfelf fufpecltcd and dilt.rul.led by his 
black friends ; and his brother commiiTaries, who 
expected pretty picking?, arc mightily difappointed 
to tee that Santhonax, from not having made a fair 
divitlon of the plunder of Hifpaniola, had become 
fo very obnoxious to the negroes. 

However, Santhonax and the CommtfTaries are 
determined to realize a fortune by fomc means or 
other : in their ftrlt attempt they were baffled ; 
whieh was to remove tome Brigand chiefs unfavour- 
able to their views, and to make a number of ne- 
groes work in the name of the Republic for them. 
This ftep threw the whole ifland into a flame; and 
the Corn miflaries began to have ierious apprehen- 
iions for their own fafety ; but they are now re- 
lieved from their fears by the fevere drubbing the 
Britifh gave the Brigands to the fonthward, whieh 
would keep them quiet from neceflity, at lead for 
a time. On afking Nannelte what could be 
the motive of the Executive Directory for giving 
orders to feize American property, fhe told me 
it was from neceflity, as they could not procure 
funds to fupply the colonies with Itores and provi- 
sions ; and that they were vexed to find the Ameri- 
cans would not take an adtive part againtt the Britifh; 
but that they were refolved, while the Americans 
were off their guard, to render their enmity or their 
friendfhip of little con fequence to any nation. 

The CommifTaries, in their private in Li ructions, 
are directed to make the fpeediefi: and. beft ufe of 
their orders for defiroying the American com- 
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inerce ; and thai proper inilruc*tions would be dtf- 
patched to Adet, who, with the America n patriots, 
would affign fufKctcnt reafcns for lb ftrange a rnea 
furc; that it was expected the American* would 
grumble and remonftrate long before they would 
think of biting; but fteps would be fpecdiiy taken 
to deprive them of the power of doing much mil- 
chief, fu thai four months at leafi would be gained 
in negotiation; and in that time a fufficient quan- 
tity oi provitions and ft orea would be lecu red; and 
it was expected, that if this meafure was fpeedily 
and well executed, the American ariltocrats would 
be deceived, the Britifh credit destroyed, and from 
the great nefs of the lofs, they would be reduced to 
a ltate of equality, more favourable to the intereft 
l»f the Republic. This, Peter, bad as you may 
think of it, is not the worft of it; tor I find from 
Nannette, they mean to play the tame game in 
America they have done in the Weft Indies. In 
a letter to Santhonax from the Executive Direc- 
tory (for he is the only Commiflary, Nanette fays, 
that they will implicitly trull), he is ordered, with 
Adet, to leave nothing untried to ruin the Britifh 
and American merchants, and to employ proper 
agents to execute this purpofc. On my atking her 
in what manner, fhe anfwercd, By the definition of 
the depots of merchandife in the towns ; and that 
Santhonax had written to Adet, that the heft mode, 
and lean" liable to detection, would be to employ 
a few Cape agents, who were well trained, and 
many of them living in the fea-ports of America, 
of whom he tent Adet a lift, and at the fame time 
propofed to him, if he would undertake the buii- 
ueii to the northward, that he would find and fend 
from the Cape a fufHcient number who would 
volunteer it to the Ibuthward. The bntine£, fhe 
laid, had been partly executed to the fouthward* 
and fume of the agents had returnedj received their 

reward, 
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reward, and gone back with frefli orders, but that 
little had been done to the northward. She faid 
Santhonax was much vexed with Adet, who, he 
iaid, was a pitiful poltroon, afraid of his own fhadow; 
for in cafe of any fufpicion, or even difcovery> be 
might eafily ftiift the odium from himlelf to the 
emigrants and BriLifti ; and he fwore, with the agents 
he had pointed out to him, who were men of tried 
experience and fidelity, Adet might by this time 
liave made a feu-de-joye of every town on the 
Continent, ipflead of his paltry quibbling letter. 
I>id you ever hear, Peter, of fueh a couple of in- 
fernal villains ? there h not a ;>lace in hell hot 
enough for them. Only think of my lofs, 600/. 
by zounds! every copper; for Aia Williams, who 
was brought in here the other day, lays, that the 
houfe aunt Dinah left me, is burnt to the ground; 
as alio couiin Ben's. Oh ! curfe on the rafcals, how 
many thousand? will be deceived by their machina- 
tion^ and plots ! I would inftantly, I fwear, fhoot 
Santhonax through the head, if there were a poffi- 
bility of efeaping. The Commiflartcs expeel a fine 
harveft from their feizures ; and from what I know 
of them, the Republic will be little benefited by 
their acls of piracy. No lefs than 167 fail of vefTets 
have been icized and carried into the Cape, the 
outports, and Cuba, fince they received the orders 
of the Directory ; and I am forry to fay, that it was 
from this fund theCommirTaries paid me, telling me, 
that I was a true fans-culotte, and worthy of being 
a French citizen. Damn their citizen fhip, I iay. 
The CommifTaries have given me a pafs for ajiy veflel 
or cargo I may bring from America, and com- 
mifiion for a number of goods for their families, I 
thought Santhonax, when he gave me his order, 
milled j as much as to fay, Monfieur, you will find 
few goods in America, on jour return. But, 
feter, if they catch me bcre again, I will give thera 
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itc to guillotine me, and barbacuc me into 

Ln« ETeiy vcflcl th*.y can lay their hands on 
cy are turning into a privateer, and I am told the 
iniards arc following their example. Wben I 
ive in America, t fhall write to you by the firft 
vefTel bound to Turk's Ifland. I fend this by 
rd Davis, who fays he will forward it either 
>m the Mole, or Kingfton ; do let me hear from 
you, Peter, as foon as you can. I am, Peter, your 
\c friend and we 11 -wither, 

S. M. Morris. 

A true copy from the original, taken by me at 
'urk's Jfles, this 31ft April, 1797. 

(Signed) John Wright, 

Juftice of the Peace. 

Poftfcrift to ihefame. 

I fuppofe you will be forty to hear that my eld 
nele Nathan is dead, and I guefs of a broken 
em i. You know he was a great follower of the 
aptiib; he fell defperatcly in love with a Baptift 

lifter, you remember that ft iff piece of ian&ity, 
rating, finning Lean, who always groaned and 
*hed at the fight of a fiddle ? the very fame ; by 
e perfualions of the Baptift preacher, it is faid, he 
arried her fix or eight months ago. My old uncle 
rote to me that he had been very loVeiome, iince 
y filler Sally had left home, and that he had 

taken a pious maiden for an helpmate, and it re- 
iced his heart exceedingly, that the Lord had 
iven him a cliofcn vefll'l to be the comfort of his 
Id age [a craek'd pitcher, he meant, Peter] ; for 
ould you believe it, this pious maiden, this chofen 
eflel, five or fix months after they were married, 
rough t him twins, two trapping boys ? Old 
'a than never held up life head afterwards. Joe 
enibn mentions to me in his letter, that it was the 

1 Baptirt 
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Bapiill preacher who tipped uncle Nathan an old 
trader. S. M. 

A true copy, J* Wright 3 J. P. 

Turk's IfleS) ^d April f 1797. 



Friday, 21 st July. 

Nil p per Tandy.— Wq are informed from New- 
York, by this morning's pofl, that the famous Irilh 
patriot, Napper Tamiy, is gone for Europe. It is 
faid that Bourdeaux is his deftination ; and it is 
very probable that his bufinefs is to act as a guide 
to the lans-eulotte invaders. 



French Direflory. — By a Paris paper of the 19th 
of May, it appears that the five tyrants, Barras, 
Carnot, Larcveilliere, Letourneur, and Reubel, ex- 
hibited the farce of determining, by a fort of lottery, 
which of them fhould vacate his functions ; the lot 
fell upon Letourneur, The papers do not fay what 
cut-throat was cbofen in his place. That, I fup- 
pole, was looked upon as a thing of little confequence. 
—After this was over, the Council (of Five Hundred) 
went to bufinefs. After fomc little fham examina- 
tion into the elections, the chief object of which ap- 
pears to have been the rejection ofBarrere, who was 
returned by the department of the Upper Pyrenees> 
the Council proceeded to the election of officers. — 
Pichegru vwdeftly approached to the tribune (oh! the 
modefi murderer of ten thoufand innocent Fle- 
mings). Applaufe began to rnanifeft itfelf ; but out 
of refpect to order it was withheld from a general 
burfl. — If Pichegru recollected that this applauding 
canaille were the very fame wretches who danced 
and iang round the fcaffuld of Robefpierre in Ida 
than three weeks after they had come in proceffion 
to the bar of the AiTembly, to congratulate it on the 
prefervation of his valuable life; if Pichegru recol- 

letfed 
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this, as I dare fay be did, be muft hare given 
fh outing crew a moft hearty curie. 
Pkhfgru. — '♦ I am penetrated," (aid be, " with 
mori lively {rotations of gratitude at thofe de- 
i fl ration* of benevolence which are exprrficdtB 
• i .- : . the prefidency ; but the m 
tc the grvatncA of the duties of thb otEce, 
more I fee) mylelf infufneient to difebarge them 
In accepting it, I depend on your indul* 
particularly as I am not acquainted with the 
and triages •.*' 

Trey hte ttn l5uam and the Bradfords.—A famoui 

irgeon of Dantzick is laid to have been io con 

illy occupied in the cure of his numerous patients, 

hat be abfolutelv fhrTered a cancer on his own nofe 

to carry him to the grave, without ever perceiving it 

is them. Something like this may be often per- 

ived in our over- indn ft nous political hiftorianSj 

a finking inflance of the jultice of the remark 

i, within tnefe few days, been exhibited by my 

worthy brethren, Lloyd and Bradford; who, while 

tbey were labouring day and night to inform the 



Well faid, old marauder ! One would not expc£t a decenter 

ch than this from any man that ever was educated on board 

c gal ties. If Pichegru is not a fool, like La Fayette, he will be 

ic only defpot in France in lefs than three months : the other 

ive» who at prefent play the farce of liberty and equality, he 

y eafily Kick into the kennel, if he does not think it needTary to 

ck them up. But Pichegru is a fbldier ; his brains, Jike Mon- 

eur M'Doweil, the Cong re is- man, are depofited in his belly. 

"e understands nothing but murder and pillage ; and is therefore 

no means calculated to counterplot the metaphyficians and 

lifts; the former will foon prove the fitnefs of hacking his 

ind-pipe, and in lefs than fbur-and- twenty hoars afterwards, the 

iter will have his bones in rhe crucible. Poor monflerl how 

any eyes are upon him at this moment ! J dare fay that Louvet, 

allien,, and Co. have, already found out a foft place to ftab him 

^ui.h is, rmd may furh ever be, the reward of ufurpation 1 

pub be 
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bite of every the moft minute circumfiance con- 

iliccefs of the infurgents of Ireland, for- 

t to lay a word about the infurreclion in their own 

ffice, arid of the bloody battle fought before their 
door. Perhaps, indeed, as the Brad fords came off 
victorious, their exceffive mode fry may have pre- 

ented them from giving an account of the engage- 
ment ; but it is my duty to do juftice to the prowefc 

f my valiant brother typos, and there* ore, ftrft de- 
claring they have not bribed me to trumpet forth 
their praife, I fhall endeavour to discharge this duty 
to the befi of my abilities. 

Mod of my readers mufiVnave heard, that Lord 
Bradford's* principal editor was an I rim man, by 
the name of Duane. He wr.s driven from the E«°"- 
lifh Eail Indies for attempts to create a rebellion ; 
lie was the author of the iiupid, infolent, and fedi- 
tious letter to General Wafhiugton, figned Jafper 
Dwight ; and during this ieffion of Congrefs he 
was turned out of the Hall, and forbidden to re- 
enter it, on account of his infolence to one oi the 
federal members. Such being the character of the 
man, it was not at all wonderful that ray old friend 
Bradford ftiould engage him to conduct the t( Mer- 
rhatifs Advertiser .-" — whether fuch a choice was 
agreeable to the merchants or not, will be teen by 
the encouragement they in future give to the paper. 
Some few days ago, Jqfper gave in his rcligna- 
tion — for what reafon I know not : but, from the 
fcquel, it will, I fancy, appear that money , thatcurfed 
root of all evil, was at the bottom,. 

A reparation, except it be from the fangs of the 
French fans-culottes, is in general eafily effected. 
My Lord had only to turn his back on the infurgent, 
and the infurgent on my Lord, and there was an end 






4 For a full explanation of this title, fee Ceoibr for Sept* (796. 
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f it. But J,;ifcr had n btii — dreadful infirm 
tall tiroes, and particularly when it comes in con. 
ct with an empty purfe : when thefe meet, they 
e like thunder and lightning. All was tran- 
Utl at my Lord Bradford's on Tucfday lalL It 
the lounging hour of two in the afternooo, 
is Lordihip lay ftretcbed on his fide, his 
ul fupported on his hand, listening to the merry 
vement of the odoriferous preia, or, percbai 
'joying >n imagination the profits of other " 
ions,** and other ** Hones to grt0W$" and paying 
tbcm with other ,( one and/even fence halj 
when, all at once, in rufhes Jajper, draws out bis 
bill (apparently with hoftile intentions), and pre- 
sents it at my Lord's poeket, Hi& Lordfhip, by in* 
lHnrf, drew back, Jq/per&ttd ; but, whether from 
the bill's being overcliarged, or from the fharp i 
of Lord Bradford, it had not the leaft effect.— To 
quit metaphor; Jafper now grew outrageous ; lie 
feized the fon William by the nofe, and pulled him 
from the tlep of the door ; the youth returned the 
compliment by a punch in the guts, which brought 
the infur^ent in the gutter, where (oh nobility, hide 
thy head for ever!) he was affailed by the old Lord 
himfelf, who maUctcd his bead with as little mercy 
he would that of his old fovereign King George, 
if he could get it under his clutches. The fon Sa- 
muel row came out, and willing to prevent the fur- 
ther effufinn of blood, challenged Jafper to tingle 
combat ; but he had taken refuge under the hofpt- 
table roof of Citizen Magoffin, whence he refuted to 
budge, pledging, however, his fat red honour, that 
lie would fee the triumvirate, one at a time, willi 
iword and piflols. 

Thus ended the war, as far as fills could carry it j 
but Jafper being now in the pay of the O'G 
we may expect icon to fee it recommenced with 
the pen. In the mean time both parties have ap- 
pealed 
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pealed to the lawyers ; my LotcI Bradford has fuet 
Jafper for an affault, and Jafper has fued him for 

the amount of the bill. ■ Oh Democracy ! how da 

thy children difgrace thee I 

As Bradford feerns refolved to pickup all the jail- 
birds that rotne in his way, if I were in his place I 
would build a dungeon to keep them in order ; and 
this he could the better manage, having himfclf been 
a jailor during the greater part of laft war *. Ji 
he fhould find a pillory neceflary, Lloyd could give 
very exact information both as to its conftruftioa 
and its uie. 



SATURDAY, 22 d JfJLY. 

La Fayette and Bonaparte. — From a Paris paper of 
1 6th May. " Citizens La Fayette, Latour-Mau- 
(t bourg, and Bureau -de-Puzy, are at laft fet al 
ft liberty. Thanks to the generous Bonaparte 1 Hi: 
** feeling heart waited not the order of the Dire&orj 
< e to reclaim thefe inter efting vklims *f\" 

French Hypocrify. — Reply of L. P. Segur to cerfah 
OhfervaUom of the Moniteur and Redaclmr — theft 
a Paper twder the Influence of the Dire£tory t 
latter, the official Gazette of Government, 

In No. 228 of the Moniteur certain remarks are 
made upon a piece I had written relative to the ap- 



* And a mod: unmerciful wretch he. was to his unfortunate 
Tory neighbours. 

+ This is a complete fpecimen of that fenfelefs jargon whic 
frequent literal tranflations flora the French have rendered fami- 
liar. The generous Bonaparte, with his fitting heart, haftens 

to to do what ? Why, he haftens to reclaim La Fayette and 

CV>. who are called interefliag vufims. I muft confefa, that if 
dungeon had not reclaimed them, they flood in need of the chaftife* 
menr. of the Corfican wolf j but, when we are repreltntmg 
man, or mlier favage, as hafteuing to undertake fuch a tafk as this, 
we might le;;ve his generojtty and his feeling heart to he extolled oa 
another occafion. 
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pcarancc of a rupture between France and tta 
United States of America. This is too in- 

tending not to be ferioufiy examined. 

The author reproaches me with too warmly een- 
Turing the conduct of Government, I am now lets 
than ever difpofed to do this, as the Directory has 
glorionily terminated a campaign fruitful in 
dcrs — by a peace» the moderation of which appears 
to enfure its folidity. If what is laid be true ; it the 
Directory, forgetting the bickerings of party, and 
fifing above the fatal pailions it engenders, has really 
given orders for fn&tching from the fangs of defec- 
tum, the victims it took pJeafure in tormenting ; if 
it has broken the chains ot the prifonersat Olmutz— 
If this be fo, every friend of liberty mutt neoefiarity 
unite in extolling their conduct, and declare they 
bave deferred well of humanity ! But this event fur- 
nifties an additional realbn to wifli that its conduct 
may, in all refpecls, be conjsjieni — WMlt our en 
are made to rejft&our juj}nc i uitr jnmds ought to Jtavt 
no reafon to complain ofourjevertiy. 

I fhnll very tranfietitly pafs over the greater part of 
the remarks, to come at the laft } which alone appears 
deferring of ferious difcuflion. 

Probably the author does not wifh that I fhotild 
fir ft inquire whether the American merchants have 
ibid us dear or cheap the grain we itand in need of j 
nor whether we have paid them as w r e ought : he 
cannot wilh I fhould prove that it is extremely dif- 
ficult for a large convoy to leave the ports of a 
country without permiffion from Government, The 
refult is evident— Europe w ifhed to iiarve us ; 
America has fed us. 

Neither can the author wiib that I fiiould in- 
quire whether, when every European power refilled 
to acknowledge our independence, it was pofllble 
>r the Prelident of the United States to determine 
lis important querlion, without referring it to the 

Legitlaluxe. 
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:<*iflature. The anecdote of the arrival of Mr. Ta- 
Ion ihould not be Separated from the iifue of his 
meafures : and we ought, with refpecT: to this point, 
to limit our views to the refult, which is, that the 
American Government has not acknowledged the 
miniiters of a Prince, but was the only one ivhich at 
fhiit time courageonjly and fublicly acknowledged the 
French Republic, which all Europe ivas labouring to de- 
Jlroy tn Id infancy ! ! ! 

It is well known, that in time of war neutral 
countries have frequent fiibjcdts of difpute with the 
belligerent powers, relative to the deciiion of prize 
caufes, and the adrmflion or refufal of vcflels into 
their ports. Thefe difpntes, often tedious in the de- 
termination, are fcldom of a nature to occafion re- 
prifals ■ and, nohvithitanding the difficulty of pre- 
eilHy adjusting the respective pretentions in cafes of 
this nature, able and patient negotiators generally 
obtain all the fatis faction they delirc, whenever the 
grounds of their complaints are well underitood. I 
have frequently experienced the iruth of this in 
Raffia, and peace could never be preferved if thefe 
fecondary difputes were necefFarily coniidered as re- 
quiring reprtfals and hoflility to redrefs them, I 
have obfervedby the Report of the American Secre- 
tary of State, that Mr, Pinckney was charged to 
fatisfy France as to thefe objects ; which induces me 
to perlilt in conildering the Britiih treaty as our 
only caufe of diflatis fact ion. 

The author cannot ferioufly with that I fhould 
examine whether I have too promptly decided a very 
difficult queftion — that is, whether or no an inde- 
pendent State has the right of making a commercial 
treaty with any power whatever. I believe that no 
writer can entertain a doubt on this fubjecL Let 
US then pafs to the quell ion of expediency. 

In ordinary atenmftanees, any government would 
x 2 certainly 
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certainly give an tnexcufable proof of ill will to fa 
all)-, it it Availed itfelf of its right as an independcul 

r, to conned iUelf by a treaty of commerce 
with the enemy of that ally. Such condurl would 

, not indeed a war, but a considerable 
nr.fs between the two nations. The duties 
lhould never ceafe to be fulfilled ; but the relations 
of friendship and good will might be fufpended. 
Bat the circumflances of the United States were not 
I and though the author affirms that the 
Republic, in 1794, had decided the fate of the war, 
yel the three glorious and bloody campaigns which 

fince taken place ; their various events, anJ 
the political dorms we have undergone, before at- 
taining to the prefent confutation, evidently prove 
how uncertain thecataftrophe of this grand drama 
mult have appeared. Our marine was deftroyed; 
that of Great Britain became daily more formidable: 
and the American Government, dreading to fee itfelf 
expofed to the refentment of an exafperated power, 
thought itfelf compelled by imperious neceflity to 
conclude the treaty of which we complain. In con- 
cert with every Frenchman, and a confiderable 
number of Americans, I difapprove their error ; but 
cxiiVmg circumflances plead their excufe ; and I 
could have vviihed that the French Government, 
iblicitous to recall, not punifh its ally, had adopted 
meat u res of friend (hip, and not of rigour, which to 
me appear equally repugnant to found policy and 
impartial jultice. 

The moil eilential article of the observations is 
that relative to the provisions of the treaty ; and the 
author will permit me to remark, that he rather 
chides than probes the difficulty. It is too well 
known, that the pride of Britain has never bed 
willing to fioop to the dictates of morality ; and that 
fhe has ever been eager to feize property which a 

jjeutpl 
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neutral flag fhould make facred and inviolable. 
This tyrannical conduct has compelled (Weral 
povvers 3 and particularly thole of the firft import- 
ance in the north of Europe, to arm in defence of 
their flag, I was charged by the former Govern- 
ment to join the confederacy on the part of France, 
in order to force England to acknowledge the princi- 
ples of this un verfal morality; and I am confident 
the Americans would have done the lame if they had 
been in poifefiion of a naval force to enable them. 
Their weakneis in this refpect is their only excufe . I 
ihall not inquire whether this circumfLniee fhould 
not, in our opinion, alfo be an excufe for them, nor 
whether, renouncing our own principles j it is con/l 
in its to hint aie that injujttce we have Jo loudly ttprt- 
hendi'd in the Enghjk, in concert with ALL Europe. 
This queltion would deferve a profound difcuflion, 
if it related alone to the feizure of Engliih property , 
found on board of American vefTels. 

But we are very far from confining ou delves fo 
this kind of reprifals. Almofl every American vctUl 
is feized, and condemned under the pretext that th< 
are unprovided with a r ole d'equ'tpage^ although the 
form of the paflport annexed to the treaty of 1778, 
is the only certificate neceffary to prove the property 
American j and though this palfport may prove 
that it has been granted by the confti fitted authori- 
ties of America, after the Captain hasfurnilheda lilt 
of the names of the crew, the only formality 
required in a country where the failors are not 
clafTed. 

Whatever regulation may have cxiflcd in France 
anterior to this period, it is a wcll-cftablifhcd prin- 
ciple, that nothing beyond what is provided for in 
the treaty can be required. If any additions be nc- 
cefiarv. they can be made only in the negotiation ; 
and time muft be given for the due execution of the 
fupplementary articles. 

x^ B\ii 
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But let us frankly avoid every diplomatic di: 
fion* The couelufion of the letter of the Miiiiiter 
of Jufiiee throws considerable light upon the ques- 
tion we are examining. It is clear that ibi 
Government, diHWttsncd with the American, I 
>y acls of rigour, in feizing American property, 
mder any pretext whatever, to force that pov\, 

ak its treaty with Great Britain, which greatly 

lifpl cafes ub ; and that it promifes, in this cafe, that 

the Americans thai! experience all the juilice and 

volcncc they have a right to expect of us. This 

is the real fuel, without fliifl or evafion : but it is the 

fyfiem winch I conceive to be not only unjufl, but 

ipolilic. 

I will not repeat what T have already faid to efta* 
bliih the injuftice of it ; hut to prove its impolicy I 
ihall only fay that its mop prohahle confeqnence 
to embitter vat only the Government, but every individual 
in the United States agaiuji us. I will only repeat 
"uit we have as yet comparatively no marine, white 
the Enghfh have a formidable one ; that if we oblige 
the Americans to make a deciiive option between the 
two powers, motives of fear may force them to th 
r tde of England ; and that we ihall then have accom- 
pli fhed the precife objeel our enemy fo ardently 
vifhes for, and has uniformly had in view. On the 
contrary, a mild claim of juftice, and negotiations 
ably and prudently carried on, would moft afliire»l!y 
have recalled onr ancient allies around our car of 
victory, and withdrawn them from their former op- 
preffcrs. 

IVe have been the terror of the world hy our crimes 
and misfortunes — %ve excite its admiration by our cm- 
rage — it is time to deserve its esteem, by our 

JUSTICE AND OUR MODE RATI OK. 



Porcupine's Remarks on Segur's Reply. — The pro- 
duction of Segur { have copied literally from the 

2 Ne^ 
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New-York Gazette ; I have been careful alfo to pr 
lerve all its frippery of italics and capitals, and 
4hall, by way of introduction to my obiervations on 
it, remark tbat the editors of that Gazette printed 
the whole eilay in characters of afupcrior fize, gave 
it for title, iS important — truly so V and told 
the public, by way of preface, that it was " with 
** plcafure they lud it in their power to lay any ih'mg 
- * before their readers, which had a tendency tolejjen 
ff the proJpe3 of a rupture with France** 

The writer was, it feems, a fecond-rate diplomatic 
TVJinifter under the old Government; that he has, 
therefore, like many of his perfidious colleagues, 
added the crime of ingratitude to that of trcafon, H 
certain ; and there is little doubt that it was this 
jdouble degree of infamy that recommended him to 
the favour of the fovereigh people of our virtuous 
filter republic. 

This reply, as it is called, is merely a defence of 
his own opinion refpecting America, in opposition 
to that of the Government papers of Paris. Did the 
performance, therefore, breathe the moit perfect. 
ipirit of frlendfhip towards this country ; did it fet 
forth the injufHce of the pa ft conduct of France, 
exhort the Government to make us compenfation for 
their robberies, and to defifl immediately from all 
further attempts on our property and independence; 
were this its language and thefe its objects, and were 
it the production of one of the moil virtuous mtlcad 
of the moft infamous of the human race, Hill, as 
containing no more than the mere opinions and pre- 
cepts of an unauthorized individual, it would not, 
in the cftimation of any reasonable man, he looked 
upon as a thing of national importance ; as a docu- 
ment to which we oujjht to refer for a knowledge of 
our deftiny. But the fact is, it breathes no inch 
(pint ; n.or does it cenfure the conduct of the Direc- 

X 4 107* 
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tory, or queftkm its right to interfere wilh our con- 
cerns. 

The author considers our offences under three 
heads — firfl, the Governments deliberating whether 
it mould receive the Envoy of the Fauces ur not; 
fecoiidly* the decilions of our courts of juftice re- 
fpeciing French prizes ; and, thirdly, the Britiih 
treaty. Now, who would not imagine, from the 
flattering exordium of the New-York editors, that 
ilr.s " emm-tit writer" has ailerted our right t< 
berate with refpect to the reception of an Er 
our . :ghl to exercife the judicial authority in 
country y and our right to make treaties without tk 
leave of France ? This, I think, was the lea ft wc 
could expect irom our boafted friend and advocate, 
or. whom we are defired to place lb much reliance. 
Very far is L. P. Segur from afierting any fuch th 
he withes the ufurpers to pardon us for deliberating, 
not becaufc we had a right to deliberate, but becaule 
the rcfult of the deliberation was favourable to tk 
v fur per s. The decifions of our courts of law he 
witlies to be pardoned — not becaufe we had a right 
to decide at all on the prizes, hut becaufe Mr. 
Pinckney was charged to fatisfy France on the jubjed. 
As to the third and moil important point, the-Brithh 
treaty, Citizen Segur plainly affects that we bad no 
right to make it, and that France is very jvjlh d/f- 
fkafed with us for the liberty we have taken on that 
head ; and his only reafon for advifing the defpots 
from iniiiting on our breaking it immediately is, 
il that the moJt probable confequence of fuch a ttep 
tf would be to embitter not only the Government, hut 
" every individual in the United States againji us* I 
** will not only repeat that wc have as yet compa- 
<( ratively no marine, while the Plnglifh have a for- 
" midable one — that if we oblige the Americans to 
" make a deeitlve option between the two powers, 

11 motifs 
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motives of fear may force them to the fide of Eng^ 
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land* 

Thus we fee plainly that it is not on the ground 
of right that he defends us, or exhorts the Directory 
to fparc us ; it is on that of fnlicy only : fear that we 
fhould call in the aid of Great Britain, while France 
has, ** asyet," hardly any navy. When fhe has a 
navy, this bar will of courie be removed ; and if 
we cannot be bullied into a relitrquifhment of the 
treaty now, we fhall be bailed into it then. This is 
the friendly advice of our advocate, the eminent L. 
P, Segur ; this " lejjens the profpeil of a rupture with 
** France ;" this is the voice of contortion to our 
afflicted minds. Mifcrable and defperate indeed mull 
be the affairs of a nation — funk and degraded its 
fpirit, when it catches with avidity at fuch a vague, 
unauthenticated, and, at the fame time, in (blent in- 
dication of the pacific intentions of its enemy. To 
prefer ve peace is certainly a mo it deiirable objeel j 
but a nation that has nothing elfe to preferve is abfo- 
lutcly unworthy of the name. Yet this ii-cms to be 
the all in all of (he editors of the New -York Gazette ; 
lb that what they communicate to their readers 
" letfens the profpect of a rupture,'* they care not 
how infolent it be, or how degrading to thenilelves 
and their country. Were it* not for their endlefs 
commemorations of the fuccefles of laji war, and 
the boozing matches that it occations to this day, one 
would really take thofe good people to be Quakers. 



It iflt Emigrants. Pqftor Arnold, — New- York, 21 it 
July. Ye.lt erday arrived the fhip Warren, Giptain 
Stanton, in fifty-two days from Newry, with about two 
hundred fouls. On the 29th of May there was no infnr- 
reelion in Ireland, and in the opinion of the moll in- 
telligent men, none would take place, as Government 
had, by feizing papers belongingto fome Committees 
pi United Irithnicn, developed their object and plans, 

and 
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and were purfuing the mod rigorous meafures to 
prevent their intended purpofes. The count i\ 
full of foldicrs — magiftratcs acted at dilcrction , fend- 
ing fome on board tenders, others to prifon, and, 
latterly, thofe who were apprehended were lent to 
camp to be tried by martial law. The Reverend 
John Arnold, late Paftor of the Freibyter'tan congre- 
gation at Balhbay, in the county of Monaghan, is 
8 paiTenger, and among the number of thofe who 
were obliged to fly the country forefpoufing thepo* 
pular caufe. It was cuftomary for the country to 
aflcmble to reap the oats nx\d.fod the potatoes of fuch 
as were w/pri/otted for patriot ijm, or were otherwiic 
objects of coramiferation. This gentleman thought 
it do degradation of character to march at the head 
of a party, who planted the potatoes of five Jielpkfs 
widows i for this action he was full a proper object 
of perfecution : a military guard robbed his fan 
his arms \ but by timous information he had cfcaped 
a few moments previous to their arrival, without ereii 
taking leave of bis wife and family *« 

Monday, 24 th July. 

American Morals. — To every reflecting mind, a 
review of the events which have taken place among 






* After congratulating my readers on the ftrength, rigour, and 
■fuccefs of the Irifh Government, and on the operation of martial 
law on the rebels, I cannot refrain from joining them in comtnifera- 
tlng the cafe of P afar Arnold* It was cuftomary, itfeems, to affift 
thofe who were imprifoaed for f atria ti/ntj and accordingly the good 
gentleman was marching at the head of a party to affift five iiclplefs 
widows mfoddingtbtir potatoes! This is i'urely Irifh ; for, though 
five helpleis widows might very probably be imprifontd for patri- 
etlfm in that patriotic country ; yet being fo imprifoned, how could 
the Paftor be marching to ajjifi them in the pot a t*>e- fields ? 

It was abominably barbarous, to be Aire, for foldicrs to rob an in- 
offenfivc clergyman of hit arms t to tear from his {acred ciutches hi» 
" holy text of pike and gun;'* the comfort of his declining yan, 
and the rock of his falvation ! — Query; Did the Reverend Mr. Ar- 
nold keep arms in his houfe to reap outs and fod potatoes with? 

fome 
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fomc great political actors in the United States within 
a few years pail, mult be attended with extreme grief, 
mortification, and apprehenfion ; with grief, for the 
great depravity and corruption of morals which they 
manifeft ; with mortification, as they affedT: the ho- 
nour and purity of the American character; and 
with ferious apprehenfion of the confequences which 
may refult from the influence of fo many examples 
of an abandonment of integrity, not among the 
commonalty, for vice in the vulgar clafles is to 
met with every where ; but in high and exalted Na- 
tions, and in perfons ielected by their fellow -citizens 
to fill offices of great trull:, difti notion, and confi- 
dence. 

When we behold a Secretary of State, in whom 
pride alone fhould have fupplied the place of virtue 
on account of the eminent and dUtinguillicd family 
from whom he was defcended, and with whom he 
was related, baiely forfaking his duty, meanly offer- 
ing hirnfelf for a purchafe, and bartering his country 
for the gold of an intriguing foreigner; when we 
fee a great diplomatic character return from an em- 
bauy in which he betrayed the be ft interefts of his 
country to the politics of an infidious nation, and 
humbling the American people, by liflening to a 
public abule of them, carefled, ieailed, and juili- 
iied by the firfl: officers in the Government ; when a 
member of the Senate of the United States is detected 
in debauching the fidelity of the public fervants, and 
in plotting fchemes of ambition and defperate enter- 
priie, tending to commit the peace of his country : 
when it is now notorious that reprefentatives of the 
people in Congrcis were in ftp i mental in fomenting 
and encouraging the late hifurrection in the Weft, 
and that the principles of the chief magiftrate of the 
State in which it unhappily appeared, were lb much 
fufpecled of difaffection, and his attachment to the 
country fo (jueitionable, that it was found untafe to 

cjcvs&Sfe 
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liU ha :n, in fa<9, 

and his friends, weredif- 
1 in applying to their own purposes, without 
L witboul , large i 

,iaiJhipof apuldieinftitution; 
rlicn the il andC t an extent! ve bank 

and a principal i er bant 

.1 lea-port, eonncacd with a man 
mt long fince in an elevated lituation, are iouad 
their fruits, and embezzling the property 
icy were paid to protect j when a Judge of the Pleas 
publicly detected in fhop-Iifting ; when an ofrkef 
a confpicuoufi nation in the collection of the Te- 
;cnuc is difrnifTi d tor delinquency ; when a roercliant, 
ilcly a member of the National Legislature, the 
irk limu in a commercial character, has 

wantonly engaged in the wildclt febemes of fpecu- 
ilion and expeme, and in connexion with a man 
hofc high reputation had called him to an elevated 
• of control and fuperintendence, involving io 
their OWQ tall mure families in general and pungent 
burets, than a tljonfand bankruptcies had evctr pro* 
1 ; when an ailociate Judge ot the Supreme Court 
is held in dureill lor an immenfe debt, contracted in 
ifionary plans of perfonal aggrandizement ; when 
time has brought to light that a pro found philolbpher 
ind flatefman, whole fame had filled Europe and 
ktnerica, meanly and traitoronfly contented, in the 
.■cry moment of public enthufiafm, when there States 
laajuft achieved their independence, to place it in 
le hands of France, without condition and without 
control; in tine, when we view the fecond magis- 
trate in the United States, the preiiding head of an 
independent branch of the Government, creeling the 
fiandard of oppofition, rallying around it a ho ft of 
lalcontents, and taking a poiiiion as the chief ot 
a faction j when we tee him openly vindicating the 
intuits and a££rcilious pf a foreign nation, purpofely 

initiating 
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initiating the political fituation and fentiinents ot* 
the country in correfpondenee with adiitant fl ranger, 
and courted by the plunderers and enemies of Ame- 
rica — when all ihefe fhameful and degrading circum- 
fiances are reviewed, what are we to think of our 
republican morals? Well may we exclaim with the 
ConfefiTor Fauchet, ti if this people are thus early de- 
" crepit, what may we expecl: in their old age V* 
The hiftory of the moft corrupt nation, and the moft 
delpotic or degenerate monarchy in Europe, cannot 
produce a like number of infiances of fuch fcandal- 
ous, criminal, and traitorous conduct in their public 
functionaries, it may be fafely affirmed, even in the 
lapfc of a century- After fuch examples, how can 
it be wondered at that an advertilement fiiould ap- 
pear in our public prints., giving notice of afwindling 
alignment of his eftate, by a member of Congrcfs 
in the vicinity of the capital, for the purpofe of de- 
frauding his creditors ; or that our people fhouki join 
the French marauders, and pillage the property, and 
threaten the lives of their dcfencelcfs countrymen, 
under the flag of thefe pirates ; or that we are fo 
abufed and humbled as to fubmit, with patience, to 
the public infults of a frivolous Spaniard, half don 
and half ians-culotte ? 



Venice and Bonaparte, — We fee by the infamous 
proclamation of this fcoundrel, rcipedting Venice, 
that that ancient and celebrated republic, after having 
weathered the ftorms of twelve centuries, is like to 
fall a focrifice to the all-devouring tyranny of Franc.-. 
Jl teems that, after having feen their towns burnt, 
their wives and daughters deflowered, their religion 
intuited, and their boufes plundered, the Venetians, 
wearied out with a feries of fuch outrages, took the 
pious, though defperate, refolution of Sacrificing a 
few hundred of thefe cut-throats : this offence a ge- 
nerous enemy would have pardoned, when he knew 
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it was Ihe confequencc of his own provocations i 
but Hie lavage Corfican chief is not fuch an enemy ; 
he is glad of a pretext To plaufible to glut his hungry 
myrmidons with the riches of many years peaceable 
commerce. 

As the infidels have now no enemies remaining lit 
that quarter, except the Venetians, they will not 
meet with much difficulty in lubjugaling the repub- 
lic, efpcclally as they have been long enough there 
to debauch the principles of the lower clafies by the 
vile doctrines of equality ; and the mildefi fate that 
the Slate has to expect is, lo be plundered without 
mercy, under the name of contributions ; to lofe 
her richefl Italian provinces, and to have her Go- 
vernment new-modelled a In mode Franeaift\ Five 
Doges, inJlcad of one, will hereafter wed the Adri- 
atic annually, as the proxies of their French lords* 
Neither her ancient fame nor her prefent pacific 
principles, will afford Venice any protection againft 
the gripe of the rapacious marauders, 

Notwithflanding Bonaparte's criminations, no marl 
of common fenfe and candour will believe, that the 
Venetians, who had refilled every folicitation of (he 
combined powers to make a common caufe againlfc 
France, would have committed any ho fti lines again ft 
her, unlefs their patience had been exhauitcd by the 
greatctl outrages. No I the fcene alone of the pre- 
tended crimes proves the manifeft faliehood of the 
charge : Padua, Verona, \ icenza, &e. are all within 
the Venetian territories : and, of courfe, whatever the 
inhabitants did there was in their own defence. Every 
law, human and divine, would have warranted them 
i n extirpati og the in vaders . H ad l he c * Lion of St, Murk 
" in reality verified the oil proverb* that Italy is the tomb 
" of 'the French? and rid the world of thofe manlier?, 
he would have deferv&d well of mankind. The ven- 
geance would have been more juft on thefclhan any 
ot the former invaders of Italy, either ancient or 

modern ; 
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fnodcrn t inafmuch as thele furpafs all ilieir pieJc- 
ceflbrs in crimes. Until thefe profligate davs, there 
have been fome principles of honour, even in war ; 
an enemy has confined hunfclf to what mifebief he 
could do by his own force and that of his allies f but 
the firft objccl of the French lavages, in all the 
countries where they have entered, has been to fn ap 
the bands of focifety afunder, to teach rebellions, and 
to tempt ttibjetfts to fight againft their fovercigns by 
the lure of plunder. Thele are bafe and cowardly 

I principles, and ought to be profcribed by all man- 
kind, as hoftile to every virtue; but it is to thele 
principles that the French owe all their fucceffes 
and for thcie their name will be ever infamous abov« 
all other tyrants and ufurpers. 

Spanijh Minifter. — To the CA% r ALi£R. YftUjo, 
Minifter of Spain. As it would greatly aggravate the 
outrage which you have committed againit the Go- 
vernment of the United States to fuppofe that your 
audacity had proceeded upon extenlive and correct 
information relative to diplomatic rules and autho- 
rity ; and as neither your writings nor your conver- 
fation warrant fuch a conclusion, I am contented to 
believe that, on the prefent occaiion, you are at once 
the victim of an infidious defign on the part of your 
advifers, and of an infufferable vanity on your own 
part. 

The defire of appearing what you are not, and 
never can be, a politician and an author, has be- 
trayed you into an excefs which would degrade an 
understanding even weaker than yours. To this 
belief, that you have been betrayed in this exeefs, 
you will be indebted for that portion of lenity which 
I may obferve towards you in the fequcl of my re- 
marks on your very extraordinary conduct. 

Prefatory to thefe remarks, I muit call your at- 
tention to an historical fact, which, in your volumi- 
nous: 
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itrnis readings, may have efcaped your recollcelioti. 
i tins Ui t you may collet an mfirucYion which, 
liilc it reproves your late intemperance, may ferve 
as a guide i-»r yoiw future conduct if the forbear- 
ance of OUT policy ihould overlook your firft indil- 
crction, and tolerate your future rcfidencc among 
us, 

" Tn the year 1690, during the reign of William 
III. the Marquis of Canales, the Spanifh Ambai- 
fador at London, delivered a memorial to the 
Lord* Ju ft ices (the King being on the continent), 
in which he complained of the conduct of the 
Britiih Court towards Spain, and appealed from 
the King to the Parliament." 
The regency had no fooner communicated this 
paper to the King, than he ordered the Ambaflador 
to quit the kingdom in eighteen days, and to remain 
within his houte until the time of his departure.— 
He was likcwife given to understand that no wri- 
ting would be received from him, or any of his do- 
meftio\ 

M Mr. Stanhope, the Englifh Minifler at Madrid, 
** was ordered to complain of the affront offered to 
" his matter, which he ftylcd an infolent and faucy 
B< attempt to ilir up iedition in the kingdom by ap- 
*' pealing to the people and Parliament of England* 
*' again tl his MajeOy." 

It is poflible that the foitrce from which this fact 
has been drawn, will be confide red as too pure to be 
regarded by you as a precedent of any authority ; 
and therefore with a view to accommodate the turbid 
temper of your opinions, I will recall to your re- 
membrance what palled on the part of Genet, the 
great apofrle of dhbrganization, when he was charged 
with au intention of appealing from the Govern- 
ment to the people. — Such an authority cannot fail 
to command your refpect. 

Genet, alarmed at what had efcaped from him 

with 



with relpedl to an appeal from the Government to 
the people of the United States, and convinced that 
the deliberate avowal of iuch an intention would 
completely diferedit and defeat his fchemes, raved 
loudly againft the charge, and threatened to pro- 
iceute the authors of to vile a calumny. Such a 
difclaimer of the right of appeal from the Govern- 
ment (o the people, may have confiderable influence 
in convincing you how grofsly you have been im- 
pofed upon, in being made the dupe of your own 
vanity, and the malevolence of your adviiers. 

The confluences of fuch intemperance and in- 
discretion, to your own pretentions, and to your 
mailer's interefls, will be explained in a fublequent 
communication, 

Americanus. 



Spattijh Jacknfs. — In iEfop's fable of the lick Hon, 
we read, thut, among the many beafts that came to 
infult, was the afs, wh* had his kick at the indif- 
potcd fovereign of the forefts ; and now, to be fare, 
after other beafts have vented their fpite, the Spamjh 
Jackafs, thinking the Lion paft recovery, brufhes up 
to exercife his cowardly hoof on hira. But let the 
defpicable animal beware ; for the Lion is able to in- 
flict vengeance on him, and all his bale compa- 
nions. 



Envoys 1 Departure for France. — On Tuefday laft, 
General Marlhall, one of the CommifTioners of the 
United States to the Republic of France, tailed for 
Amfterdam, in the brig Grace, Captain Wills. It 
is laid Mr. Gerry, the other Commiffioner, has failed 
from New- York or Boflon. 



Baches Character. — A writer, under the fignature 
ofMiLo, willies to reclaim Bache; but, to recall 
Bache " fron 
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require fomcthmg more powerful than the voice of 
M»lo; and, as to the fooundrel's returning to 
deration* I fliould be very lorry if it were poflible. — 
No; Milo may moralize, and Porcupine may 
prick; but no conversion will ever be wrong h 
him, till there is an entire and complete revolu 
not in tbe government, but in his circumjkmcet* 
When I either fee Bache, or hear of him, lie always 
puts me in mind of the man whom crook-backed 
Kichard's page recommended as the murderer of 
his nephew — ** I know, my liege/* fays he, u a 
* s difconttrtteJ gentleman, whole humble means match 
** not his haughty mind: gold were as good as 
rt twenty orators, and will, no doubt, tempt him 
" to any thing." If Milo ran outbid the French 
Republic, he may polfibly iilence the bowlings of 
the pro 11 itute Cerberus j but if not, he may fpare 
his moral eilays. 



Tuesday, % 5* July. 

Bijhop of Bergamo, — The laft papers from Eng- 
land have brought us the following curious ar- 
ticle ; 

Pajtoral Letter from the Venetian Bijhop of > 
to the venerable Clergy of that City and DioC\ 

It is the ineonteftable ienfe of the Holy Scrip- 
ture*?, that every power is from God % therefore, 
dienee to the fecular power is obedience to God: and 
whoever rchlieth the one is guilty of d, 
he other. The fupport of the prcfent new form of 
civil government, to which we have beencondu 
/'v the Lord <f all the earth, and all therein, i? a part 
of the charge of your facred funclions, venerable 
brethren in Jefus Chriih It is your duty to difplar 
with zeal and perfpicuity to all your pariflnoi 
both in vour catechilins and fermons, the m-ctflitv 

k 
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tJf their raoft cordial obedience to the juftand fo- 
ciable laws of the people of Bergamo, reprefenled 
by their legitimate municipality, and defended bj 
the ftncsre and effectual protection of the Frencl 
Republic, which has alfo promifed to fecure am 
ttdih the holy Catholic religion, which we profefs, 
pure and inviolable. 

The property of individuals will alfo be rc- 
fpedled, and convenient and efficacious mean; 
adopted for the happy eftabltfhment of the public 
tranquillity at large. In neglecting an obligation 
of fo much importance, you would render your* 
fclve? giiilty of an inexen fable omiflion ; and if, to 
the fhamc of your laudable diligence, any fhould 
refute to yield due obedience, their culpability will 
he mani felled to all men, and merit exemplary pu- 
nifhmcut. May God, the Author of all goodnefs 
and mercy, now and for ever banifli. all evil from 
the beloved people of Bergamo, to whom I mo ft 
cordially impart the part oral benediction * ! 



Sir, 



*Tq Peter Porcupine. 



I have frequently beard the democrats ityle Mr. 
JcfFerfon " the man of the people*" If you will 



• Here's a fcotmdret of a Bifliop for you 1 The rebellion ef- 
fected by the aid of the Fench cut-throats and. atheifts, he telh 
his flock they have been conduced to by tht Lerd ef alt the cart 1 '-. 
All power, he tells them, h from God ; and, thurefore, whoever 
i«lifteth the one ii guilty of d it obedience to the other. This b 
true Italian logic ; jufl Inch as we hear from the cd:ous pair of 
Italian lips, which are fuffered to wag in our Congrefa. Accord- 
ing to this rafcally Blfliop, if a man claps a piftol to my brealiy, 
and commands me to rebel agaiuft my country, or lo murder mj 
fathf r, I am to do it, " becuufe all power is of God, and to refift 
" the one is to difobey the t rtber." This mitred rmfrrc-mr is 1 
Jacobin, an apofbte, or, to fay all in orse word, a fecond Talleyrand 
Perigord, who h now, as fume of our poltroon paptra tell lis, 
one pf our worth) advocates with the five depots. 

t 2. pleafe 
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plraic to afccrtain what entitles him to the appella- 
tion, it fhall be gratefully acknowledged. It has 
puzzled me a good deal, I alTure you, as I always 
underftood. that he proved himlelf a coward in our 
content wiib Britain ; and that, when ibe Engliih 
troop* were about to enter Virginia, this man of the 
people ba< keel them, juft as FaltiafF hacked his 
companions ; that is, he turned his back upon them, 
and ran away J lec a lufty fellow. 

Yours, A Country Querist. 

f& It is not in my power to give my correfpond- 
ent to falisfaelory a folution of this problem as be 
will find in the EiTayj of Phocion. He will there 
fee what has earned the Virginian philosopher the 
mohbifh title. In the mean time, if the Querift likes 
to reafon from analogy, he may recollect what 
fort of a man that is, who, in England, is called 
the man of the people* 



Irijfi Emigrant. — We hear that a Presbyterian 
minittcr, of the name of Langworthy, celebrated 
for Stirring up the people to infurreclion, has made 
his efcape from Ireland, and xs arrived at New- 
York. A correfpondent ihggefts, that he will, no 
doubt, be a valuable acquisition to the flour 
fhtmts t as he will not only be found extremely abte 
at the plotling bufinefs, but may ferve them occa- 
tionally as father confejfor. 



Lw'mgflons Eloquence and Per/on. — The following 
extra A from the rtlly fpecc-h of the taper- limbed 
orator of New-York has been published by a 
country Jacobin, as one of the chokeft flowers, 
from the garden of rhetoric. 

" Oh!" faid Mr, Livmgfton, in the debate on 
the reported addrefs to the Preiadent, M let me 

« not 
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** not pafs over unnoticed that joy which I Co well 
tc remember to have beamed on every countenance, 
if upon the infpiring tidings that France had joined 
" her arms to ours, in defence of our liberties — no, 
*' it can never be erafed from my heart : in the 
ei gloomy horrors of defolatton, and an aifaflinating 
*' war, I could read by the light of thofe flames 
** which contained my paternal manfion, by the 
11 joy that fpark-led in every eye, how great were 
*■ the consequences of her union to America — I feel 
•* the revival of that animating joy kindle this mo- 
*< ment in myboibm — I will forever cherifh it in 
" ray heart, and I trufr never part with it, till I 
u fhall part with every other fenfation V 



Wednesday, 26 th July, 

Grattan* — YeHerday, fays a London paper, ar- 
rived a mail from Ireland, which has brought a 
number of papers to the 18th inft. containing a 
fuller account of the important debates on a reform 
of Parliament on the preceding day. By fome of 
thefe we are given to underftandj that the oppo- 
sition in the Irifh Houfe of Commons have deter- 



* At firft view I thought the printer had quoted the paffage as 
a fample of that inflated nonfenfe, tor which tht pretty Ned Frotl 
is fo famous ; but, by looking over ibme other parts of the paper, 
J foon perceived that the ihns-culotte clown brought it forward 
for the admiration of his readers. 

If ever there was a fpecimen of bombaft, complete in all its re- 
quisites, nonfcnfitat, turgid, and naufeous, this falh/ of Ned's is 
certainly one. Such language, even from a good, w hole fome, fuf- 
ceptible- loo king man, would be difgnfting ; but to hear this long 
iron, or rather hrafs, figure, this ramrod, talking about " jay 
tf beaming on bis £nuntentime i and kindling ill bis bafosrt^* muft 
have been as good as an emetic. His fof/tm, indeed! Why, poor 
Edward has no bpfom ; his breaft is an un planed plank j his 
carcals is a clock-cafe, his hiteftitits are the hartl-twifted cords, and 
hi? heart is the drofly, cankered iron-weight. So much for New- 
Yoik rhetoric. 

Y 3 TGiVwA 
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mined not to attend the Houfe any longer. Mr. 
Grattan, in the concluding part of his fpeech on ths 
ftibje$ Of reform, is laid to have declared this in 
the following terms : " We have offered our tnca- 
" fure — you will reject it — we deprecate yours— 
1 you will perfevcrc : having no hopes left to p't- 
M fuade or difluade, and having difchargedour duty, 
** we {hall trouble you no more, and, atter this 
** (hall not attend the Houie of Commons *." 

Governor Mifflin tried and condemned ! ! ! 

Captain M'Dougal, of the brig Sea Nympli, 
brings a confirmation of the capture oC the mip 
Coventor Mifflin, belonging to this port, by a French 
privateer fhip, on the 13th of April, in fight of 
Cape de Gar* and carried into Carthagenu ; the 
fhip and cargo condemned the 26th of the lame 
month- 



Thursday, 27 th July, 

Emigraais.— .Mr. Porcupine, It is the gre^ 
misfortune of this country that foreigners have featb 
in the federal legislature. All that have partaken 
of this honour, fo far as has come to my know- 
ledge, have been difunguifhed by dangerous di (or- 
gan! zing principles : the mania of the French re- 
volution has poifcfted them all. Having porchafed 
the right of citizen (hip Co cheaply themfelves, it is 
natural that they fhuutd with to extend the facility 

* Thus the penfione^l, yet feditiuns, Grattan and bis crew, are. 
after all their boaftcd influence, 'fairly' driven from the field. 
*' We fliall trouble yon no mure, and, after this day, (hall not at- 
41 tend the Houie of Commons." Pious refalution ! happy 
rid d a ik t: ! Would to heaven the example may be Followed by their 
brother patripis of England \ Were it to extend even acmls the 
Atlantic; were their factious admirers here to reibJve never more 
to trpuiir the country with their prefence in Congrefs, it would rcr 
lainly be worth ail the refolves they have hitherto pa fled. 

■ - ■ to 
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to all their fellow-emigrants ; for on the number of 
iuch voters they depend for a continuance in office, 
Should affairs continue in their prefent train for a 
lew years more, I fliould not wonder to fee all thp 
large towns and the frontier countries, in the inicV- 
dle and fouthern States, reprcfented by French or 
Irifh men ; by men, whofe demerits in Europe had 
obliged them to fly to this common receptacle of 
crimes, and whofe reiidence here had been jurt long 
enough to entitle them to a vote, Unlefs forae 
remedy can be deviled to flop the progrefs of this 
evil, to increase the difficulty of becoming a citizen, 
and to refined the right of fuffrage to competent 
property, the peace and the liberties of this country 
mult fall a iacrifice to the paffions and the politics 
of foreigners. The low profligates of all countries 
will toon be able to vote in the men who will hu- 
mour or pay them beft ; and the government of the 
United States will become a furious intolerant de- 
mocracy, 

Any perfon that will read the debates in the 
Congrefs on the ftamp-adt, and attend to the 
fpeeches and votes of the two foreigners from the 
mountains, Gallatin and Lyon, and the two worthy 
delegates from Kenfington and Irifh Town, M'Cle* 
nachan and Siwanwick, will fee the propriety of 
thefe remarks. 

In this debate Monf. Gallatin obferved, that 
paying twenty dollars for a certificate of natura- 
lization " would not only be hardy but it iwghi be- 
came dangerous to the peace of the country?* As if the 
allegiance of fuch men was worth receiving, who 
would not pay twenty dollars, or more, for a fharc 
in the rights of a citizen ; or as if any oaths they 
would take, could bind thpm to the ftate. On the 
pontrary, I really believe that there will be lets 
ganger in excluding from the right of fuflrage, 
pot pnly all thofe who are unwilling, but tho/p alfo 

Tf A. whv 
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who are unable, to pay ib fmall a fura for the prt- 

-gc. 

Nobody will deny that the conftituiion of Penn- 
fylvania, before the revolution, was founded on the 
generous bafis of civil liberty ; and yet no man then 
w.is entitled to vote at an election, unlets he vm 
pofiefled of a freehold, or a clear perfonal eiiate of 
fifty pound?, which would purchafe as large a 

ehold at that time, as five hundred would r 
The fiige legiflator of Pen n fylvania was too well 
acquainted with the importance of good govern- 
ment, to intruft any part of it to the direction of 
thole who had nothing at itake : he knew that the 
ptote&ion of property was the principal end and 
*m of civil iofiitutions; and he was lenfible alfo 
that men who had no property were generally too 
liable to be enfnared by the arts, or poi toned by the 
corruption, of ambitious demagogues. 

JiPKean's Duplicity. — From the United States Giu 
xette. — Mr, Bache plumes himfelf upon having dtf* 
covered the Prefident's motives for the nomination 
of Mr. Hall, which are fo very remote and impof- 
iible, that I cannot give him much credit for his 
penetration in this inftance ; but I will fuggeft a 
cafe that actually happened, in which his great ta- 
lent for difcovering motives has a fair opportunity 
of difcovering itfclf. A candidate for the appoint- 
ment above referred to, waited on a Chief Jultice 
(who did not vote for Mr. Adams), and folicited his 
interell: this the Chief Jul! ice very politely declined, 
14 becaufe it was well known he had always hen op- 
fofed to the treaty, and to all meafures for carrying it 
into tffed? ; moreover, he was confident that his 
recommendation would have a contrary effect 
wiih the Prefident, whofe election he had op- 
poftd, &tv but was very forry for all this, and 
wjjhed the candidate fnree/i." Next morning, as the 

fame 
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lame gentleman was going into the Prefklenfs, 
he meets the very learned Judge, leading out his 
very learned fon, for whom he had been foliating the 
very appointment his democratic confcience forhade him 
to give the haft cmtntemince lo the day before* Now 4 
this being rather a curious cafe of conference, I re- 
commend it to the fagacity of Mr, B, for elucida- 
tion. I hope he will afcertain the motives with his 
ufual precifion *, 



Wax Figures. — Mr, P. — I fee by the advertlfe- 
nicnt of elegant wax figures to be fecn, publifhed 
in your paper 1 , there are the likencfTes of the Royal 
Family of France, which I prefurae we have little to 
do with at prefent, as the revolution has fwept molt 
of them off the 11 age. While the King was alive 
and in power, treaties fubfifling between the two 
countries taught us to look on him as a friend and 
an ally ; but he is gone, and peace to his afhes. 
Let future Frenchmen raife his murdered body, 
and weep over it for the crimes of their fathers. 
But ate we to give our money alfo, for feeing the 
likenefs of the bloody-minded Pet ion, Barnave, and 
Bonaparte, the murderers of that King ? and of 



* I join the public hi thanking Mr. Fetino for this anecdote ; 
but 1 cannot think that he afted with his ufual contiftency, in 
leaving the cafe of confeience to be elucidated by Bache. It is 
wrong in fuch a man as Ferine to abandon, even in a jokej his 
fi.periority over a dull-edged, dull-eyed, hngarddooking hireling 
of France* 

For my part, I fhall not leave the cafe to be elucidated by Bache. 
I fhall declare at once, that, if the anecdote be true (of which I 
make no donbt), it exhibits an initance of dirty meannefs, hardly 
to be equalled in the annals of democracy, and worthy only of the 
companion of Dallas, and the toafter of Jdet and Munrot, A 
Chief Jufikc ! Good Heaven, prcferve me from his clutches! I 
would alma it as foon, God forgive me, fall under thole- of bis 
vj'fe ! 

thofe 
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thofe philosophical vermin too, the infidel Voltaire 
and Rouilcau, whofe writings prepared the people 
of France for all the horrid crimes they have fince 
been guilty of? Are thefe the men whofe likeneffe 
the American thinks are worth prefer ving 1 , and 
which our children are invited to pay a quarter of 
a dollar for feeing ? Verily I would not give a quar- 
ter of a dollar for the whole group, for any other 
purpofl' than to melt them down into wax candles. 
But can an American, who has any fenfe of huma- 
nity left, give his money for feeing at one opportu- 
nity* the image of Louis and his murderers brought 
together? I believe not, unlets he was called to 
take the feaj of Minos and Rhadamanthus, and lit 
in judgment over the criminals : for if he fuppofes 
the one worth preferring, he muil be tempted to 
kick the other out of fight. Taken all together, this 
exhibition is too much in the lavage FYench ftyle 
of the guillotine toy, for the amufement of their 
children, and of the dancing dogs Ihown under 
the fhade of the guillotine, while it was employed 
in chopping heads off. Betides, if there were no 
other objection to the exhibition, the principal 
characters being French, is at this juncture ob- 
jection enough. 



Philanthropy.. — Died, at the Warm Springs in 
Virginia, on the Sth of May la ft, Mr. Thomas 
Palmer, a native of England, and formerly a mer- 
chant in (his city ; he has left a large eitate to his 
connexions, and to public ufes. Amongft other 
legacies which mark a moti benevolent and original 
mind, he has left the reverfion of one hcndrep 
and fifty founds fterling, to be applied annually 
in premiums for effays, and in fuch other ways 
as his executors may judge proper, in order to rev- 

2 der 
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fler the ahfurd and cruel f raff ice of war dcteftabh> and 
in f*refervmg harmony among the nations of the earth *\ 

Blount's Plot. — Boston, July 22. M'Lean's ft Ca- 
** nada plot" 1 is likely to turn out worfetban Catilhi/s 
late confpiracy. The father-in-kw of the Vermont 
Lion, and a number of others, will "be implicated. 
The greateft rogue, they fay, has turned king's 
evidence *}-. 

■■ ■ 

Bhunfs Plot^ Extract of a Letter to the Editor, 
from a Gentleman in Vermont, dated Windfor, 
July 14, 1797. * r Since the mail is clofed we 
have received information from Canada, that the 
two M'Xjeans, taken fome time fince, with one 
Butterfield, for treafonable practices, have been 
tried and executed. Tis laid that Butterfield 
** turned kind's evidence," and has dileovered 
an extentive plot againft the province of Canada, 
in which are concerned a considerable number of 
the firft men on that iide of the mountain, with 
the Governor at their head. With it, a Ho, is con- 
nected the purchafe of arms in France. This in- 
formation comes in a letter from Colonel Porter, 
now in Canada." 



* It is reported, but I cannot fay I think it credible, that the 
greater part of the/ariyfr fpeeches in the I a ft feflion of Congress 
were made with, a view of obtaining the firft premium. O Lord! 
what will this world come to? 

f When it is known that Ira Alkn, the Governor of Vermont, 
was never authorized t6 purchafe the ao,oco Hand of arms, *f 
which an account was given the other day \ when it was known 
that his fon-in- law objected to the law prohibiting the exportation 
of ammunition to Canada \ and when the defperate circumilanres 
bf both are rccollcited, the proper cunclufion will undoubtedly 
fc>e drawn. 
1 * Friday, 
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Frtday, 21 th July. 
A Letter to Doftor Morfe from St. Johns, New* 
Brunjivick. The following letter is taken from the 
St. John's Gazette. 

To Mr. Jedidiah Morfe. 
. Sir, 

In my lad I noticed fome ufeful hiftorical obfer- 
yafions refpecling the Egyptian fhepherds ; and the 
merit of Thales, derived from thofe lovers of leeks and 
onions, with authorities to fhovv that they are wonder- 
fully founded. I noticed alfo how accurately you give 
an account of the obliquity of the ecliptic, making it 
23 29' in one page, and 23 30' in the next ; auo, 
that the equatorial inhabitants move 1040 miles in an 
hour by an accurate divifion of yours, which is new 
to me ; and that the reward received by Harrifon 
was probably from your good allies^ as you Irate the 
account, and for which they ought to be obliged to 
you. ' The Britiih Aftronomer Royal, from whom 
you mutilated the account of finding the lat. and 
long, of places, is, doubtlefs, under obligations to 
you ; and your new reafon why the meridian is fo 
called ought never to be forgotten, etpecially by 
your allies at the Cape. I (hall pafs now to your ninth 
problem, p. 43, wherein is a very curious note, 
and not found in Guthrie ; I am much aftoniftied 
at his omiffion of fo ufeful an obfervation, as he 
feems to have inferted all your problems. Note — 
*' By this problem you may likewifefee at one viey, 
* c in diflant countries, where the inhabitants arerif- 
" ing, where breakfafting, dining, drinking tea; 
" where going to aflemblies, ancj where to bed." 
. This note is ftriclly geographical ; for eating and 
fleeping are altogether terreftriai ; and dancing is 
not generally acknowledged to be ufed by the ce- 
kftials ; in fad, the beft divines are againft it ; and 

Thales 
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lales and the Egyptian fhepherds arc of the fame 
pinion ; but an honeft Iriihman obferved on this 
ote, How can 1 tell when they go to dinner in Lon- 
»n ? For they go on to dine fo late, that by J — % 
icy will Toon dine the next day. He was told that it 
as a new method to find the longitude, difcovered 
y a perfon who lately fquared the circle by finding, 
y accurate meniuration 5 that if a circle oieatures 
venty-two in circumference, its diameter will be 
veu ; and for proof of it was referred to your 
reo. Prob. 1 8, where, you fay, it has been found, 
to was al Co told that the fame perfon had difcovered 
lat rivers were wider at their month than towards their 
fad or Jf ring — p, 51, and that thefe new discoveries 
ere not calculated for hijhmen. Being tired with 
our Introduction > and defirous of knowing where 
aur allies had plundered under the immortal Ri- 
lery, I turned to the article Newfoundland, and 
nding that you had not given a map of that iiland, 
trufted that you had amply made amends in your 
cfctiption, having profeffed to outdo all Euro- 
cans in your account of America, I compared 
our account, p, 146, with Guthrie ; but, to my 
ft onifh merit, found that to be copied verbatim, 
om the poor old Britifh Geographer, whom you 
ave befpattered with mutilations like thofe iu 
ic account of the ifland of St. John's. Guthrie 
lys positively, the iiland will afford a large fup- 
ly of mafts, yards, and all forts of lumber for 
le Weft India market : this you infert with the 
oubtful words it is Jaid\ but you have the fame 
utliority for this aflertion as for the reft of the ar- 
cles which you copy, faving the idea of utility to the 
iritifh. You fay, from this iiland the Britijk reap, 
ic. Guthrie's words are, we reap, &c. Why did 
on not think of the like change when you fpoke of 
larrifon's time-keeper I there you continue the 
reflion, the Government, as if it might be the 
4 American 
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jfnuruan Governmtntj or that of your gocd allies th 

Ci ni In >e makes the follow! ngobfcrvat ion : fe Where* 
our b arc thinly peopled, or Co barren as not 

to produce any tiling from their foil, their coafo 
mate warapte amends, and pour in upon lis wealth 
of another tort, and no ways inferior to that arifing 
from the moft fertile foil/* This you omit; it ii 
favourable to Britain. The like omiffion, in your 
account of St, John's, was unfavourable to France— « 
But the facls are true, and full as geographical as 
the time of drinking tea or going to aHemblies in 
any part of the world. You allow, indeed, that the 

:me privileges at New- 
foundland as before the war. Is this confident 
with your infinuation, p. 241, that Britain grants 
lhvours in commerce which are not extended to 
the United States ? — By tins it lams that fhe grants 
important favours to the United States, not extended 
to any other nation ; of which Kiehery's plan of 
plunder is full proof. I am difnppointed in your ac- 
count of Newfoundland, as much as in that of 
St. John's. The mountain has laboured — I lee 
no production. If this be the way you caladati a 
tvork for Americans, you ought to apprife the refi 
of the world with the outlines of your real defo- 
liation, and fay fairly that your Geography is mi 
eaLttldttdCoT the Britith. 



The extraordinary Seffion of Congrefs. — Congrcts 
was called together, fays the Bofton Mercury, to 
provide for the extraordinary ftate of our affairs. 
Both Houfes fay, in their anfwer to the President's 
fpeech, that the call was right. So far even Ja- 
cobin mouths are Hopped; — for the Jacobins in 
Congrefs did not Co much as deny the neceflity of 
the call. Now, admitting that necefiity, what have 
the) doue ? Nothing. Yes^ nothing ; if they hare 

dope 
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done lefs than all they could do to protect our plun- 
dered trade, and to vindicate our intuited independ- 
ence, our violated rights* What they have done 
is little, very little, according to their own account ; 
for they inilft we ihould traft wholly to prayer 
and prize-offerings, to propitiate the cannibal divi- 
nity whom they worfhip. — In plain truth, was it 
worth while to call Congrefs together for the Ja- 
cobin members to tell the world our Government 
is a defpotifm, our citizens divided, France irre- 
fiftible and adorable ? What have they done at a 
time of acknowledged danger ? Have they fillet 
the arfenals, recruited the army, fortified the fea- 
ports I The ihowers will warn down more earth 
than the money they have voted will throw up. 

Have they ordered new frigates to be built ? callec 
forth at the very criJis or fate the powers of the 
brave it and moil cnterprifing feafaring nation 
on earth; perhaps the fecond for merchant-ihips, 
and detuned by the decrees of Heaven to be the 
firft ? Nothing of this. With little actual force, 
but infinite refources for it, the nation that is to 
hold the maritime fceptrc at no dill ant day, i* 
itruek by jacobinifrn with a palfy. Powcrlefri, con- 
vulfed, and cowardly, what face do wc hold up to the 
world? When one cheek is fmilten what da 
we do ? Turn the other : ihe moft defpicable 
of all mean things as a State, we invite blows ; 
we hold our handkerchiefs ready, alluring Franco 
that when five fpits in our faces, we will wipe 
them. The revenue cutters are to be permittee 
— to do what ? To keep within our pwts ju- 
rifdiclton : that is to lay, they and our three 
frigates may fail in our mill-ponds, may friek in 
our land-banks. Protections they may not givs* 
Our high-fpirited ducUifts from the foul h call this 
honour, national dignity and independence! liow 

! is it to let fuch men encroach upon the Senate 
and the Prelidcnt ? No, no. no ; the electors mufi. 
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at the next choice, change their Jacobin member! 
or their Federal Government. 

Arnold^ Irtjk Traitor. — From New-York we arc 
informed, that " on Sunday latl the Rev, Mr. Ar- 
" nold, whole arrival from Newry we mentioned 
" on Friday* preached an excellent ferrnon in the 
" old Prcfbyterian church from thete words ; 
" Follow peace with all men, and holincft, wilh- 
" out which no one fhall fee the Lord. Heb. xii. 14," 

Remark. — It is to be prcfumed, that this re- 
verend infurgent never read this text till he came 
to America. If he had.** followed peace with all 
"men/* he would not have been profecated as 
a rebel ; nor would he have bewailed fo bitterly 
the lofs of his arms. 

The (t excellent fermons" of tuch canting hypo- 
crites, notwith Handing our fans-culotte papers, and 
even fome of our impartial ones, become the ve- 
hicles of their puffs, will produce little effect here. 
The minds of Americans are made up refpeclmg 
the runaway patriots; to have c leaped Botany 
Bay or the gallows, is not now a recommendation 
to public favour. We have iiiiTered, and are yet 
fuffering, too much from the French ; we feci too 
feverely the curfe of having their partifans among 
us to rejoice at an augmentation of their number. 
In the years 1794 and 1795, when our dear allies 
had nothing but honey for our lips; then we prayed 
mofr. pioufly for the deftruCrion of all monarchs 
and their fatellites ; then we toaited the Rights of 
Man; we feaiied Genet, and wifhed for revolution* 
to convuke every country in the world, our own 
excepted ; and from this we thought we were 
fecured. by the affection of our tender-hearted lifter, 
But the face of things is changed. We fee re- 
volution making haity firides towards ouifelves; 
and we begin to be lei's anxious to fee it fucceed 

el few here. 
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elfewhere. Danger has taught us prudence and juf- 
tice ;, we no longer hug the runaway traitor to our 
bofum, applaud his treachery } and regret its want 
offuccefs. This change fhould be made known; 
traitors ftill fly hither, hoping to meet with a cordial 
reception ; to be carefled, fed, and clothed for 
their infamy ; and. having fuch a place of refuge 
in view, are probably thereby tempted to commit 
what they otherwife would never attempt. It is 
worthy of remark, that all the fcape-gallows divines 
land at New- York, 



Hemp, — Seeing that, from the lateft intelligence, 
tlicie is every reafon to fuppofe the traitors in 
Ireland will be worfted, and confequenlly that 
there will be large importations of them to this 
devoted State, it is fubmitted to farmers whether 
it might not be prudent in them, this fall, to re- 
ierve a eonfiderable portion of their land for the 
cultivation of hemp. 

Stamp-aft. Curious Shuffle, — From the N. Yorl 
Daily Adverttfer, — " The oppofers of our Govern- 
ment at lafl begin to bark at the flamp-aft. They for- 
get that this act will be popular in its operation, as 
it falls moftly on monied men, and it faves us 
from a land-tax. In truth, they are barking at the 
name, which is Britifh 9 rather than the thing, 
which is American *." 



* Why (lid the paragraph! ft drag the Jtriti/b into this filly 
definition of a ftamp-ail ? What does he mean by feparating the 
name from the things and calling the former Britijh and the 
latter American? If his intention was to reconcile malcontents to 
the tax, he has fhumed his cards wrong j for greatly nuftaltcn. 
am I, if thofe who are to be fubjecl to it, would not much rather 
that the thing were Britiftt t and the namt Amtrkan. 

vol. vi, z Dallas* 






. 
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tins, — The folio cr t irom a Scotchman, 

> juft received from New-York, 

To Mr* P. Porcupine* 

S i r, New- York, 2 7 M July, J 7 9 7. 

I think you were rather hafty in heft owing your 
reward of ten dollars for the proof, as you are pleafed 

ill it, rcfpccling A. J. Dallas. I myfcl 
was born and bred in Edinburgh, and I am read/ 
to make oath that I never heard of the name be* 
fore 1 came to this country ; which, together with 
the concurrent tefUmony of fevcral Edinburgh gen- 
tlemen now in this city, I trufl, will be looked 
upon as a complete refutation of the atTertion of 
R, S ts. 

Fir be it from me, Mr. Porcupine, to blame you 
for wifhtng to get rid of fuch a countryman ; bat 
I think it is hardly fair to fhiit the dishonour from your 
own back to that of your neighbours. It is enough 
for us to be obliged to own the little clip-eared, 
fcape-gibbct Calendar, without being laddled with 
your Secretary of State. 

But, Sir, Scotchmen and Enghjhnun are now con- 
founded in the common, more liberal and more 
loyal name of Briton ; and, therefore, in throwing 
your fiour-mtrchanl on Scotland, you gain little or 
nothing, 

Since this tubjecl has been on the carpet, 1 have 
been well informed by a friend of mine, that the 
name is Irifh ; and am in great hopes that, by letting 
a frem inquiry on foot, you will be able to determine 
to a certainty that the advocate of the French Rcpih- 
/lY, Secretary of ike State of Pennsylvania* anddefendtr 
of Genet and Blount, is an Jrtfhman \ or, at any rate, 

that 




a countryman 



Spani/k Fraternity* — —Charhfton, July 10. The 
fchooner Nabby, Captain Willis^ from Jeremie, 
which arrived here on Friday la ft, having anchored 
on the 24th tilt, under the Moro Cattle, was 
immediately boarded by a Cuftom-boufe boat from 
the Havannahj and ordered away, The next morn- 
ing the Nabby was taken by two French privateers, 
and plundered of 3487 dollars, belonging to Meifrs* 
Kdward Darrell and Co. of this city, and fume arti- 
cles of clothing belonging to the Captain and crew* 
Captain Willis fuppofes the officers of the privateers 
muft have had information from the Cuftom-honfe 
orhcers at the Havannah, as they were already ac- 
quainted with the articles on board -|~. 

Saturday, 



* Though I cannot help commending thto worthy Caledonian's 
anxiety Fur the reputation of his country, I can by no means ap- 
prove of his attempt to call the burden on poor Ireland j who, 
God knows, has enough to bear already. Nor can I lay that I ar 
pleafed at the expreflion, **■ your fecretary *" — t( your flour-mcr- 
M ch*nt t " &c. He is, thank God, none aiming ; the Caledonian 
may take him to himfeJf for any thing that I care. 

■f And yet there are Americans, or people calling themfelves 
io, who have the impudence, the rafcalny, to .talk to us of the 
jujikt) and even of the friendjhip y of thefe coalefced robbers! 
There is fomething fuperlativdy bale in the aptitude which a 
vaft majority of the public papers diicover, to exc 'fe or palliate 
the vile conduit of France. An American veflel, .the Julian, of 
Baltimore, has been tried at Havre de Grace, and, wonderful to 
relate! has been cleared!!! This blefled article of news, thi 
magnanimous, generous, noble, and only infhnce of piratical 
forbearance, has been counted and recounted, till it fairly fickeni 
one. Fourteen times has ir been related in one of the tmpnniat pa 
pers of Philadelphia. Claypook has it twice over in this morning's 
paper. It is cooked up in different ways, 'tis true : in one place 

z % it 



340 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



Saturday, ao/ h Jul*. 

rglan Jufike. — The la ft Augufta Chronicfe 
contains the proceedings in criminal cafes in Burke 
County, at the laft fupcrior court. Thefe confifi 
folely of triuh for murder and horie- dealing, of 

ich of which four cafes occur. One man onl\ 
convicted of murder; he had cut one dollar in 
fevcu pieces, charged his gun therewith, and went 
to a woman's houfe whom he conceived to be a 
witch, and deliberately fhot her. Jn the 1 
cafe the killing did not appear to be delib. 
and the deceafed had given great provocation. la 
the third in fiance four men were tried for the 
murder of a man whom they had taken up on 
unfounded fuipicions of having committed feveral 
crimes ; they were taking him to Augufia, tied on 
borfeb3ck ; the parties drank very freely of fpirits, 
and night coming on, it was reported that the pri- 
foner was untied and off his horfe : here, it would 
appear from the ilatemcnt, they hung up the un- 
fortunate man, to prevent his efcape ; as he was 
found in the woods with a rope about his neck, 
within a mile of where his four guards were proved 
to have threatened to punifh him if he did not con- 
fefs his crimes ! Yet they were acquitted. It is 
added, however, that the deceafed was of an in- 



tt is a ragout, and in the otb«r a fricaffce ; but ftill it is the famr 
old ftinking (tuff; ftill the fortunate Julian of Baltimore is the bur- 
den of the cuckoo tate. When a veflel is cleared by the Briiuli, 
neither Meflra, Ciay pool e, nor any other of the impartial cditars, 
think it worth while to mention 1; violence ; and even that once ft 
is done grudgingly; it is fet iti the fmalleft type, and crammed 
into the inoft obicitre corner of the impartial JheeU 

A fine thing, indeed, to .holdout to the public as a proof of 
V icncb ji^ke and moderation, h the clearing of a veflel the rafcals 
had no right to try; and this too at a moment when their cruifera 
are fcizing our mips in the mouth of our rivers, MelTH. Claj- 
poote did not relate the taking of the rich lodiaman to the Dth- 
Ware twin in one paper* 

famous 
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femous character, fo that poffibly his executioners 
©uly anticipated the jnft fentence of the law. The 
fourth homicide was alio that of a man of bad cha- 
racter, who was killed by a fellow-traveller with 
fword : the furvivor, in his defence, very inge- 
inoufly declaring that he a£ted in felf-defence, the 
good-natured jury took his word, and found rim 
guilty of man Slaughter only. — One of the horfe- 
thieves was capitally convicted. 



Monday, 31 st July. 

Spamjh Mitttfter. — From the Gazette of the United 
States, Anecdote, from the Bourdeaux " Journal 
ihs Journaux" When the Court of Madrid found 
itfclf compelled, by the moft imperious neceffity, to 
make peace with the French Republic, it was necef- 
fary to make the King fenflble of the impoffibility of 
continuing the war, and to reiign himfelf to the fa- 
crifices imputed by the treaty of peace. / thought 
{/'aid the aftonl/hed Monarch) that we had always beaten 
the French, What will his magnanimous Majefty 
lay, when by the refult of Don Yarico's confpiraey 
with Blount, and his appeal to the people, this poli- 
tical puppet fhall have brought on a war with Ame- 
rica ? When the ftandard of liberty fhall be unfurled 
on the Ilthmus of Darien, then his Majefly may, 
perhaps, find that the freeborn fons of America are 
not that datlardly race of cowards, which their fub- 
mifuon to the intuits of his treacherous and piratical 
ally had taught him to believe them. AjuI fthea 
Don Manuel de Godoy, Prince de la Pax, fhall come 
before the magnanimous monarch, and, with his rin- 
ger in his mouth, tell him that it has become ne- 
cetlary to prefer ve the valuable mines of Peru, the 
exteniive territory of Amazonia, Paraguay, Chili, 
and in fhort all South America proper, by the iur- 
jiender of all his poflcflions on this fide the Efthmus 

23 o.C 
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of Daricn ; it is much to be doubted if the monarc! 
jnftcad of tacitly admitting the argument of M impe- 
** rious neceflity, 1 * will not kick the fublime Prince 
of" P<;ue from his prefencc, and, turning his attention 
to the origin of fo great evils, will allot a birth to 
Don Yarieo in that commodious habitation where 
bis refpcciabk* prcdccciTor is fo well accommodated: 
all (he jiood he has done to Spain by his Tranji 
of Smith* s Wealth of Nations is to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

French Fraternity and American Patrwitfm, — The 
ftiip Swan wick, Captain Jaughan, is arrived from 
BelfafL On the 19th, lat, 42 53', long. 24°, was 
boarded by two French frigates, one of 40, the other 
of 36 guns, who took from Captain Jaughan all his 
latefl papers, and a number of letters, and then dif- 
miflea him. 2 2d, lat. 41° 15', long. 26°, fell in with 
the French privateer brig Intrepid, of j6 guns, 
belonging to Nantz, who took pofleffion of the 
Swanwick, and declared her a good prize* hoi fled 
out her boats, and proceeded to ranfathng the eurgo t 
from which they took twenty five boxes of linen, 
one calk of hardware, weight two tons ; all the new 
fpare rigging of (he fhip, and fundry other articles; 
exchanged a considerable quantity of had provtftom 
for good provifions belonging to ihejhip*s Jfores, and* 
after a detention of twenty-four hours, fent Captain 
Jaughan on board bis fhip, and dtfmiffed her. They 
had on board of her the crew of the American Hero, 
Captain M'Dougal, of and from New- York for 
Cadiz, which they had captured and fent for Nantz 
two days before. The Captain of the privateer of- 
fered to let the crew of the American Hero go on board 
the Swan wick, but they refufed, and entered ou 
board the Intrepid, and were amongft the forevwjt 
flmiderhg the Swamvick — the boats of the Chip were 
ihattercd to pieces, while in pofleffion of the priva- 
teer. 
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teer. July 23* (poke the Ihip Jofiah, Collins, out 
fort}- one days from Liverpool for New- York *. 



franklin and Adultery. — The following curious ar- 
ticle is from the Aurora of the 2#th in ft, " Now 
* c preparing* and foon will be published, a Treatite 
u in favour of Adultery, in which it will be proved 
< f to every liberal mind, that the opinions of our 
(t forefathers on this fubjedt have been erroneous, 
I* and fhows that a man has a right ii indulge in 
" if, &t\f." 



Tuesday, r st August. 

Irifa Emigrants.~-When the fpirit of jacobinifra 
has full poffeffion of the mind, it extinguifhes every 
virtue as effectually as a flrong dote of aricnic will 
animal life ; and the man becomes capable of the 
hafeft crimes againft his God, his country, and his 
friends : of this we have numerous in fiances ; but 
there are two cafes which I will juft now mention, 
not on account of their iingular atrocity, but their 



* I think the above fur nifties as complete fpecimens of French 
fraternity and American fatrhtifm as we have Jcen. How filly the 
ftrftcuttd Irifh. muft have looked, while their dearly beloved 
friends the French, in conjunction with the American heroes, to 
whom they were flying for protection — how fitly muflt they have 
looked, while thefe allied brothers were making the brotherly ex- 
change of bad pwvifieni for good .' 

f Bache is noted for a bad memory ; but one would not have 
expe&ed him to (tumble on iuch a fubject as this. He fays, it will 
be proved that a man has a ri^bt to indulge in adultery^ and this, he 
fays, will thaw that the opinions of our forefather} were trretteaus* 
Had young Lightning Rod faid, your forefathers, the declaration 
might have patted without comment; but, by faying our fore- 
fathers, he of neceflity included his crafty and lecherous old hy- 
pocrite of a grandfather, whofe very flattie items to gbat on the 
wenches as they walk the flate-houfe yard, and whofe opinions rt* 
feeding adultery can be proved, not by vague affertioii8j but by 
>:rjjes, , 

recent 



3W GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

recent occurrence. The firfl is that of the crew of 
the American Hero, belonging to New -York ; who, 
inficad of accepting a paffage home when offered, 
joined the crew of French pirates that captured 
them, in plundering the S wan wick (Captain Jaughan), 
another American vefiel* on her paffage from Bel- 
fart hither. The iecond is that of iome of the paf- 
fengers on board the Swan wick, who fled from 
Ireland on account of their Jacobinic crimes. On 
board this veffel there was one perfon, who, if not 
a friend to the Government of his native country, 
was, at leafl, not an enemy to it ; for by re ruling to 
join the reft in curling and abuling it, he incurred 
their difpleafure. To punilh him for his integrity, 
thefe I rim Jacobins reprefentcd him to the French 
crew as a royalill and an enemy to liberty, for which 
crime the fans- culottes robbed him of all he had, 
and threatened him ierioufly, either to hang him at 
tie vaul-arni, or carry him along with them into 
France, And fuch is the audacity of thefe incorri- 
gible fcoundrels, that tbey have not ceafed to intuit 
and menace him, even fince their arrival here*. 



Republican Philanthropy. — From a New-York pa- 
per. Friday laii John Young was tried before the 
Supreme Court at New-York, for the murder of 
Robert Berwick, His counsel, Meflrs. Brookholil, 
Livingflon, Burr, and Pendleton, defended him with 
ingenuity and ability ; but in vain : the faclts were 
indifputably proved, and the jury brought in their 
verdict, Guilty. 



* That the above related fa#8 are true, the reader may be af- 
fured ; and if the abufed paffenger will come forward and name the 
favage villains, at whofe inftigation he was plundered, and his life 
pin in jeopardy, I will with plealure communicate them to the 

{jublic. The people of America, however fome of them cnay be 
ed aflxay by an enthufiafin in favour of the French, will never* I 
hope, countenance Juch lavage conduct, 

The 
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The pripcipal object of the defence was to reduce 
the crime to man {laughter. 

In the converfation occasioned by an event Co rare 
among us as a capital conviction, the queftiun has 
been revived, whether any man, or let of men, has 
.a right, even in cafe of murder, to take away the 
life of a fellow-creature? and, if fuch right exifts, 
whether the execution of it is confonant with policy f 

When the verdict was pronounced, we underfland 
the audience evinced their approbation by hud acclama- 
tions — an indecency, which never ought to be tole- 
rated before a dignified tribunal of juftice, and on 
iuch lblemn occalions *. 



Lyon. — We have authority to fay that Mr. Lyon, 
*>f Vermont, during the late ieflion of Congrefs, 
tent nearly two hundred letters weekly to his confti- 
tuents, each covering one of Bache's papers, and 
vilifying our Government. Surely this is uling, at 
leafl, if not abating, the privilege of franking letters. 
Mr. Bache, no doubt, can afford to give away papers 
in lb good a caufe. 

This is the redoubtable hero who, a few years be- 
fore, was fold for his patlage from Ireland, and who, 
for his cowardice in the American war, was con- 
demned by General Gates to wear a wooden /word. 

[MinervaJ] 

Mr, Porcupine, 
I beg you will take the firft opportunity to inform 
Mr, Matthew Carey, that there is, at this pretent 

* I believe acclamations at the prafped of the death of a eri- 
jninal, and in a court of juftice too, is fomethsng new in Amprica* 
We have but too often aped the follies and the deformities of the 
ffench; 1 hope we are not about to emulate them in ferocity alfo; 
but \ht iiccUimatlani in the court-houle of New-York really hear 
fome refembhnce to the cannibal bowlings at the revolutionary 
i of Paris. Some future mail will, perhaps, inform U3 of 
huzzaing audience dancing round the gallows a la mode at Paris, 
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time, a malignant fever prevalent among the cats in 
this city : now as the above gentleman has fignalized 
•bimfelf on a former occaiion of the like nature, it 
would be a pity that the h^finetV ft nit of 

his hands — it was this tear v, hicli pro: me to 

rcqucft you to give him the rirft information of it, 
and he doubt lets will reward me tor ray trouble, by 
prefenting me with nx copies of *' A lbort Account 
** of the malignant Fever lately prevalent among the 
" Cats in this City, with Notes kjfloricai, hogra} 
M and critical^ by Matthew Carey." 

I remain j he. &c. 

Thomas Bustbodt, 
N« B. If you fhould doubt the truth of this in- 
telligence, I will fend you a certificate of an old 
lady, who laft week had fix caU in perfect health, 
hut now, oh fad reverie ! fhe has only three, 
ikk, the other three being configned to an untimely 
grave. 

Muir. — From the London papers it appears, that 
the two frigates, La Ninfa and Elena, taken b 
John Jervis's fleet, had a few days before landed a 
rich cargo from the Havannah. Muir, who had 
made hisefcape from Botany Bay, and had taken pai- 
iage in the La Ninfa, from the Havannah, was 
the fir/l Jhot which was fired by the Briti/h Jhips *. 



Wednesday, a d August. 



me 



JXfLean, the Canada Traitor. — On Friday laft 
on before a fpecial court of oyer and terminer tin: 

* Thus did ihe malicious and unrelenting rebel at laft receive h 1 
due; and thus may every one of the inlurgent fcoundrel 
ftruck by the avenging thunder of Britain, and covered with 
heaps, yea, with mountains of French and Spaniards! — X. B.Thc 
account of Muir's death has, fitiee the above was written, proved 
to be premature ; hut I think it right to preferve what i 
•bout the fcoundrel at the time. 

trial 
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trial of David M'Lean for high treafon ; the indidt- 
ment was opened by Mr, Caron ; and the cafe irated 
by the Attorney General. After the evidence for the 
Crown was doled, the prifoner deilred to be heard 
in his own defence, which Was granted. He began 
by thanking the court for the indulgence he had re- 
ceived, and after a fhort addrefs to the jury on the 
fubject of his innocence, he turned round and began 
to harangue the audience ; hereupon he was inter- 
rupted by the Chief Juftice, who informed him that 
a patient hearing fhould be given to whatever he 
might have to urge, but that it fhould be addrefferj 
to the court and jury, and not to the by-ftanders. 
The prifoner apologized for his ignorance in matters 
of form, and proceeded, in a fpeech of near an hour's 
length, to give an account of his life and connexions ; 
in the courfe of which he admitted moil of the prin- 
cipal fads proved againft, him ; particularly that of 
having a certificate, iigned by Adet, the French 
Minifter, concealed in his fboe ; on all of which he 
attempted to put an innocent construction, and con- 
cluded with a fervent prayer to the Deity, that he 
would give the powers of utterance to his young 
counfel who were to fpeak in his behalf. Mr. Pyke 
and Mr. Frankly n, who had been afllgned, were then 
heard for the prifoner, but they called no witneffes. 
The Attorney General made a very able reply, in 
which he commented on theprifoners indifcretion in 
attempting his own defence, and clearly refuted all 
the pretexts he had fet up, to the conviction of every 
body. The evidence was then fummed up by the 
Chief Juftice, who ohferved, that moft of the overt 
acts charged, which were fourteen in number, were 
proved by three or four witnefTes, many of whom 
(which was rarely the cafe in profecutions of this 
fort) were not at all implicated in the crime. 

The jury, after being out half an hour, returned 
vith a verdict of Giuiiy. The prifoner, upon being 

alked 
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feed what he had to fey, why judgment of death 
loutd not be patted on him, referred to his cotmfet, 
who moved two law points in arreft of judgment* 
which were anfwered by the Attorney General, and 
over-ruled by the court. The prifoner was again 
atked if he had any thing further to fay, and an- 
fwering nothing, the Chief Jufi ice proceeded to give 
fentence, as nearly as we could colled it, to the 
following effect : 

David M-Leati 9 
You have been indicted for the crime of high 
treatbn, to which indictment vou pleaded Notg 
and for your trial put yourfclf on God and the coun- 
try, by which country you have been found guilty. 
You have been tried by a refpeclable and intelligent 
jury, many of whom have heretofore ferve 
grand inqucft. Your trial has been attended 
fuch circum fiances of fairnefc, opennefs, and 1 
as do not obtain in any country upon earth, e: ccpt 
where the laws of England prevail. More than 
twenty days have clapfed Unce you were acquainted 
with the particulars of the charge brought aguiuft 
you, and of the names of the witncfTcs to prove it, 
that you might not be furprifed by a fudden accufa- 
tlon, and might have full time to prepare your de- 
fence. After the facts charged were folly cllablifhed 
by the verdict, your conntel have been heard on 
every objection that could be brought to the regula- 
rity of the proceedings ; whereas, had you been ao 
cufed of the like crime in that country whofe go- 
vernment you would wifh to tmpofe on this province, 
inftead of being allowed a period of twenty days, 
you might have been charged, convicted, and exe- 
cuted in lefs than fo many minutes. Reflect, there- 
fore, whether you have not been guilty of a moft 
unjuit attempt againft this Government. 

It appears in evidence that you are an alien to the 
King's Government ; notwithstanding which, you 
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have been treated with the lame indulgence as though 
you had been a native fubjccl. True it is, that a 
treaty of amity fubfifls between his Majefty and the 
United States, many of whofe citizens have borne 
public teitimony to the kindly offices received from 
the King's fubjecls ; it is an intercourfe we with to 
cherilh,as well with public bodies as with individuals; 
and as it is not probable that you perfonally have 
received an injury from this colony, you have been 
guilty of an unprovoked attempt again ft it 

Having heard of ibme ditlurbances that were ex- 
cited on account of the road bill, you falfely cou 
eluded that his Majetty's Canadian fubjecls were 
difaffccled to Government, and ready to join in a 
rebellions which you were willing to conduct. You 
might have known, that it is eaiy to provoke mur- 
murs on a like occafion in the heft regulated ftates ; 
in England iimilar difcontents have taken place, and 
fubhded, as in this country ; for a fhort experience 
has convinced the people that the mealure was great- 
ly for their benefit* Putting confeience out of the 
queftion, as a prudent man, you had no grounds to 
go upon. No one, therefore, but a rath and un- 
principled man would have engaged in lb defperate 
an enterprise ; and no one but a cruel and inhuman 
man would have projected fuch meafures to carry it 
into execution. Conlider then, whether you have 
not been guilty of a mod atrocious and fanguinaiy 
attempt againit this Government. 

Perhaps you may think that thefe terms favour of 
a fpirit ot reproach — far from it ; in your pitiable 
condition to betray fuch a temper were very unwor- 
thy. No — they are uttered in the fpirit of admoni- 
tion, and that upon this principle ; you feem to 
poilcfs a good underflanding ; 1 xvifh, therefore, to 
ialicn on your mind the perfuafion of this manifett 
truth, which nothing but the moil pervcrie obfti- 
nacy can refill — -namely, that though your deiigns 

were 
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col enfure him a horlcw hipping or a poft in tk 
bouic u( correction*. 

TmrESDAv, 3 d August. 
folk Mayor. — From the Norfolk Herald, cfiid 
July.— -M ttfcft. Pit inter vc often read fcur- 

rilous publications, but muft declare I never chanced 
upon l'uch a vile production as that extracted into 
Monday*! Herald, from Porcupine's Gazette of the 
izth infi. Nothing, I am certain, but a wiih to 
lati&fy the curiofity of the numbers who crowded 
ur office, could have induced you to republish 
tub abominable trafb. What ! is it pojflible a fel- 
low who lias been brought up among the dregs of 
focicfjj and under the lafh of fuperiors (which I 
noderiffaod he often experienced), {hall he be al- 
lowed thus wantonly to emit his bile againit fomeof 
our moft upright and independent characters ? No, 
it muft not be. He mud not be allowed thofe li- 
berties % if he is, there is no doubt but he will id 
I variant e with each other. To prevent which, 
it is my opinion, that the old republican practice of 
nd feathers would be a means of putting a flop 
to his villanous career. It was our fecurity againit. 
toiyiini, during our glorious revolution, and why 



lai 

\<n 
foe 



* Such were my reflections at the moment when the affairs of 

Great Britain appeared moft gloomy. The Englifh news, alluded 

x named fearful accounts of the mutiny at the Nore, of the 

(Te8 of the B ink, of the rebellion in Ireland, and of a new* 

r- ted cm baity to folicit peace at the hands of the five ddpou. 
never telt any thing like defpair, unlets it was at this rime ; and 
certainly the apparent Etuation of the kingdom was furficient to 
llrikc defpair into a ftonter heart than mine. Till the mutiny in 
the fleet was added to the emban-afToients of Great Britain, I wflW 
ilways fee a w.^y out; but I tnuft coafef. that this rendered the 
gloom impenetrable, 

not 




now what effect it may have on an unprin- 
cipled hireling ? Peter has already proved himfclf to 
be the acTive hired Have, and a bold and barbarous 
afTaffin, employed by a potent faction, who bear 
little affection to the interefl of this country, and 
who would gladly tec us involved in a ruinous and 
ineffectual war. His remarks on the letters lately 
published, exhibit a fpechnen of unparalleled hi- 
iblence. No name is iecure againft the unbridled 
licentioufnefs and fcandalous afperfions of this 
pugilittic fcribbler. But at his impudence we muft 
Dot be afloniftied, when we are told that he is the 
pot companion of Ambaffadors, ariftocratic Sena- 
tors and Reprefentatives, and of a party, the chief 
of which, on delivering our Billiugfgatc hero his 
commiflion, fpoke to him as follows; 

ct Friend Cobbett, purfne your noble career for 
which you have certainly been formed ; arenge us 
of our irapotency againft real republicans, by the 
prowefs of your pen. We fhall reward you for all the 
Injuries, falfehoods, calumnies, and even nonienfe, 

you iball, jointly with your coadjutor W. W ks, 

pour upon republicans; and that the tafk, d 
Cobbett, be not beyond your peculiar genius, we 
fhall willingly difpenfe with either truth, fenfe, or 
judgment ; but mind, dear Cobbett, we do not 
engage to iecure you from tar and feathers !" 

Since this noble fpeecb, we find Matter Billy 
Cobbett continues to bedevil every perfon averte to 
his party ; by which means he reaps large portions 
of that precious metal that has fo mzraculoufly dif- 
appeared in his own country. 

And fo, Mailer Porcupine, you have your cmifta- 
ries in the mid ll of us ? You fay a gentleman from 
Norfolk informed you, that our former Mayor wad 
a crawler, and our prefent one a milkfop. I can 
iitTure you that your worthy informant, as well as 
your lying felf, mult be little acquainted with out 

vol. vi, a a prefent 
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at Mayor when you take him to be a milkfop. 
» him to he a man of a* independent a fpirit 
ever cudg jt rati ally carcafs during the 

iny : your — to the right face ! 

One advice to Peter, ere I quit him, is, that 
he makes his hay while the fun fhin r he 

y reft allured real Americans will not long can- 
ine to bear with his envenomed pen. 

A Citizen of Norfolk. 
July io, 1707, 



AKSWER. 

Citizen, 
It is not common for one man to an Aver the let- 
rs addrclfed to another; but as I am a p^: 
ic p relent bufinefs, I fhall lake that liberty, ! 
rer difpleafing it may be to you. I have little 
>ubt as to who you are ; for, though the 
of your preient letter bears little re; 
the tame and fubmiflive ityle of that addrv 
the Carmagnole Conful, it muft be recolK 
mt the Carmagnole was upon the fpot, and had 
he bloody crews of Barney at his command, while 
I am at 300 miles diftance. A citizen, particularlj 
if a magistrate, ufes different language under 
ferent ciccumftances. 

You let out with obferving, that you never be* 
fore read lb vile a production as the extract from my 
paper of the 12th of July, which was republished in 
the Norfolk Herald of the tgth. Perceiving, how- 
ever, that this was paying no great compliment to 
. the editors of that paper, you endeavour to linooth 
them down by faying, that you are " certain that 
nothing but a wiin to Satisfy the curiofity of (he 
numbers who crowded their office, could have in- 
duced them to republish fuch abominable trqfiu 

Now, 
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Now, though this may be a tolerably good apo- 
logy for Meffrs, Willet and O'Connor, I take it, it 
is but a Tory poor one for the people of Norfolk, 
who aflembled in fuch crowds to get a tafte of the 
*« abominable trajh" Pretend not that' this eager- 
neis to conic at the '* vile produ&iou 7 was confined 
to the patrons of Porcupine ; each of thefe received 
It by the poll, and had confequently no need to 
crowd round the office of the Herald. Neither can 
you pretend that this eagernefs was confined to a 
imall portion o( the inhabitants ; for, beiides your 
own acknowledgment of the neceffity of repub- 
lifhtng to fatisfy the crowd of applicants, it may be 
obferved, that, as between thirty and forty of my 
Gazettes go to Norfolk, each of which might be, 
and undoubtedly was, read by a number of perfons, 
the demand for the *' abominable traftt > * muft have 
become pretty general, Hill to bring fuch crowds 
about the printing-office as obliged the editors to 
republifh. it. 

Leaving your Worfhip to apologize for your 
townfmen's fondnofs for V trajh" as handfomely as 
you have done for the vending of it to them, I now 
proceed to make a few obfervations on the only 
paflage which you have thought proper to dedicate 
to the defence of yourfelf — I beg pardon ; I meant 
the Mayor of Norfolk. 

" I can aflure you" (fay you, addreffing yourfelf 
to me), " that your lying felf mutt be little ac- 
" quainted with our prefent Mayor, when you take 
" him for a rnilkfop. I know him to he a man of 
** as independent a fpirit as ever cudgelled your 
" rafcally hide, Sec." Good words, good rnilkfop. 
Don't turn four all at once. I am fore you were 
fweet enough a little while ago. 

As to an acquaintance with the Mayor, thank 
God I have none, i can therefore judge of the in- 
dependence of his fpirit by nothing but his cone- 

AAA fpondence 
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lence with the French Conful. This impudent 

low begins his letter by calling the people of 

Norfolk ojjajfim and cowsrdsi he fays they united 

in troops to overwhelm a Jingle Frmth officer, and lie 

difiirmcd : and farcaftically adds, that they amply 

juyvly ut numbers their deficiency m courage. 

Every accufation of this infolent Frenchman was 
falfe. The vile crews of Barney firii began to 
abufe the people. They attacked them at Poitf- 
month (juft acrofs the river from Norfolk) on a 
Sunday; were guilty of every fpecies of indecency, 
intuit, and violence ; and when one of them was 
taken into cuitody by a fpirited magiftrate of the 
name of Kearnes, the reft attacked the peace on> 
cers, ftabbed the magiftrate in the neck and thigh, 
and effected a refcue of their infamous companion. 
At another time, when the hand of jufiice had 
!)een laid on one of Barney's crew, the patriotic 
Commodore threatened to draw up his vefTels and 
take vengeance, unlets the villain was releafed — and 
the patriotic Mayor delivered him up. After this, 
was it to be wondered at that the infulted town 
fhonld feel a hatred again ft the French ? Was it to 
be wondered at, that individuals fhould Ihow their 
lefentment ? Or was it to be expected that the pol- 
troonery of the magi ft racy fhould communicate itielt 
to the whole mali of the inhabitants ? Several per- 
fons have had rencounters with the French ; but, 
in no one Inftance, has a French man, or men, been 
attacked by fuperior numbers. The people of Nor- 
folk have never fhowh themfelves to be either 
" affaflins" or i{ cowards.'' They have killed no 
man ; they have attacked no man on disadvanta- 
geous terms, and, notwithstanding their former par- 
tiality for the French, they have fhown a more 
manly determination to reprefs their infolence than 
any body of men, or any other town in the Union. 
With what juflice, then, I would be glad to 

know, 
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know, are the names of aflafiin and coward fixed 
on the people of Norfolk ? and if unjuftly, why are 
(hey not wiped off by the chief magiftrare of the 
town ? The accufation is contained in a letter ad- 
drefTed to him, which letter is publilhed to the 
world } and if he thought it worthy of an anfwer, 
why did he hot refute that accufation i Having un- 
dertaken to anfwer the letter j to defend the con- 
duct of himfelf and his brother aldermen ; to ex- 
prefs his regret lhat any thing fhould happen to 
widen the breach between the two nations ; in 
ihort, to anfwer every part of the letter, except that 
which ftyles the people of Norfolk (tffajfms anc 
towards, his iilence on that muft be looked upon 
as a tacit acknowledgment of the jnftke of the charge. 

I do not know how thefe names went down in 
Virginia : if they were palatable , all that 1 can fai 
is, I am forry for having fpoiled the dim. But, 
they were not, if they excited a general tentiment of 
indignation* which I have every reafon to believe 
ihey did, I hope I fhall be excufed for endeavouring 
to make that lentiment as univerfally known as the 
flanderous accufation that called it forth. 

I cannot conclude without remarking to you, 
Mr. Citizen, that by advifing the Philadel- 
phians to tar and feather me, your Worihip has 
fhown your confijhncy at leaft. Such a piece of 
advice was not unbecoming a man who can 
contentedly put up with the names of affafjin and 
£vward„ 

P, Porcupine. 

FhUdfielphh) yd Augujl, 
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Friday, 4 ,h Aiglst. 

Monroes Correjpmuience with Mi\ Pickering. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State. 

Sir, PhiLiJelphia, July 6th, i 797- 

It was my wifti, after the receipt of your letter 
of the 22tl Augufl lafl, announcing my recall, to 
repair home without delay ; but, as I did not re- 
ceive that klter till fome time in November, nor 
obtain my audience for taking leave of the French 
Government, till the 1 il of January following, it 
was impollibie tor mc to tail before the fpring, 
without hazarding a winter pafTage, and to v 
I did not with to expofe my family. This explains 
the caufe why I did not render myfclf here at a 
much earlier period. 

I pnfiponed my reply to that letter till my arri- 
val, becaufe I deemed it more fuitable, for many 
rcatbns, to anfwer it in my own country, than from 
a foreign one, I think proper, however, to call 
your attention to the tubjecl of that letter, with a 
view to juflify myfelf againft any imputations that 
have been, or were intended to be raited againft mc, 
by the meafures it announced. 

I oblerved by that letter, that although you found 
this mealiire principally on the ground taken in 
that of the 13th of June preceding, yet you intimate 
there were " other concurring ctrcumftances," 
whicli had weight in deciding the Executive m its 
favour. The objecr, of this, therefore, is to requell 
of you a flatement of what thofe circumltances were, 
that, correctly knowing, I may diflindtly anfwer 
them. To the fuggeftions contained in yours o( 
the 13th of June I ihall likevvife make fuch further 
reply as appears now to be neeeflary. 

I requefl this ilatement as a matter of right, and 
upon the principle, that, although the Executive 

pQilefles 
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poffefles the power to cenfure and remove a public 
minifter, yet it is a- power which ought to be 
exercifed according to the rules of juftice; which 
rules are too well defined by the principles of our 
government, to require illuftration here. I make 
this requeft, therefore, in a confidence that you will 
comply with it, as foon as you can with conve- 
nience. With due refpedt, &c. 

From Mr, Monroe to the Secretary of State, 
Sir, Philadelphia, July $th, 1797. 

Upon leaving Paris I committed my letter-book 
to the care of Mr. Prevoft, and, after his departure, 
of Mr. Skipwith, fealed up, for General Pinckney, 
in cafe he 'arrived while either of thofe gentlemen 
was there ; to furnifh him with fuch light upon, 
affairs, as he did not derive from your department, 
when he left this. 1 had previoufly given General 
Pinckney copies of fome papers which he found 
necefTary upon his firft arrival ; fo that, in a po£ 
fible cafe, 1 trufl your wifh was fulfilled in pofTeff- 
ing him with fuch documents as have been, or may 
be necefTary, for fomc time to come. I think pro- 
per, however, to fuggeft the propriety of fuch a 
complete copy being furnithed from your office, as. 
you feem to deem necefiary, for our Representative 
at Paris ; fince, when I arrived there, no paper 
whatever was furnifhed me by my prcdeeeflbr, either 
of his own correfpondence, of Mr. Jefferfon's, or 
Dr. Franklin's. I have thought it my duty to 
flate to you, how T found and left this bufinefs ; to. 
enable .you to make fuch difpofition therein, ac- 
cording to the rules of your department, as is 
thought fuitable. 

I fhall be abfent from this city till Thurfday next ; 
at which time I fhall be happy to receive an an- 
fwer to the letter I had the pleafure to write you 
yefterday. 

Your moil obe&v&tA, fccc. 
A A 4 "From 




From the fame to the fame. 

Sir, Philadelphia , July 15M, 1; 

1 think proper to apprize you of my return to 
ami to reejueft the favour of an anfwrr 
to my letter of the 6th iuftaot. I am } with due 
refpe^r, &a 

From the Secretary of State to Mr. Monroe. 

Department of State. 
Sir, Philadelphia, July 17M, 1797. 

I duly received your loiters of the 6th and 8th 
inftant,' the latter iiating the dilpofition you had 
made of the letters and papers relating to your 
million to the French Republic, for the ufe of your 
fucceiTor. Your intended abfence, as mentioned 
in your letter of the 8th, and the preflure of public 
bufmefs, on the eve of the departure of our Minis- 
ter for Europe, induced the delay of an anfwer to 
I this time, 
The requeft contained in your letter of the 6th, 
was unexpected. It is eafy to conceive that the 
Prefident of the United States may be pofieffed of 
and information, which would not only juf- 
rify, but require the recall of a foreign mini tier, or 
the diimiflion of an officer at home, although they 
jftiould not furnifh ground for a legal investigation. 
When the tenure of public offices (that of the 
Judges excepted) was deliberately and confidentially 
placed in the pkajure of the Prefident of the United 
States, it certainly was not contemplated to reft the 
propriety or expediency of particular acts of that 
plcafure or difcretion, by a formal trial, or a public 
difcuflion. Thefe remarks, I truft, exhibit fatif- 
fjctory reafons why I cannot undertake to comply 
with your rcqueir. I am. Sir, &c. 
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From Mr. Monree to the Secretary of State. 
Sir, Philadelphia, July 19th t 1797. 

I have been favoured with yours of the 171^ 
inflant, and anfwer it without delay. 

If you fuppofe that I would fubmit, in filence, to 
the injurious imputations that were raifed again it 
me by the Adminiftration, you were mitlaken. I 
let too high a value upon the bleffings of an honefc 
fame, and have too long enjoyed that blefTing, in 
the eftimation of my countrymen, to fufifer myfelf 
to be robbed of it by any description of perfons, and 
under any pretence whatever. 

Nor can I exprefs the aftonifhment which the 
prefent conduct of the Adminiitration excites in my 
mind ; for I could not believe, till it was verified by 
the event, after having denounced me to my coun* 
try, as a perfon who had committed foroe great aft 
of mifconduct, and cenfured me for fuch fuppofed 
act, by deprivation from office, that when I called 
upon you for a fcatement of the charge againft me, 
with the facls by which you fupport it, 1 thonld find 
3 t ou difpofed to evade my demand, and ihrink from 
the inquiry. Upon what principle docs the 
Adminiitration take this ground, and what are 
its motives for it ? 

Do you fuppofe or contend that the power com- 
mitted to the Executive by the constitution, to re- 
move and cenfure a public jiiinifter, or any oihei 
public fervant, has authorized it ib to do, without 
a fufficient caute ? or that the Executive is not 
accountable to the public, and the party injured, 
for fuch an act, in like manner as it is accountable 
for any and every other act it may perform by virtue 
of the conllitution ? Upon what -principle is a dif 
crimination founded, which prcfumes reftrainla ii 
certain cafes again (I the abufc of executive power, 
and leaves that power without rcftraiut, in all other 

cafes ' 
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cafes ? And how do you defignate, or where draw 
the line between thefc two fpecies of power, fo op- 
polite in their nature and character ? This doctrine 
is againft the fpirit of our conftitution, which pro- 
vides a remedy for every injury. It is againft the 
fpirit of elective government, which confiders every 
public functionary as a public fervant. It becomes 
the meridian of tliofe countries only, where the mo- 
narch inherits the territory as his patrimony, and 
the people who inhabit it, as his flaves. 

That the right to cenfure and remove a public 
officer was delegated to the Executive, with pecu- 
liar confidence, is a motive why it fhould be exer- 
cifed with peculiar care ; for the more confiden- 
tial the truft which is committed to a public func- 
tionary, in a rcfponfible fiat ion, the greater 
circumfpeclion he fhould ufe in the difcharge of it. 
It was not intended thereby to difpenfe with the 
principles of juflicc, or the unalienable rights 
of freemen, in favour of executive pleafure. On 
the contrary, it was expected, that that pleafure 
would be cxcrciled with difcrction, and that thofe 
principles and rights would be invariably obferved. 
It is an incompetent recompenfe to a perfon who 
has been injured by the Executive, to be told that 
the conftitution permits the injury, if the power 
intrufled was thereby abuled, and the principles of 
the conftitution violated. And it is an unbecoming 
meafure in the Adminift ration, to defend by the ar- 
gument of power, what it cannot juftify at the tri- 
bunal of reafon and juftice. 

I have been injured by the Ad mini ft ration, and 
have a right to redrefs. Imputations of mifeonduct 
have been raifed againft me by it, and I have a 
right to vindicate myfelf againft them. I have in- 
vited you to flate and fubltanliate your charge, if 
you have any; and I repeat again the invitation. 
You fugged that you have facts and information 

which 
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which warrant the procedure. Let me know them, 
as like wife your informers, that I may be able to 
place this act of the Executive, and my own con- 
duct, in the light in which they refpetStively merit 
to fland. 

The (ituation of the United States has become, 
in many refpects, a very critical one ; and it is of 
importance that the true caufe of this critis be dif- 
tincily known. You have endeavoured to imprefs 
the public with a belief that it proceeded, in fome 
refpect, from me : why, then, do you evade the in- 
quiry ? Is it becaufe you know that the imputation 
was unjuffc, and wifh to avoid the demonstration of 
a truth you are unwilling to acknowledge ? or, 
that you fear a difcuffion, which may throw light 
upon a topic heretofore too little under flood ? I am, 
with due relpecl, &c. 

From the fame to the fame. 

July lyth, 1797. 

Mr. Monroe presents his compliments to Col, 
Pickering. He withes to revife his eorretpondence in 
the Department of State, and for that purpofc will 
thank him for the alignment of a chamber in his 
office, with the aid of a clerk, for a few days, till 
he can run through it. He hopes an anfwer to this 
immediately, if convenient* 

From the fame io the fame, 

Philadelphia, July 24^, «79/- 

Mr. Monroe requests to know of Colonel Picker- 
ing, whether and when he is to expect an anfwer 
to his letter of the 19th init, as like wile to his note 
of the fame date. 

From Mr. Pickering to Mr. Monroe* 

July itfh, 1797. 

Col. Pickering informs Mr. Monroe, that his 

ablence laft week, and engagements previous to the 
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departure of the Prcfidcnt for Bofton, prevented 
an aufweMo Mr. Monroe's letter of the 19th, and 
Iiis note of the fame date ; which, however, Mr. 
Monroe may expect to-morrc 

FfWi the Secretary of State to Mr. I 

Department of Slate, 

Sir, PhiLiJt'lphia 3 Juh 24M, ij 

I have read attentively yotir letter of the 19th 

tilt, but difcover in it no arguments to induce a 

change of the opinion expreiJed to you in my letter 

of the 17th. 

I underlland you to contend, that every Mi nif- 
ter of the United Slates who is recalled, and 
t'very other public olficer who is removed from 
office by the Executive of the United States, has a 
right to demand, and be informed of the reafons 
and motives for the recall or removal. In* all. cafes 
except that of the Judge;*, it has been etiabltihed 
from the time of organizing the government, that 
removals from offices fhould depend on the plea* 
Aire of the executive power ; and you know that f 
with the above exception, the commiilions of all 
ofrtrers, civil and military, appointed by the Prefix 
dent, with the advice and confent of the Senate, 
explicitly declare that they hold their offices " du» 
ring the pleafurc of the Prefident of the United 
States." Hence I conclude; that a compliance with 
your requeft might form an improper, inconvenient, 
and unwife precedent. 

In my letter of the 1 7th I remarked, that ** it 
** is ealy to conceive that the Prefident of the 
" United States may be pofieffed of facls and in* 
f 1 formation, which would not only jujftify, but n> 
f * quire the recall of a foreign minifter, or the dif- 
" million of an officer at home, although they 
?' fhould not furnifh ground for a legal invert (ga- 
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but under refine! ions 
V'loture ; while, to ad- 
..' tor, would be to fliut 
infidelity in public offi- 
.•Tiatic agents, who, refiding 
u.*% arc removed from the imme- 
.* of their own Government. 
want of confidence, from whatever 
."■■;. is a good reafon for changing a 
•!'•::«!. If he is found on experience to 
Hi judgment, fkill, or diligence, or if 
. :::rcs infpire a reafbnable doubt of the fin- 
,:* his views, he cannot with prudence be 
i kiucd ; for it is effential that there fhould be 
■ 1 confidence in him. A diplomatic agent, al- 
ough his official communications have a fair ap- 
: ('arance, may hold intimate, and improper cor- 
respondences, on political fubjedts, with mea 
known to be hoftile to the Government he repre- 
fents, and whole actions tend to its fubverfion. He 
may even, from miftaken views of the intcrefts of 
his own country, countenance and invite a con- 
duct in another, derogatory from its dignity, and. 
injurious to thofe interefts. 

The foregoing are cafes, in which the neceffary 
confidence of a Government muft be abated or de- 
stroyed : and yet the circumflances might be fuch 
as could not prudently be brought to a formal dif- 
cuflion. More may be imagined to eftablifh the 
principle, that, in regard to various public officers, 
it is effential that there fhould be a difcrction to 
remove, without an obligation to afiign reafons. 
In the cafe of a diplomatic character, they apply 
with extraordinary force. 

It is not true that a removal from office ncceffa- 
rily implies actual mifconduct. It may merely 
imply a want of ability. Or in refpect to a Minis- 
ter, 
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ter, it may imply only a change in political af- 
fairs, which demands, or renders expedient for 
the public good, the lubfiitution of a different 
character. 

Still another inftance may be mentioned, in 
which a demand like yours could not be complied 
with. A Preiidcnt of the United States may, on 
good grounJs. which he referves to himfclf, remove 
a public officer, previous to his retiring from office; 
in which cafe no officer, in the fucceeding Adminis- 
tration, could poflibly affign the motives for the 
removal. 

Thefe reafons, I conceive, are fufficient to juftify 
the determination, taken in my letter of the 17th 
inft. and render unneceffary a particular examina- 
tion of your obiervations, or anfwers to your nu- 
merous queftions. There is no difpolition to treat 
you, or any other man, with injuftice ; but the Go- 
vernment cannot, for the lake of indulging your 
fenlibility, facrifice a great national principle. 

I will conclude with one remark. 1 agree with 
you that the Prefident, in ufing that phafnre with 
which the conftitution has inveltcd him for the 
removal of public officers, is bound to exercife it 
with difcretion ; but I deny that he is bound on 
every occafion to explain and'juftity his conduct to 
the individual removed from office : which, beiide 
other objections, would expofe the Executive to 
perpetual altercations and controverfics with the 
officers removed. 

In aniwer to your note of the 19th infiant, I 
inform you, that the revifion of your correfpondencc 
with the Department of State, which you requeft, 
may take place with the aid of a clerk, when it mall 
fuit your own convenience. 

I am, with due refpect, &c. 

From 
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' From Mr* Pickering to Mr, Monroe. 

Sir, Philadelphia, July 25, 1797. 

It has been deemed improper, for the reafons af- 
figned in my official letters, tattempt an official ex- 
planation of the reafons and motives which influenced 
the late Prefident in terminating your functions as 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States 
to the French Republic. This I fhall not venture 
to do, in any capacity. But it is in my power, as 
an individual citizen, to communicate the confider- 
ations which induced me, laft fummer, when called 
upon by the Prefident, in the line of my office, to 
advife that this meafure fhould be taken. If, in this 
form, my fentiments will give you any fatisfaclion, 
and you defire to receive them, they (hall be fur- 
nished. • 

I have converted with Mr. M'Henry and Mr. 
Lee on this fubjecT, and in the like form you may 
receive their fentiments. refpeclivfjly. Mr. Wojcott 
being abfent, I can fay nothing inrefpecl to nun. 
I am, with due refpect, &c. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State. 
Sir, Philadelphia, July 30, 1797. 

I received and attended to your official letter of 
the 24th, and your private one of the 25th inflant, 
and (hall now reply to both. 

Permit me to premife, that in any difcuffion which 
has, or may take place between us, I have not, nor 
ihall I confider you in any other than your official 
character, having yet to learn what your pretentions 
are to confidence as an individual citizen, or the 
weight which your opinion ought to have as fuch, 
efpecially in the prefent Cafe. 

I think proper now to obferve, that when I called 
upon you for an explanation of the motives of the 
Adminiflration in making this attack upon me, it 

4 was 
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ma not with a view to derive any information for 

iyfclf- I have been too long and too well ac* 
[uaintcd with the political conduct, principles, and 
dews of the Administration, not to know \vh 

totives were in that refpedt, without any aid from 
rou. Indeed, knowing what my conduct was, and 

hat your views are, of which a feries of facts and 
rircum Stances leave no doubt on my mind, I had no 
Operation of obtaining from you any thing like a 
randid anfwer. On the contrary, 1 expected an 
five one, dealing in hints andinnuendos thrown 
out to divert the mind from the true object of inquiry. 
Nor have I been disappointed in my expectation; 
for 1 am perfuaded that no impartial perfon can 
read your feveral letters upon this fubject without 
entertaining the fame opinion of them. 

1 expected even a difguifeof the real motive, and 
by every poffible artifice which intereft or ingenuity 
could iuggeii, becanfe I knew the real motive could 
not be avowed ; and fuch, I am perfuaded, will be 
the opinion of every impartial perfon who, after 
reading your letters, traces the true motive, by a 
correct analyfis of thofe facts and circumstances 
to which I allude. 

I called upon you in that fpirit of candour which 
I have always obterved towards the AdminLftration 
and others, and to give you an opportunity to jus- 
tify your conduct by your own arguments, and 
thereby place it in the light you wifticd it to ftaud. 
But this you have refuted to do, and for reaibus 
the moft extraordinary : in calling upon you, then, 
1 have acted confidently with my own principles; 
and in refufing to comply, you have taken a ground 
tor which the Adminiltration is rcfponflble. 

I forbear to difcufs again the folidtty of that prin- 
ciple which fuppofes every public officer of the 
United States (the Judges excepted) a menial iervant 
to the Preiident ; a principle which, ifeitabli 

3 vani flics 
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inifhes from the bofom of every fuch officer all 



regard 



for 



country, every noble and patriotic lei 
tnent ; and makes him dependant, not upon the 
integrity and propriety of h»S own conduct, but 
upon the perfonal favour of his fuperior, Ifftach 
were the cafe, what confidence could the people of 
America repofe iu any public fundi ionary, tince, after 
fee gets into office, whatever may have been his cha- 
racter before, he finks into a machine, and ceaies 
to be a watchful centinel over the public rights and 
tntcrefts ? If fuch were the cafe, the principles and 
practice of our tree government are departed from, 
and the taoft flavifh doctrines of the moil flavifh 
governments are introduced in their ftead 5 and 
that lbch mutt be the cafe is obvious, if the Executive 
can excrcife the difcretion you fpeak of in the plea- 
surable manner you contend for, and without ac- 
counting for any of its acts, or the motives of them, 
in any cafe, to the party injured, the public, or any 
perfon whatever. This doctrine merits the attention 
of the people of America, becaufe it is a pernicious 
one. They have provided in the conAhution they 
have adopted, a fuitable mode for the appointment 
of public officers, and which fuppofes a due regard to 
be paid to the characters Of thofe who are appointed, 
and with a view that they may be faithfully ferved. 
They pay to their public officers, Preiident and all, 
liberally;, and ought to be faithfully ierved. They 
have likewife provided for, and with a fupervifi 
of the fuperior -over the Inferior ; but I truft it is theii 
intention that the merits and character of the latter 
fhotild be eftimatcd by the flandard of his integrity 
and public fer vices, and not by the whim, caprice, 
or any lets worthy motive of tbofc above him. 

Nor fliall I difcufs the folidity of the principles, 
or the policy of the practice, you have adopted, of 
opening a door in your office for the reception of 
fpies and informers^ to whole communications, it ap- 

vol. vi. b b pears, 
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pears, implicit faith is given, although their names, 
their characters, and even the purport of their de- 
nunciations be withheld. This practice is of great 
antiquity, and ia now in ufe in the defpottc govern- 
ment- of Europe,' hut I hoped never to fee it tranf- 
planted to tins lide of the Atlantic; especially in 
the degree to which you extend it. I difmifs thcte 
topics from view, becaufe they are only incidental 
to the main object of inquiry, and involve principles 
in which I am not intcrcftcd otherwife than in com- 
mon with every other American citizen. I have 
noticed them, however, that their tendency may be 
correctly underftood. 

But I think proper to make a few comments upon 
the hints and innuendos contained in your letter of 
the 24th, and with a view to place them, and your 
conduct in making them, in their true light. 

You fuggeit many cafes which, provided they ex- 
ifted, you fay, would ju ft ify the Executive in the 
removal and cenlure of a public minifter, or other 
officers ; fuch, for example, as a (( defect of judg- 
ment, ikillj or diligence; the want of confidence in 
him by the Adminiftration ; his holding improper 
correfpondence with men known to be hoftile to 
the government he reprefents, and whofe actions 
tend to its fubverfion ; his countenancing and in- 
viting, from a miltaken view of the interefl of his 
own country, a conduct in another derogatory from, 
and injurious to, thofe intereib, &c«" The exig- 
ence of any of thefe cafes, you fay, would juilify 
the removal of any public mmiiler. 

It is not my intention to conteft with you abftract 
principles; becaufe I will readily admit, that if a 
public officer be incompetent to the duties of his 
office, whether it proceed from want of judgment, 
fltillj or diligence; if he be the tool or partijunot 
another country againft the honour and inlereft of his 
own; or be ajfociaHd with foreigners of any defcrip* 

tiuii 
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tron whatever, or with the agents or creatures of 
foreign powers, in promoting any plan of con/piracy y 
againft infurreEt'wn in, or diforganization of, his own 
country; that in any and every fuch cafe, fuch 
officer, whether he be employed at home or abroad, 
ought to be difmiffed and difgraced, or rather fe- 
verely puniihed ; for difgrace upon thofe who. arc- 
capable of committing fuch enormities, is no pu- 
nifhment at all. But do you mean to apply any of 
thefe imputations to me ? If fo, why not avow it, and 
prefent your proof? Would it not be more manly 
fo to do,' than to deal in innuendo and infinuation, 
which, without making you refponfible for any 
charge, are perhaps intended to ' be underftood as 
fuch ? Or do you hope that we fhall take thefe in- 
nuendos for fact without your declaring them to be 
lb, or producing any teftimonies to fupport them ? 
This might, perhaps, promote your views in the 
prefent cafe, but would certainly not promote the - 
caufe of truth. 

With refpect to the clamour which is (6 incef- 
fantly raifcd (and of which you feein difpofed to 
avail yourfelf in the prefent inltancc) of danger to 
the Government from the exercife of freedom of opi- 
nion in debate and writing, or of your infinuation 
that I had improper correfpondence with any fuch 
perfons, it is one which merits no reply. I have 
no correfpondent in whom I repofe confidence, 
who has not given, at leaft, as firong proof of his 
attachment to good government and good order, 
and who is not as mucli interefted (perhaps much 
more fo) in the prefervation of thofe bleffings as 
yourfelf, or any of thofe who make the loudeft cla- 
mour on that fubjedt. Nor have I had a commu- 
nication with any perfon or perfons whilft employed 
abroad, or at any other time, of a public nature, 
but with a view to preferve the Government and the 
Union entire ; always fceking to counteract the 
b b 2 difunitingi 
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iiftmitingt disorganizing projects of thofe who fecr'etlf 
wifli to fubvcrt them. Do you know of any cone- 
fpondence of mine exhibiting an oppofite character, 
or having an oppofite tendency ? If you do, produce 
it, and then we will difcufs this point farther. But 
till then.I fhall confider this innuendo like the others, 
as being thrown out only to obfeure the fubject, 
and divert the mind from the true object of id* 
quiry. 

And upon the point of confidents between the 
Adminiftration and myfelf, with refpect to the pe- 
riod of its commencement and termination on both 
fides (if, indeed, it ever exifled on theirs in the 
Tiew in which I believed it did), with the caufe which 
created and deftroyed it, I fhall fay but little at 
pretcnt, becaOle it is a very important one, and re- 
quires to be more fully illuftrated than the nature 
of this communication will admit of. This point 
involves in it the whole policy of the Adrmnittra- 
lion inmymiflion and recall .and will, I think, when 
fully undcrftood, tend effent rally to iliuitrafc the 
conduct, principles, and views of the Adminiftration 
during this great and interefiing criJis of human 
affairs, I think proper, however, to obferve here, 
that whatever may be the opinion of the world as 
to the merits of the Admin lit rat ion in thete refpects, 
or of its conduct towards me through the whole of my 
minion, I can fhow in the moti fatisfaetory mariner, 
that my political character and principles, whilft a 
member of the American Senate, and whilft Mi- 
niftcr Plenipotentiary of the United States with the 
French "Republic, were always the fame ; and that 
in both llations, and in every viciflitude of our af- 
fairs, it was the confiant and laborious effort of my 
life to preferve peace, harmony, and perfect amity 
between the two republics, I ran fhow, too, that 
fhofe efforts had produced, and were trill producing, 
a good effect, of which the Adminiftration had full 
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knowledge at the very moment when it endeavoured 
to imprefs the public with a belief that 1 had failed 
to do ray duty. 

The Admmift ration may, perhaps, find it here- 
after expedient to explain why I was invited to ac* 
cept that minion, and confided in at that time ; and 
why that confidence was withdrawn afterwards. 
Were my political character and principles lefs 
known in the former flage than in the latter f I pre- 
fume not ; for, at the time when I was invited to 
accept this miffion to the French Republic, I was 
a member of the Senate of the United States, and 
bad acted with luch decifion upon all topics which 
came before that body as to leave no doubt with 
any one what ray political principles were. Was 
there any particular object in view, depending any 
where, at the former period, and which my appoint- 
ment to the French Republic might then promote ? 
And did the accomplimment of that object produce 
a change in the policy of the Administration towards 
that republic, and of what nature was that object ? 
I fuggeit thefe ideas incidentally only, and without 
meaning to go fully into them. 

So much I have thought proper to fay in reply to 
the hints and innuendos contained in your letter of 
the 14th, and which, I pre fume, will fully explain 
your motives in making them. I will now proceed 
to another point of more importance in the, pre feu t 
inquiry. 

The change in the political firuation of the United 
States is too obvious and interesting not to attract 
the attention and excite the fenfibility of even thofe 
who are the leaft obtervant. A few years paft, the 
name of America was a venerable name in the ca- 
talogue of nations. It commanded the relpect aud 
drew the tympathetic attention of all powers and of 
all men. Her commerce and her agriculture rlou- 
riifaed hand in hand, and her people were happy ; 
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beloved by her ancient friends, and dreaded by her 
ancient foes, there was no cloud in the political ho- 
rizon to darken her profpe&s. A coalition of ty- 
rants, it is true, whofe avowed object it was to ex- 
tirpate liberty from off the face of the globe, excited 
tineafinefs for a while Soon, however, the firong and 
potent arm of Republicanifm crufhed its efforts, and 
averted the ftorm. But what reverie has now taken 
place; and where will the cataftrophe end ? Our 
national character has not only already greatly de- 
clined, and our commerce and agriculture greatly 
fuffered, but we are upon the point of being involved 
in a war with our ancient and deferving ally, now 
become a republic after our example, and on the fide 
of the remnants of that fame coalition which was 
lately armed againft the liberties of the • world. 
Strange and almoft incredible event indeed ! By 
what means has this change been produced ? Much 
has been laid and done by the Adminiftration, not 
limply to exculpate itfelf from all blame in that re- 
fpedt, but to criminate others, and, when called upon, 
to ftate and fubftantiate its charges. What has been 
the refult ? Let your letters fhow. 

It is now time to clofe this fubject, and to bring 
into view an important queftion which muft be de- 
cided on. Has the Adminiftration performed its 
duty to its country in thefe great concerns, and 
acquitted itfelf to the public as it ought to have 
done? In my judgment it has not. Might we not 
have avoided this crifis by other and obvious mea- 
fures more confident with our national honour and 
intereft, and without expofing ourfelves to any real 
danger whatever? In my judgment we might. In this 
latter view the fubject acquires new importance, and 
is entitled to more particular attention. 

You will readily perceive that our fellow-citizens 
in general are deeply interefted in the feveral points 
in difcuffion between us ; to whom it likewife be- 
longs 
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longs to efiimate youTs and my conduct ; and I now 
think proper to inform you, that it is my intention 
to carry the fubjecT: before that enlightened and im- 
partial tribunal* with all the lights which I poflfefs. 
I am. Sir, with due refpect, &c. 

From Mr, Monroe to the Secretary of State. 

. Jdyiu *797- 
Mr." Monroe requefts Col. Pickering to inform 

his colleagues that the evident impropriety of his 
having any communication other wife than with the 
Adminiftration itfelf upon an a& for which he holds 
the Adminiftration refponfible, precludes his re* 
ceiving from them* as individual citizens, any in- 
formation whatever refpeeting the motives which 
governed them in the cafe referred to. He declined 
this with the greater pleafure, becaufe the courfe he 
finds it neccJlary to adopt for examination and de- 
veloperaent of this lubjeLit, generally offers to thole 
gentlemen^ as individual citizens, an opportunity to 
communicate the motives of their conduct, in that 
cafe, to the community at large, through which 
channel only can he attend to them *. 

Noah 



* Thus is Citizen Monroe following c!ofe upon the heels of 
the u Knight of the dipnguljkcd Order." All the Minifters of 
France, and that of her naturA allies, having made their appeal 
from the Government 10 the people,, our difcarded Minifters, our own 
dtfiittgvijbed knights, are following their example, left the excellent 
p raft ice ftiould grow our of fa ft t ion. 

It is very probable that the Government will not condefcend to 
enter into a detail of the reifans for recalling this frendiified Ame- 
rican Mimfter ; but that fuflicient reafons exifted, every one, ex- 
cept a few hoodwinked idiots, is very well convinced of. General 
at this convi&ion is, however, I cannot promife that I (hall for- 
bear to bring forward thole suflions of his, which, I am certain, 
without any thing more, ought to have produced Ids recall. Let 
him go on with his vindication and then let him prepare himfelf 
for a falure from my battery. 

At prefent I (hall only obferve, that it is my fincere opinion, 
that his firft letter to Mr, Pickering was written on the other fide 
b b 4 Q L 
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Nmh Wtbfter fays, that the Members of Par- 
liament, w in opposition to Admini ft ration, have 
%i made their laft effort to flem the tide 
** mjierml and crown influence by a proposition tor i 
" reform in the national representation. We have 
*' not the whole of the debates ; but Mr. Fox's quef- 
** tion is one of the moil luminous difplays of ar- 
** gument and eloquence that has ever adorned 4hc 
•* debates of Parliament, He declares, and we 
11 are jlrowly inclined to bilieve his opinion to be jufl, 
li that fucti a reform is the laft and only chance to 
•* lave the prefent conl! itution *." 

Saturday, 5 th August. 

Spanj/k Mmijhr t — Mr. Porcupine, Among the 
charges alleged again ft the Secretary of State by 



of the water, probably by his friend Bams himfelf. That it is a 
tranflation from the French, no one who pays attention to the 
phrafeology of it, can doubt for & moment- For irjftance : " This 
** explains the caufe why I did not render my f elf here at a muc|i 
*' earlier period. "■ — Do we ever makeufe of t hi & idiom in EngliuV 
No ; we fay, ** This is the reafon why I did not return hi 
** why 1 did not eeme heme" — or fome fuch exprelTton. What fhould 
we think of a man who, coming too late for dinner, were to fay; 
'* I beg pardon for not rtnderirtgmyfelffeoHer\ ,t or of anothar, 
who fltould fay to hi* friend t "Do me the pleafure to rentier 
** yourfelfto my houfe this evening." Should we not fay at once, 
that the fpeakers were foreigners t The French fay : ye « mt r*f 
dois pas Mi that is, I did not render pty/elf here \ and I defy til? 
difcarded Minifter to find me fuch a mode of exprellion in any other 
language whatever* In ours, it is fo far from being in ufe, jhst 
it is ahloluely without meaning, and could not poffibly have been 
adopted but by a tranflator who thought a ftrifl adherence to (be 
letter of his original paramount to every other confederation. 

* Thus is poor Noah, from being the eulogift of Mr. Pitt, be- 
come a convert to the pauper and his crew. This is moli abomi- 
nable, to be Aire ; yet I cannot fay but I love to fee him fluff- 
He does it in fuch a plaufible way, and with fo much gravity. He 
really holds a candle to the Devii with the befl grace of any man 1 
c ver faw, 

the 
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the Spanish Mini ft er, there is but one which does not 
carry its own refutation on its forehead ; and that one, 
though capable of an eafy and complete aufvver by a 
recurrence to dates and a few well-known fnSs, 
feems to have efcaped the attention of thofe writers 
who have commented with Co much fpirit and juftioe 
on the other parts of the attack. I allude to that 
part of the Spanifti Minifter's publication where he 
aeeules the Secretary of State with having delayed 
for ieveral days to lay before the Prefident certain 
intimations which he had communicated respecting 
an intended expedition again ft Louifiana from Ca- 
nada, This intimation, the Miniiler fays, was made 
on the 2d of March ; and that on the nth he had 
an interview with the Prefident, who had not then 
heard of it. From the printed correspondence it ap- 
pears, that on the nth of March it had been laid 
before the Prefident, and an anfwer given. With- 
out remarking on the impertinence ofa foreign Mi- 
ll liter's talking to the Prefident about public affairs, 
the only proper channel for which he knew to be the 
Secretary of State; or the indecency of detailing in 
the newfpapers the particulars of a private and un- 
official converfation, I will content myfclf with call- 
ing the attention of your readers to the date of this 
tranfacTion, The 2d of March was one day before 
the late Prefident was to retire from his office. To 
make the communication to him, therefore, would 
have been futile, becaufe it would not have been pof- 
fiblc for him to a& upon it ; there not being time to 
make the neceifary previous inquiries before his fin 
tions mu ft expire. The fame con fide rat ion would h- 
rendered it improper to communicate even the ? 
nifter's verbal information, which he fays that he 
gave three days fooner ; for with the add: 
thofe three days, it was impofiible to ima 
the Prefident could take any fteps in the 
Was it not better, therefore, to defer the r 
cation till the new Prefident ihould con 
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fice, and make it to him ? Every body, moreover, 
knows the prefs of public bufinefs at ibat moment. 
Jt was lb great, that Cougrefs fat aimoU the whole day 
of the ad, and until pafi eleven o'clock on the night 
of (he 3d. From the journals of the two Hou 
appears, that as many as tv. acts and 

resolutions, fome of them very long ones, were ap- 
p r o v e d by the Prelident on thole two days, in the 
courfe of which molt of" them had been lent to him, 
It is well known that he hardly had time to read 
them; and on the 3d was actually obliged at aa 
early hour to leave the company at his own table 
for that purpofc. — Under all thefe circum fiances it 
was hardly to be expected, one would think, that 
the Secretary of State fhould immediately, without 
previous inquiry, run with this new affair to the 
Prelident, overwhelmed as he was with bufinefs, 
and juft at the moment of quitting the office. On 
the 4th, at twelve o'clock, the new President entered 
on his functions. He could not immediately in the 
courfe of that afternoon go to work ; unlet*, indeed, 
fome great and preying affair had demanded hi* at- 
tention. It may be laid that his active duties did not 
commence till the morning of the 5th. Whoever 
will refled on the great variety of affairs which muft 
have pieffed on his attention at that moment from 
all the departments, with the bun* nets and fituation of 
which, especially that of Hate, comprifing foreign af- 
fairs, it was bis duty to make hirnfelf immediately 
acquainted ; and will at the lame time recollect, that, 
from the morning of the 4th and 5th to the nth, 
when the Spanifh Minister received an anfwer to 
his communication, only iix days had elapfed, will 
be inclined to wonder at the diipatch ufed in this 
trivial affair. 1 call it trivial, not with refpect to 
the thing itfelf, hut to the information on which it 
relied, and which amounted to northing more than 
a vague and general intimation from a foreign Mi- 

nilicr, 
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?ufrer, unfupported by proofs of any kind, accora* 
panicd by no details or particular facte on which the 
Government could ac"l, and iince proved to have 
been wholly unfounded ; for it will be obferved, 
in all that has trail fpired of Blounfs confpiracy, 
there is not one word, nor even a hint alpout an 
expedition from Canada. — And yet the Secretary 
of State is abufed in the moft opprobrious manner 
by this peribn, who forgets equally what is due to 
decorum and felf-refpect ; and the vileft infinuations 
are levelled again ft his chara&er and public conducl, 
becauie iix days were fuffered to elapfe before the 
Preftdent, preifed as he was by the weight and 
multiplicity of public bufinefs which demanded his 
attention at the moment of coming into office, 
was troubled with an intimation of this kind ! — 
After all, had this delay been longer, or lets ncce£- 
Jary, the Spanifh Miniffer fhould have been the 
lair perfon on earth to complain of it ; for he had 
bimtelf been guilty of a much greater in an affair 
of far fuperior importance ; and where he had not 
even the appearance of a plaufible excufe. On the 
1 6th of March, as appears by the fame printed cor- 
refpondence, the Secretary of State, by order of the 
Prefidcnt, applied to this Minifter to know whether 
any, and what ftcps had been taken by the Spaniib. 
Government for evacuating the polls on the Miilif [ip- 
pi. He law noanlwcrtill the 17th of April. On that 
day he acknowledged the receipt of the letter, and 
declared that lie had been prevented from aniweringit 
■• by an indifpofition from which be had not yet 
* e fully recovered. In this interval however, of a 
month and a day, it is perfectly well known that 
he was not prevented from tranfaeVting buiinefs at 
home, or going abroad ; and yet he was prevented 
from giving an anfwer to a letter officially add rcflcd 
to him, as he knew, by exprefs order of the Pre- 
sident, and relating to a fubjeel of no lets importance 

than 
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in the execution of a tFClty 3 His tetter of the 
17th i-i very fhor: ; merely (iating that he was fur- 
uifhed with no information whether arrangements 
r'cre made or not for evacuating the pofrs. This 
lort anfwer he was for a whole month prevented 
rora giving by an indifpafitian which did not 
< online him to his houfe for a fortnight, It 
indeed a fact, the undeniable proof of which 
:ifls, and will appear before the public in due time, 
iat on or about the 201b of March, four days 
ifler the Secretary of State's letter was written, 
id when in common civility it mould already have 
ren aafwered, the Spa rum JVTmiiter did receive 
:rfons on buiinefs, and wrote at confiderable 
5ngth. He knows that proof of this fac*fc exifii 
>ut of his power, and therefore he will not contradtd 
What then muft be thought of his afiertion, 
that he was prevented for a month by indifpoiltion 
rum anfwering the important and official inquiry 
>f the Secretary of State ? The anfwer hfelf, when 
he did give it, was as little conformable to a candid 
and friendly conduct as the delay was to good 
manners, or the excufe for it to truth. Though 
evalively and ambiguouily exprerTed, it is calculated 
to convey the idea that he did not know whether 
the treaty was about to be executed or not.*— His 
words arc : ** Several months have elapfed fince I. 
received a letter from the Baron de Carondclct, and 
of courte I am deprived of any information touching 
the fteps taken for the execution of the treaty." 
This is even calculated to leave an imprefiion, that 
the treaty was to be executed, though he was not 
informed of the fieps taken for that purpofe. Set* 
ting afidethe impolTibility of believing that a Spanifh 
liniiter here fhould have been feveral months 
ithout receiving letters from the Governor of a 
mifh province adjoining our territories, with 
'horn it was his cultom and his duty to correspond 
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it remains perfectly certain ibat this man, while 
was pretending to know nothing about the matter, 
and leaving our Government nnder an impreflioi 
that the treaty was going into execution, Ju 
perfectly well that it wouW not be executed * for 
it appears from the lame printed correfpoaderjee, that 
at the time of writing this anfwer he had giveno 
the Baron de Carondelet that information about 
the invafion from Canada, all the particulars 
whereof he concealed from our Government, highly 
interfiled as it was in knowing them, and which 
was immediately made the pretext for withholding 
the potts on the Mifliffippi. When the people of 
America fhall ha?e reflected on thele fa::?, and' 
compared them with the printed correfpondenee, 
and the letter of the Spanifh Minrfter, tbey will 
decide how far his conduct has been confident 
with decency, his aflertions with truth, 
charges againft the Secretary of Slate vv ;ce 

and propriety. 
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However various arc tbc minds of men, 
Howe^r in geoeral points tbey disagree. 

Yet s re they moftly bound in one fine chaio, 
\V hich is no ttfs t&a* goKleJjtwf&flpr 

Almoftin every breaft it . 

When hearing ftoriei of eoogemal woe j 
And much we fear for thofe who hiffer ids, 

Which we have Known, oc which vxft*r t* 4 wo 

Tell Jack, the fportfman you have loft ycv:f** t 

He hums a tutte, and fay* he's Tery forry ; 
But tell hbn you have broke a fevotirtje gun ; 

He iwear* and fighi,- — *ti* quite a drfeicnt fcory, 
Tel! Bacbe that babbling Gtle. has hfi hiii9*g** % 

The hireling fays he'i forry for% or fa; 
But, do but hint that Lie? J or Ctrtft ***/» 

He'll die with fear, or break bis bean with wrse. 



American Patriot fm. — Hugh Connolly, of New- 
York, is on board a French European privateer, acV 
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in* as an officer. — One of the French privateers, 
mentioned in our lali to he taken by the Englifh, 
actually belonged to New- York : her name was al- 
tered. 

Monroe. — When Citizen Monroe was called to ac- 
count by the health-officers for coming on fhore 
without the ufual formalities, he pleaded ignorance 
of the laws and regulations of that office ; in confe- 
quencc of which, the pilot was about to lofe his 
place for neglecting to inform him of them. The 
man pleaded Not guilty, and applied to the Citizen 
for a certificate of his having given him all the necejfary 
information on the'fubjeel, which certificate, we un- 
derftand, was immediately given ! — Let us hope, there- 
fore, that, in the vindication which the Citizen is pre- 
paring, he will have the modefty to advance nothing 
upon his own veracity. 

Scratch for Scratch. — Extract from the Salem Ga- 
zette. — " In the neat, elegant, andclajfical paper, called 
" The Farmer s Weekly Mujeum, we find the folio w- 
t: ing handlbmc tribute to editorial merit : — * We 
ft arc much pleafed with the ftyle and arrangement 
" of the original poetical articles in the Centinel and 
" Salem Gazette. The editor of the firft has long 
" been celebrated for the naivete of his paragraphs ; 
<( and the fummary and poetical feleclions of the lalt, 
" are fuperiorto any thing of the kind in America'.'* 
What would you think of a man who fhould flop 
you in the flreet to tell you, that Mifs fuch a one 
thought him a very handfomc fellow ? Would you 
not let him down for a fop of molt incorrigible va- 
nity ? And what then do you think of the editor of 
the Salem Gazette, who frops you in the midft of his 
news, to tell you that the neat, elegant, and clajjical 
Farmers Mufeum has given his fummary and poetical 
4 /elections 
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Jkleftions the preference to every thing of the kind ia 
America ? 

I by no4peans wifh to call in queflion the merits 
of the Farmer s Mufeum t or that of either of the papers 
it fo candidly and liberally commends ; but I do call 
in queftion the propriety of either of thofe papers 
becoming the vehicle of thefe commendations. At 
any rate, if the editor of the Salem Gazette muft re- 
gale us with this. " handfome tribute of editorial merit" 
he mould have forborne'to accompany it with an eu- 
logiiim on the paper from whence this tribute was 
taken: for though one good turn may, and certainly 
does, deferve another ; though the mountebank doc- 
tor claps the clown on the back, and the clown claps 
the doctor, every fpeclator of common fenfe, though 
he laughs at their tricks, defpifes them both. 

Theophilanthrop'ifts.—" A fociety," fays a late French 
paper, " has lately been formed in Paris, which every 
friend to morality muft regard with pleafure. It is 
called the fociety of Theophilanthropijls , or JVorJhlp- 
pers of God and Friends of Man. They regularly ob- 
ferve the fabbath on every feventh day, correfpond- 
ing to Sunday, giving the title of Moral and Religious 
Feftivals to their general meetings, which take place 
on this day at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. Their 
exercifes confift in reading and fpeaking, interfperfed 
with finging. The principles and forms adopted by 
this inftitution are fuch, that it cannot be conlidered 
as an exclulive religious feci : its object is to recall 
to the practice of religious worfhip thofe who are 
now attached to no particular form ; at the fame time 
that its exercifes may be obferved as moral practices 
by the difciples of all religions. This fociety does 
not pretend to euablith a particular feet, neither ab- 
juring nor oppofing the principles of any other. 
They have no rites, no priefthood. Their defign is 
to bring forward no opinion but what may fuit the 

mora 
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morrl and religious opinion of every country. It * 
the raficr for litem to keep within thefe bounds, « 
their tenets arc fuch, that every one rauft agree in tf> 
morality ; fuch as can oecafion no leetarian difputes; 
and the name they have aftumed comprehending tbt 
two principal objects of every feet, their duty to God 
and their fellow mm. — A lecond fociety is formed 
on the fame principles, with this difference, that the 
days of wodnip arc celebrated on the decades, on 
every tenth day, at the fame place and hour with 
former V 



Monday, 7 ,!l Alg 

Frnnh Charafler, Principles, and J 

'men. — Extract of a letter from a Gentleman in 
the* i out h ward, to his friend in this city, in conle- 
quener of the latter leaving font him a copy of Mr. 
Harper's pamphlet. 
I>tAii Sir, 
I am very much obliged to you for the mark of 
your remembrance, which you have been kind 
coough to fend me. 1 have read it with much plea- 
lure, and am glad to fee fuch a collecUon of intereft- 
!]] formation lb well commented upon, ] only 
hope tt will be as extensively circulated. I feel great 
ion in being able to fay, that I agree with the 
author molt perfectly in his opinions of French 
views and French principles, and the neceffiryof 
refitting French infolence and encroachments. It 
is truly ridiculous to hear them flill talking of their 



* French piety is of a very convenient kind. They laid it by 
while they butchered all the valuable part of the nation, and let 
loofc the ragamuffins of other nations to imitate their example, 
but now the rafcals have acquired fome plunder (for this hypocri- 
tical pretence about religion is a mere political trick) ; now they 
w»nr to preferve what they have ftokn, they are endeavouring to 
fe-hum^nwe the lavages thai furround them. 

generoiily, 
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•enerofity, and our obligations, while the only 
Frenchman perhaps who etrentially promoted the 
eftablilhment of American independence, was Mr, 
De Grafle, the day on which he broke his inftrue- 
tions and hazarded an engagement with Admiral 
Rodney. That defeat humbled the pride, exhausted 
the refources, and lowered the pretentions of France ; 
and that alone, perhaps, was the means of refcuing 
us from the common fate of thole nations who have 
been under the neceflity of calling in the affitlance 
of others more powerful than themfel ves. The abo- 
minable duplicity, diffimulation, arirT tteachery of 
France, under the preient as well as under the an« 
cient regime, authorize any opinion of enormit 
which the molt heated imagination can impute to 
them; and nothing but the demon of faction, or 
the imperfection, and prelum ption, and infatuation of 
human nature, could have obtained for that horde 
of alfajlins and plunderers any fort of regard or re- 
el among us. I confefs, however, that my de- 
ation of the French has not arifen quite fo much 
from their particular treatment of us, as from the gt 
neral ten our of their conduct towards other nations, 
and towards the individuals of their own nation. 

That which is common to all, is not exclusively 
criminal in any ; and I feel no more for French than 
for Britifh, or Dutch, or Spanilh, or x\lgerinc fpo- 
Xiatious : but of the French I have the greateit de- 
teftation, becaufe I have the worir opinion of their 
national character. The French imagine themfel ves 
to be a mild and humane people, gay in prosperity, 
and philoibphers under affitdtiun ; that is, they have 
their full fhare of human vanity, joined, perhaps 
to good animal fpirits ; but thofe who have no feel- 
ing for themfel ves, how can they feel for others ?" 
Betides, we have the confeflion of one of the raoffc 
prejudiced of their countrymen, that " there is not 
fo ferocious a nation as the French," " that the trua 
vol,, tf. Q c French 
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-nch national character is a mixture of the tiger 
id the nior-i unetimcs the monkey is upper* 

toll, and torn And from the nor- 

>rs of the St. Barthelcmi ; the repeated devaluations 
the Palatinate ; the dreadful cruelties in the rif- 
le of Bo« in Holla nd, and in the neighbour* 
id of J terry in Ireland; their fangninary 
nd mercilefs fpirit in all their civil wars, down to 
he long lift of atrocities during the pretent revolu- 
tion : from all theft we may conclude, that they have 
10 more idea of humanity than a tiger, who i 
>nly whathc cannot overtake; and no more idea of 
liberty than a monkey, who fees no other ute of it 
"jan to watte and to deft my. All nations indeed 
re not fit for the hidden pofTcfhon of freedom, and 
II, or almoft all, hive, I fuppofe, been occasionally 
fuel ; fome from fuperflition, fomc from jealc-ury, 
>me for mercantile profit, and the reft for plunder: 
nit the Fi :nch are eruel for the love of cruelty- If 
\e confinement of individuals be jufr and necefTary, 
:t them be confined ; if their deaths be juil and 
?ceflary, let them die ; but the wound which rrmft 
inflicted, let us inflict with regret, and the miier- 
ib!e vicTim whom we are obliged to execute, let us 
reat with gentlenefs. Let us endeavour to alleviate 
diat we cannot avert ; and let us give way to the 
igry pafllons, and let us reft rain the offices of hu- 
mnity, no farther tha be abfolutely necefTary. 
/hen a young officer advances to furrendcr, and 
i up his fword, it may be necefTary to refute him 
[uarter; but who, except Frenchmen, would think 
"raifinghisexpeetations of life by afrecied affurances 
>f themoft profound rcfpecl, and the greatest poiiible 
" *fire of obliging, in order to have the malicious 
Icature of dafhtng thofe hopes, and of increafifi| 
ie titter of the whole troop at his death, by 

intraent ? Who 
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embourg did in 1672, that the defencelefs and un- 
refilling villages which he wrapt in flames, madedey 
nobles feux de pie f Who would exult that they had 
tbefe nobles f ewe dejole every day as regularly as the 
returns of an ague ? What Legislature of the prefent 
age but that of France, would think of pafling a 
decree, degaiete de cmtr, to forbid giving quarter to a 
vanquifhed enemy ? Who but they would keep pri- 
soners in a Hate of prolonged ftarvation, and make 
them ling merry longs upon the advantages of living 
42 la gameJh P Who elfe would imagine the bleed- 
ing the condemned before they were led to execution, 
in order to deject, them by the lofs of animal fpirits, 
that the dread of death may be increafed and embit- 
tered, and that a relief may be given to the amufe- 
mentof the fpectacle ? Who but they would drown 
children between a man and a woman, that they 
might give it a ludicrous appellation of a marriage ? 
Who but they would fufFer the headlefs bodies of the 
women whom they had jufr executed, to be flioved 
ftioulders foremoil from the fcaffbld into the cart, in 
order to afford an opportunity of joking upon the 
indecent appearance made by their reverfed limbs, in 
the laft con vul lions ? Who but Frenchmen, after 
violating the fillers, and daughters, and wives that 
were attending their wounded relations in an hofpital— 
who but Frenchmen would think of amufing them- 
felves with the horrid arrsckemens des poih t until in- 
fulted, and outraged, and tortured nature begged for 
death as a blefling ? No — French principles, and 
French views of aggrandizement, and French fpolia- 
tions, are nothing in comparifon of all this ; they 
may be dreadful, but they are incident to humanity j 
they are to be guarded againft or refilled : but what 
I complain of, what I abhor anddeteft in the French 
national character is, that mixture of levity and fero- 
cioufnefs, of merriment and barbarity, and that fa- 
cility of committing the molt enormous exceifes, with 

c c 2 a laugh 
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French Gmerqfity. — Baltimore, Auguil 4 Mojl 

sgreeabh — if true. — From the Norfolk Herald 
July 29, — Yefterday arrived the fchooner William, 
Captain Linnel, from Granada, which place he lei 
the 4th of July, in company with the fchooner 
Nancy, Palmer, of and from New- London, On the 
9th infiant, while in company with the above fchoo- 
ner, about fix leagues eaft of St. Croix, was brougl 
to by two French privateers, which had left Guada- 
loupe the day before on a cruifc ; they tent their boats 
alongside the two fchooners, and carried the two 
captains, with their papers and letters, on board the 
privateers; after examining them, they told them 
that they had particular orders not to flop or difturb 
any American veflcl, and were very forry they had 
put them out of their courfe, and treated them with 
every civility. One of the French tailors that came 
on board the William had taken a final 1 pig, and 
was carrying it away, but the Captain of the priva- 
teer ordered him to return it, and threatened to pu- 
nifh him feverely if he did the like again. On 
learching the William they found fix hundred dollars, 
which the mate had in his care ; on which they ob- 
served that there - was no need to hide it, as they 
Should take nothing without it appeared to be Eng- 
lifh property. One of the privateers was a floop or 
cutter, mounting fourteen fix-pounders and 120 
men;the other was a fhip of twenty-two fix-pound- 
ers and 19 1 men. They informed they were cruif- 
ing for the Englith convoy that was to leave the 
Weft Indies by the 24th mil ant. While Captain 
Linnel was on board the cutter, the carried away her 
main boom, and bore away lor Porto Rico*. 

* This I take to be a lure to inveigle the Americans from home, 
and to induce them to fail from the Weft Indies without conv • . 
*J*he plundering villains had been ordered to let a vetTcl 01 1 

c?3 
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Bijhop of Nciv- YorL — A New-York paper fays, 
that a complete fet of hells Tor Trinity church has 
been received by the Favourite, Captain Drum- 
nnond, from London. The bells are eight in num- 
ber, with the fixtures complete of frames, wheels, 
ropes, &c. The largeft weighs upwards of 24001b, 
being much heavier than any other in the city. Mr. 
Rice, formerly or^anift of Trinity church, and well 
known for his mufical {kill, who has interefted him* 
fclf in feeing them properly executed, writes that lie 
bas, heard them rung, and finds the found entirely 
harmonious; he adds, that the frames, being of the 
befr Engl ifh oak, will laft fevcral hundred years 
without the leait decay *. 



Tuesday, 8 ,h August. 

lias 



French Craft. — A member of the French Divan 
propofed, that the Square of the Revelation, at Paris, 



little value efcape, that the report might fpread through the conti- 
nent, and bring them better prey. It was, as they call it, Josvtr 
ma suffour aveir un hwuf^ci^ in the language of Chriilians, threw' 
ing a fprat to catch a herring.— Their hook is out ; they are now 
angling in all our bays ; nor have I the leaft doubt that the ere Ju- 
lity of our good merchants will fooR furnitli them with charming 
fport. 

The way in which this news is announced, is, among thou fa rids 
of others, a mark of that tamenefs of fpirit that has taken pofTef- 
fion of the country. What does it amount to if true? That an 
American vefiel has efcaped being plundered on the high teas, 
though met by a French privateer. Moft agreeable and moft mu- 
dcrful news indeed! — When a dozen or twenty of our vefleJs ar- 
rive in fafety under convoy of Britijbjhijii ofiuar t the news is never 
announced as " Agreeable? but, if a rafcally French privateer 
/pares a Gnglc veflel, it is immediately trumpeted forth as tidings 
that ought to gladden every heart. 

* As thefe bells are hung on the belt Etigtijb eak t it is to be 
hoped that the Right Rev. Father in God, the Bifhop of New-York, 
wj'JI never give his ^ccva\ ^eitmrtkeiw for them to be rung in cde- 

ition of the vi&cfie* eft v\^^itt^V?iSwei&s. ^^mW^a** 
Sunday}* as he didm 1794* 
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where the guillotine flood, and where upwards of 
a hundred heads were chopped off daily for feveral 
months, fhould now take the name of the Square of 
Peace ; and that a monument to the armies fhould be 
erected in the middle of it, in order, faid he, " to 
cover the crimes of the revolution with our military 
glory? — Pastoret, the fellow who made this pro-, 
pofition, is a cunning fcoundrel ; but he and his 
blackguard colleagues are very much miflaken if 
they think to blind the prefent or the future genera- 
tion by the erection of a monument of the nick- 
naming of a fquare. Xhe page of their hiftory they 
have for ever ftained ; they have fteeped it in human 
gore, and it will flare their pofterity in the face, and 
render the name of Frenchman fynonymous with 
that of murderer as long as the name fhall be in ufe 
among the nations. — And as to their u military glory " 
trifling indeed mufl be the crimes that that would 
cover. Their victories have, in no one inftance, been 
the fruit .of either their valour or their fortitude, but 
of terror at home and corruption abroad. 

Impartiality. — Nobody will forget the outcry 
raifed by certain gazettes and their fupporters againfl 
the Britifh Minifter, on account of Blount's affair, 
which however he difcouraged when it was mention- 
ed to him, nor is there a fhadow of evidence to fhow 
that he had any concern in it. Neither will it be 
forgotten that thofe are the fame perfons, and the 
fame papers, whereby Genet was formerly vindicated 
in his open and well- proved attempts to raife an army 
in our territory, and the Executive loaded with abufc 
for having oppofed him. On a recent occaflon the 
like laudable impartiality has been manifefled. From 
the confeflion of M'Lean, lately convicted of trea- 
ibn in Canada, it appears that he was furnifhed with 
a certificate from Mr. Adet, which he carried con- 
cealed in his fhoe : but this ftrong appearance of con- 

. c c 4 nexAQu, 
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nexion between a French Minifler here, and a citi- 
zen of Uiis country employed in exciting iofurrec- 
tion among our neighbours, has efcaped the anf- 
madverfions, and even the obfervation, of thule 
%vatchful guardians of our neutrality. 



if 



Coil — It will be long recollected that Mr, Coh 
acted the part of a Marplot in the congreftiorjal 
farce, with which we were entertained fome fime 
ago. In confequence of his excellent performance, 
the French papers at Bofion (the Chronicle in parti- 
cular), larded him on his return, with a great deal of 
welUdeferved praiie. But it teems that Mr. Coit, 
inffead of deriving fatisfaction from this public ac 
knowledgmeut of bis attachment to the French, was 
very much offended at it, and that he actually feat 
the editors of the paper called the Chronicle the 
following mofi ludicrous card: 

" Mi\ Coit presents his compliments to Mcflrs. 

Adams and Larkin, and apprehending that a cor- 
" refpondeut of theirs under the fignature of ( Mid- 
* f dlcfex,' in the Chronicle of the 3d infh hasmurh 
" miflaken Mr. C.'s character and principles — and 
,( that any correfpondent of theirs who may be dil- 
" pofed to make honourable mention of him, ivill 
" be under the like miftake — takes the liberty to beg 
" the favour of Mefirs. A. and L, that they will not 
' ; again publifh any eulogtum on him. And wifh- 
" ing to remove any milraken imprefiions, whieh 
" the publication alluded to may have made, Mr. 
" C further afks as a favour of the editors of the 
" Chronicle, that they will be fo obliging as to pub- 
M Iifli this note *." 

Spamfi 



* The ridiculous embarraifinent that this gentleman's efm 
conduit (to gwe it the mijdelt epithet) has brought him into, ought 
to be a profitable teflon to a\\ trimmeri. Tfct ^<it rawi might as 
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Spanifh Mmifier and old APKean. — It is iaid that 
Genet is in the city incog, and it is generally fuppofed 
that he has been invited hither as chamber counci- 
lor for the Spanifh Mini iter, in his profecutwn of P, 
Porcupine^ which we have the pleafure to inform our 
readers is in a fair way of coming to a head. 

The Httle Don, we are informed, has, for fome 
time paft, been extremely afiiduous in his addrettes 
to Mijs M*Kean 7 the amiable daughter of poor Penn- 
sylvania's Chief Jullice. — What were his motives in 
commencing this fnit we fha!l leave our readers to 
divine, 

A queftion for lawyers. — Is Itpofiible for a man to 
write a libel on a moniker, though that monkey be the 
tool of a baboon? 



Wednesday, 9 th August. 

Civis*s Remarks on Monroe's Letter to Mr. Picker- 
ing. — The angry Ex-minifterto France, Monroe, has 
made a new difcovery in ourconfiitution; that a dis- 
placed officer is to be connxlered in the light of an in- 
jured party, entitled to redrefs, 

Firlt, How is he injured ? The Executive, cxer- 
cifing its undoubted conflirutional powers, has dif- 
placed him. Why ? Becaufe it thought him unfit 
for the place. Who was to judge of this? The 
^Executive lblely. And on what was its judgment to 
be founded ? On reafons of winch it oujrht to be the 
fole judge* for the constitution does not fay that of- 
ficers fhall be removed by the Executive for fuch and 



weJl have accepted of the eulogium of (he fan 3 -culottes, fat- he may 
be aflnred he'll never be honoured with one from a federal pen. It 
mutt not be forgotten that he was not always (o m&dtft as at pie- 
fent. While at Philadelphia he th lifted up the filthy incenfe of 
jfcche and the O'Careys, without exprefling the lentt diflike to it. 
Tbe northern air ha^, I fuppofe, operated a refinement in pis 
j'nidling faculties. 

fuel? 
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fuch caufes, or on conviction of inch and fucli ot 
fences; but at its plealure. The Executive, there- 
fore, having cxercifed in the cafe of Monroe itscoo* 
ftiiutional power and difcretkm, and no raore, his 
done him no injury. As well might a man convict- 
ed by a jury of a crime, complain of injury, becaufe, 
pu riiiing their conftitutional powers of deciding upon 
the credibility of teftmiony, they had found cim 
ty ; they anfvver, Becaufe we believed the tefti- 
jnony. But it was not worthy of belief ; Of that, 
they reply, we were to judge. 

As well might a man who folicits an office, and 
is refufed, complain, and demand the reatbn. 
anfwer is, that be was thought an improper perfon; 
but, fays he, I am not improper; you do me injui- 
tice,and I claim a diicuflion before the public, which 
will fhow me more favour. The Executive replies, 
I am to judge of your ritnefs, not the public, and it 
is enough that I do not think you fit. 

Since the Executive and not the public is refpon- 
iible for the conduct of officers, the eonftilution 
has wifely provided that the Executive and not the 
public fhould judge of their qualifications. It has 
indeed, by the power of impeachment, given the other 
two branches the means of removing an unworthy 
officer whom the President might attempt to retain 
in his place, but no where has it given to any man, 
or number of men, the means of keeping an officer 
in place againti the will of the Executive. 

If it were allowable to jefr. on fo lerious a fubjecli 
one might very aptly compare Mr. Monroe's con- 
duel to that of a man, who, being difcarded or re- 
futed by a lady, ihould infill on knowing her rea- 
fons. She would fay, I do not like you ; I do not 
think you a proper perfon to be my hufband. So the 
Executive fays to Mr. Monroe, It was my ph 
to remove you, becaivfe \ did wot think you a 6 
fun to remain as Mm\fox ol ^tccsa. \ wCKit &A 
■ ^- 
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flunk you fit, and appointed 301], but I was de- 
ceivedj and, finding niy millake, I remove you. 

This man's conduct reminds one of the ftory told 
of Swift, from whom Doctor Fell infixed on know- 
ing the reafon why Swift declined his acquaintance. 
The Dean anfwered, 

I do not like you, Doftor Fell, 
The reafon why I need not tell, 
But I don't like you, Doftor Fell. 

In the fecond place, why has not this difcovery 
been made iboner ? Other officers have been re- 
moved before Mr. Monroe, and yet nobody heard of 
their complaints. Whatever refentment they might 
have felt, and no doubt they all believed themfelves 
as much injured as Mr. Monroe believes himfelf, yet 
they had fenfe and modefty enough to hold their 
tongues. When this mart's predecelTor, Mr. Mor- 
ris, was removed, no reafon was ever alked or af- 
Hgned. 

Mr. Short was removed from Madrid, but nothing 
has been faid about reafons. Two collectors of the 
cuftoms have lately been removed from very lucra- 
tive places, but no demand or account of reafons. 
Hitherto the principles of the constitution in this re- 
fpect have been underitood and fubmittcd to ; but no 
fooner does a removal fall upon one of that turbu- 
lent feci, whole conftant maxim it is to make all law, 
•order, and principle, bend to their own perfonal gra- 
tification or advantage, than an outcry is railed, and 
the old changes all rung about defpotifm and arbi- 
trary power. Condemned criminals complain of the 
defpotifm of juries ; Jacobins complain of the defpot- 
ifm of laws : rioters and drunken vagabonds com- 
plain of the defpotifm of the police ; and for the fame 
reafon it is natural to hear officers, difplaced for their 
incapacity or mifcondudl, complain of the defpotifm. 
of Adminifrration. Jt was refolded \\w<j cm tt iw^&xe. 
vanity and turbulent indifcretiou oi vV\sm^vVo vs\-&^ 
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the complaint in the newfpapers, He has indeed 
one example in his favour, that of Doctor Romayne, 
who baS lately publifhed bitter complaints agamit the 
defpotifm of a Committee of the Houfe of Reprefent- 
alivcs, which, in purfuance to its inftruclions and 
authority, lint for him and his papers to be examined 
as to a confpiracy wherein he evidently appeared to 
be an accomplice. 

It is to be afked in the third place, what end Mr. 
Monroe propofes to him (elf in this bufinefs ? Is it to 
juftify his own conducl ? If fb, the objedt might 
have been effected without a quarrel with the Admi- 
niftration. He knew what his conduct had been, and 
might explain it ; and fhould a recurrence to his cor- 
rcfpondcncc be neceffary, tbatj we fee, is allowed to 
him. Was it to thow that the Executive had acted 
improperly towards him? Still that might be done 
without an altercation, without demand* ug the rea- 
fon of his recall. If he has been ill treated, it rauft 
have been by tome particular a£t ; let him explain 
that act. If the ill treatment confided in his recall, 
let him fhow that there was no good reafon for his 
recall, which may be done by ftatinghis conduct and 
his correfpoiiclence. Since the Executive has thought 
fit to recall hira, the prefumption is, that they had 
luiTicient rcafons for doing fo, and he mufi prove the 
contrary if he wifhes to inculpate them, or vindicate 
himfelf. 

Finally, is it the object of all this buttle to arraign 
the general fyltem of foreign relations adopted by the 
Admin id ration, and (auctioned by Congrefs? If lb, it 
is a public queftion with which the recall of Mr. 
Monroe, or the reaibns for it, have nothing to do. 
The facts are public and generally known, and the 
documents are in the hands of every body, except 
luch as Mr. Monroe may fuppofc to exiif in histtQ- 
publifhed correspondence, to which it appears he 
was mofl Tead'ttij aWovrci a<xcfe. \\t,\*\%TxvcrceQver 
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informed us, that, without hearing the reafons of his 
recall, he had reiblved to enter into adifcuffion on 
this fubjecl. 

He has, indeed, pretended to lay great flrefs on 
the communication of thole reafons; but with that 
inconnTteney into which men of great vanity and 
little fenfe are perpetually betrayed, he tells us him- 
felf that he did not want to know them, being al- 
ready well apprized what they were. If he knew 
them himiclf, why demand a difclofnre from the 
Executive ? If he thought it important for the public 
to know them, why does he not, pollening, as he 
lays, that knowledge himfelf, explain them to the 
public ? 

His conduct is marked with the extremeft folly in 
another particular. He was recalled by the former 
Prelldent, who is now out of office, and from whole 
fuccefTor he demands the reafons of the recall. The 
cvTor can know nothing about it perfooally, 
The Secretary of State fir ft declining, for the molt 
convincing reafons, to enter into any official explana- 
tions on that fubjecl, offers however to Hate as a pri- 
vate individual the reafons which had induced htm to 
adviiethe recall ; his colleagues make the tame offer : 
now it is manifeft that hi this cafe nothing more 
could poilibly be done. The Prelldent was not 
bound to follow the advice of thefe gentlemen, nor 
to inform them of the grounds on which he finally 
made his determination. He heard their reafons, 
weighed them, and refolved according to the rcfult 
of his own reflections. The Secretary of State could 
know only this refult, and the reafons for that advice 
which he and his colleagues had given ; but the 
grounds on which the Prelldent finally decided re- 
mained in his own breait ; or, if communicated to 
them, were communicated merely as matters of pri- 
vate confidence, as they might have been to any 
other individuals. Thefe gentlemen therefore have 

offered 
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offered Mr. Monroe all the information which itig 
pofliblc for them to give ; if he wants more he fhouW 
go to General Wafhiugton, who alone can anfwer 
for the private reafons which guided his own deter- 
mination. Yet this Mr. Monroe, after all his cla- 
mour about reafons, pofitively refutes to accept, and 
ahufes them becaufe they do not give more. 

Yet if he really whbed to fatisfy either himfelf or 
the public about the reafons of his recall, if he really 
wifhed an opportunity of vindicating himfelf or 
fhowing that the Adrainiftration had acled on im- 
proper grounds, it is manifeft that this infoni 
would fully anfwer his purpofe ; for although the 
reafons whereby tbofe gentlemen iupported their ad- 
vice to the Prefident, could not be ftated off 
and pofitively by them as the grounds on which he 
acted, no pcrfons would doubt that they were foin 
fadh The public would no doubt consider them as 
the reafons for Mr, Monroe's recall, and he might im- 
mediately fet about refuting them. 

This however is moft evidently foreign from his 
purpofe. He wiflies to act a part ; to make a buftlc 
and figure on the political theatre ; to hold himfelf 
up as a martyr to popular principles, and the popular 
caufe ; to enter into a conteil with the Adrainiftra- 
tion, and become the champion, perhaps the leader 
of a party, which he vainly and foolifhly imagines 
himfelf able effectually to ferve. If he fought only 
his own juftinVation he would take a different courfe* 
If he wifhed to point out errors in policy, for public 
information and benefit, flill his courfe would be 
different. He intends to become not the Hambden 
of his country, for then he would acl like Hambden; 
but the Wilkes of his party ; and accordingly he par- 
ities the ficps of Wilkes, without having fuch firm 
ground to tread on. His friends, however, if he: 
has any who poffefs more referve and difcernment 
than himfelf with fome fhare of candour, will in- 

form 
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form him that be falls infinitely ftiort of Wilkes iti 
ttie talents of a demagogue ; and from a little read- 
ing he may learn that Wilkes, with all his talents, 
though he got a place, has funk into univerfal con- 
tempt through his factious, turbulent and unprin- 
cipled conduct. Civis. 

Genoa. — Paris, June t. The Executive Directory 
received yefterday, by an extraordinary courier, dif- 
patches from Citizen Paypoult, Mini tier of the Re* 
public at Genoa, which ftate, that at the moment 
of the courier's leaving that place the city was the 
theatre of a fanguinary revolution. On the 21ft of 
3May, a confiderable afTernblage of perfons, preceded 
by three chariots, filled with tri-colourcd cockades, 
paiTcd through the different flreets, finging patriotic 
airs, and crying, " Down with the nobles — down 
" with the privileged orders — liberty for ever V* 
Then they proceeded to the Salle des Spectacles. AIL 
the carriages which were in the avenues were broken 
in pieces, and the liveries torn. Several perfons have 
been the victims of this terrible commotion, as the 
courier declares that he faw tixteen heads carried in 
triumph at the ends of pikes. After much delibe- 
ration, the Directory fent off a courier to General 
Bonaparte. 

Genoa was in the greatefl confufion at the depar- 
ture of a courier on the 22d of May. Armed men, 
followed by a furious multitude, had delivered them- 
ibtves up to the moil horrible excefles* Four Sena- 
tors had been maffacred, and their houfes pillaged. 
The Doge had fled. The refufal of the little coun- 
cil to eftablith a chamber of commerce, was the 
motive, or rather the vain pretext, of the infur reel ion, 
directed, according to every appearance, againft the 

y form of the prefent government. The French 
Minifter, Fay poult, had ifTued a proclamation, for- 
bidding 
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lidding the French to take any part in the ditfurb- 






— Ft grieves me to fee what I am 
now iboi ore my readers ; but I preferve 

this difmal picture of fallen royalty, in the hope of 
day or other being able to prclent its contraft. 

. jR from the Proctjs 
hai of the Dtnciory, 
lory, accompanied by the Mtnifters and 
diplomatic corps, repaired to the audience 
abasia 

The Minifies for Foreign Affairs prelented to the 
Directory Mr. Drayer, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minifter Plenipotentiary Drora the King of Denmark 
to the French Republic, who Ipoke the following 
addrefs : 

Citizen Prtjidtnt t 
The earneft wifh and detire which the King my 
inn iter has ever expreflcd lor ihe profperity of the 
ttch nation t nmit he admitted as a matter of great 
notoriety. Facts, repeated and uninterrupted 
hive proved the high refpect and friend thip v 
Iiis Majefty has entertained for that nation, and bis 
ftneere with and difpofition to live with it iu p 
amity and good underftanding. Where facts fpeak* 
profefiioos are utelefs. The deflre of the King to 
cultivate and draw cloler thole bonds of union, whole 



* The impudence and duplicity of thefe French defcroyers, are, 
poifibjr, fuperior to their luve of blood and plunder I Will any 
that is one degree above an idiot, believe that they were art 
*x the bottom of this infurrc£tion ? No ! there are too many incon* 
tclUMc fact:* to prove not only this, but that it was from the tuli 
thtir primary object to diforg:inize all Europe, or, in Briili. : 
pbatk words, ** rofet fiie to its four corners." The wort is alfo 
■ in America, and our Government is referved ordy for a 
fpace, to fill the laft fcene of this infernal French c 
*«J nothing can lavs us but the deft ruction of the hclliih republic 

duration 



duration and fblidity arc founded upon the reciprocal 
intereits of the two nations, is unalterable : the 
completion and accomplishment of this defire is the 
great object of my miffion. His Majefty has charged 
me to give to you, Citizen Directors, the moft folemn 
affurance of thofe friendly fentiments with which he 
is animated towards the French Republic, and I re- 
joice much in being appointed to announce them — 
my happinefs will be completed, Citizens Directors, 
if, in fulfilling the intentions and wifhes of the King, 
I can alto obtain your confidence and efteem. 

The Prefideni replied — The Directory receives with 
a lively fatisfaction, the aifurances of friendship that 
his Danifh Majefty has mani felted through the me- 
dium of you, his Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter 
Plenipotentiary. The Government of the French 
Republic will neglect nothing to preferve that good 
understanding which has fo long fub filled between 
the two nations. The loyal conduct of the King 
of Denmark towards the French Republic during 
the whole revolution, has ferved to Strengthen and 
draw clofer thofe bonds which united them. The 
ardent defire which the Executive Directory has to 
fee a lblid and lafting peace at length reunite all the 
powers of Europe, may be considered as a new 
pledge made to you of its difpohtion towards a 
power who has never ccafed to be its friend. 

The Directory doubts not but the perfonal quali- 
ties which have gained you the confidence of his 
Danifh Majefty, will not fail to conciliate the cilcem 
and affection of the Government to which you are 
fent. 

AL h Comtnandeur de Ruffo t Mmijitr Plenipotentiary 
from the King of Naplss t zvas afterwards prefaced to 
tht Direc7ory, andfaid s 

Citizens Directors, the King my mafter orders me 
to prelent to you, along with ray credentials, a new 

vol. vi. d d guarantee 
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the 
lerpfcler of his candour an< 
:y — I come to confirm to yoti tltt 
<periences in feeing this fortunate 
open for botli nations the fources of happinefs; 
inrlurtry, and every reciprocal inte- 
j to extend and to cement with ardour, 
1 1 amity is about to confolidate tore 
th real j , the King my mailer has ob- 

1 undcrllanding which 
abli < . . the two powers, tend to 

fiate i e of the evils which th. 

ally inflicled on thcmfelvcs by the war, and 
c ihofe events be forgotten, which 

its declaration have perhaps been viewed 

a.ry to the regard which his Sicilian Ma 

s always entertained for France. 

The confidence with which the King has honoured 

c, and my earneftnefs to merit yours, fhall be the 

id only object of my cares, my actions, and 

llic Prefidtnl replied thts\ 
Mouilcnr Minifler Plenipotentiary of the King of 
the Executive Directory fees with fetisfao 
you, the iiatefman chofen by his Si 
to represent him in his relations wit! 
Republic. Far from us be the recolk 
eircumftanccs which might tend to dim 
i o n y a n d (in cere friend flii p we are de 1 i rous 
ing between the two nations. His Siri- 
jelty ihnll be convinced, that the Fretic 
is faithful a friend, as it is a redo ub tab 

J ou, Minifler Plenipotentiary, the fentiraent 
>u have manifefied towards the Kepublic 

iheute 
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fecure to you the efteem of its Government, as they 
are to us a fure guarantee of the fidelity of your 
principles. 

The Minifier for Foreign Affairs next prefented Citi~ 
zen Michalli, Minifter from the Republic of Geneva to 
the French Republic, wlto exprejfed himfelf in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

Citizens Directors, the Aflembly of the fovereign 
people of Geneva having chofen me to be their Am- 
baflador to the French Republic, ' I experience a 
lively feeling of the honour which my fellow-citizens 
have conferred upon me by this mark, of their con- 
fidence, and I am at the fa'me time penetrated by 
the fuller! fenfe of the importance of the new func- 
tions to which I am called. To procure to my 
country the friendihip and the fupport of France, is 
to consolidate the bafis of its independence, its pro- 
fperity^ and its hajppinefs. The French people will 
not withdraw the generous protection with which 
they have for many years, honoured the Republic of 
Geneva, if themoft conflant attachment on the part 
of their ancient ally can fuffice to fecure its continu- 
ance. 

The French people will recollect, that in the pe- 
riod of adverlity, when all Europe feemed to have 
-vowed their deftruction, Geneva, the fmall, the 
feeble (late of Geneva, never ceafed to remain faith - 
■ fill. They will recollect, that, in giving proofs of its 
devotion, Geneva did not wait until the victorious 
armies of the Republic had furmounted the Alps or 
the Pyrennees, or paflfed the Po or the Rhine — Ge- 
neva teftifled its attachment to France long before 
her armies hati arrived, by new routes, to the gates 
of Rome or Vienna, and when the ftandards fuf- 
pended from thefe walls did not yet attcft the innu- 
merable triumphs of the Republic. 

In admiring with all Europe the valour of your 
v trb^s u &rid the talents of your Generals, the vail 
y. "■ ■'•' ' d n % deligns 
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dcfigas and the ailonifhi 



refources of your Go- 
it, Geneva feels with enthufiafm, the joy 
which France experienced in feeing this terrible war 
fo glorioufly terminated. 

There "is iiill another kind of glory, Citizen Di- 
ns, which you have not difdained to obtain.— 
The il*ntiments which your energy has excited againft 
powerful enemies, have infpired, by a contrary cf- 
fefti difpoiitions of good will towards a friendly 
people, who look to 300 as their chief fupport,— 
How happy fball I he if I can tranfmit to mv i'cllow- 
citizens new pledges of the affection and efteem 
upon which they let fo great a value, and if you 
receive favourably the teflimonies of their gratitude, 
and the ardent wifhes they this day offer, through 
me, for the fuceefs of your labours, and the profpe- 
jity of the French Republic ! 
- The Piijhient replied, 

Citizen Miniilcrof the Republic of Geneva, tlio 
French Republic, a il ranger to calculations ot every 
intereft which is not that of all mankind, meafures 
the friendship it vows to its allies, only by the lin- 
cerily of their affection. Geneva has connected her 
caufe with that ot the French Republic : the Exccu- 
tive Directory will never feparate them. 

The Ailcmbly of lite fovereign people of Genera 
willlearo then, through you, Citizen Miniftcr, the 
difpolltion of the Directory to maintain carefully all 
the relations whit h fhould unite the two republics, 
The pledge of this difpofttion is to be found in tbu 
principles by ibey are animated. Thole fian- 

dajds, which have; attracted your obiervation, arc 
placed here, lets as trophies of viclorj than to ae- 
monfiratc, at the moment of peace, the moderation 
Inc.]) the French Republic is proud to be di- 
rected. 

ay' the Republic of Geneva, Citizen Miniftcr, 
iecuic of its independence from, without* coutbliJate 

daily, 
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daily, by its attachment to the constitution it has 
formed, the bafis of its liberty and its happinefs ! 
You, Citizen Michalli, in vour character of a re- 
publican, ought to find in every Frenchman a 
brother. 

The fame Minifter alfo prefented M. Caborus, 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the King of Spain 
to the congrefs which is to be held in execution 
of the preliminary articles of peace agreed to be- 
tween the French Republic and the Emperor. 

The Minifter for Foreign Affairs introduced to 
the Directory Citizen Verninac, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary of the Ottoman Porte, on which occafion he 
ipoke to the following effect : 
Citizens Directors, 

On my return from Constantinople in confequenre 
of your arret of the 19th Pluviofe, which terminat- 
ing my million at the Ottoman Porte, complied 
with my requefr to viiit France, I deliver to you a 
diploma from Sultan Selim III. acknowledging the 
letters which informed him of my recall. I likewife 
prefent a difpatch from HufTein Pacha, Admiral 
of the empire, accompanying an Ottoman flag, 
which I undertook to lay before you as a pledge 
of his fincerc affection and alliance. From the 
tranfmiffion of thefe Turkifh colours, the firir 
prefent of the kind that fhowed the difpofition of 
the Turks, and from the fentiments contained in 
the letters which I bring, you will be convinced, 
Citizens Directors, that the people on the fhores 
of the Bofphorus can appreciate the value of the 
friendship of the Republic, and that her glory is 
not unknown to them. You are aware perhaps 
of their intention to form a frill clofer copnexion 
with you, and to pay homage to the fplendour 
of the nation by the permanent embaffy which the 
gublime Porte has rcfolved to eftablifh in France, 
#n<i which is on the eve of beginning in the perfon 

P D 3 uC 
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The President's reply and the Pacha's letter al- 
luded to above, have not yet come to hand *. 

Brown. — Brown's paper of la ft evening contains 
the following very extraordinary paragraph to qgr- t 
refpondents, 

" Original communications from Civis upon any 
" fubjecl will be carefully attended to; if, with the 
<f extenfive circulation of our paper , we cannot com- 
* c mand a preferenre in fomc in fiances, we conceive 
" onrfelves juflifiablc in referving at leaf! the right 
" ofjeleffion. Wc have already refuted to publifh 
** a number of political (peculations from a certain 
" fink, of fcnrrility and mifreprefentation ; and we 
if mall in future pay no attention to requefts of this 
iS nature. When the literary world fhall become 
* f fo polluted as to blaft every germ of truth and 
** virtue, we fhall then ranfack the volumes of 
41 Billingfgate tor amufement and inft ruction i but 
tl Civis may reft aflured that {hefource to which he 
w has referred us will be our lajt refort" 

The fource to which brother Bro%vn was referred, 
muft, I prefume, have been Mr. Fenno's paper; 
becaufe the communication of Civis which he was 
called upon to republifh, and which will be found 
in my paper of this day, had not yefterday ap- 
peared in any other paper than Fen no's. As, how- 
ever, it is impofrjble that the communication alluded 
to might be cut out of the paper, and that Brown 
might think it was from mine, it is al fo poilible, 
and indeed very probable, that Ins charitable in- 
sinuations might be levelled at Porcupine's Gazette* 
I fhall give him to-morrow to iay plainly to whom 
thefe insinuations were intended to do honour : if 



* Thus thefe fellows are drawing the bands clofer with all 
the kings and defpots they ran come at. I wifli to heaven they 
tvould draw them fo tight as to choke both parties. 

DD4 to 
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^Mr. Ft nno, I fhali leave him to make hi* ic* 
..is ; it' to me, I trull I lhall not be want- 
ing cither in politenefs or gratitude. Silence on the 
irt of Brown will be looked upon as a declaration 
it my paper was the object of his favour, 

Orleans , alms Egnlitfs p at Philadelphia.— -The fol- 
>wing extracts are taken from the Hiftory of tlic 
mfpiracy of Philip Duke of Orleans ; ** A. little 
while alter the maffacre of the ad and 3d of Sep- 
iBtober, 1702, Orleans mounted the tribune of 
the Jacobin Club, wearing the bloody cap of 
liberty inllead of his ducal coronet. There he 
made a folemn declaration that he was not the 
fop of the late Duke of Orleans ; that his grand- 
father never would acknowledge him as a Bour- 
bon ; that liis mother always fcorned the conju- 
gal ties, and that he was the fruit of an adulte- 
rous intcrcourfe between this modern MefTalint 
and one of the Duke's valets detune, or fiahk- 
mm. 

Thus did this abandoned wretch beepme the he- 
ild of his own debasement and his mother's profit- 
Lution. Demagogues in all countries and in all 
tges have been bafe and fhamelefs mifcreants ; lelf- 
legradation has always been the road to favour with 
he mob ; but it was referred for the " enlightened 
htcenth century," and the Infernal French revo- 
lution, to produce even a mobfo completely debated, 
1 ! induces a man, in order to preferve his favour with 
them, to proclaim himfel fa bait ard and his mother 
whore. 

Circum fiances like this, of which thoufands 

could be produced, characterize the French revolu- 

ion, and diilinguifh its fpirit and tendency from 

hofe of all other revolutions that have taken place 

ID the world- The French revolution has been, 

:ompared to that of America ; but, was there ever 

lime when an American leader, to gain or pre* 
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ferve popularity, would have boaftcd of his own 
bafiardy or his mother's whoredom ? No: the body 
of the people here vvere at times feized with a fort 
of frenzy, but never with the fpirit of jacobinifm ; 
that fpirit which pulls down all that U great and 
good, and exalts all that is vile and infamous; 
that fpirit which has fixed everlafling disrate on 
France, which has been the fcourge of Europe, and 
will be the fcourge of America, 

" The wretch had before committed this fhauieful 
*' declaration to paper, which he had tent to the 
f* Commune of Pam, requeuing at the lame time 
" that they would give him a new name that might 
f* ferve as a proof that not a drop of the blood of 
" the Bourbons flowed in his veins, 

** It was in confequence of this application that the 
w Commune gave him the burlefque name of Egaliii 
(l which he gave to his children, and of which his 
" elded fon, the Duke of Chartres, boafted of among 
«* the ibldiers ; but, after he emigrated with Du- 
€{ mourier, being aiked by the Auitrian officers 
te how he could be fo bafe of foul as to truck the 
*' name of his princely anceflors for the fans-culotte 
«* appellation of Egalite? he anfwered, / wily did 
'* it to wheedle the ftlly Parifians, He was egre- 
*'* gioufly miftaken. The Parifians were never de- 
" ceived in the Duke of Chartres : they will never 
te content to fee their city difgraced by his return to 
"it. Theyjnftly think, that the wretch who can 
" difown his name and family, ought in bis turn 
*' to be difownedby his countrymen." 

This man has taken up his refidence among us. 
Whether we ihall condefcend to own what the vile 
Parifians think would difgrace them, or whether 
any American Lady will think the blood of her family 
improved by a mixture with that of ajiahk man, are 
points that 1 leave others to determine*. 

* The mifcreaut was, at the t'mie this was written, paying h» 
Idreflu to a young lady of Philadelphia, 
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Thursday, 10 th August. 

JFar.— -The following article from a London pa- 
per of the 6th of June, furnifhes us with a remark- 
able inftance of difintereftednefs in a patriot. 

" Yefterday Mr. Fox attended at St. James's to 
prefent three or four petitions from the county of 
Antrim in Ireland, and fome other places, for the 
tlifmiffion of his Majefty 's Minifter. After the 
levee Mr. Fox rcquefted a clofet audience with the 
King, as a member of his Majefty *s Privy Council. 
* The refult of this remarkable interview was to this 
effecl : — Mr. Fox began with a moft refpeclful 
apology to his Majefty for intruding upon his pri* 
vacy, but pleaded the extreme danger of the prefent 
fltuation of the country as his motives and apology. 
He proceeded to fay that thefe were not times when 
ptrfonal prejudices or perfonal ambition ihould ope- 
rate in any man's mind to fuperfede the difcharge 
of a juft and nccefiary duty to his country ; and that 
he was convinced that the fervants of the Crown 
who had led the country into the prefent flare of 
difficulty and alarm, were not competent to conduct 
it into a fituation of profperity, or even of fafety. 
He implored his Majcfty, therefore, to take other 
men into his councils. But that his Majefty might 
not fufpecl: that he was influenced by motives of per-, 
fonal confiderahon in the advice he was giving, he 
was perfectly willing to wave any fuppofed preten- 
iions applying to himfelf, and to be an uncon- 
cerned Spectator, or even a fnpporter of a new Ad- 
ministration, provided he faw them acling faithfully 
and honeflly for the genuine and ultimate tnterefts 
of the country. His Majefty liflened with great 
attention to Mr. Fox ; but, according to the eti- 
quette ufually obferved on fuch occafions, returned 
no anjwer to his rtprefentations. We cannot difmifs 
Jthis article without giving our tribute of approbation 

to 
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to the difinlerefted conduct of Mr. Fox in this re- 
fpeclful and well-timed appafel to the judgment and 
parental feelings of his fovereign *." 

Friday, 11 th August. 

Trieftlefs tender Feelings.-— -The Doctor's feelings 
are very unaccountable, being totally difproportion- 
ate, and fometimes quite of a contrary nature to their 
caufes. He tells us how the fudden union of Mr. 
Burke and Lord North filled him with horror, (Lett. 
to Mr. Burke, p. 6-}-.) If an unlooked-for coalition 
in the Miniftry goes to court to manage public bufi- 
nefs, he is troubled with the horrors ; but he can hear 
of captive kings, of plots, maflacres, con fixations, 
and facrilege, and find all thefe things not only 
agreeable, but confiftent with celebrity and festi- 
vity. He mocks at the humanity of Mr. Burke for 
being alarmed and difturbed at the late horrible com- 
motions in France. This worthy gentleman, bleffed 
with the tender feelings of a poliihcd mind, and 
concerned for the peace of the Chriftian world, did 
look with abhorrence on the confulion, inhumanity, 
and felony of the French revolution ; and therefore 
juftly and pathetically exclaimed againft it as a 
moft wicked aud cruel tranfaclion. At all this 
Dr. Prieflley wonders ; and fays, You are alarmed ; — 
you are not cool; — your mind is heated, &c. &c. 
The contraft here is a little Striking ; the one, with 
the heart of a man and a Chriftian, feels as the at- 



* There's for you ! Who will now fay that a battered rake and 
an eleemofynary patriot cannot be a man of pure and difinterefted 
motives ? When the King confented to give audience to Fox, he 
fhould have armed himfelf with the fnuord of Juftice* 

f He forgot that his friemd and advocate Fox, who had pledged 
himfelf to impeach Lord North, was one of this coalition. 

tendant 
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Mr >m the Ne\v-\ 

; tc. — Mr. Prim br, All »/r/o/j fhou' 

n his far J in Art 

- 
France, ft< been an advocate f<u 

i tetrm\ and an admirer of its fiend-lstc 

alt acqaainti 

? pectin: 
n\ Robefptcrre, mud know that they 
link their national character lamtfhed by the ue- 
eard-ot" cruelties, botchcries, and robberies, which 
larked that deferable epoch of their revolution. It 
well known that*, though Robclpterre had fallen, 
lilf R^befoierrianrfrh was in the zenith of its power 
-that all F;. ts weltering in the hlood of her 

loit virtuous citizens; that women, children, and 
Id men, were the indifcriminatc victims of the caB- 
ribals tyrannizing 1 at that time over their devoted 
mntry ; when Citizen Monroe made his refpeclful 
appearance before the monfters, whom he addrelTed 
in language of the moft fulfome adulation : and as a 
further proof of his affectionate admiration of their 
conduct, his abject, fanguinary difpuiition led him 
icioufly to make ufe of his virtuous fellow -patriot 
Jarncy to unite the flags of America and France, 
a time when it was the evident intcreft and wifh 
>f the people and government of this country to 
rcferve the ihiclett neutrality. It i* certain that the 
notoriety of filch a criminal aft, and the public 
joictngs of many of our patriots on the iuccefTesof 
France, confpired to caufe many more condemn- 
ations of American vciTels on the part of theBririin, 
than would otherwife have taken place. The treaty 
wasthecdnfcquenceof fuch fpoliationsj which treaty 
alto the oftenfibh caufe pf French depredations. 
So that Citizen Monroe may be confidered as the 
4 principal 
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principal in ft rumen t of all the loffes and injuries 
which have befallen this Intuited country, as well 
on the part of the Brhifh, as tlie French*. I aflt 
Citizen Monroe whether he has felt that honeit, pa* 
triottc indignation a^ainft his countrymen, who are 
privateering out of France, as to have can fed him to 
denounce them to the Executive of the United States, 
as degrading our national character by fuch abomi- 
nable conduct? No; I believe Citizen Monroe 
would rather give them an invitation to dine with 
him, as a tacit approval of their conduct, and that 
our Executive is indebted to our worthy, honeft, and 
virtuous fellow-citizen Mr. Ptnckney, for the names 
of fcveral who were engaged in this vile bulincfc. 
It is a well-known fact that Mr. Monroe was on 
terms of the ftridtefl intimacy with many noted pri- 
vateerimen ; and may, perhaps, like our infamous 

C 1 at Bourdeaux, have addled fome of thofe 

Worthies to fit out veflcls as privateers^. Mr. Mon- 
roe's houfe in Paris was the rendezvous for almoft the 
whole piratical gang, and the bitter enemies of the 
adminitrratton of our Government, French as well 
as Americans, where they indulged in the mo ft vi- 
rulent invectives againfl tome of the mutt virtuous 
men among us, which often took place before many 
members of the French Government ; one of whom, 
Mr. Charles Delacroix, on the 4th July, 1794, had 
the effrontery, even before Meflrs. Monroe and 
S — b, to give as a toaft, " The virtuous Minority in 
Congrefs, who rejected the Britiih treaty ;" and on 



* Nay, Mr. Honestus, this is not quite fo ; for though Mon- 
roe's uniting the flag of America to that of France, was not ar- 
Jtre.i by his Government, the aft was certainly fan Rioted by thrft 
Government, in its public and pompous reception of a French flag, 
as a return Jnr the compliment. 

f In the fummer of "96 Mr. Fenwick advifed an American 
gentleman From Philadelphia to fit out a Schooner as a privateer 
from France. 
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the fame d- re the aboi ioned g 

men, the French Directory, and many other Jacobin 
members of the French Government, our late v 
Frefident was designedly left out among the fct toaft«: 
upon feeing which, an American gentleman prefent 
begged Leave of Mr. S — h, who prefidcd, to be per- 
mitted to give a volunteer toaJt, -.as «* Geor^ 
Washington, President of the United States ; ,f upon 
which, a bluing began among fame patriotic Ame- 
ricans concerned in privateerii><r again ft their defence- 
lets countrymen ! Why did Mr. Monroe lower the 
dignity of a great and tree people, by permitting a 
paper approving of his conduct in France (drawn 
up lirfi by lorn Paine, but afterwards altered), to be 
carried through the llrects of Paris laft winter, to 
get figned by Amerirans, many of whom had the 
wraknefs and wickednefs to do it ? but as many as 
were not runaway debtors, nor pirates, abiblutdy 
refuted tigning it. Mr, Monroe, I am of opi 
will find a great many names among the iigners, 
who have been denounced by his more virtuous luc- 
ccfibr, Mr. Finckney, as a difgrace to the American 
character. 

After all this, Mr. Monroe has lately had the ef- 
frontery to demand the reaibns of his recall. Such 
perfons as arc not difpofed to condemn him on the 
foregoing charges, I will refer to Barms' s anfv 
him on prefentmg his letters of recall, to fee whether 
Barras docs not think Mr. Monroe more attached to 
the interefts of France than thofe of America; when 
he tells him, " he is lorry that he is going away ; he 
parts with their regret ; his recall offers a ft range 
fpcciacleto Europe ; he alone knew the true intcrelis 
of his country." How different this from the treat- 
ment of Mr. Ptnckney, who was infulted, al 
watched as a coufpirator i W hat does all this imply, 
but that Mr. Monroe did not make the proper i 
icntations to prevent, but tacitly or fccrctly 

the 
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lepredations committed on our commerce by our 
dearly beloved allies ? which they knew Mr. Pinck- 
ney would remonftrate again ft ; to prevent which. 
they turned him out of the Republic, while the Di- 
rectory could not part with their man Monroe, without 
the greateft regret, and giving vent to their chagrin, 
by vilifying our Government for recalling him, 

Honestus. 



7h Mr, Andrew Brown, Publijker of the Philadelphia 
Gazette, 

Sir j 

When a child has foiled its garments, or fpilled 
its mefs, the good mother, previous to chaftifement, 
never fails to exclaim, " There now ! fee what you 
have done I" In obferrance of this ancient Vnd ex- 
cellent cuftom, it is that I now call on you to con- 
template your laft Tuefday's mifchief. 

" Original communications from Civis, upon any 
** fubjecl, will be carefully attended to. If, with 
*' the extenftve circulation of our paper , we cannot 
** command a preference in fome instances, we con- 
** ceive ourfelves juftifiable in referving at leaft the 
** right oifeleclion. We have already refuted to 
* ( publifh a number of political (peculations from a 
t{ certain Jink of fcurrility and mifreprefentation^ and 
** we fhall in future pay no attention to requells of 
€t this nature. When the literary world fhatl become 
** fo polluted as to blaft every germ of truth andvir- 
** tue % we fhall then ranfack the volumes of Billingf- 
" gate for amufement and inftruclion; but Civis 
* ( may reft affured, that the fource to which he has 
* c referred us will be our laft rcfort." 

There now ! fee what you have done 1 It is not 
worth my while to flop to prove that Civis did not 
refer you to my Gazette. That the insinuations con- 
tained in the paragraph were intended for me, is 

vol. vi. e s . certain, 
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certain, from your having afked a perfon, how he 
I your " ft* ft broadjide at Peter Porcupine," and 
therefore without further ceremony, I ihall proceed 
to addrefs to you fuch remarks on this your 
broadjide/' as to me fecm jull and proper. 

To turn critic on the labours of your pen, is what 
I ftiall never think of, while I can find more intereft- 
ing matter wrapped round Daffy's elixir and Adder- 
lon's pills \ but 1 cannot help obferving that your 
paragraph, which it appears was your coup d'tjfrit 
combines all the requifitea in a production of h^ 
It abounds in puff", in cant, and nonfenle ; but above 
all, it pofiefTes, in an eminent degree, that mod 
neceflary of all qualities, ambiguity. A newfmonger's 
paragraphs fhould always be like the figns of the 
irei -mafons : none but a brother fhould be able to 
comprehend (heir meaning; and, if your progi 
the occult feience be equal to your beginning, I do 
not hefitate to pronounce, that, at no very diflant 
period, you will be the grand-mafter of the hack" 
neyed, trimming, time-ferving fraternity. 

After having laid this much by way of preface, I 
come to the fubjeel matter of your paragraph. You 
refute to publifh the communication of Civis upon 
two grounds ; ift, Becaufe the exlenftve circulation of 
your paper giving you a right to cormnaml a preference, 
you, atlealt, innh on that o(felefthn, or, more cor- 
rectly fpcaking, reje3im\ ad, Becaufe you are re- 
queued to copy from my paper, which you are pleafed 
to call a " certain fink of icurrility and mifreprefent- 
ation," and which you are reiblved not to have re- 
eourfe to for in ft ruction or amufement, tiil the lite- 
4\:ry world fhall become fo polluted as to bluff every 
germ nf truth and rirfue. This is precious nonfejofe, 
to be Aire ; but fuch as it is s we muft take it, aud 
make the beft of it. 

Boafiing of the extmjive circulation of your paper is 
no more than a puff; no more than the exerciie of 

a right 
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right which has defcecded to you from your rnodcjt 
progenitor ; but to loiilt that the circumftance of 
your paper having an extenfive circulation j to infill 
that this circutuftauce alone authorizes you to de • 
tiumd a preference \ to rejeclt vv hat ever is not fent to 
3'our paper firft, or whatever does not exactly fquare 
with your opinions, is a trait of prefumption. of 
rudeneis, and of intblence, that I ihould hardly have 
expected, even from a beggar on horfeback. Many 
ilrunge fcenes itrike the eye in this toply-turvy age ; 
but I do not recollect having beheld one to completely 
unnatural, fo offenfive to reaibn and decency, as vow 
iitting in judgment over the writings of pivis. Ma- 
rat condemning his Sovereign to death, has, it is 
true, lbmething more (hocking in it ; bui the differ- 
ence between this infamous wretch and thedeleend- 
ant of Henry IV. was not halffo great as the differ- 
ence between your understanding and that of Chh* 
2\ T ot fix months ago, when your talents were put out 
to hire by tiie week, and consequently employed to 
the beft advantage, they were found to coniift, not 
jn criticiiing on the matter for a Gazette, or even in 
ranging the bits of lead, but in a judicious and learned 
application of the lamp-black and oil. In fhort, a 
very few months have teen you transformed from a 
printer's devil to a critic, a judge in literature, morals, 
and politics; and all this in virtue of what ? — The 
fxtenjive circulation of your paper / 

Which paper has moil fubferibers, or which has 
leaft, is what certainly ought never to become a (ob- 
ject of public difpute between the proprietors j but as 
afuperiority of numbers is the balis of your exorbit- 
ant pretentions, your impudence in boatling ot that 
foperiority deferves to be expofed. 

When the Philadelphia Gazette fell into your 
hands, it had upwards of nineteen hundred fubferi- 
bers ; this nineteen is now reduced to about fifteen 
hundred. Porcupine's Gazette, though you %le it a 
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link of fcurrility and mifreprefentation, has at tiia 
time between five and twenty andjlr and /; 
dred: to tliat until you, or fome of your fan 
lotte friends can introduce and cilablifh a retr* 
arithmetic, by which fifteen will heroine greater than 
five and twenty s you will have the complaisance. 
Mr. Devil, to lay aiide your pretentions to 
tnand a freference* in virtue of " the extenfive cirmh* 
tion ofjmir -gaper" 

We now come to your fecond object ion to publish- 
ing the communication of Chis : viz. becaufeyoa 
veTe (as you thought) referred to my Gazette, from 
which it would be a dishonour for you to coj 

This naturally leads me to inquire into the origin 
and progrefs of our two papers. The puffs and tricks 
that were played off to impole the paper, which is 
now yours, on the public, are frefti in the memory of 
alraoft every inhabitant of the city ; and it at la 
into circulation by mere accident by the means of a 
dreadful public calamity. It owed its fuccels to what 
has filled the city with orphans and widows. The 
deiperate circumfiances of the proprietor made htm 
look upon bread as more valuable than life : he 
therefore remained and fattened upon the contagion. 
His virtue f whatever you may have to boa ft of, was 
no more than that of a vulture. Did my paper owe 
its efiablifhment to any fuch caufes ? Did any one 
ever fee me, or anyone for me, begging fublcriptioiM 
from door to door ? No ; fo far from fuch mean men- 
dicant manoeuvres, J never afked, even m my own 
fhop, for a lublcription to my paper : as to pn 
from the mis fortunes of others , to retolved was I to 
avoid an imputation of this kind, that when the aw 
ful event took place, which called you from, the hell 
of ink to the throne of criticifm, I abfolutely refilled 
(though importuned to do it) to avail myielf of tbc 
advantage which it offered, by anticipating the time 
which I had £xed on for commencing. I left this 

opportunity 
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opportunity to be embraced by your generous friends 
and countrymen, the O'Careys, 

Both our papers were ellablifhed by men formerly 
in the Britifh fcrvice ; but one quitted that fervlce bi 
defertion, and the other with an honourable 
charge. This very wide difference at once accounts 
for the difference in the politics of our papers, as fai 
as relates to our native country and its Government. 
Every thing rancorous and falfe was to be expeclei 
from a man who had dttcharged in the face of his 
comrades the ammunition he had received to fire 
the enemy ; while from one who had never injure 
his country, who was left to the guidance of nature 
and gratitude, an attachment to it, joy at its profpe- 
rity,and forrow at its misfortunes, were as naturally to 
be looked for. And, whatever may be your opi- 
nion, and however loudly certain runaways may 
boqjl of their treachery, be affured that every man 
whofe efteem is worth having, will beftow it on 
bim whofe conduct bears the marks of fidelity. 

With refpect to the manner in which your papei 
has been conducted as affecting the politics of this 
country, it exhibits as perfect a picture of a trimmer 
as ever prefentcd itfelf to the eye. It crawled into 
notice as the champion of the Federal Government^ 
and accordingly took the title of " The Federal 
Gazette j" but the moment that Government be- 
gan to be attacked by the French faction, and that 
faction became numerous, it threw off this title foi 
the equivocal one it at prefent bears ; and this mate- 
rial change had no better apology than that the fe- 
deral Government no longer flood in need of its fuf* 
port ! 

Neither this reproach, nor that merited by the mil- 
lions of injurious falfc hoods it gave circulation to 
during the years 1793, 4, c, and 6, would apply to 
you, had you not trod in the path of your prcdecef- 
ibv ; but this you have conftantly done : there is not 

£ £ 3 a trick, 
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a irlok, an inflanre of underhand partiality for wlutb 

lit famous, ll ; have not imit. 

as the change in the public opinion would permit 

to go. Openly to throw off the mall 
efponfc tl -it you or your prompters i 

letrt, lare not. Detection has pu clued the 

'bole rlan of tifne-fcrving editors : vou have 
itly retreated l<- len of flap 

, like the j:ecp -o*-day boys in Ireland, 
•ou now and then fail}' on your u nib (pecking pr 

One thing before 1 difmifs you I besj you 
member, and that is, that an afFeeled look, a 
coat, and a powdered head, do not make a t 
man ; and that he whole drefsand manners pr> 
the variation in his circumftances, is fit for nothing 
but a lVcoph.int or a ferving-man. 
I am, Sec. &c. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



Monday, 14 th August, 

I't-nice. — In every country where the Carmagnoles 
have carried their arms, they feem to ha^ 
how they could moft infult and dishonour human 
nature. After a whole people has been plundered 
and degraded from their former rank among the na- 
tions, and their government has been annihilated 
root and branch, their atrocious enemy lias forced 
the miferable vi&ims to declare, that the revolution 
was their own ael, or done with their concurrence. 
After nobility has been funk to a level with the vi left 
canaille, and the wealthy have been plundered of 
their lafl dollar, lhey have not been permitted even 
to firffer in filence, but have been obliged to dilbwn 
their wrongs, and to publifh tome falsehood in 
praife of their denroyers. 

Of this fpecies of debafement and impofiurc I 
has been a jignal infiance in the late duTolutmn of 

the 
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the republic of Venice, Two Venetian traitors, M- 
ehola Comela and Salvator Marconi, the one a French- 
made Prefident, and the other a Secretary of the 
fame ft a nip, have had the impudence to publifh a 
manifefto, that evidently was dictated it* nut written 
by Bonaparte or one of his Secretaries ; in which 
they declare that the motive of their enemy in 
Mforganhlng,, robbings and partitioning their country 
was not Ibr the fake of conqueft or plunder, hut 
merely li to increafe the power and profperity of the Ve» 
■tn people" Was there ever a greater infult to 
common fenfe } Would any man write in this man- 
ner, who had not been previoufly jacobinized out of 
every particle of love of country ? No ; — it is the 
tfyle of a traitor, who was paid for what he pub- 
lifhed, and who would publifh any thing he was 
commanded. 

But thefe proftitute Venetians have gone frill far- 
ther to infult their degraded country, and the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind. It is well known that the 
Venetian nobility were the proudefl of all people of 
their titles and privileges ; but thete irapoftors have 
told the world, " That it was ihsjincere and lajl wijh 
of the Patricians of Venice to make a voluntary offer 
of all their ancient titles on the altar of liberty, in 
order to enjoy the bleflings of a representative go- 
vernment, and to affume the more facred name of 
citizens" Of citizen S^-ofaname which the French 
have rendered fynonyraous with robber and afTaffin, 
and which ought to be expunged from the vocabula- 
ries of all civilized nations. Will any man believe 
that the defcendants of tbofe heroes who had been 
the fcourge of Turkey and the bulwark of Europe 
for two centuries, who had oppofed the united force 
of Auftria, the Pope, and France, in arms, would be 
willing to exchange their ancient honours, grown 
venerable by the hoar of time, for a term the mod 
expreflive of infamy, that modern language contains ! 

£ e 4 No I 
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No !— Hard neceftity might oblige them to fubmit to 
be Gripped of their power, and pillaged of their mo- 
ney and jewels ; but nothing I am fure, no, not even 
Robcfpierre and the guillotine, would ever force the 
Patricians of Venice to aflume the difgraceful appel- 
lation. Yet thefe Frenchmen have come forward 
with this barefaced forgery, and attempt to palm it 
on the world as an act of the Grand Council and 
nobility of Venice. Not content with plunging them 
from the pinnacle of opulence and grandeur into an 
abyfs of wtetchednefe, by this instrument they have 
made them proclaim their own humiliation, and, ft ill 
worfe, to aggravate it with the guilt of a lie. 

Defiruclton of the Irtjk Prefs called the Northern 
Star. — The following account of the dettruction of 
this infamous prefs is taken from a Belfaft paper 
brought by the la ft arrival at New- York. 

" Belftjfl, lzd May, 1797. 

" GOD SAVE THE KING. 

" Without making any apology for the preient ap- 
(< pearance of our paper, we irate impartially to our 
" numerous readers the particular? of the moft daring 
and flagrant outrage, burglary, and felony, that 
has been committed here within the memory of 
the oldeit citizens. 

" On Thurfday evening laftj an advertifement 
was given in for publication to one of our boys, by 
fome fergeants of the Monaghan militia, who de- 
fired the expenfes to be charged to Colonel 
Letlie. 

4t On examination it was found to contain in 
u words printed in final 1 ! capitals, a grq/s calumny end 
libel on the foien of Bvlfajl—- a place, we are proud 
to fay, the moil orderly and peaceable of any other 
of its dimensions in the kingdom, which our ma- 
gifiratcs can amply leflify, and where the ta\^ 

m have 
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" have hitherto been executed with cafe and fafety 
" by the civil powers. 

" One of the iergeants was waited on, and told 
t( that the advertisement would be willingly iraferted, 
** if the objectionable words could be left out. The 
* c fergeant replied, that he could not fay whether 
€f they would or would not be taken out, but tup* 
** poled they would not. 

" There the matter retted till the evening of Fri- 
** day, when the Star was published without the ad- 
** vertifement, upon- which a party of the fergeants 
4 * and corporals came to the office, and, with dread- 
** ful imprecations, threatened every perfon belong- 
*' ingto the place, and fvvore they would pull down 
** or burn the office, if their advertifement ihould 
4f not be in the next publication; in confequence of 
** which, on Sunday, about 12 o'clock, it was 
** thought nccefTary to apply to the civil power, and 
f< accordingly a magiftrate was waited on, who ad- 
** vifed application to the fovereign ; he was imme- 
?* diately fought for, but could not be found : in 
4e the interim, a party of the above militia, mollly 
" recruits, lately arrived at the regiment, headed by 
'* fome fergeants, in all about fifty, rufhed into the 
** office, and being armed with hatchets, bars of 
iC iron, bludgeons, fwords, bayonets, &c. they pro- 
*' ceeded to deftroy every thing that lay in their 
" way ; they demoliihcd the windows, fcattered 
*• about ftamped paper, and threw it intothellreets, 
" cut down the counters, broke open the deiks, took 
* f and destroyed about 100/. of caih, in gold and 
" bank notes, cut up and tore the books of the ac- 
" counts, beat and abufed the men and boys in the 
Si office, before Colonel Lcilie, who had been ap- 
'* plied to, could (top them ! ! ! — Where were the 
*' laws and the magiilrates ? We could get the aid 
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*. — Thus at Belfafi, as at Birmingham 
and ill Paris has the hoi) right of inturn 
t i its inventor* and fupporters. What can be 

than to hear the editor of that abo- 
minable paper, whole (ble occupation lor yeai 
been to vilify his Sovereign, and all ho acT in 

autkutity under him ; who lias cxhauiU'd every re- 
fource ol art and impudence to lhr up the ignorant 
to mob and to rebel : v, hat can he more ridiculous 
it vis atrocious villain, when his princi- 
ple* bruin to operate again fi him fell', crying, *« G 
fuve the King" and calling an the magt/lretes for fr&~ 
teuton ? 

il \\ here." exclaims the baffled infurgent, ft when 
" were the laws and the magi ft rates : We could get 
** the aid of none of them !" — No : you have long 
traduced, blafphcmcd, and endeavoured to deftroy^ 
thole laws and thofe magistrates. You icorned and 
f* » them at defiance; and now they laugh at you 
when your fear cometh. ** He who lives by the 
«* twor 1 ill all perifh by the fword ;" and it is full as 
juJr, that he who lives by inhirreclion ihould perifli 
by infurrecTfcion, 

How often ha? this evil Star, which, in place of 
light, dropped darknefs and pcltilence ; how often 
has it told the mob, that they are the fovcrcign, that 
all power belongs to them, that the foil, and the 
houfes, and the trees, and the plants, and the herb- 
age are theirs and that they have a right to let up 
and pull down at their pleafn re ? And does the de- 
magogue editor now, brtaule it has pleated the 
many-headed fovcreign to pull him down; does he 
now dare to quettion this right ? Has he now the im- 
pudence to teafe him with bis whys acid his ichtrc~ 
forts ; and, above all, can he be fa completely de- 
void of fpirit and of ihame, as to appeal from the 
decilion of this mild and " only legit'mtale foversign" 

to 
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to the laws and magistrates of " tyranny and ufitrfa- 
tion ?*' 

Let not the advocates of fedttion pretend that, be- 
caufe the defraying; mob was compored of Jo2diers f 
it was not to be looked upon as a portion of the fo- 
vereign people. Such a plea is inadmifHble from 
the editor of the Northern Star, who has a thoufand 
times called upon the foldiery to forget their engage- 
ments to the King ; to recoiled they were trill Infh- 
inen, the friends and the brothers of thofe who were 
united in the bleiild work of reform : that their rights 
were the fame, and that thofe " rights were not to be 
" alienated by an oath, impofed on them by kidnap- 
* ( pers and trading j a ftices." How, then, does he 
now find the impudence to make a difliniftion be- 
tween the military and the reft of the people ? 

I hate, moft iincerely I hate a mob, whatever lie 
its object : its fhont is as difagreeahle to my ears, as 
the howl of famifhed wolves to thofe of the benight- 
ed traveller : but, if mobs mu ft be, and they mnft 
commit violence, it is certainly to be wifhed that 
that violence may ever, as in the prefent in fiance, 
fall on the head of thofe, vvhofe turbulent and di (or- 
ganizing publications give rife to fuch difgraccful af- 
femblages *. 

Remarkable 



* Such were my reflexions at the time when the complaint of 
the editor of the Northern Star firft reached America, I admitted the 
eorrecTtnefs of his ftatement, becaufe 1 was in pofTeflion of no fafta 
to invalidate it, and attributed the deftruftion of his prefs folely to 
the natural operation of thofe principles and precepts which it has 
promulgated. But, imec that time, .t faithful relation of the whole 
affair has fallen into my hands, which very interesting relation I 
IhalJ now give, in the words of that fpirited writer, Doctor 
Huigfnan. See Anjiucr to Graft an, page 91. 

,( Another of your grievances, is, the fuppre$en of <t free prefix 
*' by military feree. Here you pra£iife your ufaal malice .ind ae- 
" ceit : you do not expreflly allege, fhat fuch fupprelTion of a tiee 
41 prefs, by military force, wa by order of the Government; yet 

*' you 
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Rfmarkahle Prophecy, by Nouh Wtbfter^ - 
II the incafurcs taken in Italy to check the pi 






** you evidently inlmuate it, and with it mould he fo uiiderftood; 
14 for you inlert it in (he lift of grievances, which you impute to 
11 Government; thus indirectly charging Government m 
*" vading the liberty of the prefj. The tranfac"tion to whichyoo 
** allude is, the deftruclion of a piefs and types of a pi 
»« houfe in Belfaft, in which was printed the Northern &i 
•* moft flu git ions paper that ever wa<i publifhed in any civiiitti 
•* and Cbrifimn country , to ufe your own words, or in any country 
** whatsoever, where any form of regular government was pre* 
** ferved: the circumstances I [hall briefly detail, 

" )t was difcovered, that feveral private men in the militia re* 
*' gtment «f the county of Monaghan, quartered in BeLfaft, a town 
44 notorious for disaffection and fedition, had been induced to bc- 
** come members of the infamous focietyof United Jrifhmea, and 
41 had taken the oath aduniniftered to all the members of that dc- 
•' teftable g:mg of traitors; many of them were immediately ar- 
** refled and tried by courts-mart;at, four of tkcm were condemn- 
M ed to be fliu_t, anil others of them to various fpecies of military 
41 punifliment. The four wretches condemned to death, when 
4t kneeling on their coffins, prepared for the fatal bullets, declar* 
** ed in the moft folemn manner, that they had been feduced frora 
*' their allegiai re, and into the meafures that had brought them to 
** their then deplorable fituation, principally by reading tl: 
■* fonable publications in the Northern Star; and earneftly exhort- 
4 * ed their fellow -foidter s never to read that flagitious paper, This 
41 pathetic dying exhortation, and the view of the bleeding car- 
41 cafes of thefe unhappy victims to treafon, made fueh an imprcf- 
44 lion on the private ibldiers of the regiment, thru, upon their re- 
44 turn to their quarters, they unanimously adopted a declaration 
*« of their iincere lepentance, and their determinations of loyalty 
41 for the future, in wiiieh they, with grest juftice, afevibed the 
" feduttion of their unfortunate comrades, and many of theov 
■* felves, to the wicked and trcafonable artifices of the inhabitant! 
46 of Bel fart. 

14 This declaration one of the fergeants and a few of the privates 
M carried to the two newfpapers printed in that town. By one of 
11 the papers (the Beffaft News-Letter) it was published : by die 
u other (ihc Northern Star) it was reje&ed with expteii 
u contempt and infult, though the poor men offered to pay for the 
" infertiort of it, at any rate of advertifing that the printer thouM 
"■ demand. 'This conduct in the printer of the paper, to 
** the regimen* fojuftly attributed the misfortune of their compa- 
' nioui, fo incenfed the private foldiers, that lame of ibem «n 

*' the 
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jacolunifm, or rather of ' republlcani/m, will have but 

temporary effeft. The principles which the 

inch armies have fpread in Italy, aided by 30,000 

French ht>ops, which are to remain there, will, in a 

*w years, revolutionize all that country. The Pope 

till iofe his mitre, and the King of Naples his throne. 

lJHEN *. 

Nat'-York, Augufi I2 3 
Anno Domini 1797. 



Tuesday, t$ lh August. 
To Philip Fatio, Eft. 

DearrstUon, 

Want of time rather than want of inclination hn& 
eaufed a chafm in our corrcfpondcnce. I felt fa 
much plcaiure from the dear little billet-doux that 1 

received 



*' the following night ftole from their quarters, broke into th* 
** printing-houfe, and demolished the prefs and types. 

** Now, Sir," adds tie author, " have yon any proof what- 
*< ever, or any reafon for forming even a probable conjecture, 
■* that the above violence was com landed, or even countenanced 
** in *ny manner by the Govern m en r > It 1b, what are your proofs 
«' and reafon s r — This pretended grievance, like the others, is the- 
■• creature of your own malice, &c. &c &<:„*' 

So much for the Northern Star. Thai infamous paper is now 
no more ,* but I thought u right to infert thus much rdpefting it, 
that I might at a future day h.ivc the plealureto reflect, that I was 
amongft thofr who fincerely and heartily execrated one of the moft 
nefarious publications that the world ever faw. 

* That the predictions of rim malignant, bitter, black-hearted 
Prefljytefun may prove fahe every good man muft wi(h. What 
lniereil can this militant have in the fall of the Pupe and of the 
King of Naples ? The wretch pretends to detelt the French, and 
£0 defire them and their principles to be kept far from America; 
why then docs the contemptible, the vapid ioothfayer, fend them 
to devaftate Q l ^ T countries ? — N«B, It will not be amifs to reroem- 
2 bcr, 
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resolution oJ plyin; 
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<»l resolutions arc lis 
am lure my deal Fal * ill excufe the 

is own heart mi him, (1 

could not be towing tu want or atfec- 

I have, my dear fellow, jutl received difpatrbes 

, containing part of the trial of poor 

(he cnic-1 Canadians have put to 

!. They put a rope round his pretty neck, it 

n the 26th of July, and fo he died ; but 

vious to this ceremony he was, as I was laying, tried 

by what we call a judge and jury, and from this trial 

i id you the following extract, a* 1 am certain it 

mufi give both you and Duu Yrujo a great deal of 

plcafi 

" John G ' >rL Efq, — Was at home when Fiiehctte 

11 came to Ins houle, and offered ibme oak timber for 

*' talc ; but after a little time defircd to fpeak with 

m in private. When alone, Frichette, after fomc 

*' introtUu^orv cemverfation, afked him if he was the 

" Mr. Black who had been imprifoned by Govcrn- 

'* ment in 1 794. The witnefs faid lie was. Can yon be 

c depended upon ? laid Frichette, Significantly. The 

* 4 witnefs anfwered in the affirmative; upon d 

u Fiiehctte told him that he was fent by a Fi 

H General, then in the woods near Wolfs Cove, to 

*' fay that he wifhed to fee him, and that he would 

" conduct the w'Unefs to him ; the witnefs thought 

r he ought to go to difcover who this French Gene- 

«* ral w ; as, and what were his plans, and accordingly 

1 contented; 



ber f that Noah looks upon the caufe of the French to be r 
rtpuMietnifm* What an infernal thing muft republicanifm then 
be! 




contented ; lie was con^eled by Frichef te to the 
wood near Wolfs Cove, where he found the pri- 
soner. He apologized for the liberty he had taken 
" in fending for him, and after observing that the 
¥ witnefs had probably learnt fomething of his 
"■views from Frichette, told him, • that hewasjbrty 
** toft t people groaning under the tyranny of 

ic England,' and added, ' My ohjrtl is la put out the 
** Britijh Government from the continent of America* 
" The witnefs afkcdj By what means ? Upon which 
** the prifoner entered fully into a plan of exciting the 
** Canadians to take arms againft the Government : 
C( he propofed firft to engage a few men of influ- 
" ence, and by their means to provide others, that 
r thefe fhould be joined by many others, already en~ 
" gaged in the United States of America , who would 
*' enter the province previous to a certain day to be 
" appointed, under various pretences. A part of the 
" arms to be pikes headed with iron, of eight feet in 
** length. He thought, he fa id, that the garrifon of 
* e Quebec might be furprifed, and that meafures 
■* might be adopted for diflribathig liquors ntixt with 
V laudanum, to the troops % he faid he wifhed not to 
** take a life, if poffible to avoid it ; ' But at the fame 
" time,' faid he, ( for the fake of posterity, all who 
" re fft nmfi fill- The prifoner then told him, that 
** he left Mr. Adei on the feventh of April, and that 
" he was going to France immediately, to procure 
* { the number of French troops necefiary to co~ope- 
t% rate in the intended revolution — ' The Spanijh Aft- 
nifier at Philadelphia is aljo concerned with us* faid 
the prifoner, ' but Adet is the man of bufinefs ; the 
** Spaniard is afopS* 

Now, my dear friend, I fhall leave you and tr the 

" Knight of the diftinguijhed order'* to chew this over. 

It muft be a cud as ivvect to yon as bloifomed clover 

to a half-ftarved cow. "Laudanum to the troops! 

4 All 
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All who" rejiftmuflfalir Well enough Don Carle* 
might turn up his nofe at Briti/h humanity. 

1 pray God to preferve you till I get the remain- 
der of the trial, and am, 

Your mod obedient fervant, 

P. Porcupine. 
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